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Roll of National Convention. 



• Present. f Previously reported. $ Deoeased. 



National President *Agne8 Hitt, Indianapolis, Ind. 

National Senior Vice-Prea, . . . *Nettie M. Norton, Minn. 

National Junior Vice-Prea. . . . * Amelia F. Colgan, Hampton, Va. 

National Secretary *Ida S. McBride, Indianapolis, Ind. 

National Treasurer *Isabelle T. Bagley, Zanesville, O. 

National Chaplain *Alice M. A. PIckler, Faulkton, S.D. 

National Inspector *Julia G. Sine, Chicago, 111. 

National Counselor ♦Lizabeth A. Tomer, Boston, Mass. 

National L and L Officer .... *Sarah D. Winans, Troy, O. 



MEMBERS OF EXECUTIVE BOARD. 



♦Helen R. Griffith Mt. Pleasant, la. 

♦Sarah E. Milham St. Paul, Minn. 

♦Abbie A. Adams * . Superior, Neb. 

Mary A. Scott Jilyers The Dalles, Ore. 

Mary E. Inman Cherryfieldj Me. 



With Compliments of 



i^. 




C/r^c^^^xx^ ^^.'^^^^^ 



Indianapolis. Ind. 
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Roll of National Convention. 



* Present. f Preyiously reported. X Deoeased. 



National President *Agnes Hitt, Indianapolis, Ind. 

National Senior Vice-Pres, . . . ♦Nettle M. Norton, Minn. 

National Junior Vice-Pres, . . . ^Amelia F. Colgan, Hampton, Va. 

National Secretary *Ida S. McBride, Indianapolis, Ind. 

National Treasurer *l8abelle T. Bagley, Zanesville, O. 

National Chaplain *Alice M. A. PIckler, Faulkton, S.D. 

National Inspector *Julia G. Sine, Chicago, Dl. 

National Counselor *Li2abeth A. Turner, Boston, Mass. 

National L and L Officer .... »Sarah D. Winans, Troy, O. 



MEMBERS OF EXECUTIVE BOARD. 



♦Helen R. Griffith Mt. Pleasant, la. 

♦Sarah E. Milham St. Paul, Minn. 

♦Abbie A. Adams * . Superior, Neb. 

Mary A. Scott Myers The Dalles, Ore. 

Mary E. Inman Cherryfield, Me. 



Life Members qf Executive Board, 

E. Florence Barker Maiden, Mass. 

♦Annie Wittenmyer Sanatoga, Pa. 

Sarah E. Fuller Medford, Mass. 

Members National W,R,C. Home Board, 

tAnnie Wittenmyer Sanatoga, Pa. 

♦Pluma L. Cowles Geneva, O. 

•Charity Eusk Craig Viroqua, Wis. 

^•Margaret Ray Wickins Wilmington, 111. 

Enmia B. Lowd Salem, Mass. 

Honorary Members, 

Paul Van Der Voort Omaha, Neb. 

Clara Barton Washington, D.C. 
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FIFTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



PAST NATIONAL OFFICERS. 



Past National President 



Past Nat, Sen, Vice-President 



Past Nat. Jun. Vice-President 



E. Florence Barker, Maiden, Mass. 
*Kate Brownlee Sherwood, Canton, O. 

Sarah E. Fuller, Medford, Mass. 

Elizabeth D'Arcy Kinne, 

San Francisco, Cal. 
*Emma Stark Hampton, Detroit, Mich, 
t Charity Rusk Craig, Viroqua, Wis. 
tAnnie Witteninyer, Sanatoga, Pa. 

Mary Sears McHenry, Denison, la. 

Sue A. Pike Sanders, Bloomington, 111. 
t Margaret Ray Wickins, Wilmington, 111. 
JSarah C. Mink, Watertown, N.Y. 
*Emma R. Wallace, Chicago, 111. 
tLizabeth A. Turner, Boston, Mass. 

tKate Brownlee Sherwood, Canton, O. 

Sarah E. Fuller, Medford, Mass. 
Elizabeth D'Arcy Kinne, 

San Francisco, Cal. 

*Sarah C. Nichols, Auburn, N.Y. 

*Cora Day Young, Toledo, O. 

*Abbie Lynch, Allegheny, Pa. 
. *Emma B. Manchester, Lincoln, Neb. 
. tLizabeth A. Turner, Boston, Mass. 
. t Margaret Ray Wickins, Wilmington, III. 
, *Ida V. Hendricks, Washington, D.C. 
. *Jennie Myerhoff, Evansville, Ind. 
. *Helen S. Morrison, Smethport, Pa. 
. *Mary A. Ninekirk, Louisville, Ky. 
. tt Marie Hasen winkle, St. Paul, Minn. 

*Mary E. Stimson, Gait, Missouri. 
. J Lizzie Anderson, Topeka, Kan. 
. Adeline P. Kent, Portsmouth, N.H. 
. J Mary E. Starkweather, St. Jaul, Minn. 
. tMary J. Ingraham, Woodbridge, N.J. 
. *Inzetta A. Small, Lewiston, Me. 
. ^Frances R. Martin, New Haven, Conn. 
. JBessie E. Young, Kansas City, Mo. 
. *Mary Lyle Reynolds, Covington, Ky. 
. JAbbie J. Whittier, 

New Brunswick, N.J. 
. *Amanda T. Newcomb, Montpelier, Vt. 
. Lizzie R. Herrick, Seattle, Wash. 
Henrietta Stiesmeier, St. Louis, Mo. 



ft Died in office. 
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THE WOMAN'S RELIEF CORPS. 



Past National Secretary 



Past National Treasurer 



Sarah £. Fuller, Medford, Mass. 

Emma D. Sibley Pease, Toledo, O. 
*Eleanor B. Wheeler, Boston, Mass. 

Nellie G. Backus, San Francisco, Cal. 

Armllla A. Cheney, Detroit, Mich. 
♦Hettie M. Nichols, Viroqua, Wis. 
t Abbie Lynch, Allegheny, Pa. 

Hannah R. Plimpton, Cleveland, O. 

Ella Cobean, Delavan, 111. 

Flora Preston Hogbin, Sabetha, Kan. 
♦Sarah E. Phillips, Syracuse, N. Y. 
♦Jennie Bross, Chicago, 111. 
♦Harriette L. Reed, Dorchester, Mass. 

tLizabeth A. Turner, Boston, Mass. 
Armilla A. Cheney, Detroit, Mich. 
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FIFTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



DEPARTMENTS. 



* Present. 



t Previously reported 



t Deceased. 



CALIFOENIA AND NEVADA. 
[Organized February 20, 1885. ] 



Department President . 
Senior Vice-President . 
Junior Vice-President . 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



Mary E. Hartwell, Los Angeles. 
Abbie D. Sylvester, Riverside. 
Edith L. Baker, Salines. 
Esther C. Skinner, Los Angeles. 
Ida L. Jarvis, Pasadena. 
Elizabeth D'Arcy Kinne, 

San Francisco. 
B. Jane Russell, The Dalles, Ore. 
Lizzie D. Waterman, Berkeley. 
Geraldine E. Frisbie, Menlo Park. 
P. Stanton Marshall, Reno, Nev. 
Emma G. Gillingham, Santa Barbara. 
Jennie L. Southworth, Stockton. 
Abbie E. Johnston, Los Angeles. 
Irene E. Gibson, Oakland. 
Alta M. Comstock, Santa Cruz. 
Laura J. Robinson, San Francisco. 

Delegates. Alternates, 

Abbie E. Weeks (at large), Oakland. *Martha A. Chapin (at large), 

Los Angeles. 
Margaret G. Wright, Los Angeles. 
Emily E. Brady, Pomona. 
*Mary E. Livingston, San Diego. 
*Mary G. Strawbridge, San Diego. 



Louise M. Smith, Oakland. 
Annie W. Lewis, San Jose. 
♦Carrie^ A. House, San Diego. 
Harriet Ostrander, San Francisco, 



COLOKADO AND WYOMING. 

[Organized June 25, 1884.] 

Department President *Fannie D. Hardin, Denver, Col. 

Senior Vice-President . . . . . Alice M. Seeds, Cripple Creek, Col. 

Junior Vice-President Ella B. Ackerman, Grand Junction, 

Col. 
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THE WOMAN'S RELIEF CORPS. 



COLORADO AND WYOMING, Continued. 



Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



. Edna E. Hamilton, Denver, Col. 
. Clara Kapp, Denver, Col. 

Catherine C. Kennedy, Denver, Col. 
Mary Jewett Telford, 

Grand Junction, Col. 
Augusta B. Henderson, Omaha, Neb. 
, America Anderson, Denver, Col. 
, Climena G. Howard, Greeley, Col. 
. *Mary L. Carr, Longmont, Col. 
. *Laura S. Dodge, Boulder, Col. 
. Janette L. Todd, Denver, Col. 
Anna B. Holliday, Laramie, Wyo. 
Ella L. C. Dwinell, Colorado Springs, 

Col. 
Alternates. 
*Mina Rische (at large), 
Pueblo, Col. Denver, Col. 

Lydia Ellison, Colorado Springs, Col. *Fredrika Langmyer, Colo. Springs, Col. 
*Ellen B. Holbrook, Colo. Springs, Col. Emma Hollister, Denver, Col. 



Delegates. 
Bessie French (at large). 



CONNECTICUT. 
[Organized April 1, 1884.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



Delegates. 
♦Addle Grabert (at large), Danbury. 
♦Kate G. Coe, Noroton. 
♦Emma O. Wildman, Danbury. 
♦Susan F. Hawkins, New London. 
♦Fannie D. Woodworth, Lakeville. 



♦Jane C. Pultz, Plantsville. 

Anna R. Loomis, Rockville. 

F. Adelaide Sackett, Hartford. 
♦Rosena T. Lewis, Plantsville. 

Josephine M. Hills, East Hartford. 

Elizabeth C. Keifer, Waterbury. 

Mary J. Dyer, New Haven. 

Mary J. Merriman, Bristol. 
♦Harriet S. Durfee, Middletown. 

Jane E. W. Smith, Winsted. 
♦Harriet J. Bodge, Hartford. 
♦Augusta B. Hammond, Rockville. 
♦Charlotte E. Wright, New Haven. 

Florence L. Haydn, Meriden. 
♦Lizzie H. Arnold, New Haven. 

Alternates. 
Emma Benton (at large). New Haven. 
Ellen S. Clark, East Hartford. 
Ellen S. Kirkham, East Haven. 
Mary E. Whittlesey, New Haven. 
Rhoda P. Toms, Stamford. 
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FIFTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



IDAHO. 

[Organized June 12, 1895.] 

Department President Nellie G. Spofford, Boise City. 

Senior Vice-President Nancy Murphy, Genessee. 

Junior Vice-President Sarah Watkins, Murray. 

Secretary Clara L. Campbell, Boise City. 

Treasurer Nella Lieuallen, Moscow. 



Past Department President 

(( <( (( 

Delegate. 
Eliza V. Bancroft (at large), 

Boise City. 
Eachel A. Hersey, Boise City. 



Alwilda Smith, Moscow. 

Mattie D. Budlong, Cceur d'Alene. 

Alternate. 
Anna Mary Loudon (at large), 

Genesee 
Mary A. Poindexter, Boise City. 



ILLINOIS. 
[Organized January 30, 1884.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



Delegates. 



. t Jennie Bross, Chicago. 
. *Elizabeth Means, Chicago. 
. Jennie S. Packard, Bloomington. 
. *Minnie M. Kyle, Chicago. 
. Helen F. Bristol, Quincy. 
. t Julia G. Sine, Chicago. 
. Clara W. Harral, Aurora. 
. Sue A. Pike Sanders, Bloomington. 
. Sarah M. Bradford, Peotone. 
. *Delilah A. Leaver ton, Palestine. 
. Mary A. Bradley, Decatur. 
. Sarah A. Hannon, Cairo. • 
. tEmma R. Wallace, Chicago. 
. *Flo Jamison Miller, Monticello. 
. Mary E. McCauley, Olney. 
Alternates. 



*Laura B. Evans (at large), Taylorville. Julia Remann (at large), Vandalia. 



♦Martha K. Baxter, Springfield. 
*Effie R. Kennedy, Decatur. 
♦Maria E. Tompkins, Chicago. 
♦Florence O. McClelland, Chicago. 
♦Inez J. Bender, Monticello. 
♦Eva E. Bent, Chicago. 
♦Emeline M. Duffy, Ottawa. 
♦S. Isabel Webster, Monmouth. 
♦Bessie Jenkins, Pontiac. 

Emily K. Wheeler, Paw Paw. 

Clara Andrews, Chicago. 

Carrie Sheridan, Sullivan. 
♦Julia G. Aldrich, Grand Crossing. 



Dorothy N. Law, Dixon. 
♦Clara S. Boyd, Peoria. 

Anna S. Smith, Chicago. 

Mary Thompson, Chicago. 
♦Lucy M. Rossiter, Chicago. 

Sabrina Coffinberry, Chicago. 

Artimesia Hall, Camp Point. 
♦Rachel Greulich, Chicago. 

Mary Rosebrook, Rock Falls. 

Adah Fisher, Polo. 

Frances Haines, Chicago. 

Sarah Glickauf, Chicago. 

Sarah Bonnell, Englewood. 
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THE woman's relief CORPS. 



INDIANA. 
[Organized September 17, 1884.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President. 



. *Mary D. Travis, Crawfordsville. 
. *Mary E. Swain, KicUmond. 

Margaret E. Edwards, Shelbyville. 
. *Blanche Gould, Crawfordsville. 
. *Jennie Hutchinson, Crawfordsville. 
. *Alice E. Griffin, Elkhart. 

Flora Wulschner, Indianapolis. 
. *Loretta J. Gorsuch, South Bend. 
. t Agnes Hitt, Indianapolis. 
. t Jennie Myerhoff, Evansville. 

♦Melissa Caylor, Noblesville. 
. *Laura Hess, Indianapolis. 
. tida S. McBride, Indianapolis. 
. Julia S. Conklin, Westfield. 
. *Nettie Hansford, Indianapolis. 

Eliza J. Crisler, Greensburg. 
. *Mary A. Sims, Frankfort. 



Delegates, 

Kate Stormont (at large), Princeton. 
*Frelove W. Elam, Valparaiso. 
♦Agnes Perry, Goodland. 
♦Isabel Neal, Albion. 

Martha North, Blufifton. 

Alice Waugh, Tipton. 
*M. Josie Nelson, Union City. 

Irene Pearson, Bloomington. 

Melinda Siddall, Indianapolis. 

Fannie Hubbart, Aurora. 



Alternates, 

Fannie Eberwine (at large), Evansville. 
*Sue W. Hart, Elkhart. 

Maria Schlater, Logansport. 

Mary E. Gordon, Auburn. 
♦Inez Twibell, Montpelier. 
♦Anna Tucker, Noblesville. 
♦Anna Larsh, Richmond. 
♦Georgiana Kellogg, Brazil. 

Sarah Osborn, Indianapolis. 
♦Mary Wilson, Seymour. 



IOWA. 
[Organized July 8, 1894.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Jnnior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



♦Georgia Wade McClellan, Denison. 

Annie Cooper, Gamer. 

E. Jennie Smith, Marshalltown. 
t Helen R. Griffith, Mt. Pleasant. 
♦Kate Hanchett, Waverly. 

Mattie Dawson Burbage, Agency. 

Hattie E. Marshall, Wyoming. 

Clara E. Nichols, Rock Valley. 

Mary Sears McHenry, Denison. 
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10 



FIFTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



IOWA, Continued. 



Past Department President 



Delegates, 
*Lovica Ratekin (at large), 

Marshall town. 
♦Leonora Bell, Fairfield. 
♦Fannie Glaser, Maquoketa. 
♦Elizabeth Robinson, West Union. 
♦Lydia A. Kinley, Marion. 
♦Addie R. Humbert, Cedar Falls. 
♦Eleanor' J. Hawk, Colfax. 
♦Mary Flick, Bedford. 
Jennie Whedon, Winterset. 
♦Hannah A. Servis, Dunlap. 
♦Emeletta Wooster, Mapleton. 
♦Nettie Guild, Fort Dodge. 
♦Mary A. Jones, Le Mars. 



Myra E. Hankey, Brooklyn. 

Lottie D. Stocking, Denison. 

Seraphine H. Osgood, Mt. Pleasant. 
♦Sara L. Rothrock, Cedar Rapids. 

E. Flora Evans, Oskaloosa. 
t Helen R. Griffith, Mt. Pleasant. 

Alternates, 
Louisa H. Arey (at large), 

Cedar Falls. 
Mary Asbury, Ottumwa. 
Mary De Freest, Lyons. 
Emma P. Carr, Manchester. 
Clara Hollenbeck, Anamosa. 
Minnie Sweet, Waterloo. 
Louisa A. Rice, Oskaloosa. 
Sadie James, Centerville. 
♦Belle E. Smith, Perry. 
Elizabeth Harding, Red Oak. 
Mary K. Fuller, Early. 
Susan P. Hill, Iowa Falls. 
Anna E. Sarg<»nt, Ireton. 



KANSAS. 
[Organized February 6, 1889.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



, ♦Margaret H. Griffith, Emporia. 

Sarah E. Dickinson, Chanute. 
. Ellen M. Kimball, Manhattan. 
. ♦Belle C. Harris, Emporia. 

Lydia A. Logan, Towanda. 

Louisa Brown Hedrick, Olathe. 
. t Margaret Ray Wickins, Sabetha. 
. Emma A. Bedell, Topeka. 
. Ella Powell, Brooklyn, N.Y. 
. t Belle C. Harris, Emporia. 
. Ida Wilson Moore, Abilene. 
. Lucy R. Jones, Norton. 
. Edith M. Wood, Pittsburg. 
. Emma B. Alrich, Cawker City. 
. Julia A. Chase, Hiawatha. 

Delegates. Alternates. 

♦Harriet S. Coulter (at large), Topeka. Emma Jarman (at large), Leavenworth. 
Barbara E. Pond, Fort Scott. ♦Helena S. Mason, Wichita. 

Ophelia Adams, Effingham. ♦Clara Eskridge, Emporia. 

Anna S. Fagan, Ellsworth. Josie Willitts, Council Grove. 
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KANSAS, Continued. 



Delegates, 
♦Melinda R. Rhodes, Colony. 
♦Elizabeth A. Drone, 

Bonners Springs. 
♦Marie Little, Wichita. 
♦Amy A. Papes, Wichita. 
Mary C. Rapp, Dodge City. 



Alternates, 
♦Annie Apple, lola. 
Amy Venard, Rest. 
♦Harriet £. Mapes, Emporia. 
Anna E. Whitney, 

Cawker City. 
♦Mary C. Chapin, Hutchinson. 



KENTUCKY. 
[Oboanized September 26, 1886.] 



Department President . 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



Delegates, 
♦Elisabeth Rees (at large), Loulsvi 
tMary Lyle Reynolds, Covington 



lie. 



♦Inez Crawford, Louisville. 

Sallie V. Gratz, Lexington. 

Jane E. Moore, Bellevue. 
tMary A. Nlneklrk, Louisville. 

Annie Miller, Louisville. 
tMary Lyle Reynolds, Covington. 

Eliza Mlchle, Dayton, O. 

Carrie L. Davis, Maysville. 

Emma B. Llvezey, Covington. 

Amanda M. Davis, Newport. 

Lottie Vincent, Covington. 
tMary A. Nineklrk, Louisville. 

Josephine M. Kuhnhelm, Newport. 

Nannie H. Ross, Louisville. 

Belle Ross Ludwlg, West Covington. 
Alternates, 

Lizzie Trimble (at large), Covington. 

Emma Moyer, Louisville. 



LOUISIANA AND MISSISSIPPI. 

[Organized March 28, 1893.] 

Department President *Prlscllla J. H. Taper, New Orleans. 

Senior Vice-President Lizzie Davis, New Orleans. 

Junior Vice-President * Julia North, New Orleans. 

Secretary *Julla E. Lewis, New Orleans. 

Treasurer Lavenla Debose, New Orleans. 

Past Department President . . . *Josephlne B. Lewis, New Orleans. 
'* ** " . . . . Selena B. Gray, New Orleans. 

Delegates, Alternates. 

E. D. Washington (at large), Josephine C. C. Shelton (at large), 

Natchez, Miss. Natchez, Miss, 

•Josephine Fisher, Thlbodeaux, La. *C. Devezan, New Orleans. 
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FIFTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



MAINE. 

[Organized June 17, 1884.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



. *Nancy J. Colby, Eumford Center. 
. Addie V. Grant, Biddeford. 
. *Alice S. Gilman, Oakland. 
. Ava I. Eastman, Dixfield. 
. Sarah E. Putnam, Dixfield. 
. Emily V. Littlefield, Bangor. 
. *Anna E. Wood, Winthrop. 
. tinzetta A. Small, Lewiston. 
. Grace E. Howe, Lewiston. 

Clara B. Leavltt, Skowbegan. 
. Mary E. Inman, Cherryfield. 
. Ella Jordan Mason, Biddeford. 
. M. Antoinette Millett, Gorham. 

Belle J. Palmer, Monroe. 

Delegates. Alternates. 

Elberta Burnham (at large), Bethel, t Alice S. Gilman (at large), Oakland. 

Mattie Cressy, Gorham. *Susan W. Merrick, Waterville. 
♦Nellie M. Carleton, Winthrop. Relief Yeaton, Lewiston. 

*Myra M. Elliott, Rumford. *Julia A. Libby, Oakland. 



MAEYLAND. 

[Organized June 2, 1887.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



Delegates. 
*C. A.Alford (at large), Baltimore. 

*Alvira Briscoe, Baltimore. 



♦Elizabeth J. Holmes, Baltimore. 

Ida Hooper, Baltimore. 

Rhoda V. Wilson, Rising Sun. 
♦Lizzie O. Buchta, Baltimore. 

Laura V. Enochs, Baltimore. 

Mary E. Wright, Baltimore. 

Eliza F. P. Pray, Baltimore. 

Eliza A. Will, Baltimore. 
♦Mary A. H. Cadden, Baltimore. 

Mary A. Frey, Baltimore. 

Ruth A. Graham, Baltimore. 
♦Sallie A. Moore, Baltimore. 

Kate Johnson, Baltimore. 

Alternates. 
Barbara Schilling (at large), 

Cumberland. 
Elizabeth Gillespie, Baltimore. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 



[Organized February 12, 1879. Transferred from Union 
Board, 18S8.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer . * . . . . 
Past Department President 



*Emilie L. W. Waterman, Boston. 
♦Josephine A. Burdick, N. Adams. 

Angie A. Robinson, Worcester. 
*Mary E. Elliot, Somerville. 
Sarah E. Fuller, Medford. 
Sarah E. Fuller, Medford. 
E. Florence Barker, Maiden. 
M. Susie Goodale, Medford. 
, S. Agnes Parker, Brockton. 
Emma B. Lowd, Salem. 
Mary E. Knowles, Somerville. 
Augusta A. Wales, Dorchester. 
*Mary G. Deane, Fall River. 
Emily L. Clark, Northampton. 
, *Clare H. Burleigh, Athol. 
Eva T. Cook, Gloucester. 
Helen A. Brigham, Hyde Park. 



Delegates. 

*Sara E. Cain (at large), 

E. Weymouth. 
♦Cappllia M. Ladd, Cambridge. 

Emma F. Savels, Worcester. 
*Addie A. Nottage, E. Boston. 
♦Josephine MacQuinn, Wakefield. 
*M. Lizzie Bullock, Everett. 
♦Etta A. Lockhart, Cambridge. 

Marion E. Bridgman, Northampton. 

Mary F. Young, Boston. 
♦Emma F. Came, Haverhill. 

Flora A. Smith, Col rain. 

Emma F. Lowd, Salem. 

Lydia M. Sargent, Merrimac. 
♦Mary F. Dennett, Amesbury. 

Lucy M. James, New Bedford. 
♦Frances R. Sturgeon, Maiden. 
♦Mary L. Gilman, Roxbury. 
♦Maggie M. Jones, Charlestown. 

Lucy A. Hale, Greenfield. 
♦Cornelia E. Byrnes, Plymouth. 
♦Rose E. Holt, Leominster. 



Alternates. 

♦Mabel MacGill (at large), 

Cambridgeport. 
♦Sarah J. Ross, Dorchester. 
♦Mary C. Eldredge, Hyde Park. 

Ann M. Wilcox, Milford. 
♦Elisabeth Johnson, Conway. 
♦Annie C. Shattuck, Fitchburg. 
♦Mary H. Vaughn, South Boston. 
♦Nettie M. Streeter, Holyoke. 
♦Susie M. C. Spinney, Medford. 

Carolyn Morse, Arlington. 

Maria W. Going, Charlestown. 

Margaret Hamilton, Wakefield. 

Hattie A. Bray, Lynn. 

Lizzie M. Andrews, Gloucester. 

Lena W. Lamb, Orange. 

Nellie James, Dorchester. 

Abbie Deane, Canton. 

Sarah A. Bush, Amesbury. 

Essie M. Howell, Westboro. 

Amanda W. K. Bardwell, Greenfield. 

Edna Mecuen, Charlestown. 
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FIFTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



MICHIGAN. 



[Organized 
Department President . 
Senior Vice-President . 
Junior Vice-President . 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



Delegates. 
♦Harriett A.Tenny (at large), Lansing. 
♦Josephine Post, Port Huron. 
♦Alma Frye, Ogden. 
♦Delia Belcher, Leslie. 
♦Sarah J. Cooper, Battle Creek. 
♦Alice Baker, Coloma. 
♦M. Lena Merritt, Greenville. 
♦Libbie Anderson, Maple Rapids. 

Jennie Richardson, Caro. 
♦Amanda M. Bradley, Bay City. 

Hattie M. Hicks, Morley. 

Alice M. Clark, Manistique. 



April 2, 1884.] 
♦Loaese A. Turck, Alma. 
♦Florence S. Babbitt, Ypsilanti. 

Anna S. J. Grabill, Greenville. 
♦Mary F. Taylor, Alma. 

Lena M. Turck, Alma. 

£lla W. Shank, Lansing. 
tEmma Stark Hampton, Detroit. 

Mary Sherwood Hinds, Stanton. 
*Sarah A. C. Plummer, Lansing. 
♦Louise B. Bobbins, Adrain. 

Harriet P. Thompson, Flint. 
♦Abbie R. Flagg, Battle Creek. 

Sara L. Brown, Ithaca. 

Cornelia S. Perry, Cold water. 
♦AUaseba M. Bliss, Saginaw. 
I Ann M. Barney, Kalamazoo. 
♦Emma E. Knapp, Howell. 
♦Manda J. Halstead, Concord. 

Alternates. 
, Eliza Slay ton (at large), Dundee. 
♦Cordelia McClave, Hillsdale. 

Emma E. Morris, Crystal Falls. 

Viola Dipple, Grand Rapids. 

Sarah L. March, Quincy. 
♦Frances Finch, Grand Haven. 

Gertrude Walker, Ionia. 

Dora Leet, Fenton. 
♦Mary Ambler, Northville. 

Kate Morrison, Crystal Falls. 

Elizabeth Kinney, Lansing. 

Thurza Sutherland, Clare. 



MINNESOTA. 

[Organized ^^ovember 28, 1884.] 

Department President ♦Adelaide F. Bissell, Litchfield. 

Senior Vice-President Elizabeth A. Perry, Sauk Center. 

Junior Vice-President *Alice Y. Bordwell, Stillwater. 

Secretary *MarieA. Soule, Litchfield. 

Treasurer ♦Mary A. Horrigan, Minneapolis. 

Past Department President . . . t Nettie M. Norton, Minneapolis. 

'* ** " .... t Mary E. Starkweather, Minneapolis. 

'< " "... . tSarah E. Milham, St. Paul. 
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MINNESOTA, Continued. 



Past Department President 



Delegates. 
Emma C. Baxter (at large), 

Fergus Falls. 
♦Mary E. Gerry, Minneapolis. 
*Kate Carlin, Minneapolis. 
♦Mattie Allen, St. Paul. 
*Anna E. Keeler, St. Paul. 
♦Bertha Theviot, Bralnard. 



Lydia A. George Whitmore, 

Minneapolis. 
♦Mary E. Leavens, Faribault. 

Lodusky J. Taylor, Le Sueur. 
{Marie Hasenwinkle, St. Paul. 

Alternates. 
♦Ellen Toucey (at large), Duluth. 

Marilla Mayall, St. Paul. 
Sarah Hasler, Red Wing. 
Maud Wright, Maple Plain. 
Nora Collins Reid, Minneapolis. 
Ella Holland, Winona. 



MISSOURI. 
[ORGAiaZKD Mabch 4, 1885.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer .... 
Past Department President 



Delegates. 
♦HoUen E. Day (at large), St. Louis. 

Mary McNab, Sedalia. 
♦Alma Day, Kansas City. 

Mary Flamminger, St. Louis. 



. ♦Mary U. Birdseye, Nevada. 
. Annie D. Houts, Warrensburg. 
. Belle Seaman, St. Louis. 
. ♦Rose L. Kimball, Nevada. 
. ♦Mary H. Shepherd, Brookfield. 
. Henrietta Stiesmeier, St. Louis. 
. ♦Sarah J. Martin, Brookfield. 
. ♦Agnes R. Russell, St. Joseph. 
. J Bessie E. Young, Kansas City. 
. Belle M. Satterly, St. Louis. 
. Agnes C. Sterrett, St. Joseph. 
. Emily S. Parker, St. Louis. 
. ♦Rachel A. Hall, Trenton. 
. ♦Adah G. Briggs, Joplin. 
. ♦Luclnda A. Scott, Moberly. 

Alternates. 
♦Orpha Bronson (at large), Sedalia. 
♦Julia E. Dockery, Kirksville. 

Henrietta Stoffregen, St. Louis. 

Williamena Scott, Lathrop. 



MONTANA. 
[Organized April 19, 1893.] 

Department President ♦Ella M. Edsall, Bozeman. 

Senior Vice-President Mary M. Eklimd, Helena. 

Junior Vice-President Delia Charest, Phillipsburg. 
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FIFTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



MONTANA, Continued. 

Secretary Sarah J. Tracey, BozemaD. 

Treasurer Mary E. Skillin, Livingston. 



Past Department President 



Delegates. 
Ruth A. Burton (at large), Butte. 
Hester Thayer, Great Falls. 



Isabella Kirkendall, Helena. 
Frances £. Moore, Missoula. 
Amitys P. Manchester, South Butte. 

Alternates, 
Sylvia Grantler, Missoula. 
Kittle O'Connor, Helena. 



NEBRASKA. 
[Organized Apbil 2, 1884.] 



Department President . 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer , 

Past Department President 



Delegates. 
Jennie Traynor (at large), 

Omaha. 
*Nina Morey, Kearney. 
*Estella E. Gage, Lincoln. 
*Kate Pond, Red Cloud. 
*Emma B. Gillespie, Lincoln. 



*Julia S. Bowen, Hastings. 

Fidelia M. Rupiper, Harvard. 

Belle Majors, Peru. 

Kate G. Boyd, Hastings. 
♦Annie F. Church, North Platte. 

Louise M. Merrill, Lincoln. 

Lyde M. Bohne, Grand Island. 
tEmma B. Manchester, Lincoln. 

Mary R. Morgan, Alma. 
*Amanda B. Tisdel, Oberlin, O. 

Mellie C. Hards, Central City. 

Gertrude Horr Connell, Grand Island. 

Emily O. Dil worth, Lincoln. 

Rosalie B. Condon, Pawnee City. 

Alternates. 
Lucy B. Merwin (at large), 

Beaver City. 
♦Eliza Eastman, Omaha. 
Rebecca Cole, Lexington. 
Anna Boyd, Hastings. 
Blanche Maust, Falls City. 



NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

[Organized October 21, 1880. Transferred from Union 
Board, 1883.] 

. *Millie A. Worcester, Rochester. 
. *Ida M. Montgomery, Somersworth. 
. Minnie A. Dana, Manchester. 
. *Ella K, Davis. Rochester. 
. *Emma A. Edgerly, Rochester. 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 
Secretary .... 
Treasurer 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE, Continued. 



Past Department President 



. Mary A. Lull, Milford. 
. Mattie M. Buxton, Boston, Mass. 
. Adaline P. Kent, Portsmouth. 
. Celia F. P. Foster, Milford. 
. Nancy W. Moore, Nashua. 
, Selina A. Stanlels, Concord. 
. Sophia D. Hall, Dover. 
. Sarah £. Runnells, Nashua. 
. Augusta S. Bennett, Manchester. 
. *Fanny E. Minot, Concord. 
Addle S. Hughes, Ashland. 
. H. Lizzie Foster, Milford. 
. *Sophia £. Dodfce, Amherst. 

Delegates, Alternates, 

*Annie P. Dimond (at large), Concord. Flora A. Hanson (at large), Amherst. 



Minnie M. Carr, N. Haverhill. 

Helen T. Gould, Raymond. 
♦Flora A. Bums, Peterhoro. 
♦Mary E. Howe, Hinsdale. 
♦Hattie A. Whitten, Ashland. 
♦Sarah E. Sackett, Barnstead. 



Grace G. Whjrte, Exeter. 

Nellie Andrews, Nashua. 

Julia A. Hill, Milford. 

Nellie L. Hardy, Hollis. 
♦Sarah M. Proctor, Wilton. 
♦Dora A. Miller, Ashland. 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



Delegates, 
Mary J. Mains (at large), Trenton. 
Julia Valantlne, Hoboken. 



NEW JERSEY. 

[Okganized May 6, 1885.] 

♦Esta B. Hann, Atlantic City. 
♦Rosa E. Case, Flemlngton. 

Eliza Slgna, Asbury Park. 

Susie Carson, Atlantic City. 

Hattie Welsanthal, Atlantic City. 
♦Jennie B. Atwood, Trenton. 

Elizabeth M. Work, Newark. 
jAbbie J. Whittler, New Brunswick. 

Mary G. Lannlng, Trenton. 

Amanda O. Daniels, Trenton. 

Elizabeth H. Amer, New Brunswick. 
♦Jennie D. Smith, Plalnfield. 

Sarah A. Reed, Long Branch City. 
♦Emma J. Southwick, Trenton. 
♦Mary M. Morse, Plalnfield. 

Alternates, 
♦Mary O'Hara (at large), Trenton. 
♦Annie M. Shields, Flemlngton. 
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FIFTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



NEW YOEK. 
[Obganized February 7, 1884.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



*Ada G. Mohr, Brooklyn. 
♦Susie H. Carver, Binghamton. 
♦Minnie L. Vogel, Rochester. 
*Abbie DeG. Johnson, Brooklyn. 
*Emeline M. Chaffee, Syracuse. 
tSarah C. Nichols, Auburn. 
JSarah C. Mink, Watertown. 
, *Ellen M. Putnam, Oxford. 
*Kate E. Jones, Ilion. 
*Annie P. Cleary, Rochester. 



Delegates, 
*Sarah E. Fulton (at large), Rochester. 
♦Kate A. Sloan, Syracuse. 
♦Ida Shotts Pentreath, Yonkers. 
♦Nettie M. Parkhurst, Pulaski. 
♦Mary A. Stafford, Oxford. 
♦Amanda Frantz, Geneva. 
♦Anna Davidson, Buffalo. 
♦Ella E. Eason, New York City. 
♦Carolyn Wright, Ilion. 
♦Jennie P. Shepard, Seneca Falls. 
♦Gertrude E. Barry, New York City 
♦Clara B. Marsh, Rochester. 



Alternates, 
Marian C. Coles (at large), Fulton. 
Helen Vanderburg, Lansing. 
Nellie M. Snyder, Rome. 
Annie Wemeck, New York City. 
Nancy D. Burnham, Newark. 
Mary Newell, New York City. 
Susan Lieb, Buffalo. 
Sarah E. Butcher, New York City. 
Philipina McLuckey, Cohoes. 
Ann Schram, Fort Plain. 
Cornelia Green, Olean. 
Kittle Madden, Rochester. 



NOETH DAKOTA. 
[Organized April 23, 1890.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



Delegates. 
♦Kate Black (at large). Valley City. 
♦Jennie Ball, Grafton. 



♦Kate G. Vallandigham, Valley City. 
♦E. Amelia Gearey, Fargo. 

Lucy BUrdick, Minnewaukan. 

Carrie Henry, Valley City. 

Mattie S. Ehrman, Fargo. 

Sara E. B. Smith, Grand Forks. 

Josephine Folsom, Fargo. 

Sue R. Caswell, Grand Forks. 
iGeorgiana Henry, Valley City. 

Mattie S. Ehrman, Fargo. 

Isabella M. Roberts, Devils Lake. 

Alternates. 
Sarah H. Baldwin (at large), Casselton. 
Louise G. Smith, Tower City. 
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OHIO. 

[Oboanized Januaky 30, 1884.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



Delegates, 

♦Olive G. Williams (at large), Troy. 
♦Lettle Avery, Weston. 
*Addie Umbenhauer, Montpelier. 
♦Augusta B. Wright, Findlay. 
♦Lotta D. Crosley, Columbus. 
♦Essie Ammen, Lockland. 
♦Johanna Starbird, Nor walk. 
♦Mary P. Scott, Mt. Vernon. 
♦Laura C, Happersett, Urbana. 
♦Rachel Kirk, Columbus. 
♦Nannie C. Martin, Xenia. 
♦Henrietta Barnes, Collin wood. 

Ellen Applebaugh, Wooster. 

Emma Cook, Madison. 
♦Lurene A. (roodman, Canton. 

Emma Sprague, Marietta. 
♦Hannah U. Maxon, Gallipolis. 



♦Emma F. Cressinger, Ashland. 
♦Maggie Brooks, Cincinnati. 
Mary E. Klein, Toungstown. 
. Ella M. Williamson, Ashland. 
♦Jeannette M. Mann, Ashland. 
Sarah M. E. Battells, Akron, 
tisabelle T. Bagley, Zanesville. 
, Mary E. Bancroft, Columbus. 
, Elizabeth S. Herron, Cincinnati. 
♦Ada F. Clark, Canton. 
♦Mary A. McQuiston Lyon, Dayton. 
♦Anna Opdycke Carroll, Defiance. 
Caroline W. Waddell, Mount Vernon. 
tSarah D. Winans, Troy. 
Salena F. Springsteen, Cleveland. 

Altematea, 

♦Mary W. Thrall (at large), Xenia. 

Lois Keightley, Elmore. 

Lavina Browne, Liberty Center. 

Laura Loutham, Lima. 

Laurena Northcutt, Troy. 

Lydia Curtis, Carthage. 

Clara Hendson, Attica. 

Louisa Gregg, Nevada. 

Lena Robb, Marysville. 

Caroline Roberts, Lancaster. 

Ada Jones, Jeffersonville. 

Mary A. Cliflford, Cleveland. 

Ella Chapman, Akron. 
♦Lurene Bartram, Trumbull. 

Mary Chapman, Burgh Hill. . 

Laura B. Sayre, Marietta. 

Sarah A. Cable, Nelsonville. 



OKLAHOMA. 
[Okoanized May 20, 1893.] 

Department President ♦Nettie M. Wolfe, Nesbitt. 

Senior Vice-President Maria Scott, Guthrie. 

Junior Vice-President Elida Walker, Cleo. 

Secretary ♦Olive M. Laux, Oklahoma. 

Treasurer ♦Mary B. Tounkman, McLoud. 
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FIFTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



OKLAHOMA, Continued. 



Past Department President 



Delegates. 



Jennie M. Jones, Dover. 
Emma C. Pomeroy, Perry. 
tOlive M. Laux, Oklahoma City. 

Alternates. 
Lou Christy (at large), Kingfisher. 



Mattie Huntsberger (at large), 

Hennessey. 
Sarah A. Wedge, Hennessey. *Ida Euder, Kingfisher. 



OREGON. 
[Organized January 28, 1885.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



Delegates. 
Lou Smith (at large), Salem. 
^Mandana C. Thorp, Forest Grove. 



♦Susan Gwilt, Portland. 
Amelia Stockton, Independence. 
Alice Varney, The Dalles. 
Mary Randall, Portland. 
Mary S. Older, Portland. 
Ida M. Babcock, Salem. 
Eliza A. Caukin, Portland. 
Mary H. Ellis, Dover, 111. 
Julia Abraham, Roseburg. 
Fannie E. Lounshury, Portland. 
Nina M. Fry, Eugene. 
Mary J. Train, Albany. 
Celia E. Olmstead, Baker City. 
Nettie J. Ungerman, McMinnville. 
Mary S. Myers, The Dalles. 
Sarah M. McCown, Oregon City. 
Sarah E. Miller, Portland. 

Alternates. 
Julia Lawton (at large), Portland. 
Hattie Cruson, Lebanon. 



PENNSYLVANIA. 

[Organized June 18, 1884.] 

Department President *Alice Starr Hauck, Mechanicsburg. 

Senior Vice-President *Delia Lord, Franklin. 

Junior Vice-President Lizzie Hart, Johnstown. 

Secretary t Abbie Lynch, Allegheny. 

Treasurer *Martha Sherman, Kendall Creek. 
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PENNSYLVANIA, Continued. 



Past Department President 



Delegates. 

*Sara M. Bowman (at large), 

Homestead. 
*L. A. Moore, Wesleyville. 
♦Mary A. H. Lyons, Susquehanna. 
♦Hannah Y. James, Philadelphia. 
*Nan Y. Leslie, Avalon. 
♦Martha General, Wilkes Barre. 
Susie F. Loomis, Scranton. 



t Annie Wittenmyer, Sanatoga. 
t Abble Lynch, Allegheny. 
♦Jennie M. Reavley, Erie, 
t Helen S. Morrison, Smethport. 

S. Marie Lennard, Wilkesbarre. 
♦Emma S. Lindsay, Warren. 

Eva M. Evans, Lockhaven. 
♦Charlotte J. Cumings, Tidioute. 
♦Anna M. Wilbur, Warren. 
♦Fannie A. Boyden, Susquehanna. 

Alternates, 

♦Eliza C. Booth (at large), 

Philadelphia. 
Laura C. Morse, Canton. 
Annie Martin, Renovo. 
Emma C. Henlen, Oil City. 
Anna M. Rosier, Mechanicsburg. 
Kate C. Weir, Hazleton. 
Nellie Clough, Bradford. 



POTOMAC. 
[Organized June 18, 1884.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



♦Georgia G. Bain, Washington, D.C. 
♦Maggie B. Tew, Anacostia, D.C. 
♦Georgia D. Van Fleet, Washington, D.C. 
♦Julia M. Layton, Washington, D.C. 
♦Gladys L. Thompson, Washington, D.C. 
♦Joanna W. Turner, Washington, D.C. 
tida V. Hendricks, Washington, D.C. 
JSusie M. McCabe, Washington, D.C. 
Indiana Cowling, Washington, D.C. 
♦Anna M. Hamilton, Washington, D.C. 
♦Annie W. Johnson, Washington, D.C. 



Delegates. Alternates. 

♦May A. Eldridge (at large), Anna V. Thompkins (at large), 

Kensington, Md. Washington, D.C. 

♦Georgiana Chambers, Marion Gregory, Washington, D.C. 
Washington, D.C. 
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FIFTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



RHODE ISLAND. 



[Organized June 6, 1888.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



Delegates, 
*Emily J. Drown (at large), Warren. 
♦Flora Annes, Providence. 



♦Bessie M. Seymour, Warren. 

Mary J. B. Clark, Westerly. 

Mary E. Cooley, Providence. 
♦Ella F. Burt, East Providence. 

Lizzie E. Prentice, Providence. 

Sarah C. Mason, Pawtucket. 

Mary French, Pawtucket. 

Mary M. Brown, E. Providence. 

Emily L. Sibley, Pawtucket. 

Maria A. Wilson, Providence. 

Celia A. Kinyon, Providence. 

Emily F. Fish, Pawtucket. 

Julia P. Nason, Providence. 

Alternates. 
Lizzie E. Simmons (at large), Bristol. 
Emma Carey, Bristol. 



SOUTH DAKOTA. 
[Organized September II, 18S4.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer .... 
Past Department President 



♦Sue C. Moulton, Faulkton. 

Anna Walsh, Redfield. 

Julia A. Gropengieser, Onida. 

Sarah E. B. Humphrey, Faulkton. 

Kate L. Pafford, Faulkton. 

Alma S. Bennett, Nevada, Mo. 

Leila L Smith, Huron. 
, Louise P. Hauser, Aberdeen. 

Lucy P. Bryson, Gettysburg. 
, Ruth H. Thomas, Huron. 
, *Sara E. Holmes, Olean, N.Y. 
. Carrie M. Cleveland, Hot Springs. 
. Emma F. Robinson, Mitchell. 
. Eppie McMillan, East Pierre. 
. Adelia Hale Connor, Hot Springs. 

Delegates, Alternates, 

♦Clara A. Lukens (at large), ♦Inez M. Owen (at large), 

Mitchell. Chamberlain. 

Almera Stowell, Aberdeen. Belle E. Sharp, Olivet. 

♦Anna M. Williams, Mitchell. Mary A. Bostwick, Redfield. 
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TENNESSEE. 

[Obganized September 6, 1892.] 

Department President *Allda Rule, Knoxville. 

Senior Vice-President Mary F. Tyler, Chattanooga. 

Junior Vice-President Fannie A. Hoyt, Harriman. 

Secretary Annie M. Johnson, Knoxville. 

Treasurer f Harriot E. Pitt, Knoxville. 

Past Department President . . . {Bianca L. Muller, Chattanooga. 

" ** " . . . . Marion C. Ramage, Knoxville. 

" ** ** .... Leonora H. Tucker, Washington, D.C. 

" " " .... *Janie M. S. Case, Chattanooga. 

Delegates, Alternates, 

*Maria E. Dean (at large), * Josephine C. Zeigler (at large), 

Chattanooga. Knoxville. 

Myrtle Willey Bixby, Chattanooga. Isabella R. Crosby, Knoxville. 



TEXAS. 
[Organized March 5, 1890.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 
Secretary .... 
Treasurer .... 
Past Department President 



*Maggie A. Rust, Houston. 
Mary B. Farwell, Denison. 
Mary W. Baker, Dallas. 
Maude Pendley, Houston. 
Clara Maney, Houston. 
Hattie A. Loring, Beeville, Cal. 
, E. A. R. Williams, Denison. 
Ann E. Knight, Belcherville. 
Martha B. Leeds, Dallas. 
Anna M. Wingrove, Denison. 
Lavantia Conger, Waco. 
Lili F. Kline Nichols, Yoakum. 



Delegates, 

♦Annette Van Home (at large), 

Houston. 
♦Sarah Orvis, Houston. Rachel W. Toomey, San Antonio. 



Alternates, 
Belle Ayers (at large), Dallas. 



VERMONT. 

[Organized February 4, 1885.] 

Department President ♦Florence H. Gates, Morrisville. 

Senior Vice-President ♦Alice C. Willoughby, Island Pond. 

Junior Vice-President Mary W. Gould, Ludlow. 
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FIFTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



VERMONT, Continued, 



Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



♦Clara M. Niles, Morrisville. 

Ida A. L. Towne, Morrisville. 

Mina 6. Hooker, Brattleboro. 
*Lucy J. Gibson, Bennington. 
tAmanda T. Newcomb, Montpelier. 

Leonora W. Howe, Brattleboro. 

Janet P. Blackmer, Manchester. 

Charlotte A. H. Thompson, 

St. Johnsbury 

Ellen M. Seaver, Montpelier. 
*Calista R. Jones, Bradford. 
♦Alice A. Henry, Chester. 

Delia M. Needham, Rutland. 

A. Louise Putnam, Brattleboro. 



Delegates* 

♦Mary E. Famham (at large), 

Bradford. 
♦Edna Lawrence, S wanton. 
♦Lena R. B. Pierce, Yergennes. 

Florence Russell, Castleton. 

Rosetta Whitney, Morrisville. 



Alternates. 
♦Eliza Cutting (at large,) Bennington. 

Louise Stafford, Barton Landing. 
♦Emma C. Henry, Chester. 
Louise Claghorn, Wallingford. 
Julia A. Sheldon, Dorset. 



WASHINGTON AND ALASKA. 
[Organized Novembbr 11, 1886.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer .... 
Past Department President 



Delegates, 

♦Anna Webster (at large), Seattle. 
Georgia Tift, Everett. 



♦Frankie E. Bedell, Walla WaUa. 
Annie Knapp, Kelso. 
Harriet Huston, New Whatcom. 
May Worden, Walla Walla. 
Lizzie Carnes, Walla Walla. 
Viola A. Kenyon, Ventura, Cal. 
Helen Burke, Seattle. 
Lucy A. Ide, Spokane Falls. 
May Evans, Walla Walla. 
Sarah M. Tomlinson, Tacoma. 
Lizzie R. Herrick, Seattle. 
Jennie S. Holmes, Seattle. 
Anna Watson, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Lizzie Carnes, Walla Walla. 
Ursula M. Mattison, Tacoma. 

Alternates, 

Fannie W. Cannon, Spokane. 
Lucy Martin, Orting. 
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WEST VIRGINIA. 
[Organized April 27, 1893.] 

Department President *Mary C. Moeck, Parkersburg. 

Senior Vice-President Mary W. Hanson, Buckhannon. 

Junior Vice-President Margaret J. Whitman, Ben wood. 

Secretary *Faimie Cecil, Parkersburg. 

Treasurer Mary J. Warthen, Grafton. 

Past Department President . . . Amanda L. Murdoch, Wheeling. 
** .... *Ellen F. Daniels, Charleston. 

" " ** .... *Maria E. Leeds, Grafton. 

Delegates, Alternates, 

*Maggie Williamson (at large), Mollie Shaffer (at large), 

Parkersburg. Wheeling. 

*Helen M. Levalley, HuntingCon. Mary £. Michaelson, Charleston. 



WISCONSIN. 
[Organized June 6, 1884.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



. *Lettle F. Withers, Eau Claire. 

. Bell W. Bliss, Baraboo. 

. * Martha Sho waiter, Lancaster. 

. *Louesa N. Fort, Eau Claire. 

. Elizabeth Skeel, Menomonie. 

. Harriet Dunlap, Lodi. 

. Gertie Rogers, Oconomowoc. 

. *Caroline H. Bell, Milwaukee. 

. ♦Helen H. Charlton, Brodhead. 

. Helen N. Puffer, Monroe. 

. Louise C. Williams, Oconomowoc. 

. Bell S. Hanover, Merrill. 

• ♦Elizabeth Skeel, Menomonie. 

. Lucinda C. Burchard, Fort Atkinson. 



Delegates, 

♦Harriette L. Welton (at large), 

Madison, 

Julia Thomas, Milwaukee. 
♦Elizabeth Little, Portage. 
♦Mary Brooks Brown, Waupaun. 
♦Algenia S. Damuth, Fort Atkinson. 
♦Alice Armstrong, River Falls. 
♦Emma A. Shores, Ashland. 

Nellie Bruce, Merrill. 



Alternates, 

♦Anna Goldsmith (at large), 

Milwaukee. 

Susie Rogers, Wantoma. 

Dr. Helen Harl)ert, Kenosha. 

Sophia Loebel, Milwaukee. 

Martha D. Weld, Hancock. 
♦Hannah Schilling, Racine. 

Jennie Coville, Berlin. 

Mary A. Lindley, La Crosse. 
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Detached Corps. 

ARIZONA (3 Corps) 

J. W. Owens, No. 1, Phoenix. 
President Louise G. Lighthizer, Phoenix 

Alexander, No. 2, Globe. 
President Hattie M. Allison, Globe 

Barrett, No. 8, Prescott. 
President Sara McCrea, Prescott 

ARKANSAS (3 Corps). 

Curtis, No. 1, Siloam Springs. 
President Sarah Moyer, Siloam Springs 

WiNFiELD Scott, No. 2, McAlmont. 
President Ella Sullivan, McAlmont, Pulaski Co. 

JuDSON, No. 4, Little Rock. 
President Ann Williams, Little Bock 

FLORIDA (6 Corps). 

B. C. Lincoln, No. 2, Key West. 
President Mary Gabriel, Key West 

Charles Gabriel, No. 3, Jacksonville. 
President .... Isabella Tatton, 740 Pippin St., Jacksonville 

John A. Logan, No. 4, St. Augustine. 
President Dora Morrills, St. Augustine 

A. H. Terry, No. 6, Tampa. 
President Luanna Ross, West Tampa 

P. H. Sheridan, No. 6, Femandina. 
President Louisa Johnson, Femandina 

Kit Carson, No. 7, St. Petersburg. 
President Susie Walters, St. Petersburg 
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GEORGIA (3 Cobps). 

J. B. Steadman, No. 1, Tallapoosa. 
President Frances M. Jones, Tallapoosa 

Colony, No. 2, Fitzgerald. 
President Rinda Scott, Fitzgerald 

Robert G. Shaw, No. 3, Savannah. 
President *Loaisa Wright, Savannah 



INDIAN TERRITORY (2 Cobps). 

Gabfield, No. 1, Muscogee. 
President Sarah C. Bridgman, Muscogee 

Edwabd Vass, No. 2, Krebs. 
President Martha J. Boots, Erebs 



NEW MEXICO (2 Cobps). 

G. K. Warben, No. 1, Albuquerque. 
President Rebecca Granger, Albuquerque 

Kearney, No. 5, White Oaks. 
President Llna B. Parker, White Oaks 



NORTH CAROLINA (4 Cobps). 

James C. Beecheb, No. 1, Newbem. 
President .... Catherine C. Dudley, 12 Cypress St., Newbem 

Fletcher, No. 2, Elizabeth City. 
President Phoebe Jones, Elizabeth City 

Fluchers, No. 3, Washington. 
President Sarah Winfield, Washington 

J. C. Abbott, No. 4, Wilmington. 
President Julia Telfair, Wilmington 
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SOUTH CAROLINA (3 Corps). 

David Hunter, No. 1, Beaufort. 
President Ellen Haynes, Beaufort 

Wm. N. Reed, No. 2, Charleston. 
President Hattie O. Pugh, 18 America St., Charleston 

Abraham Lincoln, No. 3, Hilton Head. 
President Nancy Christopher, Hilton Head 

TENNESSEE (5 Corps). 

Lincoln, No. 4, Nashville. 
President Letha Peppers, 1393 Hynes St., Nashville 

IsHAM Young, No. 5, Knoxville. 
President .... Cornelia Bradley, 206 Georgia St., Knoxville 

Douglas, No. 6, Memphis. 
President .... Eachel T. Williams, 21 Como St., Memphis 

Chickamauga, No. 7, Chattanooga. 
President .... Lucie S. D. Sessions, 101)4 ^ •^^m Chattanooga 

James G. Blaine, No. 8, Columbia. 
President Alice Johnson, Columbia 

UTAH (5 Corps). 

J. B. McKean, No. 1, Salt Lake. 
President .... Frances Boyce, 726 E. 3d South St.,- Salt Lake 

♦Martha M. Campbell, Past President. 

John A. Dix, No. 2, Ogden. 
President Mary A. Couch, Ogden 

George R. Maxwell, No. 3, Salt Lake. 
President .... Nettie Palmer, 222 N. 1st West St., Salt Lake 

John A. Logan, No. 4, Ogden. 
President Anna M. Breeden, Ogden 

William T. Sherman, No. 5, Provo. 
President Mary C. Dougall, Springville 
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VIRGINIA (20 Corps). 

Cailloux, No. 1, Norfolk. 
President Mary J. Gordon, Wilson Ave., Norfolk 

Geoboe a. Custeb, No. 2, Richmond. 
President Catherine Burnett, Richmond 

Shaw, No. 8, Norfolk. 
President Nannie Clark, 8 Calvary St., Norfolk 

Silas Fellows, No. 4, Portsmouth. 
President »Sarah E. Tynes, Portsmouth 

Lincoln, No. 6, Princess Anne. 
President . . Minnie Goodman, P.O. Address 39 Market Sq., Norfolk 

Grant, No. 6, Bridgetown. 
President ♦Sallie Brickous, Shadyside 

Draper, No. 7, Deep Creek. 
President Susan E. Overton, Deep Creek 

Garfield, No. 8, Hampton. 
President Mary E. Parker, Hampton 

Sherman, No. 9, Onancock. 
President • Mary J. Finney, Onancock 

Burnside, No. 10, Franktown. 
President Maggie F. Carter, Franktown 

Tracy, No. 11, Berkeley. 
President Ada Jackson, Berkeley 

Dahlgren, No. 12, Norfolk. 
President .... * Adeline M. Williams, 275 Brewer St., Norfolk 

John A. Logan, No. 13, Hampton. 

President Josie G. Smith, Phoebus 

♦Nellie C. McGeehan, Junior Vice-President, Phoebus 

P. J. Carter, No. 14, Mappsville. 
President Virginia Parker, Mappsville 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



30 FIFTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OP 

VIRGINIA, Continued. 

W. T. Sherman, No. 15, Phoebus. 
President Amanda Kmger, Phoebus 

Phil Keabney, No. 16, Richmond. 
President Katie M. Russell, 616 Ninth St., Richmond 



R. Justin Moore, No. 17, Portsmouth. 
President .... Elsie Henderson, Columbia St., Portsmouth 

Mitchell, No. 18, Wallaceton. 
President Virginia Sykes, Wallaceton 

Hollow AY, No. 19, Capeville. 
President Mary House, Capeville. 

William Teamah, No. 20, Oceana. 
President Sarah Dortry, Oceana, Princess Anne Co. 
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JOURNAL 



OF THE 



FIFTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION 



WOMAN'S RELIEF CORPS, 



AUXILIARY TO THE G.A.R. 



THURSDAY — MORNING SESSION. 

The Fifteenth National Convention of the Woman's Relief 
Corps, Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic, met at Con- 
cert Hall, Buffalo, N.Y., Thursday, Aug. 26, 1897, at 10 a.m., 
National President Agnes Hitt in the chair. 

National President : Ladies, as my voice is not very strong 
this morning, I am going to appeal to you to be as quiet as possi- 
ble so that I can be heard. It will be a kindness to you as well as 
to me. 

Moved by Lizabeth A. Turner of Massachusetts, seconded by 
Cora Day Young of Ohio, that the first session of this Convention 
be an open one. [Carried.] 

The roll of National officers was then called by the National 
Secretary. 

National President: This Convention will now be opened 
with prayer by Mrs. Alice M. A. Pickler, the National Chaplain. 

National Chaplain: Our Father, we ask Thy blessing upon 
us at the beginning of this Convention. Wilt Thou be with us. 
May the spirit of love and fraternity be uppermost in our hearts 
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all the time. Dear Father, bless our President in her work of 
presiding over this Convention, and we ask Thee to bless all the 
National Officers throughout this country. These things we ask 
in Thy name. Amen. 

The Convention then joined in repeating the Lord's Prayer, 
which was followed by one verse of the Opening Ode. 

The National Secretary, Mrs. Ida S. McBride, then read the 
following appointments : — 

ASSISTANT NATIONAL SECRETARY. 

Emma Stark Hampton of Michigan. 

CHIEF CONDUCTOR. 

Lue Stuart Wadsworth of Massachusetts. 

ASSISTANT CONDUCTORS. 

Katherine G. Raynor, Ohio; Elizabeth Vail, New York ; 
Carrie T. Alexander, Illinois ; Julia E. Dockery, Missouri ; Laura 
F. Cumings, Pennsylvania. 

CHIEF GUARD. 

Imogene L. Guion, New York. 

ASSISTANT GUARDS. 

Mary F. Noxon, Connecticut; Jessie Goodman, Kansas; 
Nellie M. Carlton, Maine ; Thyetta M. Gilson, Illinois ; Gertrude 
L. Mitchell, Indiana; Clara Davis, Iowa; Isabella Morrison^ 
Rhode Island. 

CREDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 

National Secretary Ida S. McBride, Chairman, Indianapolis ; 
Jennie Bross, Illinois; Frelove W. Elam, Indiana; Alida Rule, 
Tennessee ; Sarah E. Fulton, New York. 

PRESS COMMITTEE. 

Samantha West Miller, Chairman, Indianapolis; Hollen E. 
Day, Missouri ; Mary A. North, Anacostia, D. C. ; Isabel Worrell 
Ball, Washington, D.C. ; Althea 0. Conable, Clinton, Iowa; Fan- 
nie E. White, Urban a, Ohio ; Inez J. Bender and Rachel Gruelich, 
Illinois. 
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STENOGRAPHERS. 

Ella Snyder, Indiana ; Katherine L. Kercheval, Indiana. 

PIANIST. 

Kate Reidpath, Buffalo, N. Y. 

National President: The National officers who are in the 
body of the house will please come to the platform. 

National President : The Chairman of the Ladies' Citizens' 
Committee and her committee are ready to visit us, and in order 
that it may be done properly, I wish to announce my Reception 
Committee. 

RECEPTION COMMITTEE. 

Charity Rusk Craig, Chairman, Wisconsin; Ellen M. Put- 
nam, New York; Melissa Caylor, Indiana; Cora Day Young, 
Ohio; Helen S. Morrison, Pennsylvania; Mary E. Ninekirk, 
Kentucky ; Sarah C. Nichols, New York. 

The Reception Committee will please retire to the ante-room 
and escort Mrs. Fulton and her committee to the platform. 

National President: Ladies, I have the very great pleasure of 
introducing to you Mrs. Robert Fulton, Chairman, and members 
of the Ladies' Citizens' Committee of Buffalo. Salute. 

National President: Mrs. Fulton, it gives me very great 
pleasure to greet you this morning in my Convention, and extend 
to you and your committee my very cordial appreciation of your 
great services. 

Mrs. Fulton : Mrs. President and members of the Woman's 
Relief Corps, I am very glad to meet you in Buffalo, and I am 
happy to greet you in the name of the Woman's Citizens' Commit- 
tee. We are proud to entertain such a noble body of women. 
We have looked forward to entertaining the Grand Army of the 
Republic and its auxiliary organizations, and have done all we 
could to make the time pleasant while you are here. What is 
your motto ? Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty. It seems to me 
that means so much, if you only live up to it. Fraternity, that 
means human brotherhood, irrespective of race, creed, or religion. 
It means that we are brothers in the broadest sense of the term, 
throughout the whole world, brothers and sisters. Loyalty, what 
does that mean ? It means that we shall be true to ourselves and 
in every way true to our brothers and sisters. 

3 
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*' This above all : To thine own self be true, 
And it must follow, as the night the day, 
Thou canst not then be false to any man." 

And Charity. Charity means much. " Charity suffereth long 
and is kind." Charity of opinion, not only of action. We know 
that you have been loyal. We know of your gifts to the old 
soldiers. We know of the large sums that you have spent. But 
charity means more than that, for it means charity of opinion, 
charity of speech, so that' it seems to me that your motto means a 
great deal. And now, Mrs. President, allow me, in the name of 
the Ladies' Citizens' Committee, in token of our respect for you 
and our esteem, to present to you these flowers. Let me present 
to you Mrs. Benjamin Williams, the Vice-President of the Ladies' 
Citizens' Committee. She has housed the Loyal Home Workers, 
the Army Nurses and the Daughters of Veterans, and has worked 
hard for the success of this Encampment. 

Mrs. Williams : Mrs. President and Ladies of the Woman's 
Relief Corps. It gives me great pleasure to stand before you this 
morning and know what you represent. You represent a united 
thought and that which stands for the relief of thousands of noble 
naen who fought our battles. I stand here this morning, not only 
as the Vice-President of the Ladies' Citizens' Committee, but as 
the President of the Woman's Protective Association of Buffalo^ 
an institution which stands for the relief, education and uplifting 
of women ; and we have this week opened our doors in hospitality 
and welcome to every member of the Grand Army of the Republic 
and the Woman's Relief Corps, and every other Association that 
may choose to make our home, and it is a beautiful one, a resting 
place. When you choose to come you will find hospitality and a 
welcome there, and we shall be glad to see you all. 

Mrs. Fulton: Mrs. Edgar B. Jewett, the wife of the Mayor, 
and the Chairman of the Reception Committee of the Ladies' Citi- 
zens' Committee. 

Mrs. Jewett : I simply wish to exend to you the welcome of 
the city in the name of the Mayor. He wishes me to say that he 
is very busy with the duties of his office in welcoming the Grand 
Army of the Republic, and will not be able to attend the sessions 
of the Woman's Relief Corps, but that he wants you to have the 
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freedom of the city and hopes that you will have a pleasant time 
while here. , I want to present these flowers in his name. 

Mrs. Fulton : And now, ladies, let me present to you Mrs. 
Robert Atkins, one of your own members. I feel that I owe pub- 
lic thanks to Mrs. Atkins for the services she has rendered to the 
Woman's Citizens' Committee. She has worked since April for 
the women who were coming to Buffalo, and herself personally has 
housed and cared for the comfort of over thirty thousand men and 
women, and I feel that I cannot thank her too much publicly. 

Mrs. Atkins : I have been delegated by the Woman's Relief 
Corps of Buffalo to present to you this floral offering. In eastern 
lands they talk in flowers. They tell in a garland of their loves 
and sentiments, and each flower that blooms in a garden bower 
opens its leaves. 

We must remember at this time that it is the hands of the 
Woman's Relief Corps which pluck the flowers and cover the 
graves of our valiant dead, awakening in loving minds with 
flowers the memory of our departed loved ones. Watered by Lib- 
erty's tears and smiles, their bloom will be eternal. These beauti- 
ful flowers, fresh from the loving hands of the Woman's Relief 
Corps members of Buffalo, will, I trust, be more fragrant and more 
beautiful when you remember that they are accompanied by the 
best wishes of the donors for your future happiness, and their 
appreciation of your ability as National President. 

National President: Mrs. Fulton, allow me to express my 
very great appreciation not only of your visit, but of the beautiful 
words that you have spoken, and these lovely flowers ; and I wish 
to extend to the Mayor my thanks for his appreciation of us and 
our regret that he cannot be present. Mrs. Atkins, will you 
kindly convey to. the women of Buffalo our appreciation of their 
great services? 

The committee was then escorted from the hall while the 
pianist played "Marching Through Georgia." 

National President : Ladies, I now have the pleasure of intro- 
ducing to you your National officers. I have the pleasure of 
introducing to you our National Senior Vice-President, who has 
lately come into our ranks, but whom we welcome kindly and cor- 
dially, Mrs. Norton of Minnesota; and your National Junior 
Vice-President, Mrs. Amelia F. Colgan of Virginia, your National 
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Secretary, Ida S. McBride, and your National Treasurer, Mrs. 
Bagley, whom you all know, the National Chaplain, Alice M. A. 
Pickler, the National Inspector, Julia G. Sine, the National Coun- 
selor, who needs no introduction whatever, the National I. & I. 
officer, Sarah D. Winans of Ohio, the Chairman of the Executive 
Board, Mrs. Helen R. Griffith of Iowa, also Mrs. Sarah E. Milham 
and Mrs. Abhie A. Adams of the Executive Board. Ladies, salute. 

National President : The Past National Presidents will please 
present themselves at the platform. 

National President : Ladies, I now have the pleasure of intro- 
ducing your past National Presidents, Mrs. Sherwood, Mrs. Hamp- 
ton, Mrs. Craig, Mrs. Wittenmyer, Mrs. Wickins, Mrs. Wallace, 
and Mrs. Turner. Ladies, salute. 

The National Senior Vice-President, Nettie M. Norton, was 
called to the chair and the National President proceeded to read 
her address. 

[_ See page 201 for continuation of Froceediyigs,'] 
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Address of the National President. 



Officers and Members of the Fifteenth National Convention : 

Once more the great clock of time has ticked into eternity one 
more short year and we gather together to account for the golden 
moments spent in words and deeds for the grand organization to 
which we belong. 

THE year's work. 

With some trepidation but with brave hearts and a full appre- 
ciation of the honor received from the Fourteenth National Con- 
vention^ we established Headquarters in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
where we have done our part in adding to the pages of history 
being made by the Woman's Relief Corps. 

NATIONAL W.R.C. HOME. 

Almost immediately after our return from St. Paul I had the 
very great pleasure of spending several days at the National 
W.R.C. Home at Madison, 0., where, under the gentle and 
ever watchful care of the Superintendent, Clare H. Burleigh, " the 
wards of the Woman's Relief Corps " are being tenderly cared for. 
The reports of the Superintendent and the Chairman of the Board 
of Directors show the Home in the most excellent condition. 

REVISIONS. 

The revision of the Red Book ordered by the Thirteenth 
National Convention, and not issued as ordered because of the 
large supply of a former edition in the hands of the National 
Treasurer, was printed in the early part of this year. The work 
was most carefully done and the book in its present form is a great 
assistance to the officers and members of the Order. In this con- 
nection I would make 

Recommendation No, 1. That no further revision of the Red 
Book be made until the present edition be exhausted, but what- 
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ever changes are made shall be printed on pages the size of 
the Red Book, these pages to be gummed on one edge so they 
can be easily inserted. I also recommend that this method apply 
to Ritual and Service Books. 

In addition to the Red Book the changes ordered for the 
Ritual were made in the last edition ; gummed slips with the 
changes being issued for the 1896 edition. The cash book was also 
revised, and is now being issued, setting apart one-fourth of 
the leaves for "Relief Fund." Finding the Specimen Sheets, 
Gash Book and Ledger misleading, they were most carefully re- 
vised, making the system of keeping the Corps books clear and 
comprehensive. All necessary changes ordered from time to time 
in the Blanks of the Order have been made. In making the few 
changes in the Ritual it was deemed best to eliminate the clause 
regarding the " Signs of the Order." The reasons are obvious. 



NATIONAL ORGANIZATION. 

While the National Secretary's Report will show a loss of 
" members in good standing," it will also show in the aggregate a 
gain of 20 Corps and over 4,000 members, making in all 3,223 
Corps and 142,885 members. However, for the last two years the 
Order, while holding its own, has not increased as it should. 
There are many reasons for this, one being the financial depression 
throughout the country. Recognizing the success of other organi- 
zations in the manner of increasing their membership by detailing 
one of their members for that purpose, and fully knowing that the 
expense occurring from this work would be more than balanced by 
the increased revenue in the charter fees, sale of supplies, and 
per capita tax, I most earnestly offer 

Recommendation No. 2. That the incoming National Presi- 
dent appoint a National Organizer whose duty it shall be to or- 
ganize Corps in States where there are no Departments, and assist 
Departments when called upon, and do all in her power to increase 
the membership of the Woman's Relief Corps. 

The time that is allotted to us to work for the Union veteran 
is growing very short. It behooves us to renew our ardor and in- 
crease our strength. 
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS. 

For a number of years resolutions have come to the National 
Convention asking that the comrades of the Grand Army of the 
Republic be admitted to membership in our Order. Considering 
that we owe our existence to the Grand Army of the Republic and 
that the Sons of Veterans and all other allied societies admit them 
to honorary membership, it seems only right that we should 
extend to them the welcoming hand. In order that we may 
enter into this new line of thought in a dignified, considerate 
manner, I offer 

Recommendation No. 3. That the following additions be made 
to the Rules and Regulations : Corps may admit to associate mem- 
bership any member of the Grand Army of the Republic. An 
associate member shall be admitted when proposed by a member 
of a Corps who shall vouch for his eligibility, and elected by a 
majority rising vote of members present and voting. After 
taking the obligation of associate members they shall receive the 
passwords. Associate members may be present at any business 
session, but shall not be entitled to a vote at any time and shall 
not be allowed to enter upon any discussion unless invited to do 
so by a vote of the Corps. Associate members may be elected and 
obligated at Department or National Conventions. 

THE RITUAL. 

The third object of the Woman's Relief Corps is " to inculcate 
lessons of patriotism and love of country among our children and 
in the communities in which we live." In carrying out this 
great principle of our Order we have placed flags on our school- 
houses, patriotic primers, salutes and charts in our schools ; but in 
our zeal in accomplishing all this we have forgotten that in our 
ritualistic work we have nothing to indicate our own allegiance to 
our country's flag. After consulting a number of the members of 
the Order it has been decided to place before you some changes in 
and additions to the Ritual which have been carefully prepared 
and which I most earnestly recommend to your consideration and 
for adoption. I offer this as Recommendation No, 4. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE POTOMAC. 

A petition was received at Headquarters a few months since 
from about one-sixth of the members of the Department of the 
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Potomac, asking that Department be remanded to Detached Corps, 
giving the reasons therefor. This petition was signed by many 
of the representative women of the Department, a number of 
whom were Past Department officers. This was followed by a 
counter-petition with a larger number of signatures attached. 
Communications were poured in with charges for and counter- 
charges against, until the matter seemed so serious that with the 
advice of the National Counselor a committee, composed of Mrs. 
L. A. Turner and Emma R. Wallace, was appointed to accompany 
me to Washington, D.C., to investigate and, if possible, bring 
order and peace out of the discord. 

On Tuesday, June 8, Mrs. Wallace met me in Washington 
and accompanied me to the Department Headquarters, where we 
gave the Department officers a careful and patient hearing. Noth- 
ing was developed except to confirm opinions already formed from 
the voluminous documents received at National Headquarters. 
The Department Counselor suggested that a mass meeting of the 
Corps be held, which was done Thursday evening, June 10. This 
meeting developed a condition of affairs that calls for measures 
that will settle once for all the ever-recurring difficulties of the 
Department of the Potomac. Wherefore, for the advancement of 
the Order in the city of Washington and for the best interest and 
progress of the Department of the Potomac itself, I offer 

Recommendation No. 5. That at the end of the present 
Department administration the Department of the Potomac be 
remanded to Detached Corps. 



IN MEMORIAM. 

During the year we have been called upon to mourn the loss 
of our Past National President, Sarah C. Mink, and the National 
Senior Vice-President, Marie Hasen winkle. During the last 
National Convention many hearts were saddened by the informa- 
tion of Mrs. Mink's serious illness. In December " God's finger 
touched her and she slept.'' In the stillness of the night a few 
short weeks ago, Marie Hasenwinkle passed from the natural 
sleep to the sleep of death, painlessly, quietly leaving earth for 
heaven. The fullest sympathy of every member of the Woman's 
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Eelief Corps goes out to Comrade Mink in his grief and loneliness, 
and to Comrade Hasenwinkle and his children in their bereavement 
and sorrow. 

**• A human soul went forth into the night, 

Shutting behind it death's mysterious door, 
And shaking off, with strange, resistless might, 

The dust that once it wore. 
So swift its flight, so suddenly it sped — 

As when by skilful hand a bow is bent 
The arrow flies — those watching round the bed 

Marked not the way it went. 

Through the clear silence of the moonless dark, 

Leaving no footprint of the way it trod. 
Straight as an arrow cleaving to its mark, 

The soul went home to God. 
* Alas ! ' they cried, * she never saw the morn. 

But fell asleep outwearled with the strife.' 
Nay, rather, she arose and met the dai^n 

Of Everlasting Life." 



A BIRTHDAY TESTIMONIAL. 



In the month of May a circular was sent to the National 
Headquarters for approval, signed by three members of the De- 
partment of Pennsylvania, two members of the Woman's Relief 
Corps Home Board, and the chairman of the National Executive 
Board, containing an appeal to the members of our Order for 
contributions to a birthday testimonial to our Past National 
President, Mrs. Wittenmyer. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer's services during the Civil War in hospitals 
and camps for the alleviation of our suffering soldiers, — thousands 
of soldiers being provided with good food through her success in 
establishing special diet kitchens, — her work for army nurses in 
procuring pensions, and her untiring ejfforts in the interests of the 
National Woman's Relief Corps Home, all call for our highest 
recommendation, and no testimonial could be more worthily 
bestowed. Corps doubtlessly have responded as well as they 
could, considering the stringency of the times and the many 
demands upon their treasuries. 
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But the piteous appeals that have come to us since from two 
widows of soldiers, one asking for six hundred dollars and the 
other for two hundred dollars to pay the mortgages on their homes, 
and our inability to respond, leads us to make 

Recommendation No. 6. That hereafter no such appeal, how- 
ever meritorious, shall be sent out unless it emanate from National 
Headquarters through the National President, with the advice of 
the National Council. 

ANDERSONVILLE. 

The Fourteenth National Convention accepted from the 
Department of Georgia, Grand Army of the Republic, the Ander- 
sonville Prison Property. By accepting this gift we pledged 
ourselves to ^* accept it as a sacred trust and improve and keep it 
in order." To many the terms seemed indeed difficult and the 
heart sickened at the task, but generous hearts have responded 
liberally to the call", and made possible the first steps toward the 
accomplishment of our purposes. Some months ago the deed to 
this property was placed in my hands. The committee into whose 
hands was placed the management of this " sacred trust '' will tell 
you what has been accomplished and the plans for the future. 
May wisdom guide you in your deliberations on this most 
important subject. 

PATRIOTIC TEACHING. 

When the Eleventh National Convention, held in the city of 
Indianapolis, adopted the resolution on the subject of Patriotic 
Teaching, no one realized the scope of the work nor the great good 
that was to be accomplished. From the introduction of the flag 
salute into our public schools has grown a desire for information 
regarding the origin and history of the flag, and thus one step has 
led us to another until the Woman's Relief Corps has joined hands 
with the Grand Army of the Republic in their efforts to place in 
the hands of the children of this country histories that will tell 
the true story of the heroes of the Union army who fought to 
sustain the honor of the nation. Our methods have gone abroad 
and are being studied by other countries, and due credit is being 
given to our noble organization, whose corner-stone is loyalty and 
devotion to our country and flag. Your attention is called to the 
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report of the Chairman of the Committee on Patriotic Teaching, 
whose recommendations will call for your most careful consid- 
eration. 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN. 

The committee appointed for this branch of our work will 
report to you in detail the work accomplished during the year. It 
was our pleasure to attend the meeting of the Executive Board of 
the National Council of Women held in the city of Boston last 
December. Among the many pleasant features of the meeting the 
most pleasant, and to a member of the Woman's Relief Corps, 
the most impressive, was the beautiful flag salute, given under the 
direction of the Standing Committee of the Council on Patriotic 
Teaching, of which Kate B. Sherwood is chairman, and conducted 
by Lue Stuart Wads worth of Boston. Knowing that this work 
was so essentially a part of the Woman's Relief Corps work, which 
has been engrafted in the Council by the representatives of the 
Order, attention was given to the effect upon the members of that 
body. Looking about as the children responded to the questions 
from the Patriotic Primer, which was followed by the pledge to 
the flag, tears were in the eyes of that great body of women who 
represent the best interests of women in the United States. 

LAWS OF THE ORDER. 

Finding that an error has crept into the Ritual on page 35, 
under the head of Corps Books, which is misleading, the change 
having been made without the authority of the National Conven- 
tion, I make 

Recommendation No, 7. That this clause be restored to its 
original wording, which is, " The following books are furnished to 
every Corps when organized, viz. : ten Rituals, two Service Books, 
a Journal, Roll Book, Order Book, General Order File and Letter 
File for the Secretary's use; for Treasurer's ute, a Cash Book, 
Ledger and Receipt Book." 

From year to year the National Inspectors report Corps 
, charging less than the regular admission fee. Believing that it is 
caused by a misinterpretation of the law, I make 

Recommendation No, 8. That Section 1, Art. II., Chap. II., 
Rules and Regulations, be changed to read, ^^ and must be accom- 
panied by an admission fee of not less than one dollar and fifty 
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cents, which includes the price of badge and copy of the Kales and 
Regulations." 

In order that our laws may not be inconsistent, and regarding 
District Conventions as beneficial to our Order, I make 

Itecommendation No, 9. That Departments may establish 
District Conventions, and Rules and Regulations be so amended. 

As the clause in Rules and Regulations, Section 1, Art. V., 
Chap, v., relating to inspection at District Conventions, is some- 
what obscure, I make 

Recommendation No, 10. That the following change be 
made : Corps in Departments exemplifying the ritualistic work at 
District Conventions shall be inspected at that time. 

Finding that the Press Correspondent's badge does not con- 
form to Rules and Regulations, Chap. V., Art. XXI., Sects. 1 and 
2, which says : — 

Section 1. The membership badge of the Woman's Relief Corps 
shall be, in form and material, that adopted at the National Convention 
held in Minneapolis, July 23, 1884, and no other shall be worn as the 
badge of the Woman's Relief Corps, except that prescribed for the 
officers and past officers, and must be obtained from Headquarters 
through the proper channels. 

This badge is a Maltese cross of copper bronze, with a Grand Army 
medallion suspended from a bar pin, bearing the initials **F., C. & L." 
(Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty), by a red, white and blue ribbon, one 
and one-half inches long in the clear, and one and one-fourth inches in 
width. 

Sect. 2. The official badge is the same, except that the bar pin 
designates the office, and the ribbon is of solid color, blue designating 
the Corps, red the Department, and yellow the National. 

Recommendation No, 11. That hereafter Press Correspond- 
ents' badges be made to correspond to all other badges, past and 
present rank, and that Rules and Regulations be so amended. 

Recommendation No, 12, That the badge for the Chief of 
Staff shall have on the bar-pin the words " Senior Aide." 

From information received from the Departments, especially 
from the far West, we find that our present law on reinstatement 
of dropped members often causes grave injustice. 

Recommendation No. 13. That Sect. 2, Art. IV., Chap. V., 
Rules and Regulations, be changed to read " upon payment of the 
regular initiation fee." 
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FINANCES. 



It is with great satisfaction that we are able to say that the 
National Treasurer reports for the year ending June 30, 1897, all 
obligations due the National Organization from the Departments 
and Detached Corps have been met, several of which have been 
carried from year to year. It is the. first time in the history of 
the Order when it could be said that there is nothing outstanding 
for supplies. This is creditable alike to Departments and De- 
tached Corps, as well as to the National Treasurer, who has 
guarded well the doors of our treasury. This most faithful oflBcer 
has, by her devotion to her duties, been able to bring to you this 
splendid result, making it for the first time possible to say the 
Woman's Relief Corps is neither debtor nor creditor. Taking into 
consideration the very arduous duty of the National Treasurer, I 
make 

Recommendation No, 14. That the sum of $50.00 be now 
allowed the National Treasurer for clerk hire, and the same 
amount be allowed annually. 

OFFICIAL VISITS. 

My first official visit was made to Buffalo, N.Y., where I went 
to arrange for the Fifteenth National Convention. There I had 
the pleasure of meeting with General Clarkson, the Commander-in- 
Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, and several members of 
his staff. The Commander-in-Chief very kindly extended an in- 
vitation to me and the members of my staff who were in Buffalo, 
to go with his party to extend congratulations and pay our respects 
to Major McKinley, President-elect of the United States. The 
invitation was accepted, and the party went to Canton, 0., where 
we were received most graciously by Major McKinley, who 
promised to visit the National Convention at Buffalo. En route 
to Canton, we were most graciously received and entertained in 
the city of Cleveland, 0., by Army and Navy Post of that city. 

Through courtesies received from the railroad officials I was 
successful in visiting in all, eleven Departments : Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts, Potomac, Maryland, Michigan, Texas, West Vir- 
ginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Indiana and Ohio. A very great 
effort was made to visit other Departments, but the time fixed for 
Conventions was so arranged that it was impossible to do so 
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without exceeding the amount set apart for that purpose. With 
two or three exceptions the Departments visited were the smaller 
ones, and those that needed the encouragement given hy the 
presence of the National President. The incoming National Presi- 
dent will find that there is still work to do. 



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

Words fail to express the appreciation of the loyal support we 
have received from the Commander-in-Chief, Thaddeus S. Clarkson. 
He has unhesitatingly endorsed our work, and, among friends and 
enemies as well, he has been our fearless champion. The Woman's 
Relief Corps has nothing to fear when such a man stands at the 
head of the Grand Army of the Republic ! To Charles E. 
Burmester, Adjutant-General, and to J. C. Winans, Chief of Staff, 
thanks are due for the many courtesies received from them. 

To Department Commanders who so promptly responded to 
their request to send with their General Orders Circular Letter 
No. 2, setting forth the objects, aims and work accomplished by 
the Woman's Relief Corps to Post Commanders and comrades, our 
thanks are especially due. Where all have been so kind it is 
almost unjust to mention any one in particular; but we will be 
pardoned for especially expressing our gratitude to James S. 
Dodge, Department Commander of Indiana, who in his General 
Orders No. 3, referred to the Woman's Relief Corps in language 
whose meaning could not be mistaken, viz.: "The Commander 
desires to emphasize the fact that there is but one auxiliary to the 
Grand Army of the Republic, and that is the Woman's Relief 
Corps. Post Commanders and comrades are urged to give this 
organization their earnest and undivided support at all times. If 
your Post has no Corps attached, endeavor to organize one and 
discourage the formation of other societies that tend to weaken 
and destroy the usefulness of the Grand Army of the Republic 
and our tried and trustworthy auxiliary, the Woman's Relief 
Corps." Brave words, bravely spoken. 

All members of the ofl&cial staff have been faithful and true. 
The National Secretary has been unswerving in her devotion to 
her duties. To her I wish to express my earnest appreciation and 
thanks for her loyalty and faithfulness. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE woman's relief CORPS. 47 



CONCLUSION. 



It has in many ways been a year upon which memory will 
love to dwell. I shall not soon forget the kindly messages that 
have come to me, and the assurances of friendship and love that 
you have spoken. Was it not the prayers that you have breathed, 
that health and strength be given me, that has enabled me to 
carry forward the work that was placed in my hands? It has 
been my sad duty to record the first break in the ranks of our 
Past National Presidents, and to bear to you the message of the 
death of your National Senior-Vice President. Thus, we have had 
the shadows with the sunshine. I now give back into your hands 
the trust that was placed in mine one year ago. The results I 
leave with you. 
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Owing to the very sudden death of Mrs. Marie Hasenwinkle, 
National Senior Vice-President, so near the close of the adminis- 
tration, no report could he prepared for Convention. 
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Report of National Junior Vice-President. 



Office of National Junior Vice-President, W.R.C, 
Hampton, Va., July 16, 1897. 
Mrs. Ida S. McBride, 

National Secretary ^ W.R.C. 

Dear Madam : 

In obeying Rules and Regulations, I have the honor to sub- 
mit my report as National Junior Vice-President Woman's Relief 
Corps for the year 1897 to you, and through you to the Fifteenth 
National Convention. 

I am very grateful to the members of the Fourteenth National 
Convention for electing me, in my absence, to the office I now 
hold. 

In October I visited Lincoln Corps No. 6 and Geo. A. Thomas 
Corps in Washington, D.C., and was received with due honors. 

To find work to do, in the line of relief work in this vicinity, 
you do not have to travel far, for in a community like this, with 
over 4,000 soldiers, many of them with wives and children, there 
is plenty to do. 

I have visited the hospital in the National Home here, as 
often as possible, attended the funerals of the veterans as they are 
" mustered out," sometimes two at a time, helped the widows put 
in their claims for pensions and written many letters to the Pen- 
sion Office on behalf of them and deserving soldiers. 

I have helped the comrades of the different Posts here in 
their camp-fires, installations and on Memorial Day ; and when 
the Department of Virginia and North Carolina, G.A.R., held 
their Encampment in the Home in May, did what I could to help 
entertain the delegates. 

I have done what I could for our detached Corps in Virginia, 
in whom I am much interested, having organized seven and reor- 
ganized three in the last six years. I was invited to install the 
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officers of Corps Nos. 4, 8, 13, 15 and 17 this year, and also in 
spected the same. It is a pleasure to visit and instruct them in 
our work. They are deeply interested and I am always received 
kindly, and I thank one and all for their courtesy to me. 

By order from National President Agnes Hitt, I organized, 
with the help of a Past National Aide, Mrs. Grandy and Mrs. 
Butts of Cailloux Corps No. 1, William Teamah Corps No. 20, 
Chatham, Va., with seventeen charter memhers, on May 8. By ad- 
vice from National Inspector Mrs. Julia G. Sine, I have sent inspec- 
tion blanks to the rest of the Corps, which I found it impossible 
to personally visit, and have received them back from all but four, 
and I hope before National Convention meets to have heard from 
them. 

I have collected for Andersonville Prison Fund $13.30, and 
sent same to National Treasurer. 

I wish to acknowledge receipt of Orders from almost every 
Department of the Woman's Relief Corps and thank the Depart- 
ment Presidents for the same. 

To our National Officers, each and every one, I extend thanks 
for their welcome letters received from time to time, and hope that 
the friendly relations commenced this year will continue to the end. 

Pledging myself to be never weary in "well doing *' for the 
" boys who wore the blue," and their widows and orphans, and our 
good and noble Order, 

Respectfully submitted in P., C. and L., 

AMELIA F. COLGAN, 

National Junior Vice-Fresident- 
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Report of National Secretary. 



Office of National Secretary, W.R.C, 

Indianapolis, Ind., Aug. 10, 1897* 

Agnes Hitt, 

National President W. R. C 

Madam : 

** The years rush by in sounding flight, 
I hear their ceaseless wings." 

' Tis thus the year that is nearing its close has passed, and 
I hring to you a report of the condition and membership of 
the Woman's Relief Corps for the year ending June 30, 1897. 

The report of the Secretary for the year ending June 30, 
1896, showed 114,153 memhers in good standing, and the number 
of Corps reporting, 3,059. There were 35 Departments and 54 
Detached Corps. No Departments have heen organized during 
the year, and hut two Detached Corps. Dec. 4, 1896, James G. 
Blaine Corps No. 8 of Columbia, Tenn., was organized, with a mem- 
hership of 20. May 12, 1897, Mrs. Amelia F. Colgan, National 
Junior Vice-President, instituted William Teamah Corps No. 20 
of Chatham, Va., with 15 memhers. Blank applications for char- 
ters have heen sent to Arkansas and Indian Territory, in response 
to requests, and we are hopeful that in the near future the seed 
sown may hring forth fruit. 

There are now 35 Departments and 55 Detached Corps, with 
a total membership in good standing of 111,633. I am sorry I 
cannot report all in good standing. Eight Detached Corps failed 
to report last quarter. J. C. Abbott No. 4 of North Carolina and 
Kearney No. 5 of New Mexico, have not reported for three 
quarters. In February the President of the latter Corps wrote 
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to Headquarters that Kearney Corps had dishanded Septemher 
previous. Later, upon receiving a statement of the disbanding 
of the Corps, the National President pronounced the whole pro- 
ceeding illegal. It was the wish of some of the members to revive 
the Corps, but they have not reported success as yet. 

Chickamauga No. 7 of Tennessee has not reported for two 
quarters, and Winfield Scott No. 2 of Arkansas, James G. Blaine 
No. 8 of Tennessee, John A. Logan No. 4 of Florida, Edward 
Vass No. 2 of Indian Territory, and George A. Custer No. 2 of 
Virginia, are each delinquent one quarter. I have written re- 
peatedly, urging them to send reports, but they have not been 
received. 

Garfield Corps No. 1 of Indian Territory disbanded in July 
and transfer cards were issued to the nineteen members. Their 
supplies were returned to headquarters. 

There have been issued from these headquarters 10 General 
Orders, 1 Special Order, 2 Circular Letters, 1 National Password 
and Roster, 178 Commissions to National Aides and appointed offi- 
cers ; 1 Dispensation, Quarterly Report Blanks, Treasurer's Bonds, 
Election Returns, and all other blanks necessary for carrying on the 
work of the organization. The correspondence, which is heavy* 
might be materially reduced if officers would make themselves 
more familiar with Rules and Regulations. 

The amount in General Fund, held by Departments and 
Detached Corps June 30, 1897, is $104,401.99, and in Relief 
Fund, $54,967.38. The apparent loss in both these funds is due 
to an effort made in several Departments to correct errors that had 
crept into reports, by reason of which incorrect figures had been 
carried from one quarter to another. Requests came to head- 
quarters, asking to be allowed to make the necessary corrections. 
Many of the errors were caused by the attempt to make semi- 
annual reports. I have encouraged the correction of all errors 
possible, and have assisted wherever I could do so. 

It has been the custom to issue a roster of National officers 
and the presidents, secretaries and treasurers of Departments, and 
presidents of Detached Corps. Conventions are held so late in 
some Departments that the roster is published just preceding the 
National Convention, and as a source of reference to National 
officers, is comparatively useless. I therefore respectfully submit 
the following recommendations : — 
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First That a roster of National officers be issued imme- 
diately after the National President makes her staff appointments^ 
and later, after all Department Conventions have been held, a 
roster of Department officers and Detached Corps be issued. 

Second, That the word "Department" be added to "Form 
D" in item of "Disbursements," making it read, "Paid Depart- 
ment per capita tax for this quarter," etc. 

Third, That foot-note on Department Treasurer's blank 
"Form D," which says, "This number must be the same as the 
number remaining in good standing in Department Secretary's 
Supplemental Report, Form C," be eliminated as obsolete. 

Fourth. That all blanks known as Consolidated Reports be 
hereafter known as Tabulated Reports. 

Fifth, That a change be made in the arrangement of the 
headings in Consolidated Reports of Department Treasurer, "Form 
F," as shown in specimen sheet, attached hereto. This last 
recommendation is made after careful study, and is intended to 
simplify the work of Department officers and make the blanks 
more easily understood. 

Sixth. That Delinquent Report Blanks "Form V" be 
abolished. 

These reports, in my opinion, are superfluous, as all the 
information contained in them is found in Department Secre- 
tary's report, "Form C." In many instances the figures, which 
should be the same in the two reports, are sent to headquarters 
entirely different, and it is impossible for the National Secretary 
to make a correct report from them. 
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TABULATED REPORT OF NATIONAL SECRETARY, W.R.C., 

FROM JUNE 30, 1896, TO JUNE 30, 1897. 

Showing Number of Membebs and Cobps in Good Standing. 



Depart- 
ments. 



Cal. and Nev — 
Colo, and Wyo... 

Connecticut 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

La. and Miss — 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts... 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

Montana. 

Nebraska 

New Hampshire . 

New Jersey 

New York 

North Dakota... 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania.... 

Potomac 

Rhode Island 

^uth Dakota. . . 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Vermont 

Wash. <» Alaska. 
West Virginia. . . 
Wisconsin 



Total Depts. 300.i 



June 30, 



57 

40 

49 

10 

219 

176 

244 

204 

22 

21 

54 

18 

172 

230 

103 

74 

8 

143 

71 

25 

232 

14 

294 

16 

37 

130 

9 

20 

4o 

6 

9 

75 

40 

11 

127 






2919 
1434 

2856 

206 
8S66 
6357 
8408 
, 6207 

676 

613 
2023 

560 
13997 
7436 
3470 
1896 

315 
3340 
3905 

800 
.7671 

416 
10968 

315 
1023 
4327 

619 

819 
1135 

141 

312 
2562 
1024 

243 
4680 



Sept. 30, 
1896. 



2870 
1384 
2840 

212 
8803 
6259 
8177 
5849 

515 

488 
1938 

543 

13934 

7393 

3554 

1932 

292 
3838 
3873 

772 
7541 

425 
1058- 

466 

933 
4304 

615 

817 
1200 

146 

288 
2563 
1001 

244 
4603 



Dec. 31, 

1896. 



2827 

1433 

284-2 

218 

8864 

6240 

8081 

5699 

5'23 

613 

2026 

575 

..,, 14040 ..- 

2371 7476, 220 

101 3528 101 

85 2023 1 

2761 9 
2828 132 



March 31, 
1897. 



14 



3i>24 
791 

7661 
413 



294, 108bl| 296 



22' 
38 

122; 3981 
609 
813 
1096 
143 
260 



434 27 
955 I 42 



20! 

391 

6 

71 

76 2526 
39 
11 
128 



4636 



138 

9 

20 

i 

71 
76' 

38| 

11 
128! 



1414 

2828 

205 

9051 

6398 

8151 

5881 

598 

592 

2003 

556 

14037 

6963 

3560 

2<»87 

297 

3278 

3867 

833 

7764 

481 

10775 

471 

1040 

4329 

578 

816 

1156 

120 

277 

2475 

971 

272 

4750 



June 30, 
1897. 



n2.=>39 2973 111204 2987' 110333 3020 111836 2976 1 10156 



1386 
2831 
131 
8704 
6359 
7842 
5923 

4o: 
m 

1965 

606 

141S4 

7125 

3395 

1644 
251 

3467 

3900 
842 

7912 
484 
10369 
389 
976 

4111 
608 
790 

1112 
122 
278 

2507 
960 
273 

4778 



Gained 
since 

June 30, 
1896. 



Lost 

since 

June 30, 



73 



46 
18 



127 



80 
48 
25 
75 



566 

284 



68 



42 
241 

68 

74 



7 311 
4 75 

8; 252 
..i 64 
3!.... 
5 



71 599 

i 



1 

so; ... . 



988 69 



47 
216 
11 
29 
23 
19 
34 
66 
64 



3371 



Detached ( 'or pa. 

Arizona Ter 

Arkansas 

Florida 

Georgia 

Indian Territory 
North Carolina. 

New Mexico 

South Carolina.. 

Tennessee 

Utah 

Virginia 



Total Detached 
Corps 



54 



79 


3 


60 


3 


61 


3' 


64 


52 


2 


41 


3 


56 


3 


51 


164 


6 


164 


6 


166 


6 


168 


140 


3 


138 


3 


131 


•"^i 


120 


31 


2 


30 


2 


23 


2I 


.HO 


168 


4 


179 


4 


162 


3 


151 


33 


2 


29 


1 


20 


1, 


21 


125 


3 


130 


3 


128 


3 


131 


83 


4 


72 


4 


71 


4I 


71 


1.36 


4 


112 


5 


123 


6| 


141 


604 


19 


572 


19 


6C3 


19 


603 


1615 


52 


l.')27 


53 


1544 


53 


15."M 



3 


64 


2 


37 


5 


161 


3 


105 


1 


19 


3 


160 


1 


23 


3 


128 


2 


38 


5 


140 


19 


602 


47 


1477 



15 
15 
3 
36 

12 
8 
10 



45 



145 



Total Depts 

Tot. Det'd Corps 


3005 
54 

3059 


112539 
1615 


2973 
52 


111204 
1527 


2987 
53 


110333 
1544 


3029 
53 


111836 
1551 


2976 
47 


110156 
1477 


40 
~40 


988 
7 


69 

7 

76 


3371 
145 


Grand Total .... 


114154 


3025 


112731 


3040 


111877 


3082 


113387 


3023 


111633 


995 


3515 



Summary for Year Ending June 30, 1897. 

Totalin good standing June 30, 18C6 3059 Corps 114163 Members 

" " " •♦ 1897 3023 " 111633 

Net loss in good standing 36 Corps' 2520 Members 
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Tabulated Report of the Financial Standing of the 
Woman's Relief Corps and the number of its beneficiaries 
reported June 30, 1897: — 



Departhests. 



California and Nevada... . 
Colorado and Wyoming.. . 

Connecticut 

•Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana ... 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana and Mississippi. 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New Hampshire 

New Jersey 

New York 

North Dakota 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania. 

Potomac... 

Rhode Island 

South Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Vermont 

Washin)?ton and Alaska .. 

West Virginia 

Wisconsin 



Total Departments... $102,918 48 $54,665 



$2,528 99 
1.344 44 
3,852 37 

343 16 
8,42» 84 
6,273 37 
7,626 70 
1,879 92 

3S9 98 

127 43 
1,793 35 

361 16 

16,442 64 

4,629 36 

3.091 45 

1,449 OS 

691 30 
1,968 49 
6088, 68 

562 51 
7,044 47 

403 59 
9,679 91 

150 71 

691 10 
4,573 10 

116 78 

896 05 

a% 78 
40 45 

137 98 
3,206 09 
1,022 43 

243 5t) 
5,143 42 



$1,530 71 
728 98 

1,068 20 
388 98 

4,488 69 

2,504 :S6 

6,746 07 

2,225 86 
49 45 
27 66 

1,384 61 

212 96 

12,117 16 

1,667 69 
627 91 
951 68 
684 65 
899 46 

3,302 48 
401 82 

3,2f^3 26 
186 39 

4,337 85 
36 97 
338 02 

1,383 13 

162 61 

272 02 

367 39 

20 99 

97 89 

1,259 13 
323 69 
:i33 91 

1,463 37 



§1 



322 
600 
164 
8 
686 
633 
739 
416 

82 
220 
100 
159 
693 
435 
278 
244 

10 
218 
108 

46 

838 

4 

960 

12 

66 
261 
102 

66 

40 



20 
148 
88 
12 
417 

8,965 



^X S OD 

3 o » 2 






1,238 

998 

644 

28 

2,192 

1,933 

2,366 

1,542 

83 

96 

267 

451 

1,873 

1,702 

|73 

784 

27 

809 

171 

140 

1,922 

26 

4,431 

32 

327 

604 

467 

119 

149 

3 

32 

413 

2H2 

89 

1,396 



100 

82 

120 

2 

878 

301 

247 

247 

105 

101 

118 

43 

563 

448 

146 

98 

3 

150 

S2 

48 

496 

14 

385 

14 

45 

130 

28 

65 

29 

1 

11 

113 

80 

4 

108 



28,608 4,986 



7,198 49,656 



Detached Corps, 
Arizona Territory .... 

Arkansas 

Florida 

Georgia 

Indian Territory 

North Carolina 

New Mexico 

South Carolina 

Tennessee 

Utah 

Virginia 

Total Detached Corps , 



$137 39 
86 51 
61 30 
106 41 
23 23 
17 09 
2 25 
83 69 
20 06 
192 57 
764 02 



I 



$1,483 51 



$67 05 

5 80 

26 71 

8 25 

10 

49 60 

11 16 

38 66 

3 50 

71 35 

20 53 



$301 69 



15 I 
1 

8 



15 
1 



45 



15 



3 

48 
.23 
47 



52 
4 

82 
160 



395 



15 
35 
12 



49 



6 
15 

287 

498 



13 

2 

17 

160 



17 

77 
99 

1 
77 



147 
60 
137 

654 



244 1,2W1 



Total Departments 

Total Detached Corps.. . . 


$102,918 48 
1,483 51 


$54,665 69 
301 69 


8,965 
154 

9,119 


28,608 
396 


4,985 
498 


7,198 
244 


49,666 
1,291 


Grand Total 


$104,401 99 


t54.967 38 


28,9(13 


5,483 


7,442 


50,947 



<»For three quarters ending March 31, 1897. 
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Tabulated Report of Expenditures for Relief, as reported 
by Departments and Detached Corps, from June 30, 1896, to 
June 30, 1897: — 



D£PABTHENTS. 



California and Nevada 

Colorado and Wyoming 

Connecticut 

♦Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana and Mississippi . 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota. 

Missouri *., 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New Hampshire 

New Jersey 

New York 

North Dakota 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Potomac 

Rhode Island 

South Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Vermont 

Washington and Alaska ... 

West Virginia 

Wisconsin , 



Total of Departments. 




$3,479 61 

2,037 69 

Mil 11 

125 45 

6,412 25 

8,005 16 

3,014 15 

2,084 55 

313 32 

572 35 

309 57 

259 74 

7,115 72 

2,226 55 

1,285 92 

1,626 26 

167 30 

977 71 

1,103 83 

315 58 

3,622 54 

64 76 

6,387 35 

102 73 

445 09 

2,-226 04 

505 65 

643 (1 

205 59 

3 20 

275 99 

936 27 

707 42 

89 56 

2,837 36 



!^65,795 38 $29,824 69 



$486 45 

523 32 

511 68 

10 00 

1,863 86 

1,161 62 

1,646 06 

1,084 03 

50 44 

160 00 

678 66 

144 30 
6,719 36 
1,516 91 
1,179 99 

278 22 
74 45 

752 84 
1,134 48 

917 72 
1,802 47 

145 76 
2,497 77 

86 69 

95 40 

1,390 74 

7 00 

291 89 

412 67 

183 60 

31 50 

695 39 

254 69 

131 00 

1,117 05 



$1,720 32 

3,695 30 

1,234 99 

48 00 

4,862 31 

3,731 15 

3,002 91 

1,844 01 

141 60 

402 26 

649 61 

274 90 

2,630 76 

3,328 06 

2,076 41 

1,249 88 

127 66 

1,262 27 

283 84 

188 81 

3,887 62 

65 00 

6,491 43 

126 15 

781 50 

1,640 13 

348 03 

221 32 

626 75 

'" 178*95 

1,208 04 

828 55 

152 70 

3,617 48 



$5,686 38 
6,166 31 
3,057 68 

183 45 
12,138 42 
7,887 83 
7,662 11 
5,012 69 

605 36 
1,134 60 
1,537 84 

678 94 
16,465 82 
7,070 52 
4,542 32 
3,164 36 

369 40 
2,982 82 
2,522 16 
1,422 11 
9,312 63 

265 52 
14,376 55 

814 57 
1,321 99 
6,256 91 

860 68 
1,156 22 
1,143 91 

186 80 

486 44 
2,738 70 
1,790 66 

373 26 
7,671 89 



$51,707 67 ,$137,327 64 



Detached Corp». 
Arizona Territory . . 

Arkansas 

Florida 

Georgia 

Indian Territory 

North Carolina 

New Mexico 

South Carolina 

Tennessee 

Utah 

Virginia 



Total Detached Corps . 



$99 75 

40 78 

94 94 

69 06 

1 00 

198 49 
27 70 

256 88 
60 46 
99 16 

511 37 



$1,469 56 



$44 75 

61 50 
5 00 

62 00 
1 20 

21 00 
13 00 
67 00 
48 96 



$314 40 



$3 00 

2 00 

20 40 

24 20 



29 40 



3 00 

26 

79 62 

177 15 



$339 02 



$102 75 

42 78 

160 09 

164 75 

6 00 

279 89 
28 90 

280 88 
73 70 

246 77 
737 47 



$2,112 98 



Total Departments 


$56,795 38 
1,459 56 


$29,824 69 
314 40 


$51,707 57 
339 02 


$137,327 64 
2,112 98 


Total Detached Corns 




Grand Total 


$57,264 94 


$30,139 09 


$52,046 59 


$139,440 62 





* For three quarters, ending March 31, 1897. 
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TABLE SHOWING NUMBER OF DELINQUENT CORPS AS 
REPORTEt) BY DEPARTMENTS. 

Department. No. of Corps. 

California and Nevada 3 

Colorado and Wyoming 4 

Connecticut none 

Idaho 4 

Illinois 6 

Indiana 9 

Iowa 16 

Kansas 10 

Kentucky 10 

Louisiana and Mississippi none 

Maine 2 

Maryland 1 

Massachusetts . . none 

Michigan 26 

Minnesota 4 

Missouri 21 

Montana none 

Nebraska 8 

New Hanipshire none 

New Jersey 1 

New York 8 

North Dakota 4 

Ohio 16 

Oklahoma 9 

Oregon 4 

Pennsylvania 16 

Potomac none 

Rhode Island none 

South Dakota 7 

Tennessee none 

Texas .... none 

Vermont * . . none 

West Virginia none 

Washington and Alaska 3 

Wisconsin 2 

192 



Delinquent Detached Corps. 

Arkansas 1 

Florida . 1 

Indian Territory 1 

North Carolina 1 

Tennessee 3 

Virginia 1 



Total No. Delinquent Corps 



200 
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RECAPITULATION. 
Showing Gains and Losses in Membership and Corps. 
Members in good standing June 30, 1896, 
Gained by charter in Departments 



3,077 
32 



11,147 
154 



1,626 
16 



7,969 
91 



1,111 
20 



8,654 
none 



Gained by charter in Detached Corps . 

Total gain by Charter 

Gained by initiation in Departments . 
Gained by initiation in Detached Corps 

Total gain by initiation 

Gained by transfer in Departments 
Gained by transfer in Detached Corps . 

Total gain by Transfer 

Reinstatement from suspension in Departments, 
Reinstatement from suspension in Detached Corps, 

Total 
Reinstatement from dropped in Departments 
Reinstatement from dropped in Detached Corps 

Total ..." 
Gained by delinquent reports in Departments 
Gained by delinquent reports in Detached Corps, 

Total . ~ 

Total gain from all sources 
Aggregate .... 

Lost by death in Departments 
Lost by death in Detached Corps . 

Total loss by death 

Lost by honorable discharge from Departments 
Lost by honorable discharge from Detached Corps, 
Total . 

Lost by transfer In Departments . 
Lost by transfer in Detached Corps 
Total 

Lost by suspension in Departments . . . 17,393 

Lost by suspension in Detached Corps . . 234 

Total . ~ 

Lost by dishonorable discharge in Departments . 
Lost by dishonorable discharge in Detached Corps, 
Total . . . ~; 

Lost by delinquent reports in Departments . . 10,999 
Lost by delinquent reports in Detached Corps . 121 

Total . . . ~ 
Total loss from all sources 
Members in good standing June 30, 1897, 



1,255 
33 



3,684 
21 



2,476 
39 



58 
2 



3,109 



11,301 



1,542 



8,060 



1,131 



8,654 



1,288 



3,705 



2,515 



17,627 



60 



11.120 



114,153 



33,797 
147,950 



36.317 
111,633 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE WOMAN 8 RELIEF CORPS. 



Members in good standing June 30, 1897 



Members transferred .... 

Members suspended .... 

Members delinquent reports 

Total members not reporting 
Total membership June 30» 1897 



2,515 
17,616 
11,120 



59 
111,633 

31,250 

142,883 



No. of Corps reporting in Departments 
No. of Corps reporting in Detached Corps . 
No. of Corps delinquent In Departments 
No. of Corps delinquent in Detached Corps 
Total No. of Corps June 30, 1897 



2,976 
47 
192 

8 



Showing Actual Net Gain op Membebs and Cobps. 



Total membership June 30, 1897 
Total membership June 30, 1896 

Total gain in Membership 

Total Corps June 30, 1897 

Total Corps June 30, 1896 . . . . 
Total gain in Corps 



142,883 
138,444 



3,223 
3,203 



3,223 



4,439 



20 



Showing Net Loss of Members and Corps in Good Standing. 



Members in good standing June 30, 1896 
Members in good standing June 30, 1897 

Net loss membership in good standing 



114,153 
111,633 



2,520 



Corps in good standing June 30, 1896 . 

Corps in good standing June 30, 1897 . 

Net loss Corps In good standing 



3,059 
3,023 



36 



Showing Amounts Expended for Relief, etc. 



Amount expended In Relief by Departments 
Amount expended In Relief by Detached Corps . 
Total expended for Belief .... 

Amount turned over to Posts by Departments 
Amount turned over to Posts by Detached Corps 
Total amount turned over to Posts . 

Expended for Memorial Day by Departments 
Expended for Memorial Day by Detached Corps 
Total expended for Memorial Day 

Amount carried forward 



$55,795 38 
1,459 56 



$29,824 69 
314 40 



$12,852 55 
490 78 



$57,254 94 



$30,139 09 



$13,343 33 
$100,737 36 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



60 FIFTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



Amount brought forward 

Expended for Memorial Day in the South by Depart- 
ments and Detached Corps 



Expended for W.R.C. Home 

Expended for Army Nurses not in W.R.C. Home 
Expended from National Headquarters Relief Fund . 

Total Cash expenditures for Relief . 

Amount of Relief other than money .... 
Total amount expended for Relief during the year 

Total amount of Relief since organization to 
June 30, 1896 

Total amount of Relief since organization to 
June 30, 1897 



$100,737 36 


773 97 


10,012 01 

245 00 

64 00 


$111,832 34 


62,046 69 


$163,878 93 


1,373,111 42 


$1,536,990 35 



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

It would have been a pleasure to accept all of the many cor- 
dial invitations that I have received during the year, to attend 
Department Conventions and other entertainments, had it been 
possible to do so ; but she who assumes the obligation^ and 
responsibilities of National Secretary has little time or strength 
to devote to anything else, and I have had to be content with 
attending the Conventions of my own Department and of the 
Department of Tennessee. It is with pleasure I commend the 
zeal and earnestness of the latter Department, though small in 
numbers. 

To Mrs. Harriette L. Reed, Past National Secretary, and Mrs. 
Lizabeth A. Turner, National Counselor, I am indebted for many 
courtesies and much kindly help. 

To the National Treasurer, Isabelle T. Bagley, I am unable to 
express my grateful appreciation of her uniform kindness. Always 
ready and willing to advise, throughout the year our relations 
have been most happy. Her work is commendable, exact and just 
to all. She has shown herself to be an efficient and papable 
Treasurer. 
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It is impossible to estimate the helpfulness of E. B. Stillings, 
who is always ready to assist the new officers, and who has so 
often proven himself invaluable to the organization. To him I am 
grateful for all favors. 

To all officers, National and Department, who have, by their 
kind words and prompt and ready response to all requests, made 
my work a pleasure, I extend thanks. The many pleasant greet- 
ings that have come to me have warmed my heart and will be 
treas^ired in my memory. 

My dear President, when one short year ago you honored me 
by placing me at your right hand, thereby expressing your confi- 
dence in me, I realized the requirements of the position and only 
after careful consideration accepted the trust. My desire has 
been, in all things pertaining to my official duties, to have your 
approval. We have labored side by side and the friendship of 
years has grown stronger, cemented by our close relation. Your 
careful consideration and kindness are not forgotten, and to me it 
has been a happy year. If I have proven myself worthy and have 
merited approbation, I am content. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 



National Secretary. 
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Report of National Treasurer. 



Office of National Treasurer, W.R.C. 

Zanesville, O., July 1, 1897. 
Mrs. Ida S. McBride, 

National Secretary^ W,R,C. 

Madam : In compliance with our Rules and Regulations, I 
have the honor to herewith submit a financial statement for the 
year ending June 30, 1897, as follows: — 

Isabelle T. Bagley, National Treasurer, in account with the 
Woman's Relief Corps. 

general fund. 
Dr. 
Balance in General Fund June 30, 1896 . $3,536 09 
Received per capita tax to June 30, 1897, 16,679 27 
Received from sale of supplies . . 10,256 91 
Received interest from Citizens National 

Bank, Zanesville, O. . . . 88 75 
Received from Mrs. Turner, balance Head- 
quarter Fund 34 55 



Total receipts to General Fund . $30,595 57 

Cr, 

By expenditure during year $15,233 20 
By transfer one-half per 

capita tax to the Nat'l 

W.R.C. Home Fund $8,339 63 $23,572 83 



Balance in General Fund . . $7,022 74 
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Amount brought fonoard .... $7,022 74 

NATIONAL W.R.C. HOME FUND. 

Dr. 
Balance in W.R.C. Home Fund, June 30, 

1896 $i51 72 

Received for Home Fund to June 30, 1897, 2,541 10 
Received one-half per capita tax from 

General Fund .... 8,839 63 

Received interest from Citizens' National 

Bank, Zanesville, O. . . . 48 75 



Total receipts to the Home Fund . $11,781 20 

Cr. 
By expenditures during the year . . 10,257 01 



Balancein W.R.C. Home Fund . . 1,524 19 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN FUND. 

Dr. 
Balance in National Council of Women 

Fund, June 30, 1896 
Received to June 30, 1897 

Total receipts 

Cr. 
By expenditures during year . 

Balance in Nat'l Council of Women Fund, 191 41 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS RELIEF FUND. 

Dr. 
Balance in National Headquarters Relief 

Fund, June 30, 1896 . . . $134 89 
Received by transfer from General Fund, 50 00 

Received from other sources . . . 15 00 



$240 


70 


211 


40 


$452 


10 


260 


69 



• Total receipts 

Amount carried forward 



$199 89 



$8,738 34 
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Amount brought forward . . . . $8,738 34 

Cr. 
By expenditure during year . . . $82 75 



Balance in National Headquarters Relief 

Fund 117 14 

JENSIE WELLS FUND. 

Dr. 
Balance in Jensie Wells Fund, June 30, 

1896 $159 78 

Cr. 
By transfer to Andersonville Prison Prop- 
erty Fund 159 78 



ANDERSONVILLE PRISON PROPERTY FUND. 

Dr. 
Received by transfer from the Jensie 

Wells Fund $159 78 

Received from other sources . . . 3,446 27 



Total receipts 


. $3,606 05 


Cr. 




By expenditures during the year 


80 08 



Balance in Andersonville Prison Property 

Fund 3,525 97 

ANNIE WITTENMYER BIRTHDAY TESTIMONIAL FUND. 

Dr. 
Received to June 30, 1897 . . . $1,112 77 

Cr. 
By transfer to Mrs. Wittenmyer . . 646 92 



Balance in Annie Wittenmyer Birthday Fund 46^5 85 

Amount carried forward .... $12,847 30 
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- Amount hro tight forward .... $12,847 30 

MEMORIAL DAT IN TnB SOUTH FUND. 

Dr. 
Received to Jane 30, 1897 . . . $773 97 

By transfer to Q.M.G. of G.A.R. . 773 97 



NATIONAL W.R.O. HOME LAND FUND. 

Dr. 
Balance in National W.R.C. Home Land 

Fund, June 30, 1896 . . . $186 85 
Balance in National W.R.C. Home Land 

Fund, June 30, 1897 ... 186 85 



Total cash balance in all funds, on 
hand July 1, 1897 .... $13,034 15 
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SUPPLIES IN HANDS OF NATIONAL OFFICERS. 



NATIONAL TREASUKER. 



278 


Bronze Pins. 


147 


Dept Treasurers' Receipt 


67 


Gold Pins. 




Books. 


41 


Gold Charms. 


483 


General Order Files. 


179 


Rolled Gold Pins. 


291 


Letter Files. 


9 


Rolled Gold Charms. 


12 


Beath's Blue Book. 


3 


Red Geneva Crosses. 


441 


Red Books. 


3i 


Yds. Charter Ribbon. 


60 


Sets Supplies for organiz- 


1641 


Yds. Badg:e Ribbon (Mem- 




ing Corps of 15 members 




bership). 




or less. 


nil 


Yds. Badge Ribbon (Corps 


6 


Dept. Supply Ledgers. 




Officers*). 


4,039 


Dept. Commissions for 


1241 


Yds. Badge Ribbon (Dept. 




appointed officers. 




Officers'). 


89 


Large Electros. 


62i 


Yds. Badge Ribbon (Nat'l 


93 


Small Electros. 




Officers') . 


1,988 


Specimen Sheets, Ledger. 


44 


Yds. Press Correspondent's 


2,252 


Specimen Sheets of Cash 




Ribbon. 




Book. 


7 


Yds. Narrow White Rib- 


3,691 


Badges, all grades. 




bon. 


261 


Nat'l Credential Cards. 


1,200 


Seal Wafers. 


6 


Nat'l Order Books. 


641 


Emblems (Bronze, Silver 
and Gilt). 


16 


Nat'l Receipt Books. 


806 


Corps Charters. 




FREE BLANKS. 


1,358 


Rituals. 






1,082 


Corps Service Books. 


31,712 


Form A. 


60 


Dept. and Nat'l Service 


, 30,714 


Form B. 




Books. 


40 


Form C. 


3,448 


Burial and Memorial Ser- 




Form D. 




vice Books. 


401 


Form E. 


8,732 


Rules and Regulations. 


321 


Form F. 


13,000 


Applications Membership. 


2,685 


Form G. 


12,870 


Invoices of Corps Supplies. 


65 


Form H. 


21,600 


Corps Members' Arrearage 


118 


Form HH. 




Blanks. 


265 


Form I. 


1,986 


Corps Treasurers' Bonds. 


5,164 


Form J. 


465 


Dept. Treasurers' Bonds. 


640 


Form K. 


658 


Sheet Music, Opening Ode. 


18,936 


Form L. 


294 


Initiation March. 




Form M. 


6,453 


Ode Cards. 


24,964 


Form N. 


8,448 


Discharge Cards. 


14,778 


Form 0. 


5,802 


Transfer Cards. 


237 


Form 00. 


2,943 


Visiting Cards 


100 


Form P. 


3,260 


Dept. Credential Cards 


225 


Form PP. 




(60 in block). 


220 


Form R. 


860 


Nat'l Credential Cards 


200 


Form RR. 




(50 in block). 


96 


Form S. 


647 


Journals. 




Form T. 


314 


Ledgers. 


2,027 


Form U. 


651 


Cash Books. 


66 


Form V. 


388 


Roll Books. 


36,058 


Form W. 


302 


Corps Secretaries' Order 


222 


Mailing Tubes. 




Books. 


3,135 


Charter Application Blanks 


1,486 


Corps Treasurers' Receipt 


348 


Corps Requisition Books 




Books. 




(20 in book with stubs). 


68 


Dept. Secretaries' Order 


47 


Dept. Requisition Books 




Books. 




(60 in book with stubs). 
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National Sbcrbtaby. 



5 


Corps Charters. 


2 


FormF. 


5 


Department Charters. 


55 


Form G. 


18 


Applications for Charter. 


2 


Form H. 


70 


Applications for Membership. 


3 


Form I. 


7 


Corps Treasurers* Bonds. 


4 


Form J. 


146 


Dept. Treasurers* Bonds. 


1 


FormK. 


600 


Commissions. 


117 


Form L. 


1 


Secretary*s Order Book. 


409 


Form M. 


1 


Corps Requisition Book. 


160 


Form N. 


1 


Dept. Requisition Book. 


10 


Form 0. 


121 


Form A. 


1 


Form P. 


115 


Form B. 


2 


Form R. 


160 


Form C. 


1 


Form S. 


102 


Form D. 


2 


Form T. 


1 


Form E. 


231 


Form V. 






189 


Form 00 



Value of Supplies in hands of National Secretary, ^25.78. 

National Chaplain. 
430 Form K. 

Value of Supplies in hands of National Chaplain, $5.05. 



National Inspector. 

16 Form O. 
225 Form P. 
175 Form PP. 

Value of Supplies in hands of National Inspector, ^9.14. 



9 


Form R. 


200 


Form RR. 


9 


Form S. 



National Instituting and Installing Officer. 



30 Form G. 
210 Form H. 
244 FormHH. 



16 Form I. 

45 Applications for Charter. 



Value of Supplies in hands of National Instituting and Installing 
Officer, $7.96. 



Value of Supplies in hands of Nat] 



SUMMARY. 




National Treasurer, 


$5,348 61 


** Secretary, 


25 78 


"• Chaplain, 


5 05 


*• Inspector, 


9 14 


** 1. and I. Officer, 


7 96 


lies on hand, 


$5,396 54 
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Abstract of Expenditures 



FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1897. 



GENERAL FUND. 

E. B. Stillings & Co., printing, supplies, postage and 

expressage ....... $4,378 19 

E. B. Stillings & Co., printing roster, credentials, 

invitations, etc.. Fourteenth Nat. Convention . 

E. B. Stillings & Co., printing preliminary reports 

Fourteenth National Convention 
E. B. Stillings & Co., printing Journal, Fourteenth 
National Convention ..... 

E. B. Stillings & Co., expense shipping Journals 
Fourteenth National Convention to Departments, 
National officers and Detached Corps 
J. K. Davison, badges and ribbon .... 

Ida S. McBride, salary as National Secretary, 10 
months ........ 

Isabelle T. Bagley, salary as National Treasurer for 

June, 1896 

Isabelle T. Bagley, salary as National Treasurer for 
12 months .... 
" " Nat. Treasurer, for desk rent 

'* '* Expenses to National Conven- 

tion, 1896 . . . . 
*' '* freight, drayage and expressage 

on supplies . 
'* '* for telegrams 

^' *' '* telephone rent 

Amount carried forward . 



77 


75 


367 


50 


1,848 


37 


i33 


15 


4,030 


64 


500 


00 


60 


00 


600 


00 


5 


00 



33 00 



76 42 

3 35 

30 00 


$13,033 37 
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44 80 
15 15 



Amount brougM forward . . . $18,083 37 

Isabelle T. Bagley, for twine, paper, nails, pine 

boxes, etc 12 42 

" postage for supplies and letters . 189 18 
" boards for shelving ... 2 08 

" two boxes for Forms E and F . 1 50 

'* Rassell and Mercer, for National 

Treasurer, printing . . I 50 

*' collection charges on checks . 1 05 

" for seal wafers .... 3 75 

*' '' desk supplies ... 7 20 

'' »' rubber alphabet . . . 2 00 

*' statistical report for G.A.R. . 3 60 

'* expense to Boston for conference 
with National President and 
printer .... 

Olive M. Laux, Oklahoma, Asst. Nat. Insp'r, expense, 
Josephine V. Taylor, " " 

Amanda M. Davis, Kentucky, * * 
Alida Rule, Tennessee, " 

Hannah P. Brown, Pa., *' 

Belle W. Chapin, Wisconsin, " 
Orpha D. Bruce, Florida, *' 

Blanch Maust, Nebraska, " 

Sarah D. Winans, Nat. I. and I. Officer, expense 
Julia G. Sine, National Inspector, expense 
Julia S. Conklin, Chairman Committee on Patriotic 
T,eaching, expense ...... 

Kate B. Sherwood, Committee on Patriotic Teaching, 
expense ........ 

Mary L. Carr, National Inspector, expense 
A. J. Burbank, Quartermaster- General G.A.R. , for 
Blue Books ....... 

Lizabeth A. Turner, National President, for office 

help 

Sarah A. C. Plummer, National Chaplain, expense . 

Amount carried forward 



00 
75 
44 
00 
75 
60 
55 



20 65 
9 28 

2 50 

5 57 
4 75 

18 00 

50 00 

7 00 



$13,467 44 
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Amount brought forward . 

Chester B. Ames, for rent of desk and chair for Mrs. 

Turner's National Headquarters 
Sarah E. Millham, National Senior Aide^ expense 
J. M. Bach & Bros., for trunk for shipping books of 

National Treasurer ..... 
Augusta A. Wales, for services as Assistant National 

Secretary 

Hotel Ryan, board for three National Officers at 

National Convention .... 

Hotel Ryan, for rent of parlor for 8 days 
C. A. Dickson, for carriage hire at National Con- 

vention ........ 

Miss Haskell, stenographer .... 

Frances E. Moore, expense auditing books of Na- 

tional Treasurer and Secretary .... 
Charlotte E. Wright, expense auditing books of Na 

tional Treasurer and Secretary .... 
Agnes Hitt, National President, hotel bill, St. Paul, 

Minn. ....... 

Miss Haskell, stenographer. Fourteenth National 

Convention ...... 

Isabelle T. Bagley, National Treasurer, by transfer 

from General to Headquarters Relief Fund 
Oliver^Ditson Co., supplies (music) 
The Reliance Insurance Co., insurance on stock of 

supplies 

J. S. McClelland & Son, printing for National In 

spector ....... 

Emma R. Wallace, Past National President, expense 

in Hemmer appeal case .... 
Miama Union Printing Co., printing for Sarah D 

Winans, National I. and I. Officer 
Lizabeth A. Turner, Past National President, expense 

attending funeral of Mrs. Mink 
A. Newman & Son, floral tribute to Mrs. Mink 

Amount carried forward 



118,467 44 


8 


00 


6 


60 


6 


80 


. 20 


00 


48 


60 


150 00 


4 


75 


17 


50 


2 


00 


2 


00 


2 

1 


25 


I 

27 


00 


50 


00 


40 

• 


92 


10 


00 


4 


00 


5 


25 


17 


50 


22 


80 


24 


00 


»13,937 


21 
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30 


10 


50 


25 


20 


25 


00 


2 


08 


3 


00 
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Amount brought forward . . . $13,937 21 

C. A. Powell, recording deed for Andersonville 
property . . . . • . 

The Courier Co., printing for National Treasurer 
The American Flag Mfg. Co-, flag for National Head- 
quarters ....... i 

Flo. J. Miller, Committee Patriotic Teaching, expense^ 
Joseph liOth & Co. , for charter ribbon 
Russell & Mercer, printing for National Treasurer 
Emma B. Lowd, for testimonial for Lizabeth A. 

Turner, Past National President . . . 40 00 

Agnes Hitt, National Pi-esident, for Headquarters 

Expense Fund 600 00 

The Times Recorder Co., printing for National 

Treasurer . . . * . . . . 22 25 

Nettie Ransford, printing for National President . 353 51 
L. A. Turner, for tri-colored ribbon . . . 5 85 

Harriette L. Reed, balance of salary as National 

Secretary for June, July and August, 1896 . 150 00 
Harnette L. Reed, for preparation Fourteenth Na- 
tional Convention Journal . . . . 50 00 
Ella Jordan Mason, National I. and I. Officer, for 

expense ........ 7 30 

Total $15,2^33 20 
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National Woman's Relief Corps Home Fund. 



Dr. 
To balance on hand June 30, 1896 .... $851 72 
To one-half per capita tax for year ending June 30, 

1897 8,339 63 

Received from Departments and Corps as follows : — 



Colorado and Wyoming 

Connecticut . 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa . 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota . 

Ohio . 

Vermont 

Washington and Alaska 

West Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Detached Corps 



$3 15 
55 56 

9 50 
19 40 

2 00 
73 00 

11 00 
2 00 

246 64 
5 00 
5 00 

12 20 
87 00 

4 26 



Rece 



ved from board of guests . 

" pension and income of inmates 

*' sale of empty barrels 

" ''Benefit box" 

'* sale of apples 

*' sale of calf 

*' sale of pigs 

" sale of photos 

Amount carried forward 



$535 71 
6 00 

1,170 90 
6 95 
11 27 
4 87 
3 00 
9 92 
2 40 

$10,942 37 
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Amount brought forward . . . $10,942 37 

Received from Dr. Clark D. Sacket, as guardian of 
Elizabeth Carter, an inmate 

' ' returned check of Elizabeth C . Moore, deceased 

'* from Henry Means, ins. agent, loss by fire, 

*' '' Miss S. A. Gage, donation 

'* *' Miss Sophia Heath, donation 

'* " Miss Louise Varney, donation 

'' *' Mrs. Harriet Willis, donation 

^' *^ Estate of Miss Madison, donation 

** through Mrs. Burleigh, for Christmas 
Received from interest on deposits. National Treasurer, 



, 500 


00 


1 5 


00 


, 25 


50 




50 


1 


40 


. 150 


00 


24 


00 


79 


18 


4 


50 


, 48 


75 



Total 



Or. 



By expenditures during year 

Balance in Fund June 30, 1897 



$11,781 20 

$10,257 01 
$1,524 19 



ABSTRACT OF EXPENDITURES. 



For the Year ending June 30, 1897. 


Provisions ..... 


$2,225 79 


Medical services 




. 391 80 


Drugs . 




270 29 


Men's cloth 




22 25 


Dry goods 




134 44 


Fuel and light 




925 18 


Feed 




177 40 


Hardware 




105 94 


Repairs . 




67 06 


Soap and ice . 


. 


47 98 


Seeds, plants and fertilizer 


34 04 


Horse and hack hire 


11 25 


Brooms and toilet paper .... 


17 29 


Matches, dishes and jars 


26 10 


Amount carried forward 


$4,456 81 
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AmowU brought fmtvard 


• 


84,456 


81 




Saddlery and blacksmithing 


. 


13 


95 




Hauling coal and cleaning cistern and well 


18 


75 




Cement and starch . 


. , 


5 


20 




Fly paper, matches and lamps 


. 


17 


94 




Veterinary surgery, dentistry and emery 


18 


14 




Straw, barley and sawdust 


. 


22 


32 




Buckets and vinegar barrel 


. 


2 


00 




Sponge, pens and telephone rent 


. 


17 


65 




Caskets and services 


. 


90 


00 




Door mat, millinery and tobacco 


. 


8 


45 




Cash advanced by Mrs. Burleigh 


for gag 








and labor 


• 


8 


25 




Scavenger work 


• 


20 


00 




Canning fniit 


. 


20 


00 




Paid for cleaning three buildings 




65 


75 




" " cleaning carpets, etc. 


. 


38 


00 




u u gardening 


. 


24 


37 




*' wages of Superintendent . 


. 


580 


00 




" *' of Matron, Wittenmyer Cottag 


e, 240 


00 




" " of Matron, Hospital 




216 


00 




" " Matron, Ohio Cottage 




216 


00 




^^ Assistant Nurse, Hospital 




17 


43 




'' L. E. Plimpton, Ass't Supt. 


(July, 








August, September 15) 




62 


50 




" cook .... 




260 


70 




" assistant cook 




169 


85 




" dining room girl 




130 


00 




'' dining room girl 




130 


00 




" kitchen girl 




104 


00 




'' assistant nurse Ohio Cottage 




67 


49 




" farmer .... 




240 


00 




^' assistant farmer 




180 


00 




" laundress and for indigo 




134 


25 




" for special help 




68 


89 




Amouvt carried forward 




$7,659 


69 
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AmoufU brought forward 


• 




$7,659 69 


ORDERED 


BY THE 


BOARD. 






Carpets .... 






$3 35 


Furniture 






226 


80 


Hardware 






4 


88 


Lumber .... 






141 


98 


Wire fence 






16 


05 


Insurance 






292 


61 


Balance on corn and horse 






45 


00 


Chamber crockery . 






6 


87 


Pipe and rails 






20 


00 


Making pension papers, stamps, etc. 




6 


65 


Silver ware 


. 




7 


50 


Furnishing rug, cutting and fixing 




10 


88 


Papering, painting and labor 


• 




79 


95 


Two fire escapes and four 


extinguishers 






(ordered by the State) 


% » • 


. • 


295 


00 


Total 




«1,157 52 


ORDERED BY 


POSTS 


AND CORPS. 




Carriage 






$85 00 


Hens and hennery . 






. 42 


88 


Clock, rug and drapery . 






4 


80 


Silver ware 






9 


50 


Christmas, dress goods . 






84 


77 



Annie Wittenmyer, salary . . . " $240 00 
Annie Wittenmyer, for postage, postal 

cards, pens and ink . . . . 66 78 
Annie Wittenmyer, for expense Home 

Board meeting . . . . 9 87 

Annie Wittenmyer, for army nurse work, 63 23 
Pluma L. Cowles, for distribution, special 

aid to army nurses .... 245 00 

Pluma L. Cowles, for salary . . . 240 00 

Pluma L. Cowles, postage, pens, etc. . 49 60 



Amount carried forward 



$914 48 $9,044 16 
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Amount brought forward 

Clare H. Burleigh, contingent expenses 
Emma B. Lowd, for expenses, Home Board 

meeting ..... 
Agnes Hitt, National President, for ex 

penses, Home Board meeting . 
Margaret R. Wickins, for expenses, Home 

Board meeting 
Lois E. Plimpton, testimonial . 
Charity Rusk Craig, for postage and ex 

pense ..... 
E. B. Stillings & Co., printing and ex 

pressage ..... 

Total expenditures 



. $914 48 


$9,044 16 


80 


00 




45 


70 




11 


50 




e 

26 
20 


55 
00 




9 


75 




. 104 


87 


1,212 85 




i 




U0,257 01 



National Council of Women Fund. 

Dr. 

Balance on hand June 30, 1896 .... $240 70 

Received from Departments as follows : — 

Colorado and Wyoming . . $6 57 

Iowa 16 81 

Maine . . . . . . 2 00 

Massachusetts . . . . 64 77 

Missouri 2 78 

Minnesota . . . . . 12 98 

New Hampshire . . . . 10 23 

New York 22 36 

New Jersey .... 3 80 

Nebraska ..... 4 19 

North Dakota . . . . 3 00 

Ohio 22 42 



Amount carried forward 



$171 91 $240 70 
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Amount brougJU forward 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
South Dakota 
Texas 
Vermont 

Washington and Alaska 
West Virginia 

Cr. 
Mrs, Lue Stuart Wadsworth, for postage, 
Mrs. Kate B. Sherwood, for postage 
Mrs. Hannah J. Bailey, Treasurer of Na- 
tional Council of Women, triennial fee, 
E. B. Stillings & Co., letter- heads and 
envelopes, printing and issuing cir- 
culars ...... 

Mrs. Nettie Ransford, circulars, expressage, 
Mrs. Agnes Hitt, expense to meeting of 

N. C. ofW 

Mrs. Emma R. Wallace, delegate, expense 
to meeting of N. C. of W. 

Balance June 30, 1897 



$171 


91 


6 


85 


11 


31 


10 


58 


1 


65 


2 


10 


5 


60 


1 


40 


$2 


75 


1 


25 



$240 70 



100 00 

35 81 
16 40 

43 50 

60 98 



211 40 



«452 10 



$260 69 
$191 41 



National Headquarters Relief Fund. 

Dr. 
Balance on hand June 30, 1896 .... 
Received by transfer from General Fund 
Received from Departments and Corps as follows : 

Illinois 10 00 

Massachusetts ..... 5 00 



$134 89 
50 00 



15 00 



Total receipts 
Amount carried fm^ward 



$199 89 



$199 89 
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Amount brought forward . . . . $199 89 

Cr. 
By Agnes Hitt, Nat'l President, relief for 
Jacob Hanold .... 
Martha Chandler 

Emma J. Bolt .... 

Mary J. Jackson .... 

Chandler, W.R.C., Oklahoma, flood sufferers, 

Balance in hands of National President . 

SewardjW.R.C, Oklahoma, flood sufferers, 

82 76 



«34 


00 


10 


00 


5 


00 


5 


00 


10 


00 


11 


00 


7 


75 



Balance on hand June 30, 1897, $117 14 



National W.R.C. Home Land Fund 

Dr. 

To amount on hand June 30, 1896 . . . $186 85 

Cr, 

To cash on hand June 30, 1897 . . . . $186 85 



Mrs. Jensie Wells Fund. 

Dr. 
To amount on hand June 30, 1896 . . . $159 78 

Cr. 

By transfer to the Andersonville Prison Property 

Fund $159 78 
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$159 


78 


1 


00 


1 


00 




50 




50 




50 


1 


00 


5 


00 


10 


00 




05 



Andersonville Prison Property Fund. 

Dr. 
By transfer of the Mrs. Jensie Wells Fund 
by order of the Fourteenth National 
Convention ..... 

Received from Mrs. Lucy Rossiter, Illinois, 
Mrs. Rose Clark, Illinois 
Edith M. Wood, Kansas 
Miss Carrie Hallo well. Mo., 
Mrs. Elizabeth Ewing, Penn- 
sylvania 
Mrs. Helen Putnam, Ohio 
Miss Virginia Dox, Chicago 

111. 
Helen M. Mooers, Wis. 
G. F. G. Myer, Oregon 
Louise B. Bobbins, Mich. 
S. M. Stafford, Nebraska 
Mrs. Geo. Rice, Geneseo 

N.Y. . 
M. M. Dayton, Ithaca, N.Y 
Miss Marie James 
James Colgan and Nellie and 

Pansy, Hampton, Va. 
Hattie L. Beach, Missouri 
Frances Arnold, Missouri 
Mrs. Belle M. Satterly, Mb., 
Annie P. Cleary, Rochester, 

N.Y 

Mrs. Mattie E. Rich, Mo. . 
Maria L. Mumford, Mauch 

Chunk, Pa. 
Ellen F. Daniels, Charleston, 

W. Va. . . . 

Amount carried forward 



5 00 
1 00 

5 00 
50 
25 



20 
25 



1 00 
5 00 

100 00 
1 00 



100 00 



1 00 



$405 53 
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Amount brought forward 




$405 53 


Rec€ 


ived frc 


)m James L. Pennypacker, Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. 
' California and Nevada 


1 00 
96 75 






' Colorado and Wyoming 
' Connecticut 


65 85 
140 30 






' Idaho 






11 35 






' Illinois 






221 90 






' Indiana 






. 180 46 






' Iowa 






371 91 






' Kansas 






1 00 






' Kentucky . 

' Massachusetts as 


folloi 


¥s: 


10 10 



From Corps In Dept. ^01 95 
Mrs. Brigham's pledge 100 00 
Mrs. Gilman's pledge 50 00 

Mrs. Lyman's pledge 25 00 

Mrs. Ross's pledge 25 00 

Mrs. Lowd, part of pledge 42 00 







543 95 




' Maine 


18 70 




(Includes Mrs. Palmer's $10.00 pledge.) 




' Michigan . 


. 101 00 




* Minnesota . 


. 121 10 




f Includes Mrs. Hasen winkle* 


9 $100.00 pledge.) 




' Missouri 


17 45 




' Montana 


6 50 




' Nebraska . 


59 11 




' New Hampshire . 


. 152 33 




' New York 


. 212 68 




' New Jersey 


29 68 




' North Dakota 


17 65 




' Ohio .... 


. 208 49 




' Oregon 


67 98 




' Pennsylvania 


72 75 




' Potomac . 


10 05 




' Tennessee . 


3 90 




' Texas 


10 40 




' Vermont . . . 


95 35 


Amount carried forward 


$3,255 22 
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Amount brought forward 

Received from Washington and Alaska 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin ... 
Jas. B. McKean, No. 1, Utah 
James A. Hallett R.C., Ind 
Colony No. 2, Georgia 
Gen. J. G. Foster, Indepen- 
dent W.R.C. No. 3 
S. Farmington, Mass. 
Maj. Anderson No. 3, Idaho 

A. H. Terry No. 5, Florida 

B. C. Lincoln No. 2, Florida 
John Granzo No. 106, Wis. 
Chandler Relief Corps No. 6 

Oklahoma, and friends 
Relief Corps No. 59, Pa. 
Anderson Relief Corps No 

239, Kansas 
Ex. Pris. of War Ass'n of 

Connecticut, through 

Dept. of Conn. . 
Lookout Relief Corps No. 

299, Iowa . 
W. B. Scott No. 201, N.Y., 
James B. Steadman No. 1 . 

(Includes Mrs. Hinkley*s $10.00 pledge.) 

Kit Carson No. 7, Texas 
Samuel Dennis Relief Corps, 

Nebraska 
Patriotic people of Spencer, 

Neb 

Memorial Relief Corps No. 

160, Shickley, Neb. 
Burnside No. 98, Pa. 
Victor No. 92, Fort Dodge, 

Kan. . 



Amount carried forward 



$3,255 


22 


38 


38 


17 


50 


168 


70 


, 1 


35 


1 


00 


3 


15 


10 


00 




50 


, 1 


05 





00 




55 


1 


35 


2 


50 


1 


25 



50 00 

60 

1 00 
10 75 

2 00 
2 85 
1 25 



4 


00 


1 


85 


^5 

2 


00 


$3,583 


80 
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Amount brought forward 


$3,583 80 


Received from D. C. Ford Relief Corps, 




Mazeppa, Minn. . 


75 


" " John A. Logan No. 13, Va., 


3 00 


'' *' James A. Garfield No. 8, Va. 


3 00 


" '' W. T. Sherman No. 15, Va 


1 25 


'' " Silas Fellows No. 4, Va. . 


2 00 


" *' Atlanta Relief Corps No. 155 




Rest, Kan. . 


80 


'' " Beloit Corps No. 52, Kansas 


1 15 


'' Union R.C. No. 184, Neb. 


65 


'' '' A. M. Harmon No. 225 


1 10 


'' '' Robert Miller No. 281 


1 20 


'' " Brooklyn No. 167 


1 20 


^' " John A. Dix No. 2, Utah . 


1 00 


'' " R. Justin Moore No. 17, Va 


., 2 50 


'' '^ Gettysburg No. 106 . 


1 00 


" " Jno. DuflPy R.C, Oklahoma, 


15 


'* " Fremont No. 9, Idaho 


50 


'' '' Hunter No. 1, S.C. . 


1 00 


Total receipts 





$3,606 05 



Cr. 
E. B. Stillings & Co., printing and issuing 

circulars and letter-heads . . . $24 39 

L. A. Turner, mounting Andersonville 

Prison map and picture, postage . . 5 69 

Option on land adjacent to Andersonville 

Prison property 25 00 

For surveying, etc. . . . . . 25 00 

Balance June 30, 1897 . 



80 08 



$3,525 97 
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Annie Wittenmyer Birthday Testimonial Fund. 

Dr. 
Received from Departments and Corps as follows : — 



Colorado and Wyoming 
Illinois . 






U 50 
102 25 




Indiana . 






60 15 




Louisiana and Mississipp 

Massachusetts 

Maryland 

Minnesota 






7 00 
430 TO 

7 00 
20 00 




Missouri 
Nebraska 






30 00 
30 00 




New Jersey . 
New Hampshire 
New York 
North Dakota 
Oklahoma 






15 00 
61 00 
71 85 
27 00 
3 00 




Ohio . 






48 00 




Pennsylvania . 
Texas . 






82 00 
17 50 




Vermont 






21 00 




Washington and Alaska 
West Virginia 






29 00 

9 50 

t^ lOfi 


77 


E. B. Walcott No. 16, Wisconsin 
St. Paris, Ohio 


5 00 
1 00 


f 1 
00 


Total receipts 




$1,112 


77 



Cr. 
By amounts paid to Mrs. Charlotte J. Cumin gs, 
for Mrs. Wittenmyer .... 

Balance on hand June 30, 1897, 



646 92 
$465 85 
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Southern Memorial Day Fund. 


Dr, 


Received from Departments and Corps, as follows : — 


California and Nevada . . . 87 80 


Colorado and Wyoming 






21 75 


Connecticut . 






40 00 


Illinois . 






74 70 


Indiana . 






27 00 


Iowa 






60 00 


Kansas . 






6 60 


Maryland 






2 00 


Massachusetts 






179 20 


Michigan 






37 53 


Minnesota 






24 00 


Missouri 






3 00 


Montana 






4 00 


Nebraska 






21 25 


New Hampshire 






52 50 


New Jersey . 






7 50 


New York 






30 80 


North Dakota 






3 00 


Ohio 






48 00 


Oregon . 






2 00 


Pennsylvania . 






9 50 


Potomac 






12 00 


Rhode Island . 






3 00 


South Dakota 






6 75 


Vermont 






19 85 


Washington and Alaska . 






13 90 


West Virginia 






2 00 


Wisconsin 






54 44 



Total amount received . . $773 97 

Cr. 
By amount paid A. J. Burbank, 

Q.M.G., G.A.R. . . . $773 97 
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ASSETS— July 1, 1897. 

Supplies on hand, as per abstract .... $5,396 54 
Cash in hands of National President, in National 

Headquarters Fund 137 02 

Cash in hands of National President, in National 

Headquarters Relief Fund . . . . 11 00 

Balance in General Fund . . $7,022 74 

" '' Nat'l W.R.C. Home Fund 1,524 19 

'' '' Natl W.R.C. Home Land Fund, 186 85 
" '^ Nat'l Council of Women Fund, 191 41 
" " Nat'l Headquarters Relief Fund, 117 14 
*' '^ Andersonville Prison Property 

Fund 3,525 97 

Balance in Annie Wittenmyer Birthday 

Testimonial Fund . . . . 465 85 



Total assets 

LIABILITIES — None. 



. 13,034 15 
$18,578 71 



List of National Journals. 



National Convention Journals on hand : — 

4th — 1886. San Francisco, Cal. 

5th— 1887. St. Louis, Mo. 

6th — 1888. Columbus, O. 

7th — 1889. Milwaukee, Wis. 

8th— 1890. Boston, Mass. 

9th— 1891. Detroit, Mich. 

10th — 1892. Washington, D.C. 

1 1 th — 1893. Indianapolis, Ind . 

12th— 1894. Pittsburg, Penn. 

13th— 1895. Louisville, Ky. 

14th — 1896. St. Paul, Minn. 



188 
3 

18 
48 
450 
136 
381 
976 
1388 
202 
247 



These Journals will be sent to any one wishing them on 
receipt of ten cents postage per copy, or if wanted in large 
quantities will be sent by express or freight collect. 
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In compliance with action of Thirteenth National Convention, 
which ordered that the form of report as presented in the Home 
Fund be adopted for all funds in National Treasurer's report, the 
receipts and disbursements in the various funds are shown in this 
report for the entire year instead of by quarters as heretofore. 

Inasmuch as Department and Corps requisition books are 
not up to date in the lists of supplies carried by the National and 
Department Treasurers, and there being but thirty-five Depart- 
ment and three hundred and three Corps requisition books on 
•hand, I would recommend : 

First, That new editions of Department and Corps requi- 
sition books be immediately issued and supplied to Departments 
and Corps free of cost. 

Second, That Department and Corps Treasurers be in- 
structed to destroy all of the old requisition books in their 
possession upon the receipt of the new edition. 

To Mrs. Agnes Hitt, National President, to Mrs. Ida S. 
McBride, National Secretary, and to Department Treasurers, I 
offer this expression of gratitude for kind consideration and help- 
fulness in our mutual work. 

With pride we invite the attention of the members of this 
great and important auxiliary to the splendid financial basis as 
verified by the assets, $18,578,71, of which not a dollar is out- 
standing in debt. 

Our National President has tersely summed the situation 
with the proud statement that *' The Woman's Relief Corps is 
neither debtor nor creditor." 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

ISABELLE T. BAGLEY, 

National Treasurer. 
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National Treasurer's Supplemental Report. 

For Quarter Ending Sept. 30, 1897. 



Mrs. Ida S. McBride, 

National Secretary, W,R,C. 

Madam : I have the honor to submit the following supple- 
mental report of receipts and expenditures to Sept. 30, 1897. 

general fund. 
Dr. 

To balance on hand July 1, 1897 . . $7,022 74 
Received from sale of supplies . . . 759 23 
Received per capita tax . . . . 3,411 52 
Balance Headquarters Expense Fund, returned 

by-Past National President, Mrs. Hitt 70 38 

$11,263 87 

Cr. 

By Expenditures as per abstract . . $1,775 41 

By transfer one-half ^er capita tax to W.R.C. 

National Home Fund . . . 1,705 76 

3,481 17 

Balance in General Fund Sept. 30, 1897 . $ 7,782 70 
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ABSTEACT OF EXPENDITUEES. 



From June 30, 1897, to Sept. 30, 1897. 

Isabelle T. Bagley, National Treasurer : 

Freight and drayage $ 11 34 

Collection charges on checks .... 2 50 

Postage 17 13 

Telegrams 1 20 

Telephone rent for quarter 7 50 

Nails 33 

Cynth L. Seaman, Assistant National Inspector, ex- 
pense 8 60 

L. A. Turner, ribbon for badges 44 00 

Nettie Kansford, printing and shipping General Orders 56 12 
Emma E. Wallace, expense to Washington and Indian- 
apolis 56 75 

A. S. Swanson, floral tribute for funeral Mrs. Hasen- 

winkle. National Senior Vice-President . . 20 00 

Putnam Planing Mill Co., boards for shelving . . 3 88 
Julia G. Sine, National Inspector, expense and 

postage 3 35 

Agnes Hitt, National President, Headquarters Ex- 
pense Fund 100 00 

Melissa Caylor, National Sen. Aide, postage and stamps 6 30 
William B. Burford, invitations, envelopes, etc. . . 30 00 
E. Augusta Louer, Assistant National Inspector, ex- 
pense 6 00 

Marion F. McKay, Assistant National Inspector, ex- 
pense 2 00 

Nettie Eansford, printing for National President . 62 34 

Samantha W. Miller, expense 3 17 

Lizabeth A. Turner, telegrams and printing . . 1 89 

Brown & Sawyer, printing blanks National Chaplain . 5 00 
Isabelle T. Bagley, National Treasurer, two months' 

salary 100 00 

Ida S. McBride, National Secretary, two months' salary 100 00 

. Amount carried forward $649 90 
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Amount brought forward $649 90 

E & O. Sign Co., muslin hangers for headquarters, 

Iroquois 3 60 

E. B. Stillings & Co., preliminary reports . . . 379 86 

E. B. Stillings & Co., engraving and printing badges, 

postage, etc. 34 02 

Helen R. Griifith, auditing books National Treasurer . 3 00 

Emma S. Hampton, Assistant Secretary National 

Convention 20 00 

National Treasurer, clerk hire for year ending Buffalo 

Convention 50 00 

Hotel Iroquois, headquarters and board three National 

officers 196 70 

Hotel Iroquois, Convention telegrams ... 6 95 
Hotel Iroquois, Convention carriage .... 4 00 
J. Jones, hacks for National officers .... 4 60 
Isabelle T. Bagley, traveling expenses National Con- 
vention 13 70 

Ida S. McBride, traveling expenses National Convention 18 66 

Sarah D. Winans, postage for July and August, 1897 2 84 

Sarah J. Martin, board National President and National 

Secretary at Hotel Iroquois .... 6 00 

Ella Snyder, expenses reporting Convention . . 13 66 

Ella Snyder, stenographic work, three transcriptions . 100 00 

National Treasurer, for desk rent for year ... 6 00 

Isabelle T. Bagley, National Treasurer : 

Collection charges .... $ 80 
Freight, drayage and expressage . . 9 98 
Postage for supplies and letters . ^ . 19 77 
Twenty-five pine boxes for shipping sup- 
plies 1 25 

Set of pigeon holes .... 2 00 

Twine, cord and paper . . . 6 20 

40 00 

Sarah J. Martin, National President, Headquarters 

expense fund 200 00 

Times Recorder Co., envelopes, placards and gummed 

labels 8 25 

J. Newman & Sons, floral pillow for funeral of Mrs. 

Barker, Past National President .... 16 00 

$1,776 41 
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National W.R.C. Home Fund. 

Dr, 
To cash on hand July 1, 1897 . . . $1,524 19 
Received from Departments . . . 55 00 

By one-half per capita tax transferred from 

General Fund 1,705 76 

$3,284 95 

Cr. 

By expenditures ....... 1,574 00 

Balance in fund Sept. 30, 1897 $1,710 95 



National Council of Women Fund. 

Dr. 
Balance on hand July 1, 1897 . . . $191 41 
Received from all sources .... 157 61 

$349 02 

Cr, 

By expenditures 9 82 

Balance in fund Sept. 30, 1897 $339 20 



ANDERSONVILLE PRISON PROPERTY FUND. 
Dr. 
Balance on hand, July 1, 1897 . . $3,525 97 

Received from all sources .... 294 67 

$3,820 64 

Cr. 

By expenditures 321 97 

Balance in Fund Sept. 30, 1897 $3,498 67 



National Headquarters Relief Fund. 

Dr. 
Balance on hand July 1, 1897 . . . $117 14 
Received bal. from Mrs. Hitt, Past Nat'l Pres. 4 00 



Balance in Fund Sept. 30, 1897, $121 14 
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ANNIE WITTENMYER BIRTHDAY TESTIMONIAL FUND. 

Dr. 
To balance on hand, July 1, 1897 .... $465 85 

Received as follows : — 



California and Nevada 






$102 80 


Colorado and Wyoming 






15 00 


Connecticut 






77 30 


Idaho .... 






2 00 


Illinois 






50 76 


Iowa .... 






169 00 


Massachusetts 






31 00 


Minnesota 






87 90 


Missouri 






10 00 


Montana 






6 00 


Nebraska . 






28 00 


New Hampshire 






10 20 


New York 






67 00 


North Dakota 






2 50 


Oklahoma . 






4 00 


Oregon 






21 00 


Pennsylvania 






132 45 


Potomac 






7 00 


Rhode Island 






16 20 


South Dakota 






27 30 


Tennessee .... 






80 


Vermont 






60 00 


Washington and Alaska 






6 60 


West Virginia 






8 40 


Wisconsin . 






111 50 


Relief Corps No. 79, San Jacinto, Cal. 


1 00 


Relief Corps No. 6, Butte, Mont. 


7 25 


Sedgwick Relief Corps No. 1, Kearney ^ 




Neb 


1 00 


Relief Corps No. 246, New York . 


2 00 


unt carried forward . 


. $1,065 96 
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Amount brought forward 

Relief Corps No. 229, New York . 

Relief Corps No. 6, Mansfield, Pa. 

Harrigan Relief Corps No. 4, Tennessee, 

Relief Corps No. 22, Wisconsin . 

Mrs. Mary U. Birdseye, Nevada, Mo. 

Mrs. Mary H. Shepherd, Brookfield 
Mo 

Mrs. Harriet J. Bodge, Hartford, Conn 

Whi taker Relief Corps No. 16, Louis- 
ville, Ky 

Geo. R. Maxwell No. 3, Utah . 

Alexander No. 2, Arizona . 

Jas. B. McKean No. 1, Utah 

Buckhannon Relief Corps No. 4, W. Va. 

Lizzie J. Moore, Tacoma, Washington 

Eunice M. Munger and others, Okla. 

Jno. A. Logan No. 13, Virginia . 

Silas Fellows No. 4, Virginia 

A. H. Terry No. 5, Florida 

J. C. Beecher No. 1, North Carolina 

Draper No. 7, Virginia 

W. T. Sherman No. 15, Virginia 

David Hunter No 1, South Carolina 

Jno. A. Logan No. 4, Utah. 

Ahraham Lincoln No. 3, S. Carolina 

Rohert G. Shaw No. 3, Georgia . 

Kit Carson No. 7, Florida . 

Wm. T. Sherman No. 5, Utah . 

U. S. Grant Camp No. 13, Sons of 
Veterans, Denver, Colorado 



Dr. 

By transfer to Mrs. Wittenmyer 

Balance September 30 



fl,066 96 


5 00 


3 00 


2 00 


2 00 


2 00 


50 


1 00 


6 00 


2 00 


5 00 


6 00 


1 00 


2 00 


2 00 


1 00 


2 00 


1 50 


5 00 


1 00 


56 


3 00 


1 00 


1 00 


2 00 


3 00 


2 00 


2 50 



$465 85 



1,129 01 
$1,594 86 

1,593 06 
$1.80 
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SUMMARY OF BALANCES, 

Sept. 30, 1897. 

General Fund . . . . 

W.R.C. Home Fund 

National Council of Women Fund 
National Headquarters Relief Fund 
Andersonville Prison Property Fund . 
Annie Wittenmyer Birthday Testimonial Fund 
Nat'l W.R.C. Home Land Fund . 

Total .... 
Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 



$7,782 70 


1,710 95 


339 20 


121 14 


3,498 67 


1 80 


186 85 


$13,641 31 



ISABELLE T. BAGLEY, 

National Treasurer, 
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National Headquarters Fund. 



Office of National President, W.R.C, 

Indianapolis, Ind., July 1, 1897. 
Isabelle T. Bagley, 

National Treasurer, W.R.C. 

Madam: The following is an itemized account of receipts 
and expenditures by National Headquarters for year ending June 
30, 1897 : — 

Dr. 

Received of National Treasurer, first quarter . . $200. 00 
" " " " third " - . . 400 00 

Total receipts $600 00 

Cr. 
Total expenditures 462 98 

Balance on hand June 30, 1897 $137 02 

EXPENDITURES FIRST QUARTER, ENDING SEPT. 30, 1896. 

Expressage $1 80 

Freight and drayage 2 39 

Postage 5 00 

Desk supplies 1 82 

Waste basket 75 

Telegram 60 

Total expenditures. First Quarter . . $12 36 

7 
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EXPENDITURES SECOND QUARTER, ENDING DEC. 31, 1896. 

AgDes Hitfc, National President, travelling expenses, 

Toledo and Canton, 0., and Buffalo, N.Y 
Postage 
Telegrams . 
Office rent . 

Rent office desk and chair 
Printing National password 
Expressage . 
Office help . 
Desk supplies 
Registered letters 
R.R. guide 

Office desk for National President 
Ribbon to drape flag in honor of Mrs. Mink 

Total expenditures, Second Quarter 



«20 75 


31 73 


2 B3 


40 00 


7 00 


75 


2 60 


95 


80 


73 


15 


15 00 


1 36 



$124 35 



EXPENDITURES THIRD QUARTER, ENDING MARCH 31, 1897. 

Agnes Hitt, National President, travelling expenses, 
visiting Department Conventions, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Department of the Potomac and 

Maryland $69 40 

Agnes Hitt, National President, travelling expenses, 

Buffalo, N.Y., arranging for National Convention, 19 00 
Agnes Hitt, National President, travelling expenses, 

Hammond, Ind 3 27 

Postage 24 38 

Rolls for commissions 2 50 

Expressage 50 

Office help 3 90 

Telegrams 1 t>2 

Twine and sponge 15 

Gold seals 30 

Exchange on check 20 

Money orders ........ 13 

Office rent 20 00 

Total expenditures, Third Quarter . . If 146 35 
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EXPENDITURES FOURTH QUARTER, ENDING JuNE 30, 1897. 

Agnes Hitt, National President, travelling expenses, 
visiting Department Conventions, Michigan, Texas, 
West Virginia, Kentucky, Indiana, Tennessee and 

Ohio $66 60 

Agnes Hitt, National President, travelling expenses, 

visiting Department of the Potomac . . . 38 60 

Telegrams 7 32 

Postage 21 00 

Desk supplies 65 

Expressage 40 

Exchange on checks 35 

Office rent 35 00 

Office help 11 20 

Total expenditures. Fourth Quarter . . $180 92 



RECAPITULATION. 



By expenditures, first quarter 
" " second " 

" « third " 

" " fourth " 

Total expenditures 



$ 12 36 
124 35 
145 35 

180 92 

$462 98 



Respectfully suhmitted in F., C. and L., 



AGNES HITT, 

National President. 
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National Headquarters Fund. 

(SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT.) 



Dr. 

Balance on hand June 30, 1897 . 
Received from National Treasurer 
Returned from the Department of Ohio 
Total receipts 

Cr. 
Expenditures, June 30 to Aug. 
Postage 

Registered letter 
Expressage 
Office help . 
Telegrams . 
Mailing tubes 
Money order 
Postals and envelopes 
Exchange on checks 
Rent for two months 
Blank Book 
National Aide, carriage 
Packing box for shipment to new Head- 
quarters and drayage 

Agnes Hitt, National President, travelling 
expenses attending funeral National 
Senior Vice-President .... 

Agnes Hitt, National President, travelling 

expenses to the National Convention . 

Total expenditures to Aug. 28, 1897, 

Balance on hand Aug. 28, 1897 . 

By check to National Treasurer to balance 
account 



$137 02 

100 00 

3 50 



28, 1897. 
«38 22 
42 

3 20 
46 20 

4 37 
25 
03 
50 
60 

20 00 
1 00 
1 50 

1 00 



$117 29 

40 25 
12 60 



«240 52 



$170 14 
$70 38 

$70 38 



Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

AGNES HITT, 

National President. 
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Report of National Chaplain. 



Office of National Chaplain, 

Faulkton, S.D., July 29, 1897. 
Ida S. McBride, 

National Secretary, W.B.C. 

I have the honor to submit, through you, to the National Con- 
Tention my report of our sacred holiday for current year. I wish 
I might bring before you the interesting particulars of its general 
observance. 

At beautiful Arlington its celebration was honored by the 
presence of our soldier President and many other distinguished 
men. Thousands gathered around the tomb of the great general 
at Riverside Park, and also that of our only Lincoln. The 
national cemeteries in the South were remembered by tender 
hearts and hands, while in city, town and hamlet patriotic people 
made beautiful with flowers the sacred mounds of our heroic dead. 

It is appropriate to here mention the recent unveiling of the 
statue in Chicago of the great volunteer. Gen. John A. Logan, 
who was so nobly referred to in the tribute of Hon. Geo. R. Peck : 
" It was he who gave us the sweet observance of Memorial Day. 
Only a poet could have thought it. Only a poet could have 
made it come true. It is above all others our best loved holiday ; 
our festival of memory, love and beauty. We shall keep it forever 
with all the flowers that grow upon the prairies and in the 
gardens of Illinois. And there will be tears." 

May we in our increasing love and care verify the recent 
prophecy of a distinguished veteran, " Comrades, we are growing 
old ; but while our joints have been stiffening and our blood 
growing cold, the women of the country have been training the 
grand armies of the future, in whose hands our starry banner will 
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be carried to heights too dizzy for us to stand upon, and to vic- 
tories greater than any yet achieved. They have been teaching 
men tenderness without taking from them courage, and making 
them pure while adding to their pleasures." 

With a sincere appreciation of the honor conferred upon me, 
and thanks for courtesies from officers and co-workers, I beg leave 
to submit my consolidated report and summary. 
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FINAL SUMMARY. 



Total number of Departments reporting 
Total number of Detached Corps reporting 
Total number of Corps in Departments reporting 

Total number of Corps reporting . 



33 
2,866 



35 



2,888 



Total membership reporting . 
Number of members taking part in Memo- 
rial Day Exercises .... 
Number of Corps taking part in Sabbath 

Memorial Services . . . 
Number of soldiers' graves decorated 
Number of children taking part 
Expense incurred for Memorial Day 
Number of Corps providing refreshment 

for Post 

Number of Corps providing flowers for 
Memorial purposes .... 
Number of Corps providing Memorial for 
the unknown dead . . . 



Departments. 


Detached 
Corps. 


Total. 


92,988 


1,073 


94,061 


56,099 


698 


56,797 


2,382 

448,859 

305,753 

$12,852.55 


31 
63,628 

2,728 
$490.78 


2,413 

612,487 

308,481 

$13,343.33 


898 


30 


928 


2,615 


32 


2,647 


2,105 


32 


2,137 



Amount of money sent South for Memo- 
rial Day as reported by National 
Treasurer 

Amount of money reported as expended 
for Memorial Day as above 

Total amount reported as expended for 
Memorial Day, May 30, 1897 . 



$773.40 
13,343.33 

$14,116.73 



Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 



ALICE M. A. PICKLER, 

National Chaplain, W.E,C. 
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Report of National Inspector. 



Office of National Inspector, W.R.C, 
Chicago, III., July 26, 1897. 
Mrs. Ida S. McBride, 

National Secretary^ W.R.C. 

Dear Madam : I have the honor to submit to you and through 
you to the Fifteenth National Convention, my report as National 
Inspector. 

When the honor was given me I fully realized that the duties 
must be many, but have to the best of my ability performed the 
work assigned me. 

The reports received from the Department Inspectors have 
been excellent and show that the work of the Woman's Relief 
Corps is progressing. 

But I would ask the sympathy and love of our Order to ex- 
tend to the Corps in the West that are debarred from instructions 
from our National officers. 

It is evident that Rules and Regulations of our Order are 
being disregarded ; many Corps charging only ninety-eight cents 
for initiation, instead of $1.00. 

Recommendation No. 1. That the spaces 2, 3, 14, 21, on 
Form T, be made wider to accommodate the figures nicely. 

Recommendation No. 2. That the Detached Corps in the 
West be attached to the nearest Departments, as they are some- 
what discouraged and feel they are not in touch with the workers 
of our Order. 

Recommendation No. 3. Feeling that the sum of $200 is 
not sufficient to defray the expense of National President in 
visiting and helping the discouraged ones, I would recommend 
that the sum be raised to $500, thus allowing her to visit the 
weaker Departments in the West and South. 
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♦ 

The action of the Fourteenth National Convention requires 
the Assistant National Inspector to consolidate the reports from 
Blank 00, allowing the local Corps to report direct to National, 
thus severing the connection between Department and National 
Inspector and making the Department oflScer a purely local 
position. I would therefore make 

Recommendation No. 4=. That the action of the Fourteenth 
National Convention be rescinded and that Department Inspectors 
compile all reports, sending to Department Headquarters the 
tabulated report Form P and to the National Inspector Form RR. 

As the Fourteenth National ConVention provides that each 
Department shall manage its own inspection as it may deem best, 
making the time as provided by Rules and Regulations, but the 
methods and manner in conformity with its own needs and con- 
veniences, and a^ Departments have now reported to the National 
Convention from September, 1896, to June 30, 1897, leaving but 
two months, July and August, to be accounted for, and in order 
to save a great expense, I would make 

Recommendation No. 5. That Corps be inspected this year 
by one of their own members, except those desiring or needing 
outside inspectors, and all laws in conflict be set aside. 



DEPARTMENTS. 



CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA. 

From California and Nevada comes the cheering word of the 
good work done by them. 

The Department Inspector says '' the books of Secretaries 
and Treasurers are beautifully kept." 

COLORADO AND WYOMING. 

Colorado and Wyoming reports the work accomplished by 
the Department, good. There was but one Corps in the Depart- 
naent that was not inspected and it was sixty miles from a rail- 
road. Notwithstanding the financial depression, the Department 
has advanced in almost every way. Gained in number of Corps 
and membership. 
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CONNECTICUT. 

Connecticut sends an excellent report. All Corps working 
in harmony and in perfect harmony with the Posts. Assistant 
National Inspector says it was a pleasure to report the work of 
the Department Secretary and Treasurer, their books were so 
beautifully and neatly kept. 

ILLINOIS. 

Department Inspector, Miss Jennie Bross, sends a most 
beautiful and accurate report of the work done by the Assistant • 
Inspectors. Illinois stands' third in relief. Assistant National 
Inspector, Emily R. McCoUough, says *' the books of Depart- 
ment Treasurer cannot be surpassed, and the * little * Secretary's 
books deserve much praise." 

IDAHO. 

Idaho sends the report that they have turned over to their 
Posts, $127.95, and in Relief Fund, $133.60. Expended for 
relief, $109.05 ; relief other than money, $44.23. 

INDIANA. 

Department Inspector says the work done by the Department 
officers deserves much praise. Assistant National Inspector 
reports that the most perfect harmony has existed between Posts 
and Corps throughout the year. 

IOWA. 

Iowa, with its two hundred and forty-three Corps, is doing an 
excellent work. Reports money turned over to Posts, $1,558.77. 

KANSAS. 

Kansas, the *' Sunflower State," comes with words of cheer, 
for its Department Assistant National Inspector says they have 
expended $110.00 in relief this year, and have $184.00 in Relief 
Fund. Posts and Corps working in perfect harmony. 
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KENTUCKY. 

Kentucky Department reports the excellent work done the 
last year in this Department, with a brighter future. 



LOUISIANA AND MISSISSIPPI. 
No report. 

MAINE. 

Maine is still in line with other Departments as regards good 
work for the W.R.C. Department ip a flourishing condition. 

MARYLAND. 

Maryland's Assistant National Inspector says: ** I report 
with great pleasure the inspection of Maryland, in every particu- 
lar. The books of the Treasurer and Secretary are neatly and 
accurately kept.'' 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

We all bow in submission to the Mother State,. both in Relief 
Fund, turned over to Posts, estimated relief other than money, 
being first in all. Assistant National Inspector says : * ' The 
books of Treasurer and Secretary are in perfect condition and 
under the untiring efforts of the Department officers, the year 
has been one of unparalleled success, with $1,696.37 in Relief 
Fund and amount expended for relief $819.29.*' 

MICHIGAN. 

Michigan, with its 231 Corps, reports the Department in a 
most flourishing condition ; having turned over to Posts, 

$2,274.99. 

MINNESOTA. 

Minnesota Department Inspector reports, $101.85 spent in 
relief and the Posts and Corps throughout the State work in 
perfect harmony. 
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MISSOURI. 



Missouri reports a very prosperous year, having $612.56 
in Relief Fund, and turned over to Posts, $350.73, Posts and 
Corps working in harmony. 

MONTANA. 

Montana comes with the cheering word that they have pros- 
pered this year, having in Relief Fund, $81.66, and working in 
harmony with the Posts. 

NEBRASKA. 

The Department Inspector reports books of Treasurer and 
Secretary are systematically kept and the feeling between Post 
and Corps most cordial. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

New Hampshire, with its $136.26 in Relief Fund, is in a 
most prosperous condition. 

Assistant National Inspector reports books of Treasurer and 
Secretary are accurate and beautifully kept. 

NEW JERSEY. 

Assistant National Inspector Jennie D. Smith gives a most 
excellent report of this Department, and says *'the friendship 
existing between the W.R.C. and G.A.R. cannot be surpassed." 

NEW YORK. 

New York, with its 239 Corps and $3,329.84 in its Relief 
Fund, and $3,106.74 turned over to Posts, must be in a most 
prosperous condition. 

NORTH DAKOTA. 

Assistant National Inspector of this Department says : '' The 
Department is prospering and the Department Commander always 
invites the W.R.C. Convention to attend the reading of his ad- 
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dress, and then invites the Department President to read her 
address to the G. A.R. Encampment. Always have joint installa- 
tions and are treated royally." 

OHIO. 

Ohio comes with her 327 Corps and $178.02 in Relief Fund, 
with Posts and Corps working most harmoniously throughout the 
State. 

Assistant National Inspector reports books of Treasurer 
and Secretary in perfect order. 

OKLAHOMA. 

Department Inspector reports 26 Corps. Amount of money 
expended last year for relief, $95.70. Estimated value other 
than money, $223.00. Turned over to Posts, $121.31. 

Assistant Inspector reports books of Secretary and Treas- 
urer kept in a beautiful manner. 

OREGON. 

Department Inspector reports the amount expended for relief, 
$244.43; other than money, $712.75; turned over to Posts, 
$260.35. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Elizabeth Reese, Assistant National Inspector, reports this 
Department in a most flourishing condition, with all Posts and 
Corps working in harmony together. Organized 14 new Corps 
this year, with 161 members. 

POTOMAC. 

Potomac, with its 617 members, is doing an excellent work. 
Department Inspector says: ''It is my pleasure to state that 
various Corps in this Department are in a flourishing condition, 
with $266.32 in Relief Fund ; estimated value other than money, 
$540.4^.'' 
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RHODE ISLAND. 

Rhode Island, or " Little Rhody," comes with its words of 
cheer in the good work. Assistant National Inspector says, 
'' books of Treasurer and Secretary are kept in a manner com- 
mendable to them, and show the Department in good financial 
condition." 

SOUTH DAKOTA. 

Department Inspector reports the Department in a most 
prosperous condition: $375.77 in Relief Fund; turned over to 
Posts, $477.73 ; estimated value other than money, $403.36 ; 
and are always ready to turn a helping hand to the old soldier 
and his dependent ones. 

TENNESSEE. 

Assistant National Inspector says : " Our Department is not 
large in numbers, but what it lacks in numerical strength it 
makes up in the loyalty of its membership." 



TEXAS. 

Texas, with its 290 members and $89.97 in the Relief Fund, 
expended $160.90 in relief; estimated value other than relief,' 
$178.50 ; should feel proud of its work. 



VERMONT. 

Vermont has $111.49 in its Relief Fund; its 2,601 mem- 
bers are certainly doing a noble work. Books of Treasurer and 
Secretary are neatly kept. 



WASHINGTON AND ALASKA. 

Department Inspector reports 39 Corps in this Department 
inspected, with $341.58 in Relief Fund; amount expended, 
$625.63 ; estimated value other than money, $872.63, and turned 
over to Posts, $261.27. 
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WEST VIRGINIA. 

Inspector says: ''Through our Department President the 
work of inspection has been lightened, peraonally inspecting 
many Corps. Department in an excellent condition. Books in 
perfect order." 

WISCONSIN. 

Wisconsin, with its $468.86 in Relief Fund, and $298.58 
expended in relief, must be in a very prosperous condition. Books 
of Treasurer and Secretary are in perfect order. 



DETACHED CORPS. 



ARIZONA. 

Only two Corps heard from. J. B. Owens No. 1 and Alex- 
ander No. 2. Both send interesting reports. Harmony exists 
among the members of the W.R.C. and G.A.R. Aljjxander No. 2 
has $50.00 in Relief Fund. 

ARKANSAS. 

Curtis No. 1 and Judson No. 4 are the Corps heard from. 
Seem much encouraged, but would love to see some of the higher 
officers. 

FLORIDA. 

B. C. Lincoln No. 2, Key West, sends good report. Spent 
in relief, $39.00 and $39.60 in their Relief Fund. 

A. H. Terry No. 5 has spent $11.00 in relief and has 27 
members. Turned over to Post, $25.00. 

John A. Logan No. 4, St. Augustine, has spent $15.00 in 
relief and $4.50 in the Relief Fund. 

P. H. Sheridan No. 6 has 24 members and spent $15 00 
in relief. 

Kit Carson No. 7 turned over to Post $7.75 and f 6.70 in 
Relief Fund. 
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GEORGIA. 

Three Corps have reported. 

J. B. Steadman No. 1 turned over to Post $7.60. 

Colony No. 2 has spent in relief $52.25. Turned over to 
Post, $15.00. 

Robert G. Shaw No. 3 turned over to Post $32.00. 

INDIAN TERRITORY. 

One Corps reported. 

Garfield No. 1 turned over to Post $6.00. These Corps 
need encouragement and visits from higher officers. 

NEW MEXICO. 

Only one Corps reported. 

G. K. Warren No. 1 : $10.00 in Relief Fund. Expended 
$15.00 in relief. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

James C. Beegher No. 1 has $14.00 in Relief Fund and has 
expended in relief $47.27 and turned over to Post $67.98. 

Fletcher No. 2 expended $24.33. Estimated value other 
than money, $8.75. Turned over to Post, $5.00. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. . 

David Hunter No. 1 expended $30.00 and turned over to 
Post $17.00. 

Wm. N. Reed No. 2 expended in relief $38.55; $14.08 
in Relief Fund. 

Abraham Lincoln No. 3. In Relief Fund, $3.00. Ex- 
pended for relief, $52.00. Turned over to Post, $5.00. 

TENNESSEE. 

Lincoln No. 4 expended $7.25 in relief. Estimated value 
other than money, $8.00. Turned over to Post, $4.00. 
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UTAH. 

J. B. McKean No. 1. Belief Fund, $23.63. Amount ex- 
pended, $20.00. 

John A. Dix No. 2. Amount in Belief Fund, f 14.03. 
Expended, f 17.20. 

John A. Logan No. 4 is doing a good work though young. 
Turned over to Post, $41.00. 

W. T. Sherman No. 5. Turned over to Post, $20.00. Ex- 
pended for relief, $20.00. 

VIBGINIA. 

Shaw No. 3. 
Silas Fellows No. 4. 
W. T. Sherman No. 5. 
Grant No. 6. 
Draper No. 7. 
Garfield No. 8. 
Sherman No. 9. 
BURNSIDE No. 10. 
Tracy No. 11. 
Dahlgren No. 12. 
John A. Logan No. 13. 
W. T. Sherman No. 15. 
Phil Kearney No. 16. 
B. Justin Moore No. 17. 

Grant No. 6. The cry from this Corps is, we need in- 
struction, and as soon as convenient to meet with us. Amount of 
money in Relief Fund, $35.95. Expended, $142.14. Other than 
money, $20.00. 

Draper No. 7 has expended $12.50. The members of this 
Corps come great distances to attend. They attend their sick and 
do the best they can. Turned over to Post, $9.00, 

James A. Garfield No. 8. This Corps is prosperous and 
doing good work. Amount in Relief Fund, $2.50. Amount ex- 
pended, $25.00. Estimated other than money, $10.00. 
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BuRNSiDE No. 10. This Corps is doing nicely. Amount 
expended for relief, f 15.00. 

Tracy No. 11. This Corps is now doing nicely. Came near 
disbanding. One of the sister Corps, No. 1 of Norfolk, visited 
them and encouraged them so much they have been working hard 
ever since. Have expended $15.00 for relief and $10.00 in 
Relief Fund. 

Dahlgrex No. 12 was about to disband, but through the 
efforts of Mrs. Colgan put on new life and is doing nicely now, 
with $75.23 in Relief Fund. Expended $4.00 for relief. 

John A. Logan No. 13 was the first white Corps in Vir- 
ginia and Mrs. Colgan, the " Mother," therefore feels personally 
interested in the Corps and sends this report. Expended for 
relief, $80.00. Other than money, $30.00. Turned over to Post, 
$10.00. 

W. T. Sherman No. 15 is doing fairly well. Donated $1.25 
to Anderson ville Prison Fund. Expended for relief, $10.00 
Other than money, $15.00. 

Phil Kearney No. 16, Mrs. Colgan says, is doing good work. 
Has grand officers. Has cared for an aged lady for years, but 
has now sent her to the Madison Home. Has expended $31 29. 
Other than money, $12.00. 

Mrs. Colgan says the prospects are bright for No. 17. Take 
care of the sick and help the Post on Memorial Day. 

These Corps, according to the figures, have been doing a cred- 
itable work, giving valuable assistance to the' Posts. Many thanks 
are due Amelia F. Colgan. She has inspected many of these 
Corps with no expense to the National. Personally I wish to 
thank her for her promptness in sending me the reports. 
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Tabulated Report of Inspectors of Detached 



Name of Corps. 



J. W. Owens 

Alexander 

Judson 

B. C.Lincoln 

A. H. Terry 

Kit Carson 

R. G.Shaw 

J. B. Steadman... 

Garfield 

J. C. Beecher 

David Hunter — 

Wm.N. Reed 

Isham Young — 
J. B. McKean . . . . 

Silas Fellows 

Lincoln 

Sherman 

Grant 

Draper 

Jas. A. Garfield.. 

Bumside 

Tracy 

Dahlgren 

John A. Logan . . . 
W. T. Sherman.., 
Phil. Kearney.... 
R.Justin Moore.. 



Totals. 



Location. 



b1 



Isl'^l 



Phoenix, Ariz. 

Globe, Ariz 

Little Rock, Ark 

Key West, Fla. . . 

Tampa, Fla 

St.Petersburg.Fla. 

Savannah, Ga.. 

Tallapoosa, Ga.. 

Muscogee, Ind.Ter. 

New Berne, N.C.. 

Beaufort, N.C. ... 

Charleston, SC... 

Knoxville.Tenn. . 

Salt Lake City, U.. 

Portsmouth, Va. . 

5 Norfolk, Va 

~ Savage ville, Va. . 

Eastville, Va 

Deep Creek Va. . . 

Hampton, Va 

Franktown, Va. . . 

Berkley, Va 

Norfolk, Va 

PhoBbus, Va 

Phoebus, Va 

Richmond, Va.... 

Portsmouth, Va.. 
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Corps, W.R.C, for the Year Ending Aug. 31, 1896. 
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In closing my report I wish to tliank the sisters for the many 
kindnesses received. Words of love have lightened and cheered 
the heart when tired and weary. Thanks for General Orders, 
Rosters and Journals and little souvenirs sent; they will be 
cherished with love. 

And to you, Mrs. National President, who honored me by 
the appomtment of National Inspector, I extend most grateful 
thanks, you have been so patient and kind with my many faults ; 
I hope the friendship thus formed may be lasting And may the 
Great Commander bless you always. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

JULIA G. SINE, 

National Inspector, 
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Report of National Counsellor. 



Office of National Counsellor, 

Boston, Mass., July 31, 1897. 
Ida S. McBride, 

National Secretary ,, W.B.C. 
Madam:'! take great pleasure in submitting, through you, 
to the Fifteenth National Convention, my report as National 
Counsellor. 

The opinions rendered have been the result of careful study 
and in accordance with my best judgment. 

Case 1. 

Question, — Can a Corps be formed that is not auxiliary to 
any Post of the Grand Army? 

Opinion. — No. There is no law for this. Sect. 1, Art. 
III., Chap. I., Rules and Regulations, is very explicit on that 
point. 

Case 2. 

Question 1. — Who shall hold the rituals contained in Depart- 
ment supplies? 

Opinion. — The Department Treasurer shall hold all Depart- 
ment property and fill all orders for the same — drawn on a 
proper requisition — in accordance with Sect. 4, Art. VI., Qhap. 
III., Rules and Regulations. 

Question 2. — Does the Treasurer fill all orders for rituals the 
same as other supplies ? 

Opinion. — Whenever a Corps is instituted the Department 
Secretary notifies the Treasurer and requests her to send the 
necessary supplies, and rituals would be included. 
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Case 3. 

Question. — Can a Corps elect a past Department officer as 
a delegate to Department Convention ? 

Opinion. — Yes. Any member in good standing is eligible 
to any office, but if tbe past officer elected be past Department 
President, Secretary or Treasurer, the Corps would lose one vote. 

As these officers are entitled to a vote in Department Conven- 
tion by virtue of their past offices, by electing them a Corps 
member would be deprived the right to be elected a delegate. 

Case 4. 

Mrs. appeals from the decision of the Department 

President in approving the sentence of a Court of Inquiry, on the 
ground that the court was prejudiced and that she was not tried 
by a court of her peers. 

Opinion. — I have carefully gone over this case, and find one 
thing lacking. The appeal is all right, but the Department Presi- 
dent in forwarding the appeal to National President failed to send 
any testimony why she sustained the decision of the Court. The 
charges must be sustained by evidence. The names and testi- 
mony of all the witnesses must accompany the charges. The 
Corps that tried the member must furnish the evidence to the De- 
partment President, to forward to the National President, or the 
case will fail. The National President has nothing to show her 
whether the decision of the Court was just or unjust. The plea 
that she was not tried by her peers, — as she was a past Corps 
officer, — I do not consider important. It is evidence^ in my 
opinion, that decides the case. 

Case 5. 

This is a case of an appeal by Mrs. A. of Corps, De- 
partment of , from the decision of the Department Presi- 
dent. The case is too voluminous to print here in detail. The 
papers are all in the hands of National President, and will be 
placed in the hands of the Committee on Counsellor's Report. 

'Opinion. — S Corps had a right to refuse to order a Court 

of Inquiry, by a majority vote. See Sect. 4, Art. VII., Chap. V., 
Rules and Regulations. Whenever a Corps refuses to call a Court 
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of Inquiry they are done with the case, then either party can appeal 
to the Department President. The charges and testimony to sus- 
tain the charges must accompany the appeal. In this case there 
is very little testimony to sustain charges. 

The Department President, after reviewing the case, may or 
may not order a Court of Inquiry. She has a perfect right to 
consult her Counsellor, or any one whom she may think will aid 
her in reaching a correct settlement of the case. 

Mrs. B. has the right to appeal from the decision of the 
Department President to the National President. The • charges 
made that relate to Mrs. B. are not of sufficient gravity to require 
a Court of Inquiry, and the offence, as far as her husband is con- 
cerned, is not within the jurisdiction of the Woman's Relief Corps. 

Therefore I should sustain the decision of the Department 
President. 

Case 6. 

A Corps member has committed a criminal offence, and has 
been tried, convicted and sentenced by the laws of the State. 

Question. — Can she be expelled from our Order without a 
Court of Inquiry ? 

Opinion, — In my opinion she cannot, but must be dealt with 
in accordance with Sect. 3, Art. VII., Chap. V. 

Case 7. 

A Department of the G.A.R. considers a Post illegally 
formed. 

Question, — Does it affect the legal standing of the Corps 
formed as this Post's auxiliary? 

Opinion. — No. Corps are organized under the Rules and 
Regulations of the Woman's Relief Corps, and all acts and busi- 
ness under the charter of this Corps are legal, if in accordance 
with the Rules and Regulations of our Order. 

Case 8. 
A Department Treasurer appeals to National President from 
the report of Assistant National Inspector and vote taken at 
Department Convention, and asks decisions on the following 
questions : — 
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Report of Assistant National Inspector. 
Members of the Hiirteenth Department Convention of- 



The Twelfth Department Convention voted that Assistant 
National Inspector should report to Department Convention 
annually, and in accordance therewith I made preparation to 
furnish such reports. Sect. 3i Art. V., Chap. V., Red Book, 
defines plainly the duties of Assistant National Inspector. To 
make assurance doubly sure that books would reach Headquarters 
in time, I communicated with them a week beforehand, as it 
would be necessary to have all the books and papers together at 
Headquarters to inspect and compare according to our rules. In 
my letter to Department Treasurer, I recited the duties of 
National Inspector and wrote her officially : — 

" I feel it important to say that the work of the Inspector 
will be greatly facilitated if the books are here before the three 
days' limit, April 17. In any event be sure to have all the books 
and papers, records and accounts of your office at Department 
Headquarters by Friday, April 16. If you can send them sooner 
than that day the courtesy will be appreciated.*' 

The requisition thus made met with no timely response from 
your Department Treasurer, but in a tardy letter (received too late 
for any use) she informed me of her determination to keep the 
books in her possession at her office until Convention, in direct 
disregard to my requisition that they be sent to Department Head- 
quarters for due and proper inspection. It is a matter of serious 
complaint that having thus been deprived of opportunity to com- 
pare the books of Department Treasurer with those of Department 
Secretary (which later were duly submitted for inspection), I have 
been unable to perform the duties required of me in that particular 
and will be obliged to report that fact to National Inspector, and 
to state the reason for such default is because the Department 
Treasurer was remiss in her duty — a report I regret in making. 

As regards the report of this Convention I can only say, that 
the Assistant National Inspector is unable to comply with the De- 
partment requisitions, because of the default of the Treasurer of 
the Department, whose books were withheld from Department 
Headquarters and from my inspection, because of the impossi- 
bility of comparing books of Treasurer at her office with those of 
Secretary at Headquarters, one hundred and twenty miles away, 
resulting this year from the refusal of the Department Treasurer 
to send her books to Department Headquarters. And in order to 
enable Assistant National Inspectors hereafter to perform the 
duties required of them, I hereby recommend that the officers 
selected to be Department Treasurer and Department Secretary 
should be members residing in the same locality. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 



Assistant National Inspector, 
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appeal of mrs. , treasurer of department of . 

Mrs. Agnes Hitt, 

National President^ W.R,C. 

Dear Madam: I enclose my explanation of the aboye report 
and ask decisions on the following questions : — 

Report of Assistant National Inspector dated April 19, was 
one of the first presented. As this report is unjust and untrue^ I 
gave notice to the Convention of an appeal to you, basing my 
appeal on the following facts : — 

First. The Assistant National Inspector was not legally 
appointed in accordance with Red Book and National Laws, 
inasmuch as there was a good Corps where Convention was to be 
held with good and eflScient members to choose from, and Corps 

was nearest to the city where Convention was to be held ; 

still, the appointment was made from the President's own Corps, 
more than one hundred miles away. 

Second, The date of the report shows it was written two 
days before Convention was held, showing there was ample time 
for inspection had the officer so desired. 

Third. She demanded my books to be sent her as early as 
April 16, five days previous to Convention. National rules say 
books shall be inspected within three days of Department 
Convention. 

Fourth. She reports my books were withheld. This is un- 
true, as I notified her April 12, that my books would be ready 
April 15 for inspection at my office, or at Department Headquar- 
ters, April 20. This is the tardy letter mentioned in this report. 
Our Department President ordered books closed April 10, then 
called me to Headquarters, one hundred and twenty miles from 
home, to have books audited and inspected April 12, at 1 p.m. 
This being impossible, as a Sunday intervened, therefore I noti- 
fied the Department Secretary that it would be impossible for me 
to be ready before the 15th, when the committee would find all 
ready at my office, or at Headquarters on the 20th. Still I was 
ordered to Headquarters to meet Inspector and Auditing Com- 
mittee, or send my books. The three previous quarters I had gone 
to Headquarters at my own expense, but this time I objected, as 
my work would not permit. The Department President forbade 
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the Auditing Committee to audit my books, as I did not go when 
she ordered me. When this report was presented to Convention, 
it was placed in the hands of a committee of four, the chairman 
being one of the Auditing Committee who was angry at my not 
going to the committee with my books. This report was adopted 
by four votes : 32 for, 28 against, the Assistant National Inspec- 
tor and committee all voting to adopt their otvn report. 

It has been decided that I was remiss in my duty; that 
books could not be audited at my office, and that the President 
could forbid committee to audit my books before Convention. I 
therefore respectfully ask a decision on the following questions : — 

Qnestion 1. — Should Assistant National Inspector be ap- 
pointed according to Red Book, page 140? 

Opinion, — Yes. 

Question 2. — Has the Assistant National Inspector the right 
to demand Treasurer to go to her with her books, or send them 
to her five days before Department Convention ? 

Opinion. — No. Time must be according to page 156 Red 
Book, Sect. 8. 

Question 3. — Is it the duty of the Department President to 
arrange for the meeting of the Auditing Committee and then have 
Treasurer go to them to have her books audited ? 

Opinion. — Yes, if necessary. Rules and Regulations re- 
quire the Auditing Committee to audit the books and accounts of 
the Treasurer quarterly, and the Department President should 
require the work properly done ; but the time and place would 
depend upon circumstances, viz. : If there are permanent Depart- 
ment Headquarters, it would be right to order the work done 
there ; but if Department Treasurer resides in another town or 
city, arrangements should be made that will save all possible 
expense, and where it would be most convenient for Auditing 
Committee and Department Treasurer. 

Question 4. — Must the books be audited and inspected at 
Department Headquarters, or can they be audited and inspected 
at Treasurer's office? 

Answered in Opinion 3. 

Question 5. — Is it the duty of the Treasurer to go to the 
Auditing Committee, or is it the duty of the Auditing Committee 
to go to the Treasurer ? 
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Answered in Opinion 3. As the whole work should be ar 
ranged by consultation of the Department Treasurer and Auditing 
Committee with the Department President, both to save expense 
and that harmony should prevail between all Department officers. 

Question 6. — Was I remiss in my duty in not going or send- 
ing my books to the Auditing Committee and Assistant National 
Inspector five days prior to Department Convention ? 

Opinion, — Taking into consideration all the statements of 
Assistant National Inspector's report, and those contained in the 
appeal, I think the Department Treasurer should have complied 
with request of Assistant National Inspector. I could not cen- 
sure the Department Treasurer for not sending her books, if 
unable by any good reason from taking them herself and being 
present when her books were audited ; both for her own protection 
and in order to assist the committee in their work. 

Assistant National Inspector does not report to a Department 
Convention. Any action taken by a Department Convention on 
Assistant National Inspectors report would be illegal. See 
Sect. 3, Art. V., Chap. V., Rules and Regulations. 

Case 9. 

Charges are preferred against a Corps President by a mem- 
ber of the Corps. The Corps, considering the charges too trivial, 
vote not to sustain them. The member making the charges 
appeals to the Department President. The Department President 
finds there is trouble throughout the Corps, visits the Corps and 
disbands it. The Department President does not order a Court 
of Inquiry ; nothing more is said about the charges made against 
the member, and she asks for transfer card. 

Question, — Is the member asking for a transfer card 
entitled to one? 

Opinion, — Every member is considered innocent until proven 
guilty, and no charges having been sustained against the member, 
I consider her entitled to a transfer card, the same as if no charges 
had been preferred. 

Case 10. 
Question 1. — If a quarter expires a few days previous to De- 
partment Convention, must it be reported by and accredited to 
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the retiring President, or can she leave it out altogether, to be re- 
ported by her successor ? 

Opinion, — It must be reported by the President retiring 
from office. 

Question 2. — Should a quarter expire while a Department 
Convention is in session, does the outgoing or incoming President 
report the quarter so ending? 

Opinion, — The outgoing President reports it. 

In closing my report I wish to extend my hearty thanks to 
the National President, and my appreciation of the honor con- 
ferred by my appointment as National Counsellor. A more 
thorough reading of Bules and Regulations, and thereby a better 
understanding of them gained, would save the National President 
much trouble as well as needless anxiety. My year's work with 
" my president" will always remain a pleasant memory. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

LIZABETH A. TURNER, 

National Counsellor. 
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Report of National Instituting and 
Installing Officer. 



Office of National Instituting and 

Installing Officer, W.R.C. 

Troy, 0., July 20, 1897. 

Mrs. Ida S. McBride, 

National Secretary, W.R.C, 

Dear Madam : In compliance with the requirements of our 
Order, I have the honor to present through you to the Fifteenth 
National Convention, the following report of work performed 
during the year. 

I fully realized the magnitude of the work when I accepted 
the honor and assumed the duties of the office. With willing hands 
and a heart full of love for the Order, I have in my humble way 
tried to discharge faithfully each duty devolving upon me. I 
have used every endeavor to further our beloved Order, and only 
regret that my efforts were not crowned with greater success. 

The financial depression of last year followed us, and the 
intense interest taken in political matters, with the unusual excite- 
ment prevailing all over the land during the Presidential cam- 
paign, made it next to impossible to create an enthusiasm in the 
work of our Order when our country was hanging in the balance, 
and I realized that it would require a greater effort to keep pace 
with the results accomplished in former years. 

Immediately upon assuming the duties of the office I prepared 
the following circular of " Information for Department Presidents 
and Instituting and Installing Officers" in connection with 
this office. 
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INFORMATION 

FOR NATIONAL AND DEPARTMENT INSTITUTING AND INSTALLING 
OFFICERS. 

Ist quarter begins July 1 and ends September 30. 
2d *' ** October 1 *' ** December 31. 

3d ** ** January 1 ** *' March 31. 

4th " *» April 1 *' " June 30. 

National Instituting and Installing Officer will forward two blanks, 
Form H, to Department Instituting and Installing Officer about the 20th 
of December, March and June. The first quarter, ending September 30, 
will be sent September 1, before National Convention, and they will be 
returned to the new National Officer. 

Department Instituting and Installing Officer will fill the inside 
fold, being careful to plainly and correctly give the number of charter 
members. If no Corps have been organized during the quarter, state the 
fact; sign your name and post-office address plainly and send both 
blanks to the Department President. The blanks must be returned to the 
National Instituting and Installing Officer, whether Corps are organized 
or not. It*s the only way to know if they were received. 

Department President fills outside fold, writing name of Depart- 
ment, her name and post-office address plainly. One blank is kept at 
Department Headquarters, the other is sent to the National Instituting 
and Installing Officer, not later than five days after beginning of new 
quarter. 

Reports for fourth quarter, ending June 30, must be in the hands of 
National Officer by July 10, as all reports are consolidated and in the 
printer's hands by August 1, for National Convention. If Department 
Presidents wish credit for the year's work they must comply with 
this rule. 

New blanks are to be formulated for Department Instituting and 
Installing Officer to consolidate her report for Department Convention. 
These blanks will be sent out from this office thirty days previous to 
Department Convention. 

Corps installations are not reported to National Instituting and 
Installing Officer. Department installations are reported on Form M. 
One copy is sent to National Secretary and one to National Instituting 
and Installing Officer. 

The retiring President and Installing Officer sign on inside fold, the 
newly elected President on the outside. The post-office address of all 
officers, both town and State, should always be plainly written. All 
reports should be promptly sent. 

Troy, O., September, 1896. 
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These were sent to each Department, and I believe have been 
helpful, and the means of saving much correspondence as well as 
postage. 

With the consent of the National President I also issued a 
circular letter for the assistance of Departments in organizing 
Corps. This was approved at Headquarters, and heartily endorsed 
by Commander-in-Chief Thaddeus S. Clarkson, and made official 
by the signature of Charles E. Burmester of the Grand Army of 
the Republic. The following letter with a copy of the circular 
was sent to every Department President ; — 

Dear Mrs. President : It is the desire of the National President 
and myself to organize an auxiliary Relief Corps to every Post of the 
G.A.R. without one. To that end the enclosed circular will be sent 
every Department. You are requested to send to every Post in your 
Department without a Corps. How many can you use? Please let me 
know at an early date. If I can especially assist you in any way I shall 
be glad to do so. Yours truly, 

Sarah D. Win an s, 
National Instituting and Installing Officer. 



.Headquarters Woman's Relief Corps, 
Auxiliary to the G.A.R 
Office of National Instituting and Installing Officer, » 

Troy, O., Nov. 2, 1896. J 



:l 



To the Officers and Members of the Grand Army of the BepuhUc, 

Comrades: There is today, as there was in the day of rebellion, 
work which woman's hand alone can do. It remains for her to bind up 
the wounds of the nation. Through her influence the lives of many 
comrades, whose bodies have been racked by pain and weakened by 
disease, have been made more endurable. 

When you *' went forth in the full strength and manhood of years," 
you tested the fidelity of the loyal women, and today the only authorized 
auxiliary of your noble Order, the Woman's Relief Corps, stands ready 
to render you any service required as you walk down the shady lane of 
life and watch the approach of the setting sun. 

the objects of the woman's relief corps are : 

First. To specially aid and assist the Grand Army of the Republic 
and to perpetuate the memory of their heroic dead. 

Second. To assist such Union veterans as need our help and pro- 
tection, and to extend needful aid to their widows and orphans, to find 
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them homes and employment, and assure them of sympathy and friends. 
To cherish and emulate the deeds of our army nurses, and of all loyal 
women who rendered loving service to our country in her hour of peril. 

Third. To maintain true allegiance to the United States of Amer- 
ica; to inculcate lessons of patriotism and love of country among our 
children and in the communities in which we live ; and encourage the 
spread of universal liberty and equal rights to all. 

That we have kept these objects in view no one can doubt, since 
from the beginning of our organization to June 30, 1896, we have ex- 
pended for relief, ^1,373,076.42. During the past year we have turned 
over to Posts, ^8,210.34, and have turned over to the Quartermaster- 
General of the G A.R. for Memorial Day In the South, ^668.26. 

Teaching patriotism Is one of the fundamental laws of our Order. 
Our successful work along that line has been greater than the most en- 
thusiastic workers ever anticipated, and when the children In our public 
schools can be taught to realize that the United States has but one flag 
and that Is the Stars and Stripes, and the children gathered in our 
sanctuaries be taught that next to God is our country, and next to the 
bible is the flag, there need be no fear of the future of our republic. 



KLlGIBIIilTY TO MBMBBR8HIP IN W.R.C. 

'* All loyal women of good moral character and correct deportment, 
who have not given aid and comfort to the enemies of the Union, who 
have attained the age of sixteen years, and who would perpetuate the 
principles to which this association stands pledged, shall be eligible to 
membership in the Woman's Relief Corps." 

The membership in our Order is not confined to the relatives of 
veterans. I consider it a manifestation of wisdom on the part of the 
Grand Army to choose as its auxiliary an organization .whose member- 
ship is based upon personal loyalty — which is one of the fundamental 
laws of our country — as against inherited right. The growth of our 
Order has assumed proportions to render It a fortress of strength. We 
hope to increase our fortifications until all the loyal women in the land 
are enlisted in this patriotic work. 

It is evident that as the veterans grow older the demands on Post 
and Corps must increase; hence, every Post should see to it that a Corps 
is organized to aid in its charitable work, and every woman who is eligible 
and 'desires to be in the way of doing more good than she can otherwise 
possibly do, should join the Relief Corps. 

It is the earnest desire of the National organization that each 
Grand Army Post in the Union shall have an auxiliary. Thousands of 
loyal women stand ready to come at your call. It is the design of this 
circular to urge upon the Commander of each G.A.R. Post, to take imme- 
diate steps to eflfect the organization of a relief Corps. 
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HOW TO ORGANIZE A RBLIBF CORPS. 

I. Applications for charter must be made on regular W.R.C. 
blanks furnished by Department or National Headquarters. 

II. Applications for charter must not have less than ten (10) 
signatures of women eligible to membership, and must be endorsed by 
the Commander of the Post applying for charter. 

III. This application, duly signed and accompanied by the Charter 
fee, $5.00, and also $13.00 for supplies (necessary to organize a Corps 
of fifteen members), should be sent to Department Secretary, and upon 
its receipt an officer will be detailed to institute the Corps and install 
its officers. 

IV. The following is a list of supplies necessary for organizing a 
Corps of fifteen members : — 



Charter with 10 Rituals 






. 


. $5 00 


10 Officers' Badges 


@40 


centf 


J . 4 00 


5 Membership Badges 


@40 


centi 


J . 2 00 


2 Service Books . 


@25 


centf 


} 50 


16 Rules and Regulations 


@ 7 


centi 


} . 1 05 


10 Odes 


@H 


cents 


J . 15 


1 Corps Requisition . 






20 


1 Journal .... 








80 


1 Cash Book 








90 


1 Ledger .... 








90 


1 Roll Membership 








90 


1 Secretary's Order Book . 








50 


1 Treasurer's Receipt Book 








50 


1 General Order File Book 








60 


Total 


$18 00 



V. All supplies must be paid for in advance. 

VI. The membership fee shall not be less than $1.50. This in- 
cludes a badge and copy of Rules and Regulations. 

VII. All Corps must bear the name of the Post to which they are 
auxiliary. 

VIII. " Only those obligated on the day the Corps is organized 
can become charter members, except should any have signed the applica- 
tion for charter and unable to be present at organization, they may, if 
initiated within a month, have their names enrolled on the charter." 

(The success of a Corps depends very largely on the character of 
its charter members, and too great care cannot be taken that they may 
be intelligent, unselfish and patriotic, that there may be able hands and 
zealous hearts to advance the work of the Woman's Relief Corps.) 
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IX. Where there is no organized Department of the W.R.C. the 
National Fl;esident may detail a comrade of the Grand Army to institute 
the Corps, provided no member of the Order is within reasonable 
distance. 

X. After the Corps is legally organized the officers will be elected 
and installed under the directions of the instituting officer and not 
before. 

XI. Please read these instructions carefully and understandingly 
and be assured the National Instituting and Installing Officer will gladly 
render any further information or assistance desired. 

SARAH D. WINANS, 

National Instituting and Installing Officer. 
Approved : 

Agnes Hitt, National President, 
Ida S. Mc6rp>b, National Secretary, 



Headquarters Grand Army of the Republic, 
Office of the Commander-in-Chief 
Omaha, Neb., Nov. 9, 1896 



ic,) 

EF, |- 



The Commander-in-Chief, recognizing the magnificent work of our 
auxiliary Order, the W.R C, in the past, and the great opportunities 
before them, most cordially approves this circular, and commends these 
loyal workers in our cause to the good offices of every comrade. 

T. S. CLARKSON, Commander-in-Chief, 

Chas E. Burmester, Adjutant-General. 

All but six Department Presidents asked for them in numbers 
ranging from twenty-five to five hundred. In this manner tbirty- 
five hundred circulars were distributed to Post Commanders in the 
various departments. I have firm faith that some of this seed 
sown has fallen into good ground, and will grow and ripen in 
the future. 

I also sent a circular to each Post Commander in the Depart- 
ment of Delaware, receiving only one reply from a Post that was 
anxious to have a Corps. The Commander stated that he had 
called a meeting of the ladies ; they met together, and after talking 
the matter over decided that there was a W.C.T.U. in town, and 
that was all that was needed. 
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Through correspondence I am convinced that many of the 
Department Instituting and Installing Officers do not realize fully 
the duties belonging to their office. What a vast amount of 
missionary work might be done among Posts that have no Corps. 
It is the duty of these officers to explain to them the benefits to 
be derived by having an auxiliary and to urge upon them the 
necessity of organizing a Woman's Relief Corps ; in short, to be an 
organizer as well as an instituting and installing officer. Another 
duty that should be conscientiously adhered to is that of sending 
quarterly reports promptly at the close of each quarter, thus 
saving much postage and work and worry for the National 
Instituting and Installing Officer, who is anxious to forward 
her report on time. 
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The consolidated report shows the organization of 139 Corps 
with a charter membership of 2804. Two Detached Corps have 
been organized with a charter membership of 36, making a total 
of 141 Corps with a total charter membership of 2840. 

In Departments showing the greatest gains, New York leads 
with 18 Corps and 340 charter members ; Michigan, 14 Corps and 
2S2 charter members; Pennsylvania, 13 Corps and 266 charter 
members ; Ohio^ 9 Corps and 205 charter members ; Louisiana 
and Mississippi, 5 Corps, 140 charter members. 

The younger Departments show good work. Oklahoma keeps 
pace with Massachusetts — each added 125 charter members. 
Among the islands of the sea Nantucket is found, and there a 
Relief Corps has been organized with 58 charter members. In far 
away Alaska a Corps has been organized auxiliary to William H. 
Seward Post. 

The wheels of time move with surprising rapidity, and their 
swift revolutions have brought, seemingly all too soon, the hour 
when I must lay aside the work that has been to me a pleasure. 
Not an unpleasant word, not a breath of faultfinding, nothing that 
. could cause a pang of pain has been received in the many letters 
that have reached me, and only words of kindness have been 
recorded. 

To the Department Presidents and Instituting and Installing 
Officers for the year 1896-1897, we have worked together in true 
Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty ; no unkind words have marred 
our intercourse. For General Orders, Rosters and Department 
Journals accept my grateful thanks. From them much valuable 
information has been gleaned. For the many kind invitations to 
be present at Department Conventions, receptions and District 
Conventions I am truly grateful. I was permitted to enjoy many 
of these pleasant occasions, and wish especially to extend thanks 
to Miss Alida Rule, President of the Department of Tennessee, for 
the pleasure afforded me in being present at the meeting of the 
Department of Tennessee G.A.R. and W.R.C. on Grand Army Day 
at the Centennial. 

To Ella Jordan Mason, Past National Instituting and Install- 
ing Officer, I owe thanks for timely suggestions and helpful advice 
given when entering upon the duties of the office. 
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In conclusion, I wish to express my gratitude to Commander- 
in-Chief Thaddeus S. Clarkson for his splendid endorsement of my 
circular letter, as well as the many kind words he has spoken for 
the Woman's Relief Corps in every State of the Union. 

To our heloved President, Agnes Hitt, to whom I am indebted 
for the honor of my appointment, I have nothing but words of love 
and endearment. She has borne with my shortcomings and aided 
me with her wise counsel ; the many courtesies shown me will be 
cherished as precious memories of a most pleaj?ant year. God 
grant that health and strength be given her to continue in the 
good work, holding up the hands of those who may succeed her. 

With sincerest wishes for the growth and prosperity of our 
noble Order in the future, my report is 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

SARAH D. WINANS, 
National Instituting and Installing Officer, 
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Report of Natioj^al Senior Aide, 



Office of National Senior Aide and Chief of Staff, 

NoBLESviLLE, Ind., Aug. 2, 1897. 

Mr8. Ida S. McBride, 

National Secretary^ W.B.C. 

Madam: I have the honor to present, through you, to the 
Fifteenth National Convention, a brief report of the efficient work 
done by the National Aides. Were it possible I would like to 
give a detailed account, for never in the -Jiistory of the organiza- 
tion has so much individual work been done by the Aides. They 
have rallied to the cause with a purpose and realized that their 
appointment meant more than empty honors and were happy to 
be able to render some service. The many visits, the encourage- 
ment extended to weak and discouraged Corps, the sympathy and 
aid to the afflicted, the work done for the homes and hospitals 
and the general interest taken in the patriotic work, will in time 
tell the story, for no thought, no word, no act ever dies, and we 
will be sure to find them written somewhere. '' Somewhere in 
this world we will meet their fruits in part. Somewhere in the 
future life we will meet their gathered harvest." 

By request of the National President, I sent out letters 
to the Aides urging them to visit weak and discouraged Corps ; to 
urge on Posts having no auxiliary the necessity of organizing ; to 
encourage patriotic teaching and everything that would strengthen 
and broaden our work and increase love of country and devotion 
to the flag. In response I received many kind letters, each pledg- 
ing themselves to do whatever they could, that at the end of the 
year it might truly be said of them, '' She hath done what she 
could." In June I wrote again to each of the Aides requesting 
them to send their reports not later than July 10, but few were 
received until the last days of the month, necessarily delaying my 

10 
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report. From the shores of the East to the far sun- kissed waters 
of the West have come glowing reports of the great stride that 
has been made in patriotic work, the earnest spirit shown in 
honoring the memory of our fallen heroes and the increasing 
interest in all our work. 

Fannie D. Hardin of Colorado reports the work in that 
Department in a very flourishing condition. Three new Corps 
organized since last January. On Memorial Sunday the members 
of the six Corps in Denver, numbering two hundred and fifty, 
attended the services in a body. In many of the districts the 
Corps have placed flags over the schoolhouses and introduced 
the salute into the schools. 

Harriet L. Culvert of Newcastle, Cal., says that through the 
efforts of the W.R.C. their County Board of Education was pre- 
vailed upon to introduce the flag salute into the schools as a part 
of the regular exercises. 

Hannah Felker from Santa Cruz reports that four new Corps 
have been added to the roster this year. That the Department 
has adopted a ' ' Lincoln Day " which the schools responded to 
with a general '' Hurrah." The Grand Army has organized a 
Lincoln League to raise a fund to erect a monument to that 
grand and noble man, Abraham Lincoln, in the Golden Gate 
Park at San Francisco. 

Francena Austin from Los Angeles gives a fine report of 
the work done in Department, in which she says : " Datis C. Coon 
Corps at San Diego claims to be the first Corps in southern Cali- 
fornia to adopt the flag salute as a part of the regular exercises ; 
at the Corps meetings it is given for the Good of the Order. 
At San Diego the W.R.C. is prospering and doing good work, 
but the Grand Army is falling off in membership. Eight hundred 
ex-soldiers live in that county and only two hundred are identi- 
fied with the Grand Army Posts. Through the efforts of Mrs. 
Linda Brady the flag salute was introduced into the Reform 
School at Whittier, which at the present time has three hundred 
and fifty boys and two hundred girls in the school." 

Mrs. Margaret Wright, a member of Stanton Corps, while 
on board a foreign steamer many thousand miles from her native 
land, introduced the flag salute. So the seed of patriotism is not 
only sown on the fertile soil of our own America, but scattered 
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on the ocean deep whose ever-ebbing tide will carry it to foreign 
shores where it may spring up and shed the light of Old Glory 
beneath other skies. 

From North and South Dakota come good reports, also from 
Connecticut, that the flag salute is used in many of the schools 
and that it is a law of the State that every schoolhouse shall have 
a flag. 

From Vermont comes a good report of the patriotic work. 

The principal work in the Department of New Hampshire 
has been for the Soldiers' Home and Hospital, being furnished by 
the different Corps in the State and now occupied by a large 
number of invalid soldiers. Seventy-three Corps, all doing good 
work. Some of them have adopted the flag salute as a part of 
the regular exercises at the Corps meetings. The salute is used 
in the schools of one hundred and thirty-one towns in the old 
Granite State and flags float over nearly every schoolhouse. 

From Iowa we learn that the Department is in good condition 
and much interest taken in patriotic teaching. Have been hold- 
ing gold and silver medal contests with much success. 

Florence O. McClelland of Illinois writes that she has visited 
twenty-eight Corps ; that her husband as a birthday present fur- 
nished a room in blue and white in the W.R.C. Home and the old 
lady who occupies the room blesses the day she was assigned to 
it. True happiness comes to those who make others happy. 

Mrs. Flo Miller has done a grand work by putting the Home 
on its present basis, and her last achievement was in getting a bill 
through the House for an appropriation of $30,000 for a new 
building. 

From Rockport Mary E. Van Alslyne reports that there is 
no schoolhouse in their county without a flag. 

Away from Idaho, where the Corps are scattered over nearly 
seven hundred miles, glad tidings come to us from Louisa L. 
Barton that, though the Corps are scattered and many of them a 
long distance from railroads and can only be reached by stage 
coach, yet they are in touch with the work. That the same 
spirit that animated the loyal women during the dark days of the 
rebellion still lives in the hearts of these noble women today. 

The Department of Kansas has done good and efficient work 
in securing the State Reunion grounds and buildings at Ellsworth 
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as a home for the widows and orphans. Have named it Bicker- 
dyke Home. The Home was duly dedicated on July 19, that 
being the eightieth anniversary of the birth of Mother Bicker- 
dyke. Julia S. Death of Blue Rapids writes: ''Our patriotic 
work in the rural districts is very hard and unsatisfactory, requir- 
ing much patience and frequent repetition." She says, " we do 
not wonder that the over-worked teachers in the lonely little 
schoolhouses on the Kansas prairies become discouraged in trying 
to teach anything not required by the school board. One great 
obstacle in our work here, which must exist in other localities as 
well, is the indifference of the foreign citizens. This feeling 
sometimes amounts to actual hatred of our American ideas and 
institutions, owing chiefly to ignorance of our language. I think 
from experience that when our ideas can be given them in their 
own language they take it more favorably, and I would suggest 
that you recommend the publication and distribution of patriotic 
literature in all languages, to be used in cities and States where 
this diflSculty exists. Early in the year I instituted a Corps at 
Biglow of twenty-two charter members. Have spoken on patri- 
otism in twelve district schools and have organized a children's 
patriotic club. At the present time they are reviewing U.S. 
History and learning all about the flag and the meaning of 
patriotism." 

Frances Jones of Tallapoosa, Ga., has been diligent in 
her efforts to advance the work in Georgia and South Carolina. 
Ill health prevented her from visiting any of the Corps but she 
corresponded with both Posts and Corps. She says that they 
need instructions and unless some effort is made to send instruc- 
tors or inspectors to these detached Corps, in a short time they 
will simply cease to exist. 

From Kentucky comes the wail, something must be done or 
Kentucky is doomed. The color line is very strong in that State. 
Of the forty-two Corps in the Department, only ten are white. 
Through the efforts of Kate E. Myres, National Aide of Indiana, 
and Mrs. Lang of Massachusetts, a white Corps was organized 
this year at Lexington of fifteen charter members. One colored 
Corps reinstated at Covington. 

The same wail comes from the Department of Maryland. 
Too many colored Corps that care little for the real purpose for 
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which they are organized. The white Corps are in good stand- 
ing, both numerically and financially. On June 30 a Corps was 
organized auxiliary to Wilson Post No. 1, with thirty-three char- 
ter members. 

Florence S. Babbitt of Ypsilanti, Mich., has been trying 
the experiment of placing bibles in the railroad stations and feels 
assured it is resulting in great good. Fifteen Corps in the De- 
partment have taken up the work. The Committee on Patriotic 
Work have requested that a large copy of the great seal of their 
State be placed in every school and that the teacher should 
understand and teach to the children its history and the meaning 
of its inscriptions. That the 9 th day of October be known as 
'' Cass Day," to commemorate the service of Gov. Lewis Cass, 
the hero of the early days of Michigan. 

From Roseburg, Ore., we have the encouraging report that 
the patriotic work is steadily increasing. Also from South Butte, 
Mont. 

Mary Calvert of New Whatcom, Wash., writes that there 
were about one thousand children who held appropriate services 
on Friday preceding Memorial Day at their respective schools. 

From Wyoming comes the report that work of patriotic 
instruction has been more thoroughly prosecuted than ever 
before. The patriotic primers and charts have been introduced 
into the schools at the expense of the Corps. 

Maria J. Miles of Nebraska says: "Our interest in the 
Grand Army cannot be measured. Patriotic teaching is making 
rapid advancement in our State. A flag floats over every school- 
house. It is not only taught in our schools, but seems to be 
born in the spirit and thought in the hearts of our young people, 
for patriotic songs echo from homes, churches and schools." 

Hetty B. Knollenburg of Missouri reports an increased 
interest in their Department. Through the efforts of the W.R.C. 
Old Glory floats over the public school buildings. They have 
secured a home for the disabled veterans and their wives, situated 
at St. James, about one hundred miles from St. Louis, the land 
and improvements valued at $15,000. 

Perfect harmony characterizes the work throughout the De- 
partment of New Jersey. The flag salute is used in many of 
the schools. 
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Wisconsin stands as one of the leading States in patriotic 
work and the Department of Potomac keeps well to the front. 

From the Department of Massachusetts come good reports. 
Ann Wilcox says : '' On April 1 it was my pleasant duty to aid 
in forming a Relief Corps upon one of the islands of the sea, 
Nantucket.'* 

Elizabeth Perry of Minnesota writes that she has organized 
two new Corps and visited three weak ones. The patriotic 
committee is trying to get the work introduced into the schools. 
It is a very important matter in a State where the population is 
so largely foreign. 

Pennsylvania, in spite of the hard times, has been doing a 
grand work. The debt on the Memorial Home of $8,000 has 
been reduced almost one-half during the year. This Home was 
bought by the W.R.C. and is supported by them. 

The Department of Rhode Island is reported in good 
condition. 

In Ohio the good work is still going on with an increased 
interest since the Department Convention. 

From Rochester, N.Y., we learn that the flag floats over 
every school house in the city and the oath of allegiance is taken 
in every school. Annie Wemeck of New York City reports that 
she has made one hundred and thirty-one visits to the sick, and 
in many cases expended money from her own purse to procure 
flowers, fruits and comforts for them, and with her own hands 
decorated forty graves of deceased comrades. Her report of her 
work in teaching the little waifs of the city the flag salute and the 
results accomplished is full of interest. From Yonkers we also 
have a good report of the patriotic work. 

Lavantia Conger writes: " We move slowly in Texas and 
recommend that some National officer or organizer be sent 
through the State. The flag committee prepared a memorial and 
presented it to the legislature of Texas. Although it was signed 
by the leading educators and other prominent people it was 
defeated." 

From Mary Boiling of Hampton, Va., we learn that the 
W.R.C. is in good condition. The children take an active part 
in all public demonstrations. From Knoxville, Tenn., we have 
a fine report of the patriotic work. The flag salute is used in 
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the schools and they hope soon to have the Board of Education 
adopt the Patriotic Primer as a text-book in the schools. 

The Aides of Indiana have all rallied around our National 
President ready and willing kt all times to serve her and to do 
whatever they could to advance the work. The Department 
never was in a more prosperous condition. The patriotic work 
has been well introduced throughout the State. Mrs. Elam of 
Valparaiso in her report gives a fine description of their first 
Children's Memorial Day. She says, " It was simply glorious ! 
eleven hundred children taking part." 

Elizabeth Ewing of Phoenixville, Pa., says she is the first 
army nurse that was ever appointed National Aide and she 
greatly appreciates the honor. 

From all the Aides have come kind greetings to our dear 
National President, expressing their appreciation of the trustful 
confidence that has been reposed in them and regret that they 
were not able to do more. My sisters, you will never know the 
good you have done. 

'^ Our many deeds, the thoughts that we have thought, 

Go out from us thronging every hour ; 

And in them all is folded up a power 

That on the earth doth move them to and fro ; 

And mighty are the marvels they have wrought 

In hearts we know not and may never know." 

To those who have responded so nobly to duty, I wish to 
express my grateful thanks, and I shall ever cherish in memory the 
friendship created in the year's work. Our reward, my sisters, 
is the consciousness of having done what we could. 

Mrs. President, our friendship that has existed for years has 
not been dimmed by our official relations, and I leave it for you 
to decide if she upon whom you have bestowed this honor, has 
been faithful to her duties. To me it will always be a sweet 
memory that I was permitted to serve one I so dearly love. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

MELISSA CAYLOR, 

National Senior Aide, 
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Report of Chairman of Board of Directors 
National Woman's Relief Corps Home. 



Sanatoga, Pa., July 2, 1897. 
Ida S. McBride, 

National Secretary^ W,R,C. 

Dear Madam : I have the honor to report, as Chairman of 
the Board of Directors of the National Woman's Relief Corps 
Home, that that institution is in its usual prosperous condition. 

The most hearty co-operation has been the rule, and the most 
perfect harmony has characterized all the business and corre- 
spondence of the members of the Board, each doing her part 
earnestly and with ability. 

The National President, Mrs. Hitt, who attended the annual 
meeting, entered into the spirit of the work with great enthu- 
siasm, and has extended her sympathy and influence to the cause 
during the year. 

Only those who have to enter into the details of the business, 
and to deal with the perplexities of the general management of 
such an institution, can fully understand the many serious ques- 
tions that must be met in receiving inmates from all parts of the 
country, and from different surroundings. But with good fellow- 
ship and patience and charity the work has been, on the whole, 
very satisfactorily accomplished. 

The Board is greatly indebted to Mrs. P. L. Cowles, the 
Secretary of the Board, for her tireless zeal and faithful perform- 
ance of duty, and the same may be said of each and all the mem- 
bers of the Board. The inmates have enjoyed good health as a 
rule, indeed, remarkable health, considering that many of them are 
old and feeble. A few have been ill, but with good care and 
nursing nearly all have recovered ; only two have died. 
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The Home family seems to be contented and happy, and 
nearly all are in good fellowship with the officers and employees. 
Mrs. Clare H. Burleigh, the Superintendent, has been very faith- 
ful to their interests, doing all in her power to enliven the 
monotony of country life, by music, entertainments and socials 
to make them contented and happy. Others in the Home, and in 
Madison and Geneva, have co-operated in creating good cheer, 
and briuging a little sunshine in to brighten the lives of others. 

Preaching services have been held frequently, and one of the 
pastors, Rev. John Keene, presented a communion set to the 
Home, and the sacrament of the Lord's Supper has been admin- 
istered when desired. There is also a weekly prayer meeting and 
Sunday school. Mrs. Elenor Ransom, an army nurse, holds 
frequent prayer services in the rooms of the inmates, which adds 
greatly to the spiritual interest and the peace and contentment of 
the Home. She has been a blessing to many in the Home, as 
she was to many a sick and wounded soldier in the army. What 
a blessed mission to hold the torch of truth to lighten up the 
pathway to the eternal home, to which many are looking with 
faith and hope ! 

INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF INMATES. 

The increase in the number of applications for admission to 
the Home has been unprecedented. Twenty have been admitted, 
eighteen are pending, and twenty- two have been deferred. 

Early last Fall I made a careful study of all the buildings, 
with a view of increasing the capacity of the Home, the members 
of the Board concurring. All unused and unfurnished rooms 
were fitted for inmates, and the basement of Wittenmyer Cottage, 
which was light and comfortable, was fitted up, making three 
comfortable rooms for inmates. Many of those for whom I 
obtained pensions have been able to leave the Home and go to 
their friends, and so have given room to those more needy than 
themselves. 

It will be a question in the near future as to the possibility 
of enlarging the Home by adding a suite of sleeping rooms 
to one of our substantial buildings. This can be done without 
great cost, and without an increase of kitchen or dining-room 
arrangements. 
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The purchase of a new windmill, and the putting in of an 
elevator, have been deferred because of uncertainty of funds, for 
it has, from the first, been a rule not to go in debt. A simple 
hand elevator would be a great comfort to these old people who 
find it very hard to climb the long stairs three times a day. I 
hope the day will soon come when this luxury can be added to the 
Home. 

As a new carriage was much needed the Superintendent, 
Clare H. Burleigh, took hold of the enterprise with her usual 
energy and succeeded in securing the necessary funds to purchase 
a very good carriage. 

Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's Days, were made 
glad and happy seasons at the Home by the generous donations 
sent by the Corps, and the generous and thoughtful people of 
Madison and Geneva, the two flourishing towns near by. Every 
inmate was remembered with suitable gifts, and the usual Christ- 
mas feasting was greatly enjoyed. Of all this the Superintend- 
dent will duly inform you and give a list of donations. 

ARMY NURSE PENSION WORK. 

I have worked with unabated zeal this year fully determined, 
if possible, to finish up this army-nurse pension work that has 
hung like a millstone about my neck for the last five years ; but 
I have not accomplished all that I had hoped. It was only by 
the most persistent and heroic efforts that I succeeded this year 
in getting forty-nine pension claims through under the law. I 
was, however, able to aid a number of claimants in Congress, 
among them Mrs. Lydia W. Holliday, ninety-four years old, who 
not only gave four sons to her country's service, but who worked 
in the hospitals from the beginning to the close of the war. At 
the second battle of Bull Run she wrapped a breadth of carpet 
about her and tore up all her cotton garments into bandages to 
stay the flow of human blood. Owing to technicalities she was 
ruled out by the pension oflSce, but I secured her a pension from 
Congress for $20 per month. I have also assisted quite a num- 
ber of widows to get their claims through. There are now 618 
army nurses who have secured their pensions under the army 
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nurse law. There is now going out into the homes of the army 
nurses annually $88,992. There are still many cases pending 
that I hope in time to get through. \ 

REGIMENTAL, CAMP AND PAST NURSES. 

The War Department ruled out all of these classes as ineligi- 
ble to pensions under the law. Everything was done that could 
be done to overcome this opposition, but in vain. The War 
Department stood firm against every assault. The Pension and 
the Interior Departments tried in vain to overcome the diflSculty. 
In time it became evident that the law must be amended so as to 
make the pensioning of these classes mandatory by authority of 
Congress. 

I secured from Assistant Secretary Reynolds of the Interior 
Department an official recommendation thkt the law be amended, 
and an official letter to me, from the Pension Commissioner, was 
of such value that I laid that too before the Pension Committee 
of Congress. The Pension Committee, by a unanimous vote, 
recommended its passage, and it went on the calendar and there 
it staid ; and there it ivill stay unless there is concerted action on 
the part of the Woman's Relief Corps and the friends of the bill 
in the House to get it out of the clutches of the Committee on 
Rules. 

Some of the most influential members of the House, Hon. 
John A. Pickler, Chairman of the Pension Committee of the 
House, the Hon. Marriott Brosius of Pennsylvania, and others 
made special efforts to aid me to get the bill out of its bad posi- 
tion, and place it where it could be reached ; and Congress, as a 
body, was ready by a very large majority to pass the bill, but we 
failed. I appealed to the Speaker of the House, Hon. Thomas B. 
Reed, several times and was always answered very graciously 
with a promise of co-operation, but nothing was done. 

Tliere is great fear of adding to the pension roll. I had 
the privilege of speaking before the joint committee of the Pension 
Committees of the Senate and House, and I was able to settle the 
matter very definitely by giving the exact number 451, who would 
likely come in, which statement was sustained by a letter from 
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Mr. Lochren, the Pension Commissioner. This bill must be 
gotten through the coming winter, and I ask every officer and 
member of the Woman's Relief Corps to aid in this work 
promptly and heartily when the instructions come as to what 
they can do. 

In the. midst of the struggle in behalf of these poor women 
last December, I sat down on a rickety chair in the corridor of 
the House, and it pitched over with me, throwing me with full 
force on the marble floor on my right knee, injuring it very badly, 
and it may result in making me a cripple for life. But propped 
up in bed I went on with the work as best I could, and will come 
up to the Annual Convention with all the work done that it was 
possible for me to do. I was obliged to write then more than a 
thousand letters as I lay propped up in bed, as I could not afford 
a secretary. 

I desire to return my heartfelt thanks to the officers and 
members of the National and Department W.R.C., to the Board 
of Directors, and to all who have helped me and tried to lighten 
my burdens. I have no recommendations to make, only that 
I deem it best that no large extra expense should be incurred this 
year. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

ANNIE WITTENMYER, 

Chairman Board of Directors, 
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Report of Secretary of Board of Directors 
National Woman's Relief Corps Home, 



Office of Secretary of Board of Directors, 

National Woman's Relief Corps Home. 
Geneva, 0., July 15, 1897. 
Ida S. McBride, 

National Secretary y W,R,C. 

Madam : I have the honor to submit to you my annual 
report as Secretary of the National W.R.C. Home Board of 
Directors. 

In response to call of Lizabeth A. Turner, National Presi- 
dent, W.R.C, the Board of Directors met at National Headquar- 
ters, W.R.C, Hotel Ryan, St. Paul, Minn., Sept. 1, 1896. 

There were present Mrs. Wittenmyer, Mrs. Turner, Mrs. 
Wickins and Mrs. Craig. The meeting was informal, the general 
interests of the Home being discussed. No business was trans- 
acted. Adjourned to the annual meeting at the National W.R.C 
H(5me, Madison, 0., Sept. 9, 1896. 

reception and campfire. 

On the evening of Sept. 8, 1896, Burnham W.R.C. No. 110 
of Madison, 0., served a supper at the National W.R.C. Home, 
followed by a reception and campfire, in honor of the Home 
Board of Directors and the many distinguished visitors present. 
The occasion was most enjoyable, and gave the Board the oppor- 
tunity to meet in a social way the Home family, as is their cus- 
tom, as well as the many visitors, resident and from several 
States. It was a source of regret to all that, owing to belated 
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trains, Mrs. Agnes Hitt, National President, and Mrs. Annie 
Wittenmyer, Chairman of the Board, did not arrive in time for 
the campfire. 

At the call of the chairman, Mrs. Wittenmyer, the seventh 
annual meeting of the Home Board took place at the parlors of the 
Home on September 9, p.m., continuing throughout the day and 
evening of the 10th, and throughout the 11th. 

The close and continuous business sessions of the Board, fol- 
lowing the weariness of Encampment week, were very onerous, 
but they were met with fidelity, all giving their best thought and 
counsel in the important legislation enacted. 

There were present Mrs. Agnes Hitt, National President, 
W.R.C., ex officio member, Mrs. Annie Wittenmyer, Chairman, 
Mrs. Emma B. Lowd, Mrs. Margaret R. Wickins, Mrs. Pluma L. 
Cowles, Secretary. 

The chairman reported that the National Convention en- 
dorsed Recommendation No. 1 in Chairman's Report to Fourteenth 
National Convention, in reference to the amended army nurse 
pension law, leaving the work in the hands of the Home Board, 
should funds permit. Also that Convention voted to return to 
quarterly payment oiper capita tax. 

It was announced with much pleasure that Charity Rusk 
Craig was unanimously re-elected at St. Paul a member of the 
Home Board of Directors for five years. 

A letter of greetings from Mrs. Craig, with regrets that she 
could not be present, was read by the Secretary. 

The several committees reported as follows : — 

Committee on Army Nurse Fension Work, Mrs. Wittenmyer, 
gave an interesting and extended report of her work before the 
Congressional Committee at Washington in the interests of the 
amendment to the Army Nurse Pension Bill, in behalf of regi- 
mental nurses. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer stated that 260 claims had been rejected, 
451 were pending, most of them those of regimental nurses, 559 
had received pensions. 

This bill and that for a pension to "Mother" Holliday, 
passed the House, but for lack of time did not come before the 
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Senate. At the next session they can be taken up where they 
were deferred. 

The greatest courtesy was extended from members of the 
House Committee and pension officials. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer was continued in the pension work. 

Committee on Printing, Mrs. Emma B. Lowd, reported all 
stationery, rules, rules on admission, discharges, and record book 
for applications as ordered, procured at a cost of $132.23. 

Mrs. Lowd was continued as this committee. 

Committee on Jtules, Mrs. Lowd, Chairman, reported rules 
for the government of the Home compiled as ordered for printing. 
With some slight revision, enough were ordered printed to supply 
the Committee on Admission. 

The committee now stands, Mrs. Lowd, Mrs. Craig and Mrs. 
Cowles. 

Committee on Literature next reported. In absence of the 
chairman, Mrs. Craig, Mrs. Wickins reported the papers and 
periodicals now received at the Home, and the addition of a few 
new books. The Salem Daily Gazette, Boston Globe, and the 
papers from Athol, Mass., had been added to the list the past year. 
It was recommended that special efforts be made to increase the 
number of volumes of the library the coming year. 

Mrs. Craig, Mrs. Wickins and Mrs. Ida S. McBride, National 
Secretary, now constitute this committee. 

Committee on Admission, Mrs. Wittenmyer, Chairman, gave 
a full report. The class of applicants, and the many perplexities 
and difficulties attending this work, were discussed at length. 
The committee, Mrs. Wittenmyer, Mrs. Craig and Mrs. Cowles, 
were continued. 

Committee on Pension Amendment, Mrs. Lowd, Chairman, 
gave a full report. Several interesting cases were reported 
greatly helped, reflecting much credit upon the chairman. The 
committee were still hopeful the amendment would pass, as its 
justice had enlisted the influence of a large number of promi- 
nent Congressmen. The committee now stands, Mrs. Lowd, Mrs. 
Hitt and Mrs. Wickins. 
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ARMY NURSE PENSION WORK. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer gave a report full of interest. One could 
scarcely realize the difficulties attending this work, which is now 
very hard. Only fifty-two cases had received pensions this year. 
The correspondence was very large. There were at first about 
1,200 applicants. Of these 559 claims had been allowed, includ- 
ing the 52 cases up to June 30, 1895. 

If the amendment to law passes most of the remainder will 
receive pensions. 

The work had been done at much personal loss and sacrifice. 
. The work on the Record Book was progressing slowly, the 
records being so difficult to obtain. 

Action was taken that a blank for obtaining the record of 
Army Nurses for the record book be prepared. 

The following are among the more important decisions of 
the Board : — 

Mrs. Annie Wittenmyer was re-elected Chairman of the Home 
Board. 

Mrs. Pluma L. Cowles was re-elected Secretary of the Board. 

Mrs. Clare H. Burleigh was re-elected Superintendent of the 
Home. 

The Superintendent was empowered to complete the purchase 
of the cemetery lot. Other minor improvements were ordered. 

The business in reference to a windmill. and elevator was left 
with the Superintendent and Secretary. 

To the Committee on Home Reports, the Chairman and Sec- 
retary, Mrs. Lowd, was added. 

Dr. Chas. H. Quayle was received, and sanitary conditions 
and the expense of medical treatment for so large and feeble a 
family were considered. 

Terms were accepted looking towards the reducing of this 
expense for the coming year. 

The Secretary was allowed two weeks clerical hire, to trans- 
fer the records of applications for the six years since the opening 
of the Home to a record book, prepared and suitably indexed 
for that purpose. 
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A vote of thanks was extended to the comrades of the Ohio 
Soldiers' and Sailors* Home for the $35.00 given towards the 
purchase of a carriage. 

A vote of thanks was given to Mr. Henry Means, Attorney, 
Geneva, Ohio, for much gratuitous legal advice since the opening 
of the Home. 

The Secretary was instructed to voice the greetings and 
regrets of the Home Board to Mrs. Craig and Mrs.. McBride, 
absent members. 

Several intricate cases of applications were referred by the 
Committee on Admission to the Board, consuming several hours 
in their consideration. 

Action was taken that widows of soldiers who have married 
again shall be excluded from admission to the Home under our 
general rules, but may be considered under special cases. 

RESIGNATION OF LOIS E. PLIMPTON, ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer presented the resignation of Miss Lois E. 
Plimpton, for over two years assistant superintendent of the 
Home. The resignation was accepted, and a vote of thanks 
returned for her faithful services. 

Mrs. Lowd and Mrs. Wickins were appointed to obtain a 
slight testimonial in appreciation of the work performed. 

This has been done and Miss Plimpton presented with an 
ornamented and useful chiffonier. The value of the testimonial 
was $20.00. 

ARMY NURSES. 

As authorized by the Home Board, Mrs. Wittenmyer went 
to Washington early in December, 1896, to push the amendment 
to the Army Nurse Pension Bill, in the interests of the regimental 
nurses, many of them now aged and needy. It was mainly 
through her efforts that " Mother" Holliday obtained a pension 
through special act, of $20.00 per month. 

Mrs. Holliday is still living, aged ninety-four years, aud 
greatly in need of this long delayed recognition from the govern- 
ment. 

While in the Capitol building to urge forward legislation in 

U 
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behalf of the army nurses, Mrs. Wittenmyer injured her knee 
and was obliged to return home. Much of the time since she has 
been a great sufferer and was unable to return. 

Every effort was made to have tjiis bill brought forward be- 
fore adjournment, but in vain, and these worthy women who 
followed the flag, nursing the sick and dying soldiers, are still 
unprovided for. But the Board sent out a Christmas remittance 
to thirty-eight of the most aged and needy. Assistance was also 
given in a number of special cases of sickness and distress, to 
all as. known. 

The amount thus given was 8245.00. 



DEATHS REPORTED DURING THE YEAR BY THE DEPARTMENTS. 



Mrs. Elizabeth C. Moore, Danville, Ky., aged 
Miss Prudence D. Fitch, Battenville, N.Y , "• 
Mrs. Margaret Gilbert, Fall River, Mass , " 
Mrs Lucy L. Freedley, Boston, Mass., *' 

Mrs. Elvira Bliss Sheldon, Washington, D.C., '* 
Mrs. Abigail A. Brown, Pasadena. Cal., *♦ 

Mrs. Adeline E. Williams, Lincoln, Neb., ** 
Mr8.SarahM.Butterfield,Cambridgep*t,Mass.,** 
Mrs. Sallie J. Miner, Brant, Mich , '* 

Mrs. Sarah Gregg, Ottawa, 111., *• 

Mrs. Mary Callanan, Boston, Mass., " 



73, 


died March 18, 


1896 


71, 




Sept. 


27, 


1896 


76, 




Oct. 


18, 


1896 


84, 




Nov. 


15, 


1896 


61, 




Jan. 


8, 


1897 


62, 




March 29, 


1897 


> 




March 31, 


1897 


85, 




May 


11, 


1897 


78, 




May 


17, 


1897 


86, 




May 


21, 


1897 


> 




May 


29, 


1897 



APPLICATIONS FOR ADMISSION TO THE NATIONAL W.RC HOME. 

Number from Pennsylvania 

*' " Illinois . . 

" *' Vermont . 

" *' Kentucky . 

^' '* Wisconsin . 

'' '' Tennessee . 

*' *' Massachusetts 

** *' Missouri 

♦♦ Florida- . . 

'^ ♦* Ohio . . . 



Number from Michigan . . 


6 






New Jersey . 


4 






Kansas . . . 


2 






Montana . . . 


2 






California . 


2 






Connecticut . 


1 






Rhode Island . 


. 1 






Indiana . . . 


. 2 






Virginia . . 


1 






Arizona . . . 


1 






Delaware . . . 


1 



6 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
49 



Total 88 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE woman's belief CORPS. 



163 



CLASS OP APPLICANTS AND DECISIONS UPON APPLICATIONS. 



Number of army nurses ... 2 

** '^ widows .... 25 

** ** mothers .... 9 

'* ** veterans and wives, 8 

" ''' wives 10 

'' " sisters . ; . . . 13 

'* "• daughters ... 6 

*' " not eligible . . . 1 

*' *' renewals .... 10 

** '* readmission ... 4 

Total 88 



Number approved 16 



not approved 
dropped . . 
referred to Dept 
** Nat. Pres., 
not endorsed 
not eligible 
died . . . 
withdrawn 
deferred . 
pending 



W 



3 
12 

, Ohio, 1 

R.C., 1 

3 

1 

3 

10 

19 

19 



Total 88 



The number of applications and letters of inquiry does not 
lessen, requiring daily thought and attention to this most difficult 
part of the work. 

The Committee on Admission have a most laborious and 
perplexing task. 

The large number reported pending have been very recently 
received and therefore have not yet come before the committee. 

For instruction to those making application, see report of 
the Secretary to Thirteenth National Convention. 

All applications should be addressed to the Chairman or 
Secretary. 

MILLER FAMILY. 

During the morning session of the Home Board Annual Meet- 
ing, September 10, the Miller family, holding a reunion at North 
Madison, called to pay their respects to the Board of Directors. 

The company numbered about forty persons, and pleasant 
greetings were exchanged. A little girl of the family sang. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer and Mrs. Hitt gave happy brief addresses 
in response. 

MARGARET R. WICKINS MEMBER NATIONAL W.R.C. HOME BOARD. 

This year closes the term for which Mrs. Wickins was elected 
a member of the National W.R.C. Home Board of Directors, to 
fill out the unexpired term of Mrs. Sarah C. Mink, resigned. 
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During these years Mrs. Wickins' heart and hands have been 
full of care and sorrow, and her home thrice shadowed by the 
death of loved ones. 

She has been able to be present at all the meetings of the 
Home Board of Directors since 1893. 

Mrs. Wickins* very complete knowledge of the work of the 
Order, and experience in public work and institutions, have made 
her counsels most wise and helpful in the important questions 
that come before the Home Board. 

It was the happy privilege of Mrs. Wickins, while National 
President and ex officio member of the Board, to accept the Ohio 
Cottage from the Construction Board, in behalf of the National 
Woman's Relief Corps, responding to the gift from the State of 
Ohio, in graceful patriotic words. 

ANNIE WITTENMYER. 

On Aug. 26, 1897, occurs the seventieth birthday of Mrs. 
Annie Wittenmyer, Chairman of the National W.R.C. Home 
Board. 

A plan to fittingly celebrate this event, by letters of con- 
gratulation from her many friends, and by a birthday testimonial, 
is being carried out. 

Thus in part the great debt of gratitude may be paid, which 
a patriotic people owe this veteran heroine, whose life has been 
spent in her country's service. 

May the sunset of her life be golden. 

NATIONAL woman's RELIEF CORPS HOME. 

For the sake of brevity, and to avoid repetition for much 
that might be said concerning the National Home, reference is 
made to the reports of the Chairman and Superintendent. 

The National W.R.C. Home is full of noble appreciative 
women. At present two comrades and wives only are there. 
As this large family must first be well cared for, the much needed 
Home reports, and elevator referred ^to in this report, are again 
deferred. 

A new windmill must soon be purchased, however, as greater 
water-power is needed. 
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It i8 a great pleasure to visit the Home as I go monthly as a 
member of the Auditing Committee, and oftener if business 
requires. 

The warm greeting and many courtesies from the Superin- 
tendent, Mrs. Clare H. Burleigh, and the happy sight of this 
contented, comfortable family of war heroines, makes my heart 
full of gratitude to all who have helped in any way to establish 
this beautiful home. 

I so often wish that these, and other members of the Home 
Board, could see their smiling faces as often as myself. It 
would be reward enough. 

I wish to assure the Order at large, of the appreciation these 
good women feel for all that is being done by the Board and 
others, to give them this happy home. 

May it still be the delight of all to labor for the mainte- 
nance, peace and prosperity of this magnificent charity, the 
grandest work of the Woman's Relief Corps. 

In behalf of the Home Board grateful thanks are returned 
to the Order at large, and all who, during the past year, have 
assisted to maintain the happiness and comfort of the Home 
family. 

The work of this office, with its large correspondence, its 
many perplexing duties upon committees, in conducting the 
applications for admission, and all duties as ordered by the 
Chairman of the Board, I have endeavored to most faithfully and 
promptly perform. 

For the continued kindness and co-operation of the National 
and Department officers, of committees in charge of applicants, 
of the members of the Home Board, of the Superintendent and 
members of the Home family, of the members of the Woman's 
Relief Corps everywhere, I am still appreciative and most 
grateful. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

PLUMA L. COWLES, 

Secretary Board of Directors, 
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Report of Superintendent National Woman's 
Relief Corps Home, 



Office of National Woman's Relief Corps Home, 
Madison, O., July 1, 1897. 
Mrs. Annie Wittenmter, 

Chairman Nafl W.B,C. Home Board, 
Madam : I have the honor again to submit a yearly state- 
ment of the expenses of this institution, with a report of matters 
of interest pertaining to the Home 

Number of inmates June 30, 1896 

Admissions during the year . 

Honorably discharged 

Lost by death 

Number remaining June 30, 1897 

Average number (monthly) . 

Current expenses . 

Yearly per capita . 

Weekly " ... 

Daily '' ... 

Yearly jper capita clothing, including Christmas ex 

penses (by Corps) ..... 
Yearly per capita drugs and medical attendance 
Monthly '' " '' " " 







51 






20 


4 






1 




66 
60 


. $7 


,747 


15 




129 


12 




2 


49 
36 




4 


03 




11 


03 
91 



1896. 
July 1. 
1. 

17. 

22. 

27. 

31. 
Aug. 29. 



Admissions, 

Betsey M. Smith, Chagrin Fall8,0., Veteran's mother. 

Mary E. Smith, Chagrin Falls, O., '' sister. 

Clarissa Cone, Hartford, Conn., 

Mary E. Sweetser, Hartford, Conn., 

Lona Sturgis, Lansing, Mich., " daughter. 

Hannah B. Weston, Nevada, Mo., '' sister. 

Jerusha Ward, Geneva, O., 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE woman's belief CORPS. 



167 



1896. 
Sept. 8. 
Oct. 25. 
Nov. 27. 
Dec. 13. 

'' 18. 

'' 19. 

'' 21. 

1897. 

Feb. 27. 

April 10. 

'' 14. 

June 29. 

'' 30. 

'' 30. 



Elisabeth Carter, Ashland, O., Veteran's widow. 

Mary A. Hardy, Trumbull, O., 

Emmeline Wakely, Painesville, O., 

Sarah M. Gage, Viueland, N.J., 

Lucy M. Palmer, St. Albans, Vt., 

Martha Chandler, Richmond, Ya., 

Esther S. Davids, Columbus, O., 



Jane Randolph, Castalia, O., 
Sarah Porter, Oberlin, O., 
Ursula Cougdon, Simsbury, Conn., 
Mary Fostenburg, E. Hampton, Mass., 
Maggie E. Evans, Clyde, O., 
Mary A. Evans, " " 



mother, 
sister. 

a 

mother, 
widow. 



mother. 

widow. 

wife. 

daughter. 



HONORABLY DISCHARGED. 

By request. 
Aug. 25, 1896, Mary E. Sweetser, Hartford, Conn. 
Oct. 4, 1896, Laura Bradway, Thompson, O. 
ffan. 1, 1897, Ellen Finn, Dayton, O. 
July 1, 1897, Eliza A. Gregory, Los Angeles, Cal. 

Deceased. 
Feb. 2, 1897, Jerusha Ward, Geneva, O. 

Number of visitors registered 

Number attending entertainments, etc., more than 

Number of meals given to guests, over . 



Pensions and Incomes of Home 
Mrs. Rebecca T. Patton, Veteran's widow 
" Mary Vesey, ** *^ 

"• Berenice Armstrong, '* *• 

♦* Eliza A. Gregory, ^' *' 

** Mary Steiger, ♦* ** 

♦* Jane Randolph, *' " 

*' Elisabeth Carter, '^ '' 

'» Martha A. King, 

♦* Louisa H. Shute, " mother 

" Lydia C. Bearss, '' '' 

Amount carried forward 



than . 


U\JO 

1,000 


. 


400 


Family, 




. «96 00 






. 96 00 






84 00 






48 00 






48 00 






12 00 






12 00 






48 00 






96 00 






48 00 





588 00 
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Amount brought forward 
Mrs. Julia Berth, Veteran's wife 

'' Mary Smith, 
Miss Mary Babcock, 
Mrs. Mary Sweetser, 

*' Betsey Strobridge, 

*' Margaret H. Beyer, 

^* Eleanor C. Ransom, 
Mr. Ezra A. Jewell, 



sister 



^ mother 
Army Nurse 



. ^588 00 




24 00 




. 35 90 




42 00 




5 00 




21 00 




. 93 00 




. 92 00 




48 00 






$948 90 






24 00 



Veteran 



Refunded, Mr. Jewell, for carpenter work 

$924 90 

From ♦' Benefit Box " 1127 

" sale of empty barrels 6 95 

" board of guests 6 00 

** sale of apples 4 87 

" sale of calf 3 00 

'^ sale of pigs 9 92 

*♦ sale of photographs 2 40 

Total $969 31 



Fruit 



and linen cushions 



Donations. 

OHIO. 




* 

VALUE. 


W.R.C. No. 


315, Springfield . 


. $5 00 


Ci hi 


3, Youngstown 


. 25 00 


ti »i 


19, Wooster . . 


7 10 


ti it 


112, Marysville . 


. 10 20 


11 11 


210, Montpelier . 


8 40 


it Ct 


191, Wadsworth . 


. 12 00 


». 


33, Ashland . . 


. 21 53 


il kt 


269, Fredericksburg 


5, 5 00 


V. 


223, Greenville . 


15 00 


l( t* 


284, Forest . . 


5 00 


i4 


53, Warren . . 




t( il 


100, Bristolville 


17 50 


i4 


1, Toledo . . 


19 00 


ii 


56, Columbus . 


10 00 


»i ii 


108, Elyria . . 


16 60 


4» 


134, Cincinnati . 


3 40 


.* 


255, New Vienna 


3 40 


ii 


259, Mt. Victory . 


7 00 


i( (i 


303, Genoa . . . 




(I t( 


154, Wilmington 


7 00 


il i( 


46, E. Liverpool 


19 90 


(i (( 


215, Mt. Gilead . 


12 20 
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Fruit and 12 cushions . . W.R.C. No. 160, Gallon 
'* sheets and pillow cases ** *' 



cushion and books . 



and linen . 



linen, and quilt 
and quilt . . 



and cushions 



and easy chair 



and magazines 



books and patchwork 



]36, 
26. 

118, 
92, 

251, 

182, 
99, 

111, 
226, 

36, 
198, 

76, 
130, 

258, 
286, 
164, 
267, 
220, 

243, 

221, 

57, 

222, 

38, 

92, 

210, 

158, 

85, 

3, 

83, 

94, 

229, 

36, 

156, 

326, 

246, 

146, 

48, 

66, 

118, 

238, 



Conneaut 
Mansfield 
Hunts ville 
Oberlin . 
Georgetown 
Farmer . 
Ravenna 
Ohio City 
Kipton . 
Maumee 
Arcanum 
Cleveland 
Kent . . 
Eldorado 
Coshocton 
Delaware 
Windsor 
Dexter City 
Kipton . 
Roseville 
Toledo . 
CoUinwood 
Chard on 
Prairie Depot 
Frederickton 
Oberlin . . 
London . . 
Londonville 
Bowling Green 
Youngstown 
Chillicothe 
Lima . . 
Cleveland . 
Cincinnati . 
Avon . . 
Rochester . 
New Lexington 
Edgarton 
Sandusky 
Columbus 



d onations 



11, 



Painesville . 
Thompson . 
Zanesville . 



$16 00 

3 00 

6 00 

5 70 

7 50 

6 50 

4 50 

6 80 
9 00 

3 75 



4 50 
6 60 



6 00 



3 90 

7 57 

8 40 

12 80 

25 00 

3 25 



6 35 



6 50 
26 00 



6 60 
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Fruit 



W.R.C. No. 124. 
'* ** 31, 



McConnellsville, 
E. OrweU . 



and books . . 
and cushions . 



273, 
119, 
134. BristolviUe 



Daughters of Veterans, 
W.R.C. 



Box 



Student's lamp 
Christmas box 



221. 

102, 
" '* 107, 
- *' 43, 
'^ ^' 127, 
'* " 46, 
*' '^ 104. 
'^ ** 191, 
** *^ 58, 
*♦ " 156, 
'* *' 204, 

. . W.R.C. No. , 
Daughters of Veterans, 

. . W.R.C. No. 279, 
»' '^ 46, 



... II i' 314, 

... 4' » 92, 

... i» »« 134, 

... «i *» 292, 

... «i «* 297, 

... ii 'i 23, 

Christmas box W.R.C. No. 91, 

Daughters of Veterans, 

... '* «i 13, 

... tt «t 111, 

... «« «i 25, 

... *' ** 82, 

... c« »i 166. 

... u u 19, 

... '« u 145, 

... .- - ^75, 

... «i «« 33, 

... .» ». 326, 

... I' «4 152, 

... .* c« 164, 

... u li 23, 

. . . '' ** 303, 



1 package aprons 
1 box cushions 
Table linen, etc. . 
1 box 



Collinwood 
Alliance 
Maysville , 
Troy . . 
Portsmouth 
Greenfield . 
Lyon . . . 
W. Farraington 
Wadsworth 
Warren . . 
Bellefontalne 

Chagrin Falls 

Cleveland . 

Columbus . 
E. Liverpool 

Creston . . 

OberUn . . 

Cincinnati . 
Westminster 

Orville . . 

Akron . . 
Cortland 

Alliance . . 
Minerva 

Ohio City . 

Cincinnati . 

Wellsville . 

Ulrichville . 
Wooster 

Edgarton . 

Cleveland . 

Ashland . . 
Logan . 

Bartlett . . 

Orwell . . 

Akron . . 

Genoa . . 



94, Lima 
94, '* 



$15 00 
6.00 

7 60 



14 36 

10 04 
19 90 

6 50 
12 00 

8 00 
10 81 

5 00 



19 90 



3 40 



7 10 
5 50 

21 53 



2 95 
16 46 
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Christmas box W.R.C. No. 137, Oak Harbor 

*' ** "■ '* 182, Farmer . 

2 paiDtings Mrs. Gullch, Columbus 

Sheets and pillow cases . . W.R C. No. 160, Gallon . 

Books, fruit, etc ** ** 229, Cleveland 

Clock, drapery and rug . . a ^i 202, Urbana . 

'* dress, laces, etc., for Mrs. Wood, Columbus 

Books, handkerchiefs, etc. . W.R.C. No. 260, Hamilton 
Sheets, pillow cases, etc . . '* ♦* 28, Wellington 

Christmas box '* '» 19, Wooster 

Christmas box, books, etc. . •' "• 144, Caldwell 

'' oyster supper . . *' '' 141, Geneva . 

'* box ♦' •» 314, Creston 

Package to Mrs. Shute . . *' '* 29, Xenia 

Christmas box ** *' 293, Sinking Sp'» 

*' '^ ** *' 13, Norwell . 

2 quilts " '^ 301, Hillsboro 

Christmas box *» ♦* 76, Cleveland 

"• ** '* " 107, Troy . . 

'» '* "• ** 16, Newburg 

'' *' *' »* 27, New Holland 

Box *' ** 6, 

Box literature *' " 297, Orville . 

104, 

2 baskets books Ladies, Unionville 

1 pulpit St. Michael's Church, '* 

1 desk cover Miss A. Harper, *♦ 

1 book Mr. Wilcox, 

2 bushel apples Chas. Bates, 

1 turkey Elisha IngersoU, 

1 *♦ H. M. Rand, 

2 dozen oranges W. G. Cook, 

6 loaves fruit cake .... Clara Seamans, 
Sheets and pillow cases .... Corps 129, 

2 packages silk pieces '* 283, 

Chicken broth, grapes, etc. . . Mrs. Fowler, 

" " " ** . . " Sawyer, 

Cake Dr. C. Quayle, 

Basket books Corps 81, 

Framed picture . . Mrs. and Miss Springstein 

and Miss Fuller. 

Clock repairs Corps 92, 

Christmas basket . . . . . Mrs. S. Sloan, 
1 copy Methuen Times . . . Rev. W. S. Culp, 

Books Mr. Large, 

Silver communion service . Rev. John Keene, 
1 package hardware .... *' 



Madison 



Ashtabula 
Fremont 
Dayton . 
Unionville 
Geneva . 
Madison 
Charles town, 



Oberlin . 
Warren . 

Ashtabula 



818 60 
6 60 



18 30 

6 00 

2 00 
1 76 

7 10 
6 00 

11 66 



13 83 

10 04 
2 00 

10 00 
6 60 
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Basket grapes Mrs. Bastor, Madison 

'• *' Mrs. F. Berry, ** 

12 mince pies Mrs. R. A. Hoskin, " 

7 dozen doughnuts Corps 110, *' 

7 " oranges . . . Mrs. Kate E. Putnam, Berea, Ky. 

1 whip Mr. Bacon, 

3 cans fruit Mrs. Domer, Madison 

3 bushel apples Mrs. Dascomb, *• 

6 hens Springfield, 

6 bushel apples Chas. Bates, ** 

5 carriage rides Chas. Bates, " 

3 hens Corps 141, Geneva 



3 " 

2 *» 

2 ** 

1 ** McKinley" hen . . . 

14 hens 

11 '» 

4 " 

2 " 

7 hens 

80 pacl^ages confectionery 



. . ^' 110, Madison 
. . '* 25, Cincinnati 

'^ 192, Chicago 
92, Oberlin 

** 283, Dayton . 

'* 170, De Graff 
. . '' 86, Bellevue 
. . Circleville 

. . Springfield, 

Rev. John Keene, 



Donations in money for hennery, accounted for by National 
Treasurer, $42.88. 

Many packages and boxes with no name or value attached. 



Naptholium and patch pieces 
Christmas box 



ILLINOIS. 

Mrs. Wickins, Evanston 
W.R.C. No. 271, Chicago 

'<• " *' 81, 

62 embroidered handkerchiefs, 

" " '* 425, 

" gifts '' '^ 121, Galesburg 

Books and magazines Nunda . 

Stationery Col. Parsons, Pontiac . 

Fruit Stockford 

Box Peoria . 



95 90 



Christmas gifts . 



1 quilt 
Box . 



MICHIGAN. 

W.R.C. No. 14, Parma . . 
»' ♦* 152, Petoskey . 

Moyamensing 
*' '' 57, Saginaw . . 



Fruit . . . 
Christmas quilt 



MINNESOTA. 

W.R.C. No. 42, Northfield . . 
♦' 48, Minneapolis . 
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FLOMDA. 

Box shells, mosses and curios from Petersburg, Key West and 

Tampa W.R.C. No. 5 ^16 00 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Christmas gifts W.R.C No. 68, Dorchester 

Linen, 99 pillow cases, 60 towels, 3 doz. napkins, 

Lue Stuart Wadsworth Boston . 

Christmas box . . . Lue Stuart Wadsworth, Boston . 

»' " W.R.C. No 114, Essex . 

*' ** *' 34, Salem ... 17 50 

" "• *' ** Colfain . 

"■ '' *' '* Norwell . 

'^ gifts '* " 23, Marblehead 

" *' '* '' Northampton 

'* '* D. of Vet., Worcester 

" W.R.C. No. 10, 

** package .... *♦ ♦* 10, *' 

'^ box books ... ** '* 103, Quincy . 

" ** ... ** ** 59, Watertown 

Embroidered quilt, books, etc , ** '' 35, Hyde Park 

Large tower flag E. B. Stillings, Boston ... 8 50 

Special gift to D. of V. . . . Miss Kimball, Fitchburg . . 5 00 

Christmas box Misses Mecuen, Boston . 

Furnishings for Mass. Room 97 Lexington 

Box W.R.C. No. 72, Mllford . 

" Mrs. Lizzie Taylor, Orange . 

" W.R.C. No. 102, E. Weymouth, 



2 boxes books 

7 hens 

1 hen, Mrs. Amanda Brounx, 

1 hen . . .* 

Books 

Box, 2 chickens 

Chickens . . .... 



Boston . . . 
. Springfield O. 
301, Hillsboro, O. 
236, New Straitsviile, 0. 
** '* Leipsic Junction, O. 

107, 
Jos. Sailor Corps, 



2 chickens A. Sykes Corps, 

Christmas gifts. Commander Wetherbee, Boston, Mass. 



NEW YORK. 

Christmas box W.R.C. No 

Books " *^ 

Years' subs, to Harper's Magazine ** ^* 



12, Gloversville . 
65, Saratoga Springs, 
20, Syracuse. 



Christmas box 



MARYLAND. 

W.R C. No. 



Furnishings for Maryland room 



2, Baltimore 
2, Baltimore 



1 Christmas box 



VERMONT 

Dept. Vt., 
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Christmas box. 
Box cloth . . 



NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
NEBRASKA. 

Lafayette Corps, 



Christmas box 



CONNECTICUT. 

. W.R.C. No. 



Box books .... 
Fruit, magazines, etc. 



17, 

38, 
6, 
46, 
29, 
31, 



Books, fancy articles, clothes, " *' 38, 

2 bbls. books Maj. L. E. Peck, 

Christmas box W.R.C. No. 37, 

Ye&Tlj sub. tLadie^ Home Journal, " " 29, 
Box C. C. Kirkham, 



Weeping Water, 
Sinking Sp's . 



Shelton . 

Putnam . 

Hartford 

Branford 

Plantsville 

Killingly 

Plantsville 

Dayville 

Hartford 

Putnam 

New Haven 

Wallingford 

Plantsville . 

E. Haven . 



PENNSYLVANIA. 

Box, magazines, etc. . . . W.R.C. No. 144, Lancaster . . 

Comfortable Indiana . . . 

KANSAS. 

Christmas box, Dept. President, Julia A. Chase, Hiawatha . . 

WISCONSIN. 

Package to Mrs. Mackey . . Viroqua . . . 

Christmas box Dodgeville . . 

Christmas gifts Fort Atkinson . 

Christmas Ladies* World, Lettie Wither, Dept. Pres., Wisconsin 

INDIANA. 

Christmas box Rockville . . 

Cushions, etc W.R.C. No. 135, Bedford . . 

Embroidered towel . Capt. Wallace Foster, Indianapolis . 

1 box shoes So. Bend . . 



1 plane 

2 bbls. sweet potatoes 



NEW JERSEY. 

J. p. Gage, Vineland 
J. P. Gage, Vineland 



RHODE ISLAND. 

Christmas box to Mrs. Berth, W.R.C. No. 9, E. Providence, 

'' " Dept. of R.I., Julia P. Nason, 

" ** 16 Hope Valley, 

Several boxes and packages, no name, 



$6 60 



2 00 
1 00 



6 00 
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Contributions to Harnesses^ etc. 
Rev. John Keene 
H. C. Gill 
M. M. Clark 
L. Shute . 
M. Pratt . 
M. Steiger 
Sarah Gage and others 

Many baskets of fruit and flowers for the sick, Rev. J. Keene. 

60 prayer books and hymnals from N.Y. Bible Society through 
Rev. J. Keene. 

For condensed statement of pension incomes, sales, etc., for- 
warded, see report of National Treasurer. 





. $6 00 




6 00 




3 00 




1 26 




60 




1 60 




60 



Pumis 


kings 


for 


Rooms. 




Room 14, Ohio Cottage . . 


by Corps 


221, Collinwood, Ohio 




"■ 16, " *' . . . 






62, Montvllle . . . 




- 10, *' *' . . . 






16, Mt. Vernon . . 


$40 00 


*' 7 v« cc 






Newburg . . . 




*' 27, '* »' . . . 






202, Urbana .... 


6 00 


Clock, draperies, etc. 










** 2, hospital . . . 






3, Youngstown . . 


60 00 


Draperies and curtains . . 






136, Conneaut . . . 




Curtains, etc. ...... 






304, Ashtabula . . . 




Draperies, linen, curtains, etc. 


. . 




. Lexington, Mass. 





and many additions to other rooms by various Corps. 

Newspapers received from Publishers and Friends. 

Christian Advocate. 

Chronicle, Athol, Mass. 

Chronicle, Troy, 0. 

Cottager, Athol, Mass. 

National Tribune, Washington, D.C. 

Geneva Free Press, Geneva, O. 

Geneva Times, Geneva, 0. 

Harper's, Ladies' World and Housekeeper Magazines. 

Household. 

Lak« County Advertiser, Painesville, O. 

Leader, Burton, O. 

Methodist Times. 

Record, Chardon, O. 

Republican, Chardon, O. 

Salem Daily Gazette, Salem, Mass. 

Telegraph, Ashtabula, O. 

Telegraph, Painesville, O. 

The Picket Guard, St. Louis. 

The Picket, Flo. J. Miller, Illinois. 
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Transcript, Athol, Mass. 
Woman's Column, Boston, Mass. 
W.R.C. Record, Urbana, O. 

ENTERTAINMENTS, WEDDING, ETC. 

1. Aug. 21. Special meeting of Corps 110. 

2. Aug. 21. Picnic of Garfield Post and Corps of Mentor. 

3. Sept. 8. Reception to National OflBcer, W.R.C. and Home Board 

by Post and Corps of Madison. 

4. Sept. 16. Reunion Company K, John Brown Company. 

6* Dec. 10. Wedding of Assistant Miss Adelaide Hemminger to Mr. 
Thom. Patricia. Music by Madison Band and colla- 
tion by citizens. 

6. '* 11. Stereopticon Illustrations and Lecture on China, by 

Dr. Kineer. 

7. ** 16. Lecture of Miss Virginia Dox. Address and songs by 

Rev. 

M. Bilhorn, Evangelist, and Rev. Mr. Woolf . 

Shell party, sea songs, etc., distribution of gifts and 

curios from Florida. 
An evening of recitation, by Prof. Adams, Elocutionist. 
Concert by blind brothers. 

Concert at Home for the benefit of carriage fund. 
Program songs by Miss Bessie Bliss. 
Several evenings of readings and music by Mrs. Burleigh. 
Picnic of Garfield Post and Corps, Mentor, 0. 
Reading Society, weekly. 

PICNICS AND SERVICES ATTENDED BY HOME MEMBERS. 

G.A.R. at Lakeside. 

Methodist. 

Baptist. 

Memorial Sunday Services, Congregational Church. 

Decoration Day Services, Madison Town Hall. 

Dedication of Soldiers' Monument at Madison Park. 

RELIGIOUS SERVICES. 

Regular weekly Episcopal Services, Rev. John Keene, Willoughby, O. 
August service. Congregational, "• Warner, Geneva. 

Methodist, *' Dr. Domer.- 

Congregational, '* Mr. Reed, Oberlin. 

'' " " Barber. 

Baptist '• *^ Sanford, Madison. 

Methodist " *' Culp, " 

2 Communion services, '* '* Mee, Geneva. 

1 '' '♦ " Dr. Domer, Madison. 

1 ** ** " W. T. Culp, Madison. 

Weekly Prayer Meetings, Mrs. Elinor Ransom, Deaconess. 
Sunday School, ** " ** , *' 



8. 


Jan. 


9. 


March 9. 


10. 




11. 




12. 




13. 


June 


14 




15. 
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As will be noted, the sums ordered by Board, State and Corps 
are larger than usual, amounting to $1,384.47. The heavy cost 
of insurance ($292.61), fire escapes and extinguishers, ordered by 
State ($295.00), furniture for new rooms, lumber for hen-house, 
shed, partitions and repairs, and Christmas donations (by Corps), 
expended in dry goods, with the high price of coal, have caused 
this increase, even with the closest economy. 

This property is, however, now in excellent and improved 
condition, and of greater value. Two box stalls, windows and a 
floor, add to the comfort of the fine animals housed in the barn. 
A lean-to shed has been built at the rear of the coal-house, to 
shelter the Home wagons, etc., thus giving space in the carriage- 
house for the fine new Surrey. 

By the receipts of the concert given at the Home by the 
Superintendent, assisted by an orchestra, mandolin club, Miss Anna 
Cowles of Geneva and gifted musicians of Madison, the balance 
due on carriage has been paid, and adding the remainder to gifts 
from personal friends, a double harness has been purchased and 
but a meagre sum ($3.95) is yet unpaid. 

• The magnificent new flag, a gift of E. B. Stillings, Boston, 
was dedicated Memorial Day and was much admired. 

The productions of the farm in vegetables and fruit have been 
excellent in quantity and quality, and Mr. Edw. Anderson has 
proven, by his careful management and industry, a degree of 
ability and judgment rare in a man of his years. I can also com- 
mend each and every assistant in the Home as faithful and loyal 
to duty. Three rooms have been added in the Wittenmyer 
Cottage by partitions, and a dining-room opened in that building, 
also in the hospital, of use to the matrons and feeble members. 

Comfortable health has prevailed, although nearly all are 
delicate and diseased, requiring care, soothing remedies and tonics. 
Our attentive and skilful physician, Dr. Cbas. Quayle, has been 
wonderfully successful in the treatment of so many aged women, 
as the low death rate proves. 

With larger numbers and added years, the needs of this 
family must increase, and it is to be hoped the interest in these 
wards of the Woman's Relief Corps will not lessen, and that each 
woman who is honored by and honors a membership in that noble 



12 
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Order, will appreciate the situation of this Home, and that its 
prosperity and comfort will be faithfully and prayerfully considered. 

OBLIGATIONS. 

Words cannot express personally, or in behalf of this in- 
stitution, the gratitude which is due to our benefactors. Munifi- 
cent have been the donations, superb is the record hereto attached ; 
and in view of the responses to every call, like the harmonious 
swell of organ or harp when touched by a skilful hand, so the 
melodies wakened in gentle hearts here, by the lovely deeds of 
the kind and good, will cease not while life shall remain. 

Unvarying courtesies from "old friends and new" have 
brightened my vfSLjy sometimes in gloomy and burdensome hours. 
The Department of Ohio, the citizens of Madison, Geneva and 
surrounding towns, have given me strength and inspiration always. 
Many messages of cheer have reached me from valued friends in 
nearly every Department, and I desire here to express sincere 
appreciation. God bless you all ! 

By the ministrations of Rev. John Keene of Willoughby, his 
kindly presence at festivals and anniversaries, his devoted atten- 
tions to the sick, and his counsel and godly teaching, he has 
endeared himself to every member of the Home family, and brought 
us blessings unnumbered. 

Let us coimt our mercies and go on our way rejoicing ! 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L , 

CLARE H. BURLEIGH, 

Superintendent. 
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Report of Physician, National Woman's 
Relief Corps Home. 



Madison, 0., July 23, 1897. 
To Mrs. Annie Wittenmyer, 

Chairman Board of Directors, National W,R, C Home, 

Dear Madam: It gives me pleasure to submit to you this 
report of the year ending July I, 1897 : — 

Permit me to give details more minutely than in any previous 
report, knowing it will be of interest as to the amount and kind of 
medical service rendered in one year. 

There have been no infectious or contagious fevers, owing, I 
believe, to the perfect sanitary condition of all the surroundings, 
to frequent fumigation, the free use of disinfectants, cleaning of 
drainage pipes, good ventilation, equable heating in winter, etc. 

Statistics show that there are in the Home at the present 
time, 1 inmate over 89 years of age ; 3 inmates over 86 years of 
age ; 17 inmates over 80 years of age, and many over 70 years of 
age. 

The average number of inmates for the year has been sixty, 
nearly all of whom suffer more or less from chronic diseases and 
their complications. 

The following is an incomplete list of the diseases treated 
during the year : — 

Rheumatism 13 Erysipelas 5 

Eczema 11 Spinal disease 3 

Heart disease 9 Cystitis 9 

Bronchitis 10 Dropsy as complication ... 1 

Female weaknesses .... 8 Constipation 15 

Rectal ulcerations 3 Catarrh 10 

Tumors 3 General debility 26 

Dyspepsia 26 Conjunctivitis 4 

Paralysis 4 Pneumonia 3 
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Hemorrhage of the lungs . . 2 . La Grippe 37 

Torpid liver 12 Asthma 2 

Jaundice 3 Nephritis 4 

Scrofula 7 Hemorrhoids 5 

Gastritis 3 Diarrhoea 8 

Epidermititis 1 Spasm of glottis .... 1 

Surgical cases during the yfear : — 

Fracture of forearm .... 1 Paracentesis Abdominis ... 1 
Sprains 2 Post-mortem examination . . 1 

Deaths during year, 1. Miss Jerusha Ward died Feb. 3, 1897, 
of heart disease and complications. At the time of her admission 
to the Home, her condition was such as to make it certain that 
there was no permanent help for her, simply a question of duration 
of vital forces. 

One will readily see from the above statistics that the Home 
at the present time is practically a hospital ; and again, no one can 
judge of the amount of nursing, care, attention and medical service 
necessary for their best comfort, except by actual attendance. 

The expense of medical service for the year was $391.80, for 
drugs $270.29; total, $662.09, thus costing for each inmate an 
average of 91 cents per month for medicine and medical service. 

This institution has never been put on the bidding basis, 
therefore the work done and drugs used have been first class and 
efficient in every detail. 

In closing, permit me to say that results are not only satis- 
factory to the attending physician, but to the Superintendent, 
Mrs. Clare H. Burleigh, without whose care and watchfulness 
medicine would be of little avail. 

I desire, also, to mention the efficient help rendered me by 
matrons, nurses and Dr. J. H. Quayle, who assisted me in some of 
the operations, and looked after the Home family in the month 
of April, during my absence in Chicago, attending a post-graduate 
course. 

Trusting that the coming year may be one of equal comfort 
und peace, I remain 

Yours respectfully, 

C. H. QUAYLE, B.S., M.D. 
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Report of Committee on National Council of 
Women of the U.S. 



Canton, O., July 28, 1897. 
Ida S. McBride, 

National Secretary ^ W.It,C. 

Dear Madam : The work of the Committee on National Council of 
Women of the United States has for another year been most systemati- 
cally and satisfactorily performed by the Secretary, Lue Stuart Wads- 
worth, after the plan agreed upon by the committee and approved by the 
National President, preceding the report which herewith follows. Con- 
cerning the advantages offered the Relief Corps through an atfiliatlon with 
the National Council of Women, referred to in that letter, your Chairman 
would ask the privilege of a few words by way of explanation. The 
Triennial, which was to have been held in Washington, February, 1898, 
has been postponed until 1899 ; but in its stead, October next, there will 
be an important public meeting of the National Council of Women in the 
Woman's Department of the Tennes^ee Centennial Exposition at Nash- 
ville. This meeting, owing to the Illness of the President of the Council, 
Mrs. Mary Lowe Dickinson, will be in charge of the retiring Presi- 
dent, Mrs. May Wright Sewall; and it is important that the National 
President of the Relief Corps and National Delegate be represented on 
that program. 

Again, though the meetings of the National Council of Women are 
not held oftener than once in three years, yet once a year there is held 
a meeting of the Executive Board attended by open meetings, as in Bos- 
ton, in December, 1896 ; and at all these meetings it is expected that the 
Relief Corps shall be represented through its constituted officials. 
Hence the need of a regular fund. It is therefore recommended that the 
Committee on the National Council of Women shall continue to solicit 
such sums as members of the Order shall, as opportunity is given, see 
fit to contribute. 

The spirit of inquiry which has been set at work by your com- 
mittee through a direct appeal to the Corps, and the correspondence 
which has resulted, are in themselves mighty agencies in setting the 
thought forces of the Woman's Relief Corps in motion, to be concen* 
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trated in a more united movement, for the dissemination of patriotic 
teaching through all the societies and associations of women aflttliated in 
the National Council. 

In view of the embarrassments which have attended the work of 

the Secretary in the collection of funds, your committee unite in the 

recommendations of the Secretary's report and commend her and her 

services to the favorable consideration of Fifteenth National Convention. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

KATE BROWNLEE SHERWOOD, 

Chairman. 



THE U.S., >• 

4, 1897. ) 



Office of Secretary, 
Committee on National Council of Women of the 

Boston, July 24, 
Kate B. Sherwood, 

Chairman National Council of Women Committee, 
Madam : I have the honor of presenting the following report 
of the work of the National Council of Women Committee of the 
Woman's Relief Corps, for the year 1896 and 1897. 

Agreeahly to the decision of the committee, that the appeal 
for the contributions to the Council Fund should be made direct 
to the individual Corps of the Order, and that the amount be 
raised by the voluntary contributions of members, the following 
circular was sent to the various Departments to be forwarded to 
the several Corps : — 



E, I 



Office of Secretary, 
National Council of Women Committee, 
633 Tremont St., Boston, March 18, 1897. 
To Corps Presidents: 

In accordance with the action of the Twelfth National Convention 
of the Woman's Relief Corps, whereby a standing committee was estab- 
lished to carry on the work in whatever line may seem best to advance 
the highest good and broadest influence of the Woman's Relief Corps in 
its affiliation with the National Council of Women of the United States, 
the National President has appointed the undersigned as members of 
that committee for the current year. 

The Twelfth National Convention provided that the money neces- 
sary for the expense of Relief Corps membership in the National Council 
of Women should not be taken from the National Treasury of the 
Woman's Relief Corps. This committee, therefore, has appealed to in- 
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dividaal members each year for contributions to the fund established to 
carry on this important work, and now they again ask that each member 
of our Order contribute her mite, even though it be but a single cent. 

The benefits to be derived from Relief Corps affiliation with the 
great body of women constituting the National Council of Women can 
hardly be measured; as through their agency the work of our Order has 
been brought before the people of this land as it could not have been 
done in any other way. The subject of patriotism has received a 
decided impetus, and it is one of the most prominent features at all the 
meetings of the Council, the latest instance being at the open meetings 
held in Boston, December last, which attracted universal attention. It 
Is desirable that our interest In this work should not be allowed to wane, 
— especially as the third great triennial will be held in Washington, Feb- 
ruary, 1898,— but that we should strive to keep the fires Iright, and so 
do our part in helping to give the country the benefit of loyal woman*s 
work. Corps Presidents are urgently requested to solicit from their 
members contributions of such sums, however small, as they desire to 
give, and forward the aggregate sum, through their Corps Treasurers, to 
the Department Treasurers. 

Corps Treasurers are requested to fill out the coupon attached to 
this circular, and forward the same to the Secretary of the Committee, 
Mrs. Lue Stuart Wadsworth, in order that their Corps may be repre- 
sented in her report to National Convention. 

Yours fraternally In F., C. and L., 

Kate Brownleb Sherwood, Chairman, Canton, 0., 
LuB Stuart Wadsworth, Secretary^ Boston, Mass., 
H. Lizzie Foster, Milford, N.H., 
Louise Barnum Robbixs, Adrian, Mich., 
Helen Finlay Bristol, Quincy, 111., 

Committee. 
Approved : 

Agnes Hitt, 

National President. 
Ida S. McBride, 

National Secretary. 

Headquarters Corps No 

Department of W.R.C. 

Mrs. Lue Stuart Wadsworth, 633 Tremont St , Boston, Mass. 
Secretary National Council of Women Committee. 
Madam : I have forwarded to Department Treasurer the sum of 

dollars cents 

for National Council of Women Fund. 

Yours in F., C. and L., 



Corps Treasurer. 
Corps Treasurers are requested to fill out this blank and return to above address. 
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In connection with this Circular, I wrote a personal letter to 
each Department President, and enclosed a catechism of the 
National Council of Women, that they might fully understand the 
object of that body. 

I am pleased to report, that most of the Department Presi- 
dents not only transmitted the circulars to the Corps, but also 
called attention to the importance of the work, in their General 
Orders. Notably among these are Delia Connor, Department 
President of South Dakota ; A. Louise Putnam, Vermont ; Ella 
C. Dwinell, Colorado and Wyoming ; Bessie Seymore, Rhode Island; 
Adelaide Bissell, Minnesota ; Fannie Boyden, Pennsylvania ; Millie 
Worcester, New Hampshire ; Mary Sims, Indiana ; Lizzie Arnold, 
Connecticut ; Mary E. McCauley, Illinois, and Belle Ludwig, 
Kentucky. I regret to report, that one Department President 
declined to forward the circulars, giving as a reason that she did 
not deem it wise to do so. While I would not question her judg- 
ment in this respect, it seems to me that a Department President 
declining to forward a circular issued by a National Committee, 
addressed to Corps, asking for individual contributions from mem- 
bers, and bearing the endorsement of the National President and 
Secretary, displays a lack of courtesy, not only to the Committee, 
but to our National President as well. The response to the circular 
has been a generous one, and contributions have been reported to 
me by the Treasurers of the following Corps : — 

California and Nevada, Corps 11, 19, 33, 43, 44, 76, 80, 81. 
Colorado and Wyoming, '^ 6, 7, 8, 13, 16, 17, 24, 40, 43, 45. 
Connecticut '' 2, 3, 5, 7, 9, 17, 20, 25, 29, 30, 32, 

34, 40, 41, 42, 44, 45, 47, 49. 
Illinois *' 4, 16, 33, 34, 39, 40, 44, 46, 66, 72, 

85, 119, 130, 158, 185, 193, 207, 211, 

218, 230, 233, 244, 267, 269. 
Indiana '^ 7, 14, 16, 20, 43, 44, 45, 94, 106, 

131, 149, 163, 166, 175, 196, 199. 
Iowa Corps '' 7, 9, 10, 15, 41, 64, 71, 88, 98, 130, 

164, 174, 205, 210, 243, 244, 283, 

300, 311, 314. 

Idaho " 9. 

Kansas " 21, 25, 30, 48, 53, 63, 69, 76, 89.. 

103, 117, 118, 130, 133, 158, 200 
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Kentucky 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 



.Corps 4, 86. 
. " 2, 20. 



Minnesota '' 



Missouri . 
Nebraska 



New Hampshire 
North Dakota . 
New Jersey . . 
New York . 



Ohio 



Oklahoma .... 

Potomac 

Pennsylvahia .... 

Rhode Island .... 

Texas 

South Dakota .... 

Vermont 

Washington and Alaska, 
West Virginia .... 
Wisconsin 



2, 6, 8, 9, 11, 12, U, 20. 26, 28, 29. 
33, 34, 88, 43, 46, 48, 49, 68, 63, 
64, 66, 67, 68, 75, 78, 84, 86, 88, 
97, 100, 102, 109, 111, 114, 118, 
120, 122, 130, 136, 139, 146, 150, 
151, 152, 154, 156, 157, 162, 163, 
165, 169, 172. 

19, 29, 31, 44, 46, 63, 65, 76, 92, 
100 and Federation of Corps. 

3, 20, 27, 47. 

16,21,86,88, 89, 109, 134, 136, 142, 
149, 181, 189. 

5, 10, 17, 24, 34, 54, 68, 83. 

6, 8, 12, 14. 

5, 7, 10, 18. 

1, 3, 4, 5,8, 10, 11, 12, 13,21, 22, 
26, 27, 34, 36, 39, 46, 52, 66, 83, 87, 
96, 109, 110, 112, 126, 130, 135, 143, 
148, 149, 160, 162, 172, 181, 189, 
193, 197, 205, 206, 210, 231, 233, 
237, 244. 

1, 3, 7, 9, 33, 38, 40, 51, 52, 58, 64, 

69, 79, 96, 97, 99, 104, 108, 128, 
129, 132, 136, 156, 162, 165, 167. 
178, 189, 201, 202, 222, 225, 250, 
251, 265, 267, 270, 273, 279, 283, 
286, 296, 304, 315. 

14. 
2. 

7, 12, 13, 16, 19, 30, 33, 50, 63, 69, 

70, 74, 76, 85, 99, 100,110, 146, 148. 

6, 7, 11, 12, 13, 14, 19, 20. 
2,4. 

4, 7, 8, 18, 19. 51, 63. 

2, 3, 5, 7, 18, 20, 28, 33, 57, 72. 

3, 4, 5, 6, 13, 15, 17, 27. 
11. 

4,5, 11, 16,20, 21, 25,35,38,41, 
48, 49, 51, 52, 57, 60, 72, 74, 75, 91, 
93, 94, 101, 105, 123, 124, 128, 129, 
133. 
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The amount reported forwarded by the Corps Treasurers, is 
as follows : — 



California and Nevada, 8 Corps 
Colorado and Wyoming, 10 " 
Connecticut , . . .19 " 

Illinois 2 " 

Indiana 16 « 

Iowa 20 " 

Idaho 1 " 

Kansas 17 " 

Kentucky .... 3 " 
Maryland . . . . 2 *• 
Massachusetts . . .A3 ** 
Michigan, Circulars miscarried 
^Minnesota .... 10 Corps 
Missouri .... 4 " 
Nebraska . . . .13 ** 
New Hampshire . .8 " 



$11.10 


North Dakota . . 


. 4 Corps $2.50 


7.46 


New Jersey . 


4 ♦ 


3.00 


16.46 


New York 




46 ' 


35.24 


17.23 


Ohio 




44 * 
1 ' 


• 36.28 


13.98 


Oklahoma 




.26 


12.86 


Potomac 


. 


1 ' 


1.00 


.15 


Pennsylvania . 


19 * 


16.97 


11.38 


Rhode Island 


8 ♦ 


439 


1.41 


South Dakota . . 


7 * 


* 4.70 


1.50 


Texas .... 


2 ' 
10 * 


* 1.15 


68.89 


Vermont 


4.93 




Washington and Alaska, 8 * 


6.35 


15.20 


West Virginia . . 


1 * 


1.40 


6.78 


Wisconsin .... 


29 ' 


27.57 


8.29 








13.53 


Total amount to date. 


$351.04 



Personal contributions have been credited to Departments. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the Circular states that the 
amount raised shall be forwarded through Corps Treasurers to the 
Department Treasurers (as is required by Article XIX., Chapter V., 
Rules and Regulations), also, that the coupon signed by the Corps 
Treasurers, and returned to the Secretary of the Committee, reads : 
"I have forwarded to Department Treasurer the sum of, etc." 
eighty-one Corps Treasurers and four Department Treasurers have 
forwarded their contributions to me in postal notes, express 
orders, postage stamps, personal checks and money to the value of 
$94.66, which amount I have forwarded to the National Treasurer. 

It is evident from this fact that many Treasurers, both Corps 
and Department, do not familiarize themselves with the Rules and 
Regulations. I therefore recommend that the following be added 
to Section 4, Article VIII., Chapter II.: "Corps Treasurers must 
forward promptly to Department Treasurer, all contributions for 
funds held by Department or National Treasurers, as required by 
Article XIX., Chapter V.'' 

I also recommend that the following be added to Section 4, 
Article VI., Chapter III. : " Department Treasurers must forward 
promptly to National Treasurer all contributions for funds held by 
National Treasurer, as required by Article XIX., Chapter V." 



♦Includes contribution of Federation of Corps. 
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I cannot close my report without thanking you for the many 
courtesies I have received at your hands, and I sincerely hope that 
my services have proven acceptahle to you. I also extend thanks 
to all who have contributed to the Council Fund, thereby enabling 
our Order to maintain its membership in that great body, the 
National Council of Women. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

LUE STUART WADSWORTH, 

Secretary of Committee, 
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Report of Delegate to National Council of 
Women of the United States. 



Office of Delegate to the National Council 1 
OF Women of the United States. >- 
Chicago, III., July 15, 1897. j 
Ida S. McBride, 

National Seaetary^ W.R»C, 

Dear Madam : As delegate from the Woman's Relief Corps 
to the National Council of Women of the United States, I pre- 
sent a brief report for the last two years. 

Directly after my election at Louisville the National Council 
prepared to hold a special meeting at the Cotton Exposition in 
Atlanta, Ga. After a conference with the National President it 
was thought best to simply send a telegram of greeting. This 
congress at Atlanta was soon followed by a celebration in New 
York given by the Council to Elizabeth Cady Stanton on her 
eightieth birthday and again it was decided that our funds should 
not be expended for such purposes. 

The thought and understanding when we entered the Coun- 
cil was simply a congress once in three years, when side by side 
with other National organizations of women we could present 
our aims and objects, bearing our banner of patriotic teaching 
ever forward and in return receiving new inspiration from ad- 
vanced methods and plans as shown by other societies, with one 
Executive Board meeting each year tJie congress did not con- 
vene. We have tried to hold strictly to our instructions as 
understood. 

The regular Executive Board meeting was held in Boston, 
Mass., Dec. 4, 5, 6, 1896, National President Agnes Hitt and 
your delegate being present. The public meetings were well 
attended and much good accomplished. The reception tendered 
the National President by the Department of Massachusetts, 
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which Mrs. Dickinson, the President of the Council, attended, 
brought out the fact that she was the sister of a soldier and her 
interest very deep in the success of our Order. 

If the Woman's Relief Corps as an organization took no 
very active part at the meetings, they can feel assured that the 
fruits of their work were well shown by the flag salute led by 
Mrs. Lue Stuart Wadsworth of Massachusetts, given by the 
Council Committee on Patriotic Teaching, our own Past National 
President Kate Brownlee Sherwood, Chairman. 

Both National President and delegate made short talks, 
merely outlining our name and purpose. 

The following leaflet was prepared and distributed during 
the session : — 

National Headquarters Woman's Relief Corps, 1 
Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic, 
When Building, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Agnes Hitt, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Marie Hasenwinkle, St. Paul, Minn 
Amelia F. Colgan, Hampton, Va. 
Ida S. McBride, Indianapolis, Ind. 
ISABELLE T. Bagley, Zancsville, O. 
Alice M. A. Pickler, Faulkton, S.D. 
Julia G. Sine, Chicago, 111. 
LiZABETH A. Turner, Boston, Mass. 
Sarah D. Winans, Troy, O. 
Melissa Caylor, Nobles ville, Ind. 



[>.J 



President 

Senior Vice-President 

Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Chaplain 

Inspector 

Counselor 

I. and I. Officer 

Chief of Staflf . 



E. Florence Barker . 
Annie Wittenmyer . 
Sarah E. Fuller 

Helen R. Griffith 
Sarah E. Milham 
Abbie A. Adams 
Mary A. Scott Myers 
Mary E. Inman 



executive BOARD. 

Life Members. 



Elected Members, 



Maiden, Mass. 
Sanatoga, Pa. 
Medford, Mass. 

Mt. Pleasant, la. 
St. Paul, Minn. 
Superior, Neb. 
The Dalles, Ore. 
Cherry field, Me. 



Annie Wittenmyer . 
Pluma L. Cowles 
Charity Rusk Craig . 
Margaret Ray Wickins 
Emma B. Lowd 



MEMBERS NATIONAL W.R.C. HOME BOARD. 

Sanatoga, Pa. 



Geneva, O. 
Viroqua, Wis. 
Sabetha, Kan. 
Salem, Mass. 
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BOARD OF MANAGERS ANDERSONVILLB PRISON PROPERTY. 

Lizabeth A. Turner, Chairman . . Boston, Mass. 

Sanatoga, Pa. 



Annie Wittenmyer . 
Emma R. WaUace . 
Margaret R. Wicklns 
Charlotte J. Comings 



Chicago, 111. 
Sabetha, Kan. 
Tidioate, Pa. 



Ex Officio Members, 
T. S. Clarkson, Omaha, Neb., Commander-in-Chief G.A.R. 
Agnes Hitt, Indianapolis, Ind., National President W.R.C. 
J. L. Rake, Reading, Pa., Commander-in-Chief S. of V. 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOBiEN. 



Kate B. Sherwood . 
Lue Stuart Wads worth 
Helen F. Bristol 
S. Lizzie Foster 
Louise B. Bobbins . 



PATRIOTIC TEACHING. 



Flo Jamison Miller . 
Isabella Worrell Ball 
Calista R. Jones 
Sarah C. Borland 
Eunice H. Quick 
Eliza J. Crisler 
Alida Rule 



Canton, O. 
Boston, Mass. 
Bristol, 111. 
Milford, N.H. 
Adrian, Mich. 

Monticello, 111. 

Washington, D.C. 

Vermont. 

California. 

Minnesota. 

Indiana. 

Tennessee. 



OBJECTS. 

Section 1. To specially aid and assist the Grand Army of the 
Republic and to perpetuate the memory of their heroic dead. 

Sect. 2. To assist such Union veterans as need our help and 
protection, and to extend needful aid to their widows and orphans. To 
find them homes and employment, and assure them of sympathy and 
friends. To cherish and emulate the deeds of our army nurses and of 
all loyal women who rendered loving service to our country in her hour 
of peril. 

Sect. 3. To maintain true allegiance to the United States of 
America ; to inculcate lessons of patriotism and love of country among 
our children and in the communities in which we live, and encourage the 
spread of universal liberty and equal rights to all. 

ELIGIBILITY TO MEMBERSHIP. 

Women of good moral character and correct deportment, who have 
not given aid and comfort to the enemies of the Union, who would 
perpetuate the principles to which this association stands pledged, and 
who have attained the age of sixteen years, shall be eligible to member- 
ship in the Woman's Relief Corps. 

There is no association of women that so clearly sets forth the 
value of organized and systematized work among women, as the 
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Woman's Relief Corps, auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic, as 
shown by the following tabulated statement : — 





Expended in 
ReUef. 


Tamed oyer 
to Posts. 


Estimated 
Relief other 
than Money. 


Totals. 


Cal. and Nev. 


$52,304.28 


$10,272.63 


$13,937.07 


$76,513.98 


Col. and Wyo. 


14,174.16 


4,316 46 


10,271 .'88 


28,761.48 


Connecticut 


15,205.32 


6,706.46 


6,454.31 


28,366.09 


Dakota 


1,489.54 


1,085.95 




2,625.49 


Idaho 


170.35 


387.35 


83.36 


641.05 


Illinois 


39,005.86 


13,689.05 


24,906.90 


77,601.81 


Indiana 


29,098.51 


10,801.87 


17,638.34 


67,433.72 


Iowa 


37,817.78 


12,920.80 


23,074.43 


73,813.10 


Kansas 


36,264.72 


19,516.17 


14,682.79 


69,413.68 


Kentucky 


8,918.89 


902.49 


801.81 


6,623.19 


La. and Miss. 


1,887.11 


279.20 


669.16 


2,836.46 


Maine 


4,101.04 


3,710.6e 


8,607.28 


11,418.94 


Maryland 


2,378.75 


1,806.45 


1,761.39 


5,941.59 


Massachusetts 


80,714.73 


71,029.84 


17,193.20 


168,937.77 


Michigan 


26,805.76 


19,104.66 


20,675.20 


66,686.52 


Minnesota 


11,095.92 


9,845.21 


10.916.88 


31,858.01 


Missouri 


15,634.36 


2,164.89 


8,569.43 


26,368.67 


Montana 


575.81 


570.34 


371.05 


1,517.20 


Nebraska 


12,426.47 


8,932.68 


15,184.67 


36,493.82 


New Hampshire 


15,068.13 


7,244.66 


1,986.94 


24,299 72 


New Jersey 


3,279.32 


7,106.03 


705.18 


11,089.53 


New Mexico 


306.92 


148.07 




464.99 


New York 


30,714.62 


17,224.53 


19,137.69 


66,276.64 


North Dakota 


763.60 


418.53 


484.40 


1,651.53 


Ohio 


86,557.60 


30,925.06 


28,228.40 


144,711.06 


Oregon 


4,421.60 


2,201.15 


3,397.95 


10,017.70 


Oklahoma 


312.63 


201 86 


389.60 


904 09 


Pennsylvania 


27,248.80 


34,374.41 


14,881.36 


76,604.57 


Potomac 


3,177.94 


95.00 


3,855.18 


7,123.12 


Rhode Island 


2,188.58 


3,707.61 


1,993.51 


7,889.60 


South Dakota 


2,499.29 


1,484.04 


3,926.38 


7,909.71 


Tennessee 


304.59 


39.50 


6.00 


360.09 


Texas 


683.76 


199.41 


210.55 


1,093.72 


Vermont 


6,528.23 


5,235.16 


6,490.85 


17,254.24 


Wash, and Alaska 


8,004.76 


3,452.46 


3,510.41 


14,967.62 


West Virginia 


427.25 


441.48 


249.20 


1,117.93 


Wisconsin 


30,480.02 


8,376.24 


21,080.74 


69,937.00 


Prov. Dept. 


922.23 


386.96 


177.90 


1,487.08 


Detached Corps 


14,780.14 


3,048.02 


2,790.94 


20,619.10 



Total, 



$621,669.25 $324,496.15 $303,049.21 $1,249,214.61 
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Recapitulation . 

Total expended In relief $621,669.26 

Total turned over to Posts 324,496.15 

Estimated Relief other than Money 303,049 2 1 



Grand Total $1,249,214.61 

Amount brought forward $1,249,214 61 

Amount expended for Memorial Day .... 79,707.18 

Amount expended for National W.R.C. Home, Madison, O., 32,164.31 

Amount expended for army nurses 3,426 50 

Amount expended for Memorial Day in the South . 2,785.67 

Special Relief 450.00 

Amount expended in pension work for army nurses . 1,468.61 

Expended by Pennsylvania for Memorial Home . 2,615.75 

Total . . ^ $1,371,832.63 

Number of persons assisted in one year, 40,513. 

There are thirty-flve Departments and fifty-four Detached Corps 
with a membership of 140,135. 

The Woman's Relief Corps made its own rules, but in making them 
patterned largely after the rules of the Grand Army of the Republic. It 
has a full system of reports, maintains a strict discipline, is ritualistic, 
meets with closed doors and imposes an obligation of secrecy for the 
protection of its beneficiaries and members. All legislation aff*ecting the 
association as a whole, is through the National Convention, which meets 
annually at the same time and place as the Grand Army and is promul- 
gated through a series of general orders. Legislation pertaining to 
States is transacted in Department Conventions, meeting annually at 
the time and place of holding the Department Encampments and promul- 
gated in like manner. There are also printed journals of Conventions, 
State and National, througlj which an extensive history has been minutely 
recorded. It has endowed and supports a National Relief Corps Home 
for the wives and mothers of soldiers and dependent array nurses ; it has 
led in the founding of homes in Michigan, Iowa, Wisconsin, California, 
Illinois, Indiana and Missouri; it founded and supports the Memorial 
Home in Pennsylvania ; it secured legislation for the founding of a home 
in New York; it secured the legislation that provides government aid to 
the destitute army nurses, and that established industrial training for 
girls at the Ohio Orphans' Home ; it has built memorial halls and monu- 
ments ; it secured a united movement for patriotic teaching and a fiag on 
every schoolhouse. They brought the work before the Council, as pre- 
sented on Washington's birthday, and expressed in the motto, ** One 
country, one language, one flag." 

The following are the officers of the Grand Army of the Republic 
for the year ending September, 1897, who will guide and guard its 



. Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE woman's belief CORPS. 193 

interests, and counsel with tlie Woman's Relief Corps that they may more 
ably assist : — 

Commander-in-Chief : 

Thaddbus S. Clarkson, Omaha, Neb. 

Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief : 

John H. Mullbn, Wabasha, Minn. 

Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief : 

Charles W. Buckley, Montgomery, Ala. 

Surgeon-General : 

Dr. A. E. Johnson, Washington, D C. 

Chaplain-in-Chief : 

Rev. Mark B. Taylor, Canton, Mass. 

The Commander-in-Chief announces the following appointments : — 

Adjutant-General : 

Charles E Burmester, Omaha, Neb. 

Quartermaster-General : 

Augustus J. Burbank, Chicago, 111. 

Inspector-General : 

Charles A. Suydam, Philadelphia, Ta. 

Judge-Advocate General : 

Albert Clarke, Wellesley Hills, Mass. 

Senior Aide-de-Camp and Chief -of-Staff: 
J. Cory Winans, Troy, O. 

The next regular congress should occur February, 1898, at 
Washington, D.C., then the Woman's Relief Corps will be given 
ample time to more fully emphasize their work, the results of 
their labors, and to add to their already great prominence and 
influence in patriotic instruction and work throughout the land. 

It is with deep sorrow we record the serious illness of the 
Council's President, Mary Lowe Dickinson, which has compelled 
her to lay aside every duty for months, and we trust an expres- 
sion of sympathy will be sent from this Convention to this grand 
woman, loyal worker, and last but not least, soldier's sister. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

EMMA R. WALLACE, 

Delegate. 



13 
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RESOLUTIONS. 

Presented for Consideration of the Fifteenth National 

Convention. 



Presented by the Department of California and Nevada. 

Eesolution No. 1. 

Whereas, The Thirteenth National Convention decided that * ' all 
contributions for any object of the Woman's Relief Corps must be turned 
over to Corps, Department or National Treasurer, in order that Corps 
and Departments may receive credit for their contributions " ; and 

Whereas, The Department of California and Nevada has estab- 
lished and is helping to maintain a Home ''for the destitute worthy 
mother, wife, widow, and destitute worthy maiden daughter or sister of 
the Union Veteran who served honorably in the war for the Union, and 
for ex-army Union nurses," to the support of which many of the Corps 
contribute regularly ; and 

Whereas, The said decision of the Thirteenth National Convention 
compels Corps Treasurers to forward the contribution for the Home 
through the Department Treasurer to the Treasurer of the Woman's 
Relief Corps Home Association, which necessitates an expense for post- 
age and stationery, besides adding very materially to the labors of the 
Department Treasurer, and naturally creates a delay before the CorpS 
can receive receipts for their donations from the Treasurer of the Home 
Association ; therefore, be it 

Besolvedy That this Department Convention, in business session 
assembled, petition the next National Convention to so legislate that in 
the Department of California and Nevada all donations of money by the 
Corps for the benefit of the Woman's Relief Corps Home shall be sent 
direct to the Treasurer of the Woman's Relief Corps Home Association, 
apd that the said Treasurer shall each quarter make a detailed report to 
the Department Treasurer of the amounts received. 
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Resolution No. 2. 



Whereas, A Department Treasurer Is often nominated and elected 
without regard to her special qualillcations for the office, and when not 
located in the same city as the Department President and Secretary adds 
largely to the expense of the Department, and is the cause frequently of 
much delay in forwarding reports to National Headquarters ; and 

Whereas, According to the National Rules and Regulations of the 
Order, the Department President is responsible for the prompt forward- 
ing of the reports of the Secretary and Treasurer and correctness of the 
same; and 

Whereas, The Department President is utterly powerless to prop- 
erly comply with her obligations when hampered with incompetent or 
insubordinate elected officers ; therefore, be it 

Besolved^ That this Convention, in business session assembled, 
petition the next National Convention to so amend the National Rules 
and Regulations as to conform with Grand Array usages, and make the 
office of Department Treasurer an appointive one. 

Presented by the Department of Idaho. 
Resolution No. 3. 

Whereas, It has been brought to our notice, that a petition is to 
be presented to our coming National Convention, to the effect that our 
Grand Army Memorial Day be changed to the last Sabbath In May; 
therefore, be It 

Besolvedi That we respectfully request that our Department of 
Idaho do. In their Convention assembled, place themselves on record 
against such change, believing that it would be detrimental in every 
way to the best observance of the day, for the sacred purposes originally 
Intended. 

Resolution No. 4. 

Whereas, It having come to our knowledge that a memorial is to 
be presented to the coming National Convention, to be held in Buffalo 
In August, that all members of the G.A.R. be permitted at any and all 
times to enter meetings of the W.R.C. ; therefore, be It 

Besolvedj That the Department of Idaho, In Convention assembled, 
do put themselves on record against such action, believing It will be 
greatly detrimental to the best Interests of our work. 

Presented by the Department of Illinois. 

Resolution No. 5. 

That Departments, Detached Corps and Corps report semi-annually 
Instead of quarterly. 
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Resolution No. 6. 

That comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic may become 
associate members of the Woman's Relief Corps. 



Resolution No. 7. 

That Past Presidents of the Ladies of the G.A.R., upon leaving that 
Order and joining the Woman's Relief Corps, may, by virtue of their 
work for the soldier, be entitled to past rank and vote in our Order. 

That the Department Executive Board consist of three instead of 
five members. 

Presented by the Department of Iowa. 
Resolution No. 8. 

Besolved^ That this Fourteenth Department Convention of Iowa 
petition the Fifteenth National Convention to so amend Rules and Regu- 
lations, that comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic may become 
associate members of the Woman's Relief Corps. 

Resolution No. 9. 

Whereas, The Rules and Regulations in Sects. 5 and 6, Art. II. 
Chap. IV., specify the membership of the National Convention; and 

Whereas, A delegate and alternate-at-large are elected in addition 
to and apart /rom the delegates pro rata; 

Besolved, That the alternate-at-large shall anly be entitled to a seat 
in National Convention, in the absence of the delegate-at-large. 

Should a vacancy occur in both places, the same to be filled as pro- 
vided in Sect. 2, Art. V., Chap. III. 

Resolution No. 10. 

That we petition the Fifteenth National Convention to so amend 
our laws that members of the Ladies of the G.A.R. upon leaving that 
order and uniting with the W.R.C. shall be entitled to retain all honors 
gained. 

Presented by the Department of Massachusetts. * 

Resolution No. 11. 

Besolved, That an additional question be added to Form O and to 
Form P, to wit. : Amount of Money in General Fund? 
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Resolution No. 12. 

Resolved, That we respectfully ask the National Convention to de- 
cide the question of the sale of the Patriotic Primer as a part of the 
regular supplies on sale at Department Headquarters. 

Resolution No. 13. 

Resolved, That the words **in writing" be inserted in Sect. 2, 
Art. v., Chap. II., of the Rules and Regulations, making it read — Notice 
thereof must be given to each member of the Corps in writing. 

Presented by the Department of New York. 

Resolution No. 14. 

Resolved, That the method of electing officers in use in the Grand 
Army of the Republic be adopted by the Woman's Relief Corps, and that 
Rules and Regulations be revised accordingly. 

Presented by the Department of Ohio. 

Resolution No 15. 

That Sect. 10, Art. VI., Chap. III. be changed ♦* shall audit the ac- 
counts annually, and that auditing be done in connection with National 
Inspector, as required by Sect. 3, Art. V., Chap. V. 

Presented by the Department of Vermont. 

Resolution No. 16. 

Whereas, Since falsity in regard to the number of blackballs cast 
has been discovered in the reports of the Inspector of ballot boxes ; 

Resolved, That the Ritual of our Order be so changed that the ballot 
boxes shall hereafter be presented to the first three officers of the Corps 
instead of two as heretofore, the Junior and Senior Vice reporting when 
they find the ballot before the President declares the result. 

From the Department of Wisconsin. 
Resolution No. 17. 

Whereas, The Pension Act of June 27, 1890, now known as the 
Disability Dependent Law, which originally was intended for the relief 
only of soldiers who were unable to maintain themselves, and wholly 
dependent on others for their support, was, when finally passed and 
made a law, so changed that a soldier applying for a pension under that 
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act was no longer required to prove himself a pauper, and could obtain 
a pension without regard to his financial condition of life, or the amount 
of property owned by him ; and 

Whereas, It was, and is, clearly the wish of the people of this 
country to care for and assist the widows of the soldiers of the late war 
in their hour of need, and to extend its protection alike to the old 
soldiers and the widows and orphans of those who died for their 
country ; therefore, be it 

Besolvedj That we, the members of the Woman's Relief Corps in 
the Department of Wisconsin, do express as our firm conviction that the 
same measure of relief, given in the amendment act of 1890 to the old 
soldiers, should be extended to their widows who are entitled to pensions 
under that act. That as the pension drawn under that act by the soldier 
is necessary for the support of his family, and when upon the death of 
the soldier, that is withdrawn, the need of the widow is greater than 
ever and calls for the fostering care of the country as her only protec- 
tion from a condition of pauperism ; further 

Besolvedy That we earnestly insist upon the act of 1890 being so 
amended that the widow should be entitled to receive a pension under 
that act without having to prove that she has no property and is depen- 
dent upon her daily toil for her daily food and shelter, or in other words, 
that only her two hands preserve her from the poorhouse, as she is now 
compelled to do under the rules of the Pension Department and the 
provisions of the law. 

Presented by Past National President, Lizabeth A. Turner. 

Resolution No. 18. 

That members of Andersonville Prison Board be obligated the same 
as Woman's Relief Corps Home Board and that they be voting members 
of the National Convention during their term of service on the Board. 

Resolution No. 19. 

That a committee of one be appointed to procure a suitable badge 
for the Andersonville Prison Board ; such badges to be held by National 
Treasurer as other supplies, and not to cost each member of the Board 
more than fifty cents. 

Resolution. No. 20. 

That General Orders from Departments shall be printed ** By order 
of Department President; " and National General Orders " By command 
of National President." 
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Presented by Past National President, Kate B. Sherwood. 

Resolution No. 21. 

That the following service for the burial of a comrade, to be used 
jointly with Post, be adopted : — 

AT THE BURIAL OF A COMRADE. 

When the services of the Post have been completed the Corps will 
form a hollow square around the casket; the officers at the head, the 
Chaplain at the foot. The following exercises and Scriptural readings 
will then follow : — 

President : We are enjoined by the rules of our Order, '* to specially 
aid and assist the Grand Army of the Republic and to perpetuate the 
memory of their heroic dead." For this purpose we are here assembled. 

The Secretary will place the record of Comrade , made by the 

Adjutant, upon our books. *' Mark the perfect man and behold the 
upright; the end of that man is peace." 

Chaplain : We have heard with our ears, O God, our fathers have 
told us, what work thou didst in their days, in the times of old. Surely 
I will never forget any of their works. 

(Member advances and places a floral offering on the casket.) 

President : Thou hast given them a banner that fear thee, that it 
may be displayed for the truth. 

(Member advances and places a flag.) 

Chaplain : Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown 
of life. 

(Members advance in a body, each bearing a flower or sprig 
of green and place them upon the casket.) 

All unite in the Lord's Prayer and resume their places. 

Presented by Past National Secretary, Jennie Bross. 

Resolution No. 22. 

That National Convention be petitioned to so amend Rules and Regu- 
lations that members transferring from one Department to another may 
retain their honors and have a vote in the Department in Which they 
hold their membership. 
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Proceedings of Convention, 

[Continued prom Page 36.] 



National Senior Vice-President : Ladies of the Convention, 
you have heard the most excellent address of onr National Presi- 
dent. What is your pleasure ? 

Mrs. Sherwood: Following the address of our National Presi- 
dent, it seems to me the most proper time to offer a motion that 
special greetings he sent to our Past National Presidents who are 
ahsent from the Convention, and more especially a greeting of lov- 
ing affection to our first Past National President, Mrs. E. Florence 
Barker, who lies upon a bed of illness, from which, unless by some 
gracious interposition of divine Providence, she will never rise. I 
make this as a motion. 

Seconded by Mrs. Turner of Massachusetts. [Carried.] 

Moved by Mrs. F. 0. McClelland of Illinois that the address 
be referred to the Committee on President's Address. Seconded 
by Mrs. Nichols of New York. [Carried.] 

The National President then resumed the chair. 
National President: Ladies, will you submit the reports of 
the officers without readinjj: ? Is it the wish of this Convention ? 

Moved by Mrs. Boyd of Illinois, seconded by Mrs. Young of 
Ohio, that they be referred to the proper committees without 
reading. [Carried.] 

National President: We have no report from the National 
Senior Vice-President, and it is with regret that we are obliged to 
be without it. 

The National President then announced the following com- 
mittees : 
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ON OFFICEBS* BEP0RT8. 

National Presidents Address : 

Margaret R. Wickins, Kannas, Chairman, 
Mary D. Travis, iDdiana. 
Ada G. Mohr, New York. 
Sarah A. C. Plummer, Michigan. 
Hannah U. Maxon, Ohio. 

National Junior Vice- President* s Report : 

Mary Lyle Reynolds, Kentucky, Chairman, 
Amanda T. Newcomb, Vermont. 
Adelaide F. Bissell, Minnesota. 
Maggie A. Rust, Texas. 
Bessie M. Seymour, Rhode Island. 

National Secretary's Report : 

Harriette L. Reed, Massachusetts, Chairman, 
Abbie Lynch, Pennsylvania. 
Sarah E. Phillips, New York. 
Ella M. Edsall, Montana. 
Belle C. Harris, Kansas. 

National Treasurer's Report: 

Emeline M. Chaffee, New York, Chairman. 
Jeannette M. Mann, Ohio. 
Annie F. Church, Nebraska. 
Mary J. Warlhen, West Virginia. 
Martha Sherman, Pennsylvania. 

National Chaplain's Report : 

Sarah J. Martin, Missouri, Chairman. 
Millie A. Worcester, New Hampshire. 
Janie M. S. Case, Tennessee. 
Emma J. Southwick, New Jersey. 
Lizzie H. Arnold, Connecticut. 

National Inspector's Report : 

Mary L. Carr, Colorado, Chairman. 
Ellen F. Daniels, West Virginia. 
Mary L. Oilman, Massachusetts. 
Emma F. Cressinger, Ohio. 
Elizabeth Skeel, Wisconsin. 
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National Counselor's Report : 

Harriet J. Bodge, Connecticut, Chairman, 
Sara L. Rothrock, Iowa. 
Mary U. Birdseye, Missouri. 
Lodusky J. Taylor, Minnesota. 
Allaseba M. Bliss, Michigan. 

National Instituting and Installing Officer's Report : 

Susan Gwilt, Oregon, Chairman. 
Fannie D. Hardin, Colorado. 
Eva E. Bent, Illinois. 
Louese A. Turck, Michigan. 
Nettie F. Withers, Wisconsin. 

ON NATIONAL W.R,C, HOME REPORTS. 

Mary A. Sims, Indiana, Chairman. 
Fanny E. Minot, New Hampshire. 
Mary A. H. Cadden, Maryland. 
Julia S. Bowen, Nebraska. 
Emma E. Knapp, Michigan. 

ON RESOLUTIONS. 

Emma R. Wallace, Illinois, Chairman. 
Allaseba M. Bliss, Michigan. 
Inzetta A. Small, Maine. 
Jane C. Pultz, Connecticut. 
Josephine B. Lewis, Louisiana. 

ON APPEALS. 

Emma Stark Hampton, Michigan, Chairman. 
Emilie L. W. Waterman, Massachusetts. 
Annie W. Johnson, Washington, D.C. 
Olive M. Laux, Oklahoma. 
Laura S. Dodge, Colorado. 

ON COURTESIES. 

Kate B. Sherwood, Ohio, Chairman. 
Caroline H. Bell, Wisconsin. 
Loretta J. Oorsuch, Indiana. 

ON GREETINGS TO THE G.A.R. ENCAMPMENT. 

Isabelle T. Bagley, Ohio, Chairman. 
Clare H. Burleigh, Massachusetts 
Jennie Bross, Illinois. 
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ON RECEPTION OF VISITORS TO NATIONAL CONVENTION. 

Charity Rusk Craig, Wisconsin, Chairman. 

Ellen M. Putnam, New York. 

Melissa Caylor, Indiana. 

Cora Day Young, Ohio. 

Helen S. Morrison, Pennsylvania. 

Mary A. Ninekirk, Kentucky. 

Sarah C. Nichols, New York. 

The National President then instructed the Conductors to 
distribute the officers' reports. 

Mrs. Sherwood : It has been the custom at our National Con- 
ventions to send greetings to our honorary members, Paul Van Der- 
voort and Clara Barton. I move that this be done; also, that 
greetings be sent to Mrs. John A. Logan who is detained by illness. 

Seconded by Mrs. Putnam and carried. 

Mrs. Sherwood : It is necessary that all greetings extended 
from National Convention be sent at the opening session in order 
to get any replies. If there are other greetings to be sent I sug- 
gest that the names be presented now in order that messages may 
be sent promptly. 

Mrs. Burleigh : I move that a message of love and sympathy 
be sent Emma B. Lowd and Helen A. Brigham of Massachusetts, 
Past Department Presidents, who are detained at home on account 
of severe illness. 

Seconded by Annie Wittenmyer of Pennsylvania. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Bobbins of Michigan : I move that a telegram be sent 
Mrs. Cheney, Past National Treasurer, who is unable to be here. 

Seconded by Mrs. Phillips of New York. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Nichols of New York : I move that a telegram of con- 
dolence be sent to the families of Mrs. Mink and Mrs. Hasen- 
winkle. 

Seconded by Mrs. Jones of New York. [Carried by a rising 
vote.] 

Mrs. Waterman of Massachusetts : Mrs. Puller, Past National 
President, desires me to extend to the ladies here her regrets 
that she cannot be here at this Convention on account of physi- 
cal inability, and to say that this morning, at the time of the 
opening of this Convention, she would be sitting on Plymouth 
Rock with all her badges on, praying for our success. 
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National President : I would like to meet the delegates of 
this Convention at the High School building at 7 o'clock this 
evening, to see the exemplification of the Ritual work I have rec- 
ommended for your adoption. I feel this is the wisest plan to pur- 
sue, and it would also save the expense of having it printed in case 
you refuse to receive it, and I would be very glad for the delegates, 
and the delegates only, to see the exemplification. Mrs. Putnam, 
will you please tell the ladies where the building is? 

Mrs. Putnam : It is situated at the corner of Court and Frank- 
lin Streets. 

Mrs. Waterman of Massachusetts : I wish to deliver you a 
message from Mrs. Barker, Past National President. She has not 
been able to see anyone for over a week, and she asked me to tell 
you how sorry she was that she could not be here. It is doubtful 
whether she will ever again attend another Convention. 

Moved by Anna Opdycke Carroll of Ohio, and seconded by 
Mary A. Lyons of Ohio, that a message of love and sympathy be 
sent Salina Springsteen, who has recently lost her husband. 

National Secretary then read letters and telegrams of congratu- 
lation and greeting. 

Malden, Mass , Aug. 27, 1897. 
Mrs. Katb B. Sherwood, 

Chairman Committee on Greetings National Convention W.B.C.^ 
Buffalo, N. r. 

The loving sympathy of the National Convention is highly appreci- 
ated. My congratulations on the year's success. 

E. FLORENCE BARKER. 



Georgetown, D.C, Aug. 28, 1897. 
Mrs. Kate B. Sherwood, 

Chairman Committee on Greetings National Convention W.B.d, 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

Grateful thanks for cordial greetings. Have read proceedings of 

your Convention with deep Interest. 

CLARA BARTON. 



Mrs. Agnes Hitt. San Francisco, Cal., Aug. 26, 1897. 

National President, W.B.C. 
Fraternal greetings to the Fifteenth National Conventon. 

ELIZABETH D'ARCY KINNE, 

Fast National President. 
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To the President and Members of the National W.B. (7. 

Dear Sisters : I regret that I will not be able to attend your Conven- 
tion. I would be delighted to again meet my friends in the East from 
whom I have so long been separated. I have lost none of my interest in 
your grand work, and in this field I am doing all in my power to build 
up the Belief Corps. I had the pleasure of meeting the National Presi- 
dent at the Department Convention at Houston, Texas, and she can bear 
testimony to that fact. I had the pleasure of delivering the Memorial 
Day address at San Antonio, Texas, and it was one of the most impVes- 
sive I ever participated in. The regular army at Fort Sam Houston turned 
out and assisted the Grand Army and Relief Corps. Many Confederate 
soldiers also attended. Saturday night I delivered an address to the 
Corps, and Monday night to the Grand Army and Confederate veterans. 
The war is over down here, and though I surrender none of mj opinions 
and speak as strongly as I ever did in the North, every Confederate is my 
friend. My dear sisters, though not able to be with you, I am doing as 
good a work for patriotism as I ever did in my life. It will be my crown- 
ing life work, and when I am dead and gone it will be fully appreciated. 
It may not now be fully understood, but it will some day. I thank the 
Lord for the day when I helped organize the Woman's Relief Corps. I 
read in my lonely home, far from you and my dear wife and children, the 
chapter in the Massachusetts history of the Woman's Relief Corps about 
my part in the work, and my eyes filled with tears, and I thought what- 
ever may come to me, these dear souls are my friends. I am here build- 
ing a new home for my family, and hope soon to meet them in the sunny 
Southland, no more to separate. 

God Wess you all is my prayer, and prosper our noble organization 
and its sacred, consecrated work. Fraternally, 

PAUL VAN DERVOORT. 



Manchester, N.H., Aug. 23, 1897. 
Mrs. Agnes Hitt, 

National President ^ W.B. C, and Members of the Fifteenth National 
Convention^ Greeting, 

I regret sincerely that I cannot be with you and the noble women 

of our beloved Order, and fulfil the duties of my oflice upon the occasion 

of the Fifteenth National Convention. But /ate has decreed it otherwise. 

I extend loving greetings to my own New Hampshire delegation ; 

my heart yearns to be one of your number. 

May you have a delightful Convention, one that will be to every 
member an inspiration forever. 

Again let me thank you for the honor conferred as National Aide. 
Sincerely yours in F., C. and L., 

MINNIE A. DANA, 

National Aide, 
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St. Louis, Mo., Aug. 25, 1897. 
Mrs. Agnes Hitt, 

National President^ W.R.C., Buffalo, N.Y. 
Dear Madam: Greetings to the Fifteenth National Convention. 
Sorry I can't be with you. Please accept best wishes for a peaceful and 
pleasant Convention. 

May the Great Commander of us all guide you all in your noble 
work. , Loyally yours in F., C and L., 

HENRIETTA STIESMEIER, 
Past National Senior Vice-President, W.B.C. 

Washington, D.C, Aug. 26, 1897. 
Mrs. Agnes Hitt, 

Care Kate B, Sherwood, National Convention, W.B.C, Buffalo, N.Y. 
A cordial greeting to all. May harmony and fraternal feeling per- 
vade the Convention and continued prosperity attend the Woman's Relief 
Corps. Thanks for your telegram. 

Mrs. JOHN A. LOGAN. 

Cleveland, O., Aug. 26, 1897. 
Mrs. Agnes Hitt, 

National President, W.B.C.y Buffalo, NT. 
Accept thanks for your loving words of sympathy, with best 
wishes for a harmonious Convention. 

SALINA F. SPRINGSTEEN, 
Past Department President, Ohio W.B. C. 

Boston, Mass, Aug. 27, 1897. 
Mrs. Agnes Hitt, 

National President, W.R.C. Convention, Buffalo, N.Y, 
Greetings to my noble sisters in Convention assembled; though 
absent, my heart is with you today 

DORCAS H. LYMAN, 
Member Executive Board Dept. of Massachusetts, W.B.C. 

Salem, Mass , Aug. 26, 1897. 
Mrs. Agnes Hitt, 

National President, W.B.C.^ Buffalo, N.Y. 
Am with you in thought. Greetings to all. May loyalty and wis- 
dom guide your deliberations. 

EMMA B. LOWD, 
Member National Borne Board. 

Wheeling, W. Va., Aug. 23, 1897. 
Mrs. Agnes Hitt, 

National President, W.B.C., Buffalo, N.Y. 
Fraternal greeting to officers and members of the Fifteenth National 
Convention, W.R.C. 
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Words fail to express my regret at not being able to be with you, 
as I am prevented by severe illness from attending Convention. 

I suffered a slight stroke of paralysis a month ago, losing my voice 
for a short time, and rendering me very weak. Through the goodness 
of God, and careful nursing, I have so far recovered as to be able to walk 
a square from my home, for which I am truly thankful, and hope I may 
yet have health to labor in our beloved Order, to which I have 
given so much of my time the last ten years, and we that truly labor for 
the good of the Order know what the "sisterly" attachment means. 

I shall be with you in thought and prayer, and sincerely hope that 
you may have a harmonious and successful Convention. 
Yours in F., C. and L., 

AMANDA L. MURDOCK, 
Past Department President i W.B.C, West Virginia. 



Detroit, Aug. 23, 1897. 
Mrs. Agnes Hitt, 

National President , W.B.Ci and Members of Fifteenth National 
Convention. 

Greetings and regrets. It is with deep regret that I find myself in 
the *' eleventh hour " obliged to absent myself from Convention, and miss 
the meeting and greeting of the many friends and associates which I 
have looked forward to with such pleasurable anticipations. 

Necessity sometimes assumes the role of a "hard taskmaster," and 
such seem the present circumstances, as important business matters 
demand my personal attention this very week, Mr. Cheney being away 
from home. 

Therefore, assuring you all that I would be with you, if it were only 
possible under the present conditions over which I have no control, and 
trusting this Convention may do more for the upbuilding and preserva- 
tion of the best interests and welfare of our dearly-loved Order than any 
preceding one, I am 

Most sincerely yours in F., C. and L., 

ARMILLA A. CHENEY, 
Past National Treasurer, W.B.C. 



Boise City, Idaho, Aug. 18, 1897. 
Mrs. Agnes Hitt, 

National President, W.B.C, Buffalo, N.Y. 
Little Idaho extends greetings and best wishes for a profitable and 
harmonious Convention and only regrets they cannot be present in 
person. '* God bless you every one." 

Yours in F., C. and L., 

NELLIE G. SPOFFORD, 
CLARA L CAMPBELL, Department President. 

Department Secretary. 
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National President: In the parlors of the Iroquois, from 
half past eight to half past nine, the friends of Mrs. Wittenmyer 
will give her a reception, to which you are all invited. 

National President : This afternoon at five o'clock, I wish 
to hold a memorial service in memory of Mrs. Mink and Mrs. 
Hasen winkle. I would he very glad indeed to have you and the 
friends of these oflBcers present at the memorial service in this 
room, and I especially extend the invitation to the Grand Army 
of the Republic of New York and Minnesota. 

National President: The newspaper women are invited tc 
attend a reception by the Press Women of Buffalo, at 256 Delaware 
Avenue, at 8 o'clock this evening. 

Miss Katherine G. Raynor, National President of the Ladies 
Aid Society, was introduced by the National President to the 
Convention. 

Miss Raynor : Mrs. President and Members of the Woman's 
Relief Corps : The organization which I have the honor to repre- 
sent, stands in the same relation to the Sons of Veterans as the 
Woman's Relief Corps stands to the Grand Army of the Republic. 
I come to you this morning to bear the greetings of your daughter 
organization, the Ladies' Aid Society. In no way do we wish to 
interfere or detract from the Woman's Relief Corps, but rather is 
it the aim of the organization to follow in your footsteps, and emu- 
late your works and deeds of Charity, Fraternity and Loyalty ; and 
may the bonds which unite the four great organizations — the Grand 
Army of the Republic, the Woman's Relief Corps, the Sons of 
Veterans, and the Ladies' Aid Society — be so strong that they 
will never be broken. Mrs. President, I thank you. 

National President : It gives me great pleasure to receive the 
greeting of the Ladies' Aid Society. I am sure that the Woman's 
Relief Corps appreciates the work you are doing ; but we also wish 
to say, come and help us in our own ranks. We will always be 
glad to welcome you. 

Lizabeth A. Turner of Massachusetts : I move that the Con- 
vention adjourn until 1.30 this afternoon. [Carried.] 



14 
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THURSDAY — AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Convention called to order at 1.40. National Senior Vice- 
President in the chair. 

National Senior Vice-President : I was instructed hy the 
National President to call the meeting to order at 1.30. We are 
now ten minutes late. If the ladies want to visit, we will take 
ten minutes more. 

Mrs. Bell of Wisconsin : I move that the password he now 
taken up. 

Seconded hy Mrs. Little of Wisconsin. [Carried.] 

Lizabeth A. Turner of Massachusetts : I understood the 
National President to say that she expects only the voting dele- 
gates of the Convention to be seated on this floor. 

National Senior Vice-President: All visiting members are 
requested to go into the gallery, and the Conductors will take up 
the password. 

National Senior Vice-President : Are the Conductors ready to 
report ? 

Conductors reported a number of ladies in the gallery without 
the national password. 

They were instructed by the National Senior Vice-President 
to retire to the ante-room and obtain the password from their 
Department Presidents. 

It was then asked if it was possible to obtain the password 
here, and stated that they were instructed to get the password 
from their Corps Presidents at home. 

Lizabeth A. Turner of Massachusetts : The Department Presi- 
dent cannot give the password to the delegates, but she can vouch 
for them. 

The National Senior Vice-President then instructed the ladies 
without the password to retire to the ante-room and be vouched 
for. 

After some delay the conductors declared all present members 
of the Order. 

National Senior Vice-President : The Convention is now open 
for business. Is the Chairman of the Anderson ville Prison Board 
ready to report ? 
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REPORT OP COMMITTEE ON ANDER80NVILLE PRISON PROPERTY. 

Lizabeth A. Turner, Chairman : Ladies, T think that you all 
want to know what has been done with the Andersonville property 
within the past year, and I feel perfectly sure that you will keep 
quiet. 

Mrs, President and Members of the Fifteenth National Con- 
vention : In accordance with the rules of our Order, I submit to 
you the following report : — 

The Fourteenth National Convention voted to accept from 
the Department of Georgia, G.A.R., the property known as the 
Andersonville Prison Grounds, to hold in sacred trust in memory 
of the nearly eighteen thousand Union soldiers who gave up their 
lives there in the short space of eighteen months. A board of 
management was elected, consisting of five members, to hare 
charge of the improvements and to serve as trustees (with their 
successors in office) to hold the property in trust for the National 
Woman's Relief Corps. 

I had the honor to be elected Chairman of the Board, and 
immediately on my return home from National Convention had 
the titles of the property looked up, deeds drawn and registered, 
properly signed and placed in the hands of the National Presi- 
dent, as the proper custodian of the deeds. The Fourteenth 
National Convention also voted to ask each member of our Order 
to give five cents towards raising a fund for the improvement of 
the grounds ; such money to be raised as the Corps deemed best. 
I at once issued circulars to each Corps asking for the contribu- 
tions. Many have complied, as the report of National Treasurer 
will show. 

In mid-winter, I received a letter from a comrade in Indiana 
who was familiar with the grounds, asking what improvements 
we intended making there, and closed his letter by saying, " I 
suppose you know you don't own the northwest corner of the 
stockade." I can assure you this came as a surprise to me, as I 
had been assured we owned it all. I at once wrote to Major 
John S. Clem, who was then Department Commander of the 
Georgia G.A.R , and enclosed him the Indiana comrade's letter. 
Major Clem answered, that we owned every inch of the land and 
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rods and rods beyond the stockade and earthworks. His letter 
being satisfactory, I rested content. 

About the first of May I thought it would be nice to have a 
map of the land to show at Convention. I wrote the com- 
mittee for their opinion and they all approved the plan. I 
put myself in communication with Mr. Frank Reiman of Atlanta, 
Ga., who was the original surveyor of the land when the G.A.R. 
bought it ; he sent me a small sketch of what the map would be 
with forts and lines of earthworks and the prison pen stockade. 
Imagine my astonishment when I saw a triangular line drawn across 
the north end of the stockade, throwing it out of our property. 
I wrote at once to the newly-elected Commander of Georgia 
G.A.R. , enclosing him the Indiana comrade's letter, also the little 
map, with Past Department Commander Clem's letter, asking an 
explanation. 

Commander Averill replied, that he knew we did not own 
the north corner ; that it lay in another county ; was not owned 
by the man from whom the other land was purchased, and the 
owner would not sell the corner unless they bought his whole 
farm of two hundred acres. Of course the Department of 
Georgia G.A.R. could not buy such an amount of land. Major 
Clem was perfectly honest in his assertions to me. He was not 
living in Georgia when the land was bought, and as they owned 
plenty of laud outside the stockade on three sides, he had no 
reason to think they did not own just the same on the fourth side. 

Of course, to own that bit of land became my sole aim and 
object in life. I knew Commander Averill was going to Ander- 
sonville Memorial Day, one hundred and sixty-five miles from 
his home, and the man that owned this coveted bit of land 
lived in Americus, thirteen miles farther on. I asked him to 
write Mr. Russell, one of the owners, to meet him at Anderson- 
ville, and see if it was possible to get the land we wanted. 
Things looked very doubtful. In the meantime I had submitted 
my correspondence in the matter to the other members of the 
Board. 

They all agreed that we ought to have it if we could get it 
at a reasonable price. Finally, Commander Averill saw the 
owner, and after much correspondence between them, the owner 
agreed to sell the piece we wanted. I then wanted an option 
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on the land until National Convention, that I might place the 
matter before you for your decision. This the owner would not 
do, as there were men that were looking for land in that vicinity, 
and he wanted to sell the whole if he could. The National Presi- 
dent approved of taking the land at once. 

Commander Averill thought we should not wait a day, for 
if other parties bought the land we could not get it at all, as this 
triangular piece runs up into the center of his best cotton field 
and is high level land.^ Well ! Ladies, we have bought it, four- 
teen and one-half acres, and now we ask your approval of the act. 

I make the following recommendations ; — 

Recommendation No, 1. That the Andersonville Board be 
obligated and the members of the Board be voting members of 
the National Convention while they are members of the Board. 

Recommendation No, 2. That the President of the Ex- 
Prisoners of War Association be ex officio member of the Ander- 
sonville Board. 

Recommendation No. 3. That there be an Advisory Board 
appointed to serve two years, consisting of James A. Averill, 
Atlanta, Department Commander of Georgia; Thomas Frame, 
Superintendent Andersonville Cemetery, and W. W. De Haven, 
Past Commander E. S. Jones Post of Macon, Ga., where the idea 
of purchasing this property first started. I consider this Board 
of the utmost importance to us, as we need friends in Georgia to 
consult with who are interested in our work of improvement. 

Recommendation No, 4. That the vote to build a stockade 
be rescinded, and that we fence the whole eighty-eight and a 
half acres with a strong wire fence. This is positively necessary, 
as we can make no improvements until we keep people from 
trespassing on the grounds. 

Recommendation No. 5. That the Board place a care-taker 
there as soon as the house is ready for occupancy, or before, if 
they consider it necessary. 

Recommendation No. 6. That we build a house~for a care- 
taker, where persons visiting the place may find accommodations 
for a night or so ; said house to have seven or eight rooms 
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and such shed and conveniences as are needed. Also that a well 
be bored, and both house and well shall not cost over $1,500. 

Recommendation No, 7. That we set aside for the use of 
the care-taker for a garden such parts of the land outside the 
stockade as is contained in the new purchase. 

Recommendation No, 8. That we begin next spring to seed 
down to grass the ground known as the " prison pen.'* No com- 
mon grass seed will live there. We must use Bermuda grass 
seed. It has to be sowed in rows and transplanted to make it 
spread. It will be slow work and should be commenced at once. 
This grass makes very good turf in the South and never grows 
high enough to be cut, but will live in dry, hot sand — such as we 
have to deal with in Anderson ville. 

In closing, I wish to express my hearty thanks to Depart- 
ment Commander Averill for his helpfulness at all times. I 
should not have been able to accomplish what I consider of so 
much importance to us, had it not been for his assistance. He 
has given me much of his valuable time. I have asked him page 
after page of questions, which have all been promptly and 
courteously answered, and as I looked over his correspondence 
today I felt guilty when I saw how much of his time had been 
given to me. I can only say that I am grateful, and that the 
trinity of our aims are one. 

I also extend my thanks to Comrade Frank Reiman, who 
has done the work of surveying and resetting boundary stakes 
at only the cost of his time and expenses. Thomas Frame, 
Superintendent of the National Cemetery, has looked out for the 
releasing of the land, the building of a bridge, and has acted as 
our general care-taker; and I am afraid I have sometimes 
imposed upon him because he was " on the spot *' and could give 
information concerning matters constantly transpiring there — 
and he too should receive our sincere thanks. 

This most sacred trust which has fallen to our keeping is an 
honor which reflects great credit upon the Woman's Relief 
Corps — of which every member may be justly proud, as she is 
one of the actual owners of a property whose title cannot be 
questioned, and whose memories should inspire us all to noblest 
endeavor. 
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lu closing, I wish to express, on behalf of the Board, our 
warm appreciation of the splendid response to our call for 
contributions, which will enable us to put the property in a fair 
condition. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

LizABETH A. Turner, Massachusetts, Chairman. 
Annie Wittenmyer, Pennsylvania. 
Emma R. Wallace, Illinois. 
Margaret Ray Wickins, Kansas. 
Charlotte J. Comings, Pennsylvania. 

Mrs. Turner : Commander Averill brought me the deed to 
the new purchase Tuesday evening, and it was placed in the hands 
of the National President. To say that I was happy does not ex- 
press it. 

Mrs. Bell of Wisconsin : Mrs. President, I move the adoption 
of the report of the committee as a whole. 

Seconded by Mrs. Skeel of Wisconsin. 

Mrs. Nichols of New York : I wish to offer an amendment to 
that motion, " That the Fifteenth National Convention endorse the 
purchase of this property, but that we act on the resolutions 
seriatitn" 

Seconded by Mrs. Phillips of New York. 

The amendment was accepted by Mrs. Bell, and the motion, 
as amended, was carried by a rising vote. 

Mrs. Turner : The first recommendation, which is not a recom- 
mendation, is that I want the sanction of the Convention for the 
purchase of that land, as I feel that it should have come before the 
Convention before the purchase was made, but we had to take it at 
once, as there was a man who wanted to buy it for his farm. 

Mrs. Phillips of New York : I move that the Convention 
ratify the action of the Andersonville Board in the purchase of 
this property. 

Seconded by Mrs. Gruelich of Illinois. 

Mrs. Ransford: Mrs. President, inasmuch as this land has 
been already purchased by the Board, I do not see what the Con- 
vention can do but ratify this purchase. 

Mrs. Phillips of New York : Mrs. President, my motion was 
that this Convention ratify the action of the Andersonville Prison 
Board in the purchase of this property. 
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Mrs. Wittenmyer of Pennsylvania: We don't want any 
action in the courtesy line. Are you willing that any part of the 
property, on which men suffered and died, should be ruled out of 
our jurisdiction for a paltry sum, the whole expense being less 
than three hundred dollars. I am not. 

Rising vote taken and carried. 

Mrs. Charity Rusk Craig of Wisconsin : I move that a vote 
of thanks be extended to the Board for their prompt action in the 
purchase of this property. 

Seconded by many. [Carried.] 

Recommendation No. 1. Approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Bell of Wisconsin and seconded by Mrs. 
Lockhart of Massachusetts, that this recommendation be adopted. 
[Carried.] 

Recommendation No. 2. Moved by Mrs. Fannie D. Hardin 
of Colorado and seconded by Martha A. Chapin of California, that 
the recommendation be accepted. [Carried.] 

Recommendation No. 3. Moved by Margaret H. Griffith of 
Kansas and seconded by Cappilia M. Ladd of Massachusetts, that 
the recommendation be adopted. [Carried.] 

Recommendation No. 4. Moved by Mrs. Bell of Wisconsin 
and seconded by Mrs. Susan Gwilt of Oregon, that the recommen- 
dation of the committee be adopted. [Carried.] 

Recommendation No. 5. Moved by Mrs. Sarah A. C. Plum- 
mer of Michigan and seconded by Mrs. Eleanor B. Wheeler of 
Massachusetts, that the recommendation be adopted. 

Mrs. Gorsuch of Indiana : Are we not going deeply into debt 
for this Andersonville Prison Property? 

Mrs. Turner : No. We are not going into debt. We have 
in our hands, contributions from the noble women of our Order, a 
sum of now over $3,000, at which I am more pleased than I can 
express. I want to say one thing, that the little Department of 
Connecticut, my own native State, at its Department Convention 
contributed five cents per member and many dollars beside. 

Mrs. Phillips : Mrs. President, before this vote is taken, 
what is to be done with the care-taker? There may be some 
inquiries about it. Is the care-taker to be paid a salary? 

Mrs. Turner : He is to be paid a small salary, but a garden 
spot will be set aside for hii;n on which he can raise his own vege- 
tables, and thus reduce the cost of living, or else he can plant it in 
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cotton and sell the cotton and thus buy his vegetables. There 
would be no use in purchasing the land unless we could put some 
one there to take care of it. As I am a real down-Easter there 
will be no danger of my getting into debt. 

I will be very glad indeed to answer any questions that will 
make this plainer. I suppose that I have been through it so often 
that it seems plain to me. 

Mrs. Phillips of New York : That is just the reason we 
wanted the recommendations acted upon separately, — in order 
that the whole Convention may understand it. 

Mrs. Gorsuch of Indiana : Will this care-taker be a Union 
veteran? 

Mrs. Turner of Massachusetts : He is, and a comrade of 
Indiana. I did not dare to take him from Massachusetts for fear 
I would be considered partial. 

It was then asked where the money for the improvements 
was to come from. 

Mrs. Turner : We will never make one cent of improvement 
on the property when we cannot see the money coming in to pay 
for it. 

Mrs. Streeter of Massachusetts : I want to ask if there is any 
revenue to be received from this property, in allowing visitors to 
go over the grounds, and keeping them over night? 

Mrs. Turner : Whatever should be taken in would have to be 
given to the care-taker, to reimburse him for necessary expenses. 

Mrs. Wadsworth, Chief Conductor, reported that five gentlemen 
from the Citizens' Committee of Cincinnati were in waiting. 

Moved by Mrs. Wittenmyer and seconded by Mrs. Sine, 
that business be suspended and the gentlemen received. [Carried.] 

Reception Committee retired to the ante-room and escorted 
the gentlemen to the platform, while the pianist played "Marching 
through Georgia." 

National President : Ladies, I have the pleasure of intro- 
ducing to you the Citizens' Committee of Cincinnati, and I also 
have the pleasure of presenting to you Stephen M. Long, Adju- 
tant-General of the National Association of Union Ex-Prisoners 
of War. Ladies, salute I Gentlemen, I am very glad to meet 
you. 

The National President then introduced Mr. W. B. Melish, 
Chairman of Citizens' Committee of Cincinnati. 
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Mr. Melish: Mrs. President and Ladies of the Woman's 
Relief Corps. It is a pleasure to any citizen of the city of Cin- 
cinnati to represent his beautiful city at any time, and present 
her claims. It is a distinguished honor to-day to present the 
Queen City of the United States to the Queens of the Grand 
Army of the Republic. In our sojourn in this beautiful city of 
Buffalo our committee has been impressed with one thing forcibly, 
and that is the great influence upon the community exercised by 
the Grand Army of the Republic and its co-ordinate bodies. The 
old fire of war, the old touch of shoulder to shoulder on the part of 
the old veterans of war, the old spirit of helpfulness, of self sacri- 
fice of position and of power, the work in home and hospital on 
the part of those dear women who were the mothers, wives, sisters 
and sweethearts of the boys in blue from '61 to '65, — all these we 
delight to honor and they are the most striking object lessons to 
those of the coming generations. But it is in my opinion the 
earnest, active, progressive and aggressive women of today to 
whom we are most indebted, as a people, in culture, in art, in all 
that goes to make up the best type of American citizenship. Is it 
any wonder, then, that the people of Cincinnati have sent us to 
this organization, asking that you bring this organization of 
earnest women to the city of Cincinnati in 1898? We come be- 
fore you as a citizens' committee, representing all of the citizens. 
Your works are known to us : works of relief, as an incentive to 
all the best impulses in the community in which you live, and the 
assistance which you give in the teaching of the lessons of patriot- 
ism in the public schools of the country. But these characteris- 
tics, all these, are -known the world over, and the women of 
Cincinnati, hearing and knowing these things, ask you to come to 
them in 1898, to their hearts and their homes. It is useless for 
me to say in the presence of so intelligent a body, much about the 
city of Cincinnati. You all know of its charm ; of its breadth and 
depth of hospitality; its echoes from its college of music, with its 
six hundred pupils, from its art school, from that peculiarly 
woman's work, the Rookwood Pottery ; the extent of its parks, 
the charm of its unrivalled suburbs, and the variety of its other 
resources on water and on land. All these are yours whenever you 
come to see us. I will not allude to the six hundred miles or 
more of paved streets that we have, because when you come to 
Cincinnati, you are to ride, not walk. I was tempted to make an 
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allusion to our beautiful Spring Grove Cemetery, but in the 
presence of so live a body as the Woman's Belief Corps, I think 
I need not comment on so dead a subject. We want you to come 
to us. Our committee of six have been early at work, in season 
and out of season. We have had a most solicitous regard for the 
health and the votes of the members of the Grand Army Encamp- 
ment; but we especially want the co-operation, the support and 
the approbation of the ladies of the Woman's Relief Corps. We 
do not want the National Encampment if we do not have the 
ladies. We can do without the Encampment ; if you come alone 
we will be happy, for such is your influence and your support. 
We come to you rather in the light of brothers in distress. We 
want you to be sisters to us, and we want you to aid us in 1898. 
Now, the eloquent gentlemen who will present our claims to the 
Grand Army of the Republic in its National Encampment will 
probably tell them about the great men of Ohio. It is a habit 
these men have of gratifying themselves, but I speak to you of the 
more noble women of Ohio, the mothers of Grant, Sherman, Gar- 
field, of Stanton and of Chase ; and I speak to you of that Ohio 
woman, that dear old lady at Canton ; whose tender eyes are even 
now following the footsteps of her soldier boy, McKinley. I speak 
to you, also, of the widows and wives of the illustrious soldiers of 
Ohio, ind the widow of the lamented Garfield ; for that lady who 
is the typical wife, that charming and lovable first lady of the 
land, to whom we all delight to give homage, Mrs. McKinley. All 
these in Ohio, from the lake on the North to the river upon the 
South, unite in one sentence, " Ladies of the Woman^s Relief 
Corps, come to our hearts and our homes in 1898." 

" Come in the evening or come in the morning, 
Come when you're looked for, or come without warning ; 
A Cincinnati welcome you'll find there before you, 
And the oftener you come, the more we'll adore you." 

National President: You are perhaps aware that we are the 
auxiliary of the Grand Army of the Republic ; and wherever the 
Grand Army of the Republic goes, there the Woman's Relief 
Corps goes too. If the Grand Army of the Republic accepts your 
invitation, allow me to say that I should be delighted to accept it 
also. We most certainly would be delighted to accept your hospi- 
tality. 
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They were then escorted from the hall, the pianist playing 
appropriate music. 

The National President introduced Mr. Stephen M. Long. 

Mr. Long : Mrs. President and Ladies of the Woman's Relief 
Corps. I am come upon an exceedingly pleasant duty. I have 
been appointed by the National Association of the Union Ex- 
Prisoners of War to present to you its greeting, which I will read 
first ; — 

Besolvedy That the National Association of Union Ex-Prisoners of 
War, in Annual Convention assembled, do hereby extend cordial greet- 
ings to the Woman's Relief Corps, now in session at Buffalo, and bid 
them Godspeed in their work of aiding those who, during the dark days 
of the Rebellion, stood shoulder to shoulder in battle array, ready, if 
necessary, to give their lives for the flag and country they loved. 

Resolved, That we recognize the fact that, had it not been for **the 
hand of woman," our own sufferings in the prison pens of the South, in 
many cases, would have been more unbearable, and the comrades of this 
Association can most sincerely bear testimony to the noble army of 
women, who since the war, have banded together to aid and help the 
soldier at every opportunity. 

Besolved^ That a committee of three comrades be appointed to 
convey to the Woman's Relief Corps, now in session, these resolutions. 

Whereas, The grounds at Andersonville Prison have been pur- 
chased, and placed in charge of the Woman's Relief Corps, with 
representatives on their Board from the Grand Army of the Republic ; 

Besolvedy That we urgently request that the National Association 
of Union Ex-Prisoners of War be represented in said Board, to the end 
that we may unite with them in preserving said grounds as may be 
deemed best. 

Besolved^ That a special committee of three be appointed to convey 
to the Woman's Relief Corps, now in session, this resolution and urge 
its adoption. 

In presenting these resolutions, Mrs. President, the National 
Association of Ex-Prisoners of War feel that they have a strong 
interest in the ground which it concerns. You know, and the 
records show the number of boys who gave their lives for the flag 
they loved in that stockade ; and I had the pleasure of looking over 
the other morning the deeds showing that you had received the 
title to these grounds. We ask that we may be represented there, 
and that we may aid in the preservation of this ground, and I 
believe that in the future it will become the Mecca of hundreds. 
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not only of the boys who haye been there, but of their descend- 
ants. When we look back and see the sufferings that have been 
there in that stockade, and when we think of the spring that was 
put there by the providence of God, we feel that we desire to aid 
you in that work, and I am authorized to say that, if in any way 
the Association of the Union Ex-Prisoners of War can aid you in 
preserving that ground, we desire to do so. We stand ever ready 
to do so. 

Mrs. Turner: I want to say that this Convention decidedly 
got ahead of you. That resolution to put your Association on this 
Board passed this Convention some hours ago. 

National President : I wish to express the appreciation of this 
Convention for the greeting of your association. We are delighted 
to send word through you that a member of your association will 
be on the Board. 

The gentlemen were then escorted from the hall. 

National President : Ladies, we will now have the pleasure of 
receiving a delegation from the Daughters of Veterans. 

It was then announced that the army nurses were awaiting 
admittance, and the National President instructed the Keception 
Committee to escort them to the platform. 

The army nurses and the Daughters of Veterans were then 
escorted to the platform. 

National President : Ladies, I have the very great pleasure of 
presenting to you these dear army nurses. Ladies, salute. Allow 
me to present to you Mrs. Hazen, who bears the greeting of the 
Association of Army Nurses. 

Mrs. Hazen : Officers and members of the Woman's Relief 
'Corps, I have the honor and the pleasure to come before you to 
present to you the greetings of the National Association of Army 
Nurses. They were the workers for the boys in blue years ago ; 
you have taken up the work so bravely here at home, and we feel 
that we are with you because most of us are members of the 
Woman's Relief Corps. Our work for the soldier did not end in 
the hospital or on the battlefield, but has continued since ; and, as 
a band of army nurses, we beg to bring you greetings and wish 
you prosperity as in the past. I will not take your time, but as a 
member of the Woman's Relief Corps and as an army nurse, I 
bid you Godspeed in your work, and so do all the army nurses 
who have not been able to be with you this morning. I have been 
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with them all the morning in their convention, and their greetings 
to you are tender, true and loyal. 

National President : Mrs. Hazen, I wish to express to you 
the great honor you have conferred by coming to us with the 
greetings of these dear army nurses. There has no greater 
honor come to this Convention than your visit. We appreciate it 
greatly. 

Mrs. Hazen : I also bring to you a little souvenir. This 
spoon comes to you from Valley Forge, where the boys of '76 
handed down this emblem of liberty, that this great organization 
of women should today exist. 

National President : Many pleasant things have come to me 
during this last year, many beautiful things have been placed in 
my hands, but none will be more highly prized than that which 
comes from the hands of the army nurses. 

Mrs. Hazen : With your permission, I will present this spoon 
as a special offering to Mrs. Fannie Boyden, Past Department 
President of Pennsylvania. 

National President : Now, ladies, I am going to ask the 
privilege of presenting to you a dear old lady from my own State ; 
one whom you all know by reputation, who is now in the 
National W.R.C. Home at Madison, my own dear old Mother 
Ransom. 

Mrs. Ransom : Madam President and my Sisters. I feel 
that you are all my sisters, and I cannot tell you the pleasure it 
affords me to come and look into your faces. I feel that I belong 
here with you, but duties have detained me elsewhere until the 
present. I hope to be with you for the remainder of the day, 
and I feel that it is such a pleasure to know that we belong to the* 
Woman's Relief Corps. I am proud of my sisters and I am proud 
of my sons. You know that I feel that the boys all belong to 
Mother Ransom ; and I have seen a great number of these noble 
young men, who were young men at the time I took care of them. 
And though they have grown somewhat older, they are just as dear 
to me as they were at the time that they were so helpless that I 
had to wash their feet. Dear sisters, I do not want to take your 
time, and I really thank you and feel that I am so much gratified 
to be with you. 

National President : We have heard the mothers and had 
the pleasure of looking into their faces. We also have a repre- 
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sentation here from the Daughters of Veterans. Ladies, salute ! 
Miss Cora B. Pike will address you. 

Miss Pike : Mrs. President, Members of this Conven- 
tion, and Sister Members of the Woman's Relief Corps. It 
gives me great pleasure to extend to you the greetings of the 
National Association of the Daughters of Veterans, and to say 
that we are trying to do our little work, and to assist the fathers 
in the same way that this noble organization, the Woman's Relief 
Corps, are doing. We have taken your deeds for lessons to our- 
selves. Many of us are members of the Woman's Relief Corps 
and we are very proud of it. But we are more than proud of the 
name we bear, the Daughters of Veterans. I am a thousand 
times obliged to you, and extend to you the sympathies of the 
National Association of the Daughters of Veterans. 

National President : We are certainly very much delighted 
to have the Daughters of Veterans with us, and if this Convention 
will pardon me for being personal in my remarks, I will say that I 
am more than proud of this organization, for my father was a veteran. 

The visitors were then escorted from the hall. 

Mrs. Turner then resumed her report. 

Mrs. Turner: Mrs. President, I will now continue with 
my report, and I will say here something, ladies, if you will 
remember that the recommendation before this was about salary. 
I will say that the man we propose to have there will not 
receive a very large salary. We give him the house, rent free of 
course. He can raise his own potatoes, enough to last him 
th]x>ugh the winter, or put the ground in cotton and sell it and 
buy his potatoes for the winter if he wishes. That is Recommen- 
dation No. 5. 

Question was called and the motion to adopt recommendation 
carried. 

Recommendation No, 6. Moved by Mrs. Reed of Massachu- 
setts and seconded by Mrs. Alford, that the recommendation be 
adopted. [Carried]. 

Recommendation No. 7. Moved by Mrs. Oilman of Massa- 
chusetts and seconded by Mrs. Skeel of Wisconsin, that the 
recommendation be adopted. [Carried.] 

Recommendation No. 8. Moved by Mrs. Turck of Michigan 
and seconded by Mrs. Briggs of Missouri, that the recommendation 
be adopted. [Carried.] 
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Moved by Mrs. Shepard of New York, that a rising vote of 
thanks be made and spread upon the records to James P. Averill, 
Department Commander of Georgia, Thomas Frame, and Frank 
Keiman of Georgia. Seconded by Ada G. Mohr of New York. 
[Carried.] 

Moved by Mrs. Scott of Ohio, that the report be adopted as a 
whole. Seconded by Mrs. Moeck of West Virginia. [Carried by 
a rising vote.] 

Mrs. Waterman of Massachusetts : I move that the chairman 
of this committee be authorized to visit Andersonville and make 
the arrangements for the carrying on of this work. Seconded by 
Nettie Parker of New York. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Turner : Mrs. President, there are in this Convention 
several members of the colored Corps in the South, from Virginia 
and North and South Carolina, who have paid their own expenses 
here to be present at this Convention, and their Corps Presidents 
are not present. I ask that they have a seat and a vote in this 
Convention. Seconded by Mrs. Colgan. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Turner : I am told, Mrs. President, that there is a mem- 
ber of a white Corps in Utah in the gallery, and I ask that she 
have the same privilege of a seat and a vote in this Convention. 
Seconded by Mrs. Chapin of California. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Hampton : I am very willing that the State of Utah 
should have a seat and a vote in this Convention, but may I ask if 
we are carrying out the Rules and Regulations ? 

Mrs. Turner : Mrs. President, we are the supreme body who make 
the Rules and Regulations with the privilege of suspending th^m. 

Mrs. Gorsuch of Indiana : Mrs. President, if the National Con- 
vention can do this, can we not do it in the Department Conventions ? 

National President : No, this is the supreme body. 

Charity Rusk Craig : This does not dispose of the question of 
the ladies being admitted. It only disposes of the right of our 
being able to discuss it. 

Moved by Mrs. Clark of Ohio, that the Rules and Regula- 
tions be suspended and the ladies admitted to seats in the Conven- 
tion. Seconded by Charity Rusk Craig of Wisconsin. [Carried 
by a rising vote.] 

National President : The Past Corps Presidents of these 
colored Corps in the South, and the one member from the Corps 
of Utah, who have all paid their own expenses to come to this 
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Convention, are allowed a seat and a vote in this* Convention in the 
absence of their regular Corps Presidents. 

Mrs. Hampton : I would object to this very distinctly were 
there no difference between these Corps and others ; that is that 
these Corps report to National Headquarters. I would like to call 
the attention of this Convention to the fact that the Department 
Conventions have no such authority, and I would like them also to 
consider and remember that they cannot make rules. This is a 
decided distinction from any other action that it might take. 

A delegation of ladies from the colored veterans was then 
announced, and Mrs. Wittenmyer, seconded by Mrs. Pickler, moved 
that they be admitted. [Carried.] 

The visitors were escorted to the platform and introduced to 
the Convention. 

Mrs. Williamena Scott of Missouri, in a few appropriate 
words on behalf of the colored veterans, presented the National 
President three bouquets of flowers, representing the national colors. 

National President : Will you please give these colored 
veterans my thanks for these flowers? Among my earliest recol- 
lections are the dear old black faces that were in my grandmother's 
home, the tenderest, the kindest, the truest and the most loyal 
people whom I have ever known. I know the deeds of the colored 
veterans, and I honor them for their bravery and their loyalty. 
Convey to them my heartfelt thanks for these kind expressions. 

Mrs. Scott then sang a song entitled "Let it Wave." 

National President : Allow me to present you a badge in the 
name of my own Department. Accept it with the Godspeed of 
the Department of Indiana. 

The delegation was then escorted from the hall. 

Mrs. Sherwood : Allow me to present to you Mrs. Alice C. 
Warrington. 

National President : Ladies, salute. 

Mrs. Sherwood : Mrs. President and Sisters of the Fifteenth 
National Convention. Both of us who come before you are mem- 
bers of the Woman's Relief Corps. Mrs. President, you will 
remember that we are called first to pay our respects to one of our 
own members, Lizabeth A. Turner, who helped us to organize in 
1890. We did not know if we could venture to appear again in 
this Convention, because your organization is so wonderful and 
ours so small. We reached the place where we now are, by 

15 
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organization. Oiir institution was organized to meet the needs of 
the boys and girls who come after their fathers and mothers, as 
it is said that when one starts the web God supplies the thread. 
Our association has settled down into steady workers, and I want 
to give you a sample piece of your own spinning, Mrs. Alice C. 
Warrington, principal of Bryant School. 

Mrs. Warrington : Mrs. President and fellow-workers. I want 
to say fellow- workers because my heart is as full of patriotism as 
yours. I come to you with greeting from the association repre- 
senting not only the Woman's Relief Corps, but also the Loyal 
Home Workers among the boys ajjd girls. I bring to you the 
warmest feeling possible, in sympathy and harmony with the pro- 
gressive work of patriotism. Our effort is to supply wherein you 
may possibly lack, because none of you can cover the whole field; 
and while you are so nobly doing the work among our aged 
soldiers, and the work that is so necessary as they are passing, 
one by one, to the far beyond, we feel that it is just as neces- 
sary that we should make loyal patriots ; that the five-year-old and 
the six-year-old should be educated up to patriotism and loyalty 
right on to maturity. My work and our work as Loyal Home 
Workers is to be a study circle in every sense of the word That 
we take up, for our own improvement and for the improvement of 
every man, woman and child with whom we come in contact, the 
education of patriotism. We would create by our conduct, in the 
hearts of this great nation, a love of patriotism for which our dear 
fathers, brothers and husbands have laid down their lives. We 
wish them to understand from a little different point of view from 
what many have understood in the past, and we bring you greet- 
ings and wish a place in your hearts for the work which we are 
doing. We are striving to plant Old Glory everywhere. We 
want to have it on every schoolhouse, no matter how remote, and 
we wish to plant the kernel of patriotism in every distant little 
village, hamlet or town in the United States, and we want Old 
Glory, and that for which it stands, to be thoroughly understood. 
We want those boys and those girls in the different localities to 
know something of local history. We come to you with these 
greetings, we come to you with hearts full of patriotism from the 
educational standpoint, and to see that in every school patriotism 
is taught, and that the flag shall wave over every schoolhouse. 
This is our mission and as such we bring you greeting. 
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The National President then responded briefly. 

Mrs. Sherwood : Mrs. President, before retiring, I would like 
to say that at our annual election we elected life members of the 
Grand Army of the Republic and the Woman's Kelief Corps, who 
have given us aid and encouragement, and in this national election 
we have chosen two of the Past National Presidents, Mrs. Hamp- 
ton and Mrs. Turner, and our present National President and two 
of the Past Commanders-in-Chief, and in token of this, let me 
give you our little souvenir badge. We will send you our little 
forget-me-not badge just as soon as we can receive it. Let me 
invite you to our reception just around the corner this evening. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer : I hold in my hands a letter from my step- 
daughter, who introduces Mrs. Eunice M. Munger from Oklahoma 
City. I move that she be allowed a seat in the Convention. 

Seconded by Mrs. Eastman of New York. [Carried.] 

National President : We will now hear the report of the Com- 
mittee on Patriotic Instruction. 



REPORT OP COMMITTEE ON PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTION. 

Mrs. President and Members of the Fifteenth National Con- 
vention: I herewith present the report of the Committee on 
Patriotic Instruction. 

There is an old rhyme which runs : 

*' If every one would look 
To his own reforraation, 
How very easy it would be 
To reform a nation." 

This, we have found from experience, exemplifies the true 
status of affairs pertaining to the teaching of patriotism. 

We may learn of the deeds of the past, the records of bravery 
and heroism performed by the ancient Greeks and Romans, from 
the pages of history. Our blood will leap with enthusiasm as we 
hear the lays of the minstrels as they sing the songs of bygone 
days ; and as we listen to the charge of Spartan mothers who bade 
their sons " to return with their shields or upon them," we wonder 
if patriotism is extinct. Did love of country die with these 
heroes? 
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Then as our minds recall the charge of the Light Brigade, who 
rode into the jaws of death, into the mouth of hell, at Balaklava, 
and the deeds performed by the Union soldiers appear before us 
in such magnitude that they overwhelm us, our hearts are filled 
with enthusiasm and we wonder 

"Breathes there the man with soul so dead, 
Who never to himself hath said, 
This is my own, my native land? " 

All the patriotism and loyalty possible to sum into language 
seems bound into this, " my own native land." The American 
people had early been taught that no man can suffer too much, and 
no man can fall too soon, if he suffer or if he fall in the defense of 
the liberties and constitution of his country. But the American 
people are a busy people and often from a false sense of security 
allow weak places to appear in the bulwark of their country's 
defense that would otherwise be firm and strong. The proper way 
to reach the people and to gain their assistance in strengthening 
these bulwarks is what we are striving to attain. 

Immediately after our appointment as a committee, we pre- 
pared a circular, which, on being approved by the National Presi- 
dent, we sent to every Department, setting forth the possibilities 
of our work and asking the assistance of all in securing united 
efforts, and the information we so much desired. One of the 
points to which we called particular attention was the examina- 
tion of the various United States histories in use in our public 
schools, urging a fearless condemnation if found unsatisfactory and 
an equally fearless commendation if it met with their approval. 

For some reason unknown to your committee this particular 
point was touched upon by very few Departments ; but we have 
sown the seed and the harvest we hope will be reaped by our suc- 
cessors and our work will not have been in vain. From one, and 
one only, we received the reply that it was not the work of the 
W.R.C. to mix into the schools and to dictate what should be used. 
" Whatsoever affects humanity affects me,'' is a true saying, and it 
is the duty of every loyal American woman to be interested in the 
book upon which depend the records of the gravest crisis in our 
country's history. 

The teaching of patriotism in every form is the legitimate 
work of the Woman's Relief Corps and certainly demands our 
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united efforts. We feel sure that did you listen to the teaching 
of garbled history in the schools of the South as did your commit- 
tee, you would one and all join with us in the demand for a true 
history. But as we tell this to you an old adage recurs to our 
mind, " Physician, heal thyself '' ; and we know we have no right 
to cast a single stone at our brothers and sisters of the South until 
we have first swept from our own doorsteps the blot of disloyalty 
as set forth in the histories in use in many of the schools of the 
North. 

Public opinion is controlled by public sentiment, and public 
sentiment may be reached through the public schools, and so we 
can clearly see the necessity of demanding that the histories in use 
that will teach to our children the story of the " times which tried 
men's souls " shall be permeated with truth, with patriotism and 
with loyalty. 

On July 23 it was the privilege of the chairman of this 
committee to meet with the committee appointed by the Grand 
Army to examine the United States histories. The work per- 
formed by this committee has broadened from the examination of 
the histories alone into all lines of patriotic instruction, and their 
labors have resulted in much good. They were much pleased with 
the report of the work we had accomplished and also with our 
plans for the future, and have recommended in their report to the 
National Encampment that the assistance of the Woman's Kelief 
Corps be asked in advancing their work. 

All loyal people appreciate the work performed by this com- 
mittee, and the Woman's Relief Corps, as the representative order 
of loyal American women, desire to publicly thank these comrades 
who, in the face of condemnation and disapproval, have dared to 
stand for the truth. They have demanded that a true history 
shall be prepared to teach our children of the times when the 
awful sin of human slaveiy against the god-given rights of life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness demanded the full payment 
of its bond and exacted its pound of flesh through the blood of 
patriotic comrades. We have found the Declaration of Independ- 
ence charts, the Salute to the Flag and the Patriotic Primer have 
been used in every Department. These are the foundation stones 
upon which we are building our structure. 

We regret that many committees failed to report until they 
had been written time and again, and even then we were obliged 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



230 FIFTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 

to depend upon the kindness of the Department President to sup- 
ply the report. Reports have heen received from the following 
States : California, Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Massachu- 
setts, Minnesota, New Hampshire, New York, Ohio, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, Potomac, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Vermont, 
Michigan and Missouri. 

All of these Departments have told of the increase of interest 
through the use of the Salute to the Flag, the observance of the 
anniversaries and the Citizen's Sunday. Many report special 
work performed, as follows : California, which originated the Citi- 
zen's Sunday, reports the observance of the day and great interest 
aroused by this plan. This Department adopted at their last Con- 
vention a resolution condemning the caricaturing of our public 
men. Special mention must be given in this Department, where 
all are so good, to the public schools of Los Angeles, where both 
teachers and scholars are required to memorize " The Red, White 
and Blue" and "America." Connecticut sends a good report, 
although not complete, owing to so many Corps not reporting. 

In one district the number of school children using the Salute 
to the Flag numbers 11,509, in another, 17,040, another, 1,060, 
while one parochial school of New Hartford reports the national 
holidays observed, flag salute given daily and patriotism taught all 
the time. The Patriotic Primer is not approved by this committee 
and they desire something better adapted to the needs of pupils 
and teachers. The histories in use in this Department are con- 
demned. 

Illinois was the first Department to send in a report, and in 
spite of the fact that the chairman was seriously indisposed almost 
the whole year, still good work was accomplished. The contests 
originated by this Department and approved by the committee last 
year were reported and much good accomplished as the result. 
Patriotic books, badges and flags were Used as prizes. Flag day 
and the date of the admission of the State into the Union were 
universally observed. The histories in use in the schools were 
examined and disapproved. 

Indiana reports only a few Corps committees reporting, but 
fortunately the work in this Department was in the hands of Mrs. 
Samantha West Miller, who is an energetic, enthusiastic worker 
and has raised at the head of this Department the banner bearing 
the inscription " Excelsior." Mrs. Miller has reported much work 
accomplished throughout the State and an effort made to pass a 
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bill requiring the proper observtince of Memorial Day, and the 
floating of the flag from every schoolhou^e. The examination of 
the histories was so thoroughly performed by the G.A.R. com- 
mittee it was not deemed necessary to take up this point. 

Iowa sends a good report. In addition to the flag salute, charts 
and primers, she has used the contests very successfully, using 
both gold and silver medals as prizes. Contestants are selected to 
represent some district and they contend for the gold medal. 
They report much interest aroused through this plan. No exam- 
ination of histories reported. 

Massachusetts, as she always does, sends in a splendid report. 
An increased interest is reported and thorough work. Mrs. Deane, 
the chairman, has done heroic work, and reports that the Depart- 
ment held the charts and primers as supplies and issued them to 
Corps. The schools at Fall River were the first to make a com- 
plete success of this work, all of them being supplied with flags^ 
charts and primers, chiefly through the efforts of Mrs. Deane, as this 
is her home. The work of the examination of histories was 
put into the hands of a separate committee and the work was well 
done. This committee reports dissatisfaction, but the promise of 
the publishers to make the required corrections and revisions. 

Michigan has done good work all along the line. They have 
adopted a visiting blank which has been very successful in this 
Department, but which ybur committee consider too expensive for 
general use, as the great number of questions used would in many 
cases prove a hindrance to gaining the important information 
required. The G.A.R. of this Department have oflBcially recog- 
nized the work by endorsing it through general orders. 

Minnesota, too, has a good report. They have adopted visit- 
ing blanks, and at their last Convention endorsed them and also the 
work of the humane societies through the Bands of Mercy* 
The State Board of Education of this Department send, throughout 
the State, a public lecturer on patriotism to talk to the different 
institutes, thus reaching a people that it would in many cases be 
impossible to reach in any other way. This is a step in advance 
of any other Department and one we hope will be followed by 
others. 

New York has done a grand work in the examination of his- 
tories ; this work was put in the hands of Mrs. Kate E. Jones who 
did her work well. She carefully examined figures, facts and 
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records, and made her work so complete that on meeting with the 
committee of the G.A.R. and submitting it to them they incorpo- 
rated it into their report, giving her credit for her work and pub- 
licly commending it. The committee on teaching patriotism also 
did good work in the introduction of the salute and the charts. 

Ohio was fortunate in having as the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Examination of Histories that loyal patriotic worker Kate 
B. Sherwood, who has for so many years given so much of her time 
to patriotic work. After giving at some length the report of the 
work done she particularly calls attention to the illustration in 
most of the books, noting the fact that in one of the best known 
histories there is no picture of the Stars and Stripes excepting in 
connection with the revolutionary times. 

Oregon reports much interest in this line of work and great 
progress being made. This Department deserves especial credit 
because of its grand work among the pupils and teachers as well. 

Pennsylvania sends word they are rapidly taking rank with 
their sister States. The State was thoroughly canvassed by the 
committee and rituals sent to every county superintendent. All 
reported the receipt of the same and seemed pleased with the out- 
look. A thorough examination of the histories in use was made 
and all seemed anxious to teach only such histories as were fair 
and impartial to the veterans. 

Potomac reports 123 schoolhouses 'in the district and 123 
flags float from them. The flag salute is given in about half of 
them weekly and monthly. No examination of histories. 

South Dakota sends the most complete report received, 
answering the questions as best they could, but nevertheless 
answering all of them. The same cry comes from this however, 
^* that so many of the Corps have failed to report." 

So it is very easy to see that the greatest hindrance to our 
work is in the failure of local Corps to report what has been accom- 
plished. We had hoped to report, or at least estimate, the number 
of children giving the salute to the flag, that we might show to 
the world the magnificent work we are doing. We believe this 
work is our own and deserves to be well done or not at all. 

Believing this will be the opinion of this Convention we 
recommend : — 

1. That an officer be appointed in both National and Depart- 
ment to be known as Patriotic Instructor, whose duty shall consist 
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in superintending all lines of patriotic instruction, and who shall 
report as all other officers to the Conventions, both Department 
and National, and the Department Instructor shall appoint as many 
assistants as she may deem advisable. 

2. That Rules and Regulations shall be changed to provide 
for such additions and revisions as are necessary to provide for 
these officers. 

3. That the President shall appoint a committee to prepare 
blanks on which these reports shall be made. 

There is no reason why patriotism should be allowed to die 
out among the people at large, or why in the education of the chil- 
dren it should not be recognized as a powerful lever for good. If 
song and story of heroes of war and peace have helped to make our 
land more desirable, then let us repeat them to our children in the 
seed-time of life, in order that they may ripen into a glorious har- 
vest. Let us teach the rising generation that the heroes of by- 
gone days can be repeated in the citizens of today, and thus lead 
them to greater and better things. For the great are great, and 
we desire to take no steps backward, but rather advance upward 
and onward. There is no other way by which we can reach the 
men of tomorrow, save through the boys of today. We need no 
other way, no royal road, if we will improve the opportunities 
before us. Today is our golden opportunity, let us grasp it ; every 
moment lost makes it harder to reach ; let us be true to our- 
selves and true to our country. 

We desire to extend our thanks to the G.A.R. committee for 
assistance and information so kindly given us. To Capt. Wallace 
Foster, who, with his charts, primers and salutes, as well as his 
words of encouragement, has done more for the teaching of patriotism 
than can Jbe told, we have but the most grateful thanks. Always 
ready with pen and means to assist in the work, he has helped many 
weary hearts to brave the storm of indifference. His aims are noble ; 
strive to attain them, and a grander manhood and womanhood can 
but result. Your committee most heartily recommend the con- 
tinued use of his manuals. Last year the Convention endorsed the 
work of the Humane Society as set fojth in the work of the Bands 
of Mercy. As we believe nothing so adds to true manhood and wo- 
manhood as gentle attributes of mercy, we approve this work. The 
American Flag Company has continued its favors to the W.R.C. 
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through the contribution of the flag salute manuals, for which our 
thanks are extended. 

To you, Mrs. President, for the pleasure of raising our voices 
for our common country, we have but the kindest thoughts. As 
we bring this lengthy paper to a close, let us urge united efforts 
and eternal vigilance upon all, that we may have a history that will 
set forth the fact that the Union was right, and will always be right ; 
and that the rebellion was a conflict between right and wrong, and 
that the right was victorious. 

Let us join with one accord in this cause, and make the demand 
so loud and strong that the publishers of American histories will 
know that American mothers demand that their children shall be 
taught the truth. Then, and not until then, can we sing ** My 
Country, 'tis of thee, sweet land of liberty," and know that we are 
voicing the sentiments of the North and the South and the East and 
the West, in this grand work. General Grant is said to have required 
his commanders to set their watches with his on the eve of battle, 
that none would be behind time. "* 

Forty-seven States and Territories are waiting for the keynote 
of the American school idea. Let it be patriotism first, last and 
all the time. Patriotism in our schools, in our churches, and in our 
homes ; in our histories, in our reading lessons and on our walls; 
and then will rise the universal cry from North, from South, from 
East and from West, '^ We give our heads and our hearts to God 
and our country, one country, one language, one flag." 
Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Flo Jamison Miller, Illinois, Chairman, 
Alida Rule, Tennessee. 
Calista R. Jones, Vermont. 
Isabella Worrell Ball, Potomac. 
Eunice C. Quick, Minnesota. 
Sarah C. Borland, California. 

National President : Ladies, you have heard the report of the 
Committee on Patriotic Teaching. What is your pleasure? 

Moved by Mrs. Gwilt of Oregon, seconded by Mrs. Clary of 
New York, that the report 'be adopted. 

Moved by Mrs. Griffith of Iowa, as an amendment, that the 
report be accepted, but the recommendations be acted upon 
seriatim. 
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Mrs. Hollen E. Day of Missouri : We are always changing 
our Kules and Eegulations, and I think that in our patriotic 
teaching it could be done. I would like to know what the Press 
Committee are appointed for but to promulgate what has been done 
in our Convention ; and if every intelligent teacher (and a teacher 
should be intelligent) will read the newspapers, she will find what 
the Woman's Belief Corps are doing, and I am in favor of adopt- 
ing this report as a whole. 

Mrs. Griffith : It was to save expense and to act understand- 
ingly that I made the amendment which I did. It means a 
change in the Bules and Kegulations. It means a new set of fiags, 
and new blanks, and there are very few women in this Convention 
but who have complained about the number of blanks we are com- 
pelled to make and fill out. I am not prepared to say that I will 
vote against any recommendation of the chairman of this commit- 
tee, but I feel that the Convention ought to take it up and act on 
it separately. 

Mrs. Miller: I would like to say that before making this 
recommendation, your committee corresponded with Mr. Stillings 
in regard to the expense of changing Eules and Kegulations and 
printing necessary blanks. He said it would be very little. What 
is everybody's business is nobody's business, and we have failed to 
get any of the work done by the Departments. If the work of 
patriotism is worthy to be taken up by the Woman's Relief Corps, 
then let us do it right and give it the position it deserves, and 
hand it up from the local Corps to the Departments, and from the 
Departments to the National, and then you will have the actual 
work of the Corps and the actual work of your committees, and in 
the reports of the National officers and committees. 

The vote was then taken and the amendment lost. 

The original motion was then put and carried. 

Mrs. Putnam of New York : This inquiry comes to me : " If 
the High School is large enough, do you think the National Presi- 
dent would extend her invitation to the Assistant National 
Inspectors ? " 

National President : Certainly, if the room is large enough. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer: I understand that there is an army 
nurse in the gallery who could not get in below. She could not 
get in at all unless she was a member of this Order, and I make 
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this motion, that all army nurses who are memhers of the 
Woman's Relief Corps be accorded seats on the floor of this house. 

Seconded by Mrs. Eastman of New York. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Bell of Wisconsin : As there are many members of the 
Woman's Relief Corps who will be compelled to leave for home 
tomorrow afternoon, and as many of the members of the Grand 
Army of the Republic will leave, and their wives will have to go 
with them, I move that we proceed with the election of officers 
tomorrow morning at ten o'clock. 

Seconded by Mrs. Little of Wisconsin. 

Mrs. Turner : It would be better to say that it be the first 
order of business in the morning. 

The amendment was accepted and the motion, as amended, 
carried. 

Mrs. Sherwood: I have an announcement to make. It is 
only four letters. 0-H-I-O in 1898. Our eloquent Department 
President will do her part to extend the invitation to Cincinnati, 
but in the name of myself I want to say that all the best of Ohio 
is at your disposal. 

Mrs. Cressinger, Department President of Ohio : To the 
North, to the South, to the East, to the West, we extend a cordial 
welcome to Ohio, in 1898. 

Senior- Vice Department President of Ohio : Mrs. President 
and Members of the Convention. I am not much of a speech- 
maker, but you don't know how happy it makes me feel. As a 
resident of Cincinnati and a member of the Department of Ohio, I 
want to extend to you the right hand of fellowship and an invita- 
tion to come to us in 1898. 

Moved by Mrs. Turner and seconded by many that a vote of 
thanks be offered for this invitation. [Carried.] 

National President: You will now hear the report of the 
committees appointed by the last National Convention to report 
on the status of the alternate-at-large. 

Mrs. Turner: In the absence of Mrs. Wales, chairman of the 
committee, and as Mrs. Wallace, the next member of the committee, 
is very hoarse, I present the report of the committee : 

Mrs. President and Members of the Fifteenth National Con- 
vention, W.R.C.: The committee, to which "Resolution No. 16" 
was referred by the Fourteenth National Convention, has the honor 
to make the following report. 
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The resolution is as follows : 

Whereas, The Rales and Reflations in Sects. 5 and 6, Art. II., of 
Chap. IV., specify the meml)ership of the National Convention; and 

Whereas, A delegate and alternate-at -large are elected in addition 
to and apart /rom the delegates pro rata; 

Sesolvedj That the altemate-at-large shall only be entitled to a seat 
in National Convention, in the absence of the delegate-at-large. 

Should a vacancy occar in both places, the same to be filled as pro- 
vided in Sect. 3 of Art. V., Chap. III. 

The preamhle appears to clearly define the reasons for the 
adoption of the resolution, and the Eules and Regulations in Sect. 
5 of Art. II., Chap. IV., support the same, viz. : " Each Depart- 
ment, whatever its membership, shall be entitled to one delegate 
and a delegate-at-large." 

The committee, therefore, recommends : — 

First, That the resolution be adopted as presented. 

Second, That the following be added : " If the aforesaid 
vacancy should occur too late to be filled in the prescribed manner, 
the first delegate present shall take the place of delegate-at-large 
and perform the duties of the office." 

Third, That all rules and decisions heretofore adopted be 
rescinded or amended to conform with the above resolution. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Augusta -A. Wales, Massachusetts, Chairman. 
Emma R. Wallace, Illinois. 
LiZABETH A. Turner, Massachusetts. 

Committee. 



National President : Ladies, you have heard the report of this 
committee. What is your pleasure ? 

Moved by Mrs. Griffith of Iowa and seconded by Mrs. Sine 
of Illinois, that the report be accepted. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer: I am opposed to this resolution for this 
reason. In most of the Departments the choice of the delegate-at- 
large is made because of the ability of the person so elected. The 
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very choice of the delegation is the delegate-at-large. You place 
the name of the alternate-at-large opposite the name of the 
delegate-at-large. If the delegate-at-large is absent, of course the 
alternate-at-large takes her place. If the delegate-at-large is not 
there, and the alternate-at-large is not there, I should just go on 
down the line. 

" What line ? " was asked. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer : The line of alternates. It would prevent 
a great deal of confusion. I think the alternate-at-large should fill 
the first vacancy and go on down the line just that way. 

Mrs. Turner : If the delegate-at-large is not present, and the 
alternate-at-large is not present, then there is a vacancy below 
them. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer: Mrs. President, I don't believe that I 
have made it plain. I move that we strike out the word only. 

Mrs. Turner : That is exactly what we don't want. 

Mrs. Turner then read from the Rules and Regulations, 
Section 3, Article V., Chapter III. 

Mrs. Turner: This is the recommendation which provides 
that when the delegate-at-large is absent, then the alternate-at- 
large takes her place, and if the delegate-at-large and the alternate- 
at-large are both absent, then the first delegate elected takes the 
place of the delegate absent. 

Mrs. Hampton : We now have as many alternates as we have 
delegates. This delegate and alternate business was dreadfully 
witched up several years ago. I spent weeks getting it as it is 
now, and at the sixth Convention it was adopted as it is now, and 
I am sorry to seh it broken in upon and changed. We have an 
alternate for every delegate and delegate-at-large. We have these 
anyway. Those others are really one more, giving us really one 
more than we are entitled to in that Case. This is simply com- 
plimentary. They also have the same in the Grand Army of the 
Republic, and it entitles us to one more vote in Convention, and 
especially bringing the work back in better order. It seems to me 
that everything is now in good condition, and if we make another 
change we will confuse our people, and it will perhaps take us 
three or four years to get it into their heads ; and I think very 
many changes in these Rules and Regulations are so very con- 
fusing that the Departments do not know half the time where 
they are or what they are doing. 
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National President : If you will pardon me I would like to 
make a statement. There has heen no question which has come 
to National Headquarters more frequently than this very one you 
are now discussing. The question is, Who will represent the 
delegate-at-large if the de1egate-at-large and the alternate-at-large 
are hoth absent ? It comes to us time after time and it certainly 
is very much misunderstood. 

Mrs. Craig : The one effect that it must have will be to throw 
the alternate-at-large out of the line of succession in case the 
delegate-at-large is present. If we can make them thoroughly 
understand that the altemate-at-large is dropped from the line of 
succession if the delegate-at-large is present, it would be all right ; 
but I am not in favor of the recommendation. 

Mrs. Thorpe of Oregon : If the delegate-at-large has not the 
preference, why do you elect a delegate first ? I received more 
than two-thirds vote of the Department Convention, and the dele- 
gate-at-large was elected afterward. She was a candidate for 
delegate. Why do we elect a delegate before the delegate-at- 
large ? 

Mrs. Hampton : The delegate-at-large comes first on the list 
of representation and of course must be elected first. If any 
Department does not elect the delegate-at-large first it does wrong. 

Mrs. Gwilt of Oregon: I think if an explanation was made 
on the occasion of the position that the delegate-at-large holds in 
our Department, it would practically do away with this question. 
Our delegate* from Oregon has labored under an immense mistake 
ever since her election. I tried to explain that the delegate-at- 
large was the first representative, but she did not seem to 
understand it. And I think there are others in this Convention 
who misunderstand it in the same way, and I think that an 
explanation should be made that would settle the point forever. 

Mrs. Thorpe of Oregon : Mrs. President, that is not the 
question. I was not elected delegate-at-large. I was elected 
delegate. I did not want this lady's honors. 

National President: You were unquestionably elected dele- 
gate-at-large if you were elected before the other delegate. 

Mrs. Wallace of Illinois : Mrs. President, this resolution 
came last Convention from Massachusetts, and was referred to a 
committee for special consideration. Mrs. Hampton has made 
one point quite in favor of it when she says that the delegate-at- 
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large was only a complimentary position. Then is it right to 
have two complimentary positions in one Convention, and deprive 
a regularly elected alternate of one ? Delegates are elected 
according to the number, seven hundred to a delegate, the dele- 
gate-at-large representing the entire Department. This change 
proposes that if the delegate-at-large was present, the altemate-at- 
large could have no voice in the Convention, but when a vacancy 
occurred that would be filled from the regular elected alternates. 
Furtheriiaore, the election of the delegate-at-large is supposed to 
have the highest number of votes. Therefore, in her absence, and 
the State having twelve or fourteen delegates, it would seem quite 
right and reasonable, supposing a vacancy having occurred, that 
it could be filled by the first delegate who was the next choice of 
the Convention. Now, it does not affect anything, as I can see, 
except some opinions in the Red Book, and if you just settle this 
in a simple fashion, the alternate-at-large will fill the vacancy of 
the delegate-at-large, and in the absence of both, the first delegate 
on the list present at Convention will serve as delegate-at-large. 

Mrs. Gwilt: If the delegate-at-large and the alternate-at- 
large both have a voice in the Convention, does the alternate-at- 
large take the first vacancy in the Convention ? 

Mrs. Turner : This resolution comes into this Convention, as 
you can see, unanimously adopted by the Department of Massa- 
chusetts. 

National President: Ladies, a delegation from the Depart- 
ment of Indiana Grand Army of the Republic are in waiting. 

Business was suspended, on motion, and the comrades admitted. 

National President : Ladies, allow me to have the very great 
pleasure of introducing to you the Department Commander of 
Indiana and these comrades from my own home. Ladies, salute. 

National President: Commander Dodge, it gives me very 
great pleasure to welcome you to the Fifteenth National Conven- 
tion of the Woman's Relief Corps, because you have so nobly and 
so fearlessly stood by our organization and announced it as the 
only recognized auxiliary of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
I welcome you and all these comrades. 

Department Commander Dodge : I come to you this afternoon 
at the request of the Department of Indiana. We left our En- 
campment in session, but it was important that the little message 
that I bring you should be brought now. The Grand Army of 
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the Republic, the Department of iDdiana, recognizes the Woman's 
Belief Corps as being the right hand and the heart and the help- 
meet of the Grand Army of the Republic, and there is no room in 
our hearts for any rival organization. I have said enough upon 
this subject. You will pardon us if we talk especially of your 
President, for she comes from Indiana, and we comrades are proud 
of our great State. She has given to the country many great states- 
men; not only that, but she has given to this country some of the 
best women the nation ever had. She gave you your President for 
the past year, and we come to say that we are proud of Mrs. Agnes 
Hitt, — we of the Grand Army of the Republic, — and as a slight 
token of our regard for her, her worth as a true woman, and her 
worth as a true representative of the Woman's Relief Corps, and as 
an evidence of the faith we have in Mrs. Hitt, we desire to present to 
her this slight memento as a token of the respect and appreciation 
of the Department of Indiana, Grand Army of the Republic. We 
thank you. 

National President: Comrades, I am in a position where 
words fail. My dear old native State of Indiana is the dearest 
thing to me of almost anything else in the world, and to be shown 
this kindness and consideration, and to hear from you such words 
of commendation closes my lips, and I can only say that from my 
heart I thank you for this expression of your regard. 

Mrs. Sherwood : Mrs. President. All the afternoon we have 
been hearing from the Detached Corps of the South, from our sis- 
ters who come from where the color line is so strong. Now, I 
have the pleasure of introducing to you one of the first volunteers 
south of the Mason and Dixon's line, one of the brave colored 
soldiers who fought under General Butler at New Orleans, Col. 
James E. Lewis. 

National President : Ladies, salute! 

Colonel Lewis: Mrs. President and Ladies of the Woman's 
Relief Corps. This honor was thrust upon me by my esteemed 
friend, Mrs. Sherwood. I merely came within the door desiring 
to see the hall, and not with the intention of saying anything. As 
Mrs. Sherwood said, I have seen service in the command of Gen- 
eral Butler. I raised a regiment of colored men in 1862, and 
yesterday we had a flag in line that was borne by that regi- 
ment in 1863. I can do no less than aid my wife, who organized 
the first colored Corps in the South, through the kindness of 

16 
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Mrs. Annie Wittenmyer, God bless her ! Mrs. President, with 
this I take my leave, and I take pleasure in thanking you for 
this honor. 

Mrs. Clark of Ohio ; I move that the morning session tomor- 
row convene at half-past eight. Seconded by Mrs. Bell of Wis- 
consin. 

After discussion the motion was carried. 

National President : Ladies, the hour has arrived that has 
been set apart for the services in remembrance of our Past 
National President, Mrs. Mink, and our Senior Vice-President, 
Mrs. Hasenwinkle. 

Moved by Mrs. Nichols of New York and seconded l^y Mrs. 
Sloan of New York, that we proceed to the memorial services. 
[Carried.] 

The conductor announced that Major Mink and Mr. Hasen- 
winkle and daughter were waiting at the door. 

National President : Ladies, Major Mink, Mr. Hasenwinkle 
and his daughter are in waiting. I will ask the Reception Com- 
mittee to escort them to the platform. 

National President : We will open these exercises by singing 
two verses of " Rock of Ages." 

National President : National Secretary, for what purpose 
was this meeting called ? 

National Secretary : To pay our tribute of respect to the 
memory of our deceased sisters. 

National President: Have you a record of any special ser- 
vice which our sisters rendered to the defenders of the Union 
during or since the War of the Rebellion ? 

National Secretary : I have their records as follows : 

Sarah C. Mink served as Department President of New 
York and also served as National President of the Woman's 
Relief Corps. Mrs. Hasenwinkle served her term as Depart- 
ment President, and almost one year as National Senior Vice- 
President of the Woman's Relief Corps. 

National President directed that this record be spread upon 
the minutes of the Convention. 

Solo by Mrs. Belle C. Harris of Kansas. 

Prayer by National Chaplain. 

National President : We will now listen to a tribute to Mrs. 
Mink prepared by Mrs. Ellen M. Putnam of New York. 
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National President Woman^s Relief Corps, 1893-1894, 

Died at Watertown, N.Y., Dec. 3, 1896. 
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MEMORIAL TRIBUTE TO SARAH C. MINK. 

Mrs. President and Members of the Fifteenth National Conven- 
tion, W.E.a: 

Of all the duties that have ever devolved upon me in any 
Convention, I hold my present one the most sacred and value 
its privileges the highest ; and I thank you, Mrs. President, for 
assigning to me this office, that I may pay this last tribute to my 
friend, whose name is the synonym of noble deeds, Sarah C. Mink. 

In the gray and gloom of a December morning there came to 
one hundred and forty thousand of her co-workers the message 
that this beautiful woman had passed the strange, mysterious 
boundary we call death, into that silent land from whose far 
shores there is no returning ; and most tenderly did our National 
President announce to us her departure, in those brief words, 
" God*8 finger touched her and she slept." 

Sarah C. Mink was born in the town of Mayfield, N.Y., 
April 7, 1837. She came of good Revolutionary stock, whose pa- 
triotism had been tested in the time that tried men's souls, and her 
impressionable mind readily received and retained those early les- 
sons in loyalty which were to influence all the after years of her life. 

The qualities of her mind were luminous. She grasped and 
assimilated all that she read. Possessing a remarkable memory, 
with a judgment swift and unerring, she was able at any moment 
to use the material garnered in that well-stored mind. 

She was a natural leader — forceful, tactful and persuasive. 
No man or woman could hold out long before the potent charms of 
that earnest woman, who "proved all things and held fast to that 
which was good." Her religion permeated every thought and 
action of her life ; she offered no lip service to her God or her 
country. She undertook nothing into which she did not throw 
the whole weight of her convictions, and, once having entered upon a 
task, she was as steadfast as the eternal hills to every purpose she 
had formed. When the New York Department of the W.E..C. 
was formed, Mrs. Mink entered with all the earnestness of her 
helpful, generous spirit into the work, and by her wise counsel and 
rare social gifts aided materially in placing the young organization 
on a sure foundation. During this time she was President of Root 
Corps of Syracuse, an office she filled for three consecutive years. 
At the close of this service she was elected Department President, 
and served in this capacity three more years. 
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The National Cdnvention, which met in Indianapolis in 1893, 
recognizing her splendid administrative ability, unanimously 
elected her its National President. 

This Convention marks one memorable milestone in our his- 
tory. Resolutions were adopted advocating the introduction of 
patriotic teaching in our public schools, a subject hitherto ignored 
by educators and legislators, and it was a source of great pride and 
satisfaction to Mrs. Mink that as National President she was the 
first to appoint a Committee on Patriotic Instruction, which com- 
mittee represented seven States ; and was able during her adminis- 
tration to carry out in a large measure the decisions of the 
Convention upon this vital point. In her annual address she 
used these thoughtful words : " The time was ripe for this portion 
of our work to be enforced, for the American people are rousing as 
never before to the fact that the children of our foreign population 
must be educated in our public schools to become loyal citizens of 
this Republic, and to reverence our flag, the proud ensign of this 
nation for more than a century. The American flag has never 
been trailed in the dust by foreign or domestic foe. Wherever it 
has floated to the breeze, in every sea and upon every land, it has 
been welcomed by all people of all nations as the inspiration to 
humanity, to society, to the attainment of equal rights. Let the 
old flag speak to the children in our schools from one end of the 
land to the other. Let this symbol utter the voice of freedom 
upon every festive occasion." 

We admire the sentiment as we did the woman who uttered 
it. We meet here today in this, her native State, and we miss 
her, oh ! so much, and we feel that 

" The gap this breach hath left is wide, 
The loss thereof can never be supplied." 

Mrs. Mink felt it one of the great privileges of her life to do 
and care for the veteran and his dependent ones ; it was a part of 
her life and, although she traced her ancestry back to Revolution- 
ary times and was proud of it, she first and at all times remembered 
that there was among us the living veteran of the Civil War and 
his dependents to care for and give aid to, and that they are the men 
who saved and redeemed the nation that Revolutionary fathers 
gave birth to. Her home life was ideal. She knew that her efforts 
were always appreciated by one whose loyalty and courage had 
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never been doubted. Her husband was to her the white plumed 
knight without fear and without reproach. The beautiful charac- 
ter of this woman was exemplified by her death. With unfalter- 
ing faith in her Saviour she approached the grave, with but one 
regret, — that of leaving the one whose love had sustained and com- 
forted her, and to whom she was dearer than life itself. And 
while we meet here we feel that another soul has broken the 
chains that bound it to mortality, and as we bow in reverence and 
say "Thy will be done," we drop a tear of sorrow at her taking 
away. Farewell, dear friend, wise counselor, and strong, pure 

spirit. 

*' Sleep till the end, true soul and sweet, 
Nothing comes to thee new or strange ; 
Sleep full of rest from head to feet ; 
Dry dust secure of change." 

National President : Mrs. Sherwood will now read the 
memorial service for Mrs. Mink prepared by her. 

MEMORIAL TO SARAH C. MINK AND MARIE HASENWINKLE. 

Mrs. President and Members of the Fifteenth National Conven- 
tion, W.E.a: 

One year ago when we assembled in St. Paul to join in the 
duties and pleasures of Fourteenth National Convention, our 
hearts were saddened by the intelligence that one of our dearest 
and most honored sisters and co-workers was lying nigh unto 
death, stricken by a fatal malady. At the same time our hearts 
were cheered with the presence and support of one who was in 
high health and full of noble ambition, one of our hostesses upon 
that great occasion, whom we made the National Senior-Vice 
President of our Order, in recognition of long and faithful services 
in Corps and Department work. 

Today, we meet in memorial service in memory of these two 
noble women, realizing that in the thought of God there is no 
distinction between the time allotted to the weak and the time 
allotted to the strong. The injunction is, " Be ye also ready," for 
we know not what day or hour we may be taken home to our 
Father's house, eternal in the heavens. Sometimes we feel that 
those who are set above us in authority, who are absorbed in some 
great problems of human leadership, who live continually before 
the public gaze, lose that need of personal sympathy and interest, 
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upon which we all depend in the smaller and more secluded rela- 
tions of life ; or, that feeling this need and receiving the minis- 
tration of friends and associates they yet give nothing in return. 
Passing from the human to the divine, we find the same error 
concerning the source of all good, the All Father, who holds so 
continually the needs of the smallest of His creatures at heart that 
He permits not even a sparrow to fall to the ground without His 
taking note. 

Speaking for myself and those who have been called upon to 
preside over any office in the Woman's Relief Corps, or out of it, I 
would say that nothing can be more erroneous than to believe that 
any one ever ceases to think of, or care for, the kindly sympathies 
of those with whom she may be associated. 

We are mariners upon the high seas of life ; the captain is on 
watch, the night is dark and the winds are perilous. Long days 
and nights we have thus toiled on. We are out of the beaten 
track and even the trusted compass fails to tell us in what longi- 
tude we are. Suddenly there is a rift. in the clouds and the moon 
is seen forging her way through the encompassing mists ; we turn 
to our charts and get our bearings aad start on our way with new 
heart and hope. 

By and by the heavens are cleared and the constellations 
flash out before our adoring eyes. Here and there a fixed star 
shines with its steady light and the twinkling planets are seen on 
the horizon. Where all seemed darkness all is light, and the 
north star is true to the pole. 

In how many seasons of doubt and trouble, and anxiety and 
care, have we felt ourselves hapless mariners on life's wide ocean ; 
and then through the clouds of doubt and tribulation, and sorrow 
and affliction and temptations manifold, we have awakened to find 
that the moon still gives her guiding light and that the stars in 
the heavens are shining with enduring splendors. We have 
awakened to find that in the uplifting arches of our daily lives are 
clusters and constellations of friends sending out their light to us 
and flashing signals of cheer and promise ; and as the stars in the 
firmament differ from one another in glory, so these friends and 
helpers of ours have become our stars of the greater or lesser mag- 
nitude, exalting our spirits and pointing onward and upward. 

To many of us Sarah C. Mink was a star of the greater 
magnitude, shining with a steady light ; beautiful, inspiring, 
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flooding with eternal radiance the pathway which she trod. In 
her were the highest qualities of Christian womanhood, daily 
expressed in a pure and upright and nohle life. 

Of great dignity of character, resolute in purpose, lofty in her 
ambitions and broad in her sympathies, she was a woman to 
reverence as well as to love. Her word was her bond, her accept- 
ance of a trust was an obligation as sacred as her vows. She 
knew not how to temporize, nor was she familiar with the arts of 
dissimulation. She held her country next to her God and was 
filled with the inspiration of one who feels himself a worker with 
God, a worker with the eternal verities of which she was a 
part. 

She knew, and to her it was a vitalizing and energizing faith, 
that though the moon and stars and planets may give light, it is 
only in proportion as they draw it from the sun ; that however 
men and women may devise and plan, it is only when they are in 
touch with the Father of Lights with whom there is no variable- 
ness, neither shadow of turning, that they become as beacon lights 
to voyagers on the sea of life. 

Knowing this she did her duty to the end, even when suffer- 
ing with racking and torturing pains, and when the poison iu her 
veins had made her weak and tottering, she went forth on her 
patriotic missions, to give of her abounding spiritual forces to 
those who were faint of heart. The last letter I ever received 
from her was full of the spirit of patriotic teaching and rejoicing 
in the work of which she had been so great a part. 

Memorial Day, 1897, a granite block was placed over her grave 
at Albany. On its face is cut the stars and stripes of the flag she 
loved so well. Beneath her name is her own injunction, taken 
from her address to Twelfth National Convention in recommend- 
ing for their adoption the work of patriotic teaching : " Teach 
America's children to give their heads and their hearts to God and 
their country ; one country, one language, one flag." On the base 
of the monument are the words : " America's highest type of noble 
womanhood." Thus do the very stones unite in the injunction to 
which too often deaf ears are turned. 

To those of us who believe that the chief duty of life is to 
grow in grace daily, that we may have clearer views of life, and 
realize more and more that we are part of the divine plan, that our 
highest talents belong to God, and that the kingdom of Heaven 
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must begin in our own hearts, the voice of Sarah C. Mink is still 
speaking. She is still hand in hand working with us, she on one 
side of the portal and we on the other, gaining new interpreta- 
tions daily of the divine will. The clouds may be thick around 
us, but behind us it is light. 

Peerless in stature and in honor dight, 
Illustrious daugliter of illustrious sires, 
Priestess who liept the sacrificial fires 
Upon her country's altars glowing bright. 
Large in her charity, scorning a wrong, 
Clothed in sincerity, in honor strong; 
In thought fraternal, and in temper kind, 
In deed magnificent, elate in mind ; 
She proudly grasped the standard of the free, 
And held it proudly while her country's youth 
Around it rallied, shouting for the free, 
Unfettered triumph of immortal truth. 

Following Memorial Day, 1897, there came to me a message 
from that bereaved and desolate soldier-husband, Maj. C. E. Mink, 
with us here today, who has been fighting a harder battle than 
when, through crashing shot and shell, with the groans of the 
wounded and the dying all about him, he rallied Mink's battery to 
victory on many a bloody field. This message comes to each and 
all of us, written after he had placed the monument above his 
beloved dead : — 

" The last sad duty to my queenly love is done, and I have 
now to go forward in my life's march and battle alone. When you 
ask the Divine Master to guard and care for the interests of our dear 
America, will you, dear friends, remember me ? " 

We do remember him, today, when we meet to place another 
flower in the crown of immortality of her, dear to him as his own 
soul ; and may this memorial hour be. to us a thought-circle of holi- 
est aspiration, through which we shall open our hearts to such an 
inflowing of the Holy Spirit that our hearts shall glow with a pente- 
costal flame, binding us, those present and those absent, with 
stronger bonds of alKection, bringing us in closer touch, not only 
with those of our own country and our own clime, but with God's 
children everywhere. May this dear soldier-brother feel that in 
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every woman who wears the badge of the Woman's Relief Corps, 
there is one who prays daily that ojit of the darkness surrounding 
him may rise a great light, and that he may be given the oil of joy 
for the spirit of sadness. 

National President : I was in the city of Boston when Mrs. 
Mink was called away, and was unable to attend her funeral, but 
in my stead the National Counselor and Past National President, 
Mrs. Turner, the devoted friend of Mrs. Mink, went to Watertown 
and represented our Order there. She will now tell you all about 
the efforts she made to represent the Woman's Eelief Corps, and 
their grief and sympathy at that time. 

REPORT OF MRS. LIZABETH A. TURNER. 

Mrs. President and Members of the Fifteenth National Conven- 
tion, WJi.C: 

We meet each year, as it were, around the family hearth- 
stone just long enough to clasp hands and look into each other's 
faces and read the welcome that comes to us from loving, loyal 
hearts. We have met in Convention again today, and out of the 
busy hours one is given to meet in memory of those that have 
gone from our midst and broken the chain of Fraternity that 
" binds each to each and all to each other " in the common sister- 
hood of the Woman's Relief Corps. One bright link has been 
snapped from the chain of Past National Presidents. 

Sarah C. Mink, the eleventh National President of the 
Woman's Relief Corps, died at her home in Watertown, N.Y., on 
the morning of Dec. 3, 1896. When the sad news of Mrs. Mink's 
death reached our National President she was in Boston, and with 
her were Past National Presidents E. Florence Barker, Sarah E. 
Fuller, Kate B. Sherwood, Emma R. Wallace, L. A. Turner, and 
Louise B. Bobbins, Secretary National Council of Women. It 
was thought best that some National oflScer should represent our 
Order at the. funeral services, and I was detailed to go to Water- 
town for that purpose. Services were held at her home on the 
afternoon of December 5, and loving hands had draped the casket 
and the rooms with the flag she loved so well, and filled all the 
available space with most beautiful flowers. The services were 
conducted by the Rev. S. A. Hoyt of the Presbyterian Church and 
the Rev. W. D. Marsh of the Methodist Church, both of Water- 
town. They paid a comforting tribute to her worth as a woman 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



250 FIFTEENTH NATIONAL CONTENTION OF 

and the influence she had left behind her, blending her Christianity 
with her patriotism and love of country. 

Distance prevented any relatives of either Mr. or Mrs. Mink 
from being present, but the house was so filled with those that 
loved her that the ties of kinship were not missed, for all deeply 
sympathized with her loving husband, and by their kind words 
and kinder acts tried to help him bear the heavy blow that took 
from him all that made his life worth living. There were a large 
number of representatives from the Grand Army of the Republic 
and Woman's Relief Corps from all over the States who testified by 
their presence how much she was respected by those that had the 
pleasure of knowing her. The Department President of New 
York, with nearly her entire staff of officers, was present ; also all 
the members of the Oxford Woman's Relief Corps Home Board. 
Root Corps of Syracuse, where Mrs. Mink had retained her mem- 
bership, assisted by the Corps in Watertown, most beautifully ren- 
dered our burial service. As the officers and members passed 
around the casket each lay a bunch of white pinks on the lid, and 
when all were through there remained, formed by their flowers, 
a beautiful white cross. 

The remains were taken on the evening train to Albany for 
interment in their family lot. It was expected that the casket 
would be taken directly from the station to the cemetery, but just 
as we were leaving there came a telegram from P. J. O'Connor, 
Assistapt Adjutant-General of the G.A.R., saying that he had 
made all arrangements to have additional funeral services at his 
house in the afternoon, with the members of the Posts and Corps 
of Albany. 

Mr. and Mrs. O'Connor are entire strangers to me, but I shall 
always hold their names in loving remembrance for their kind 
thoughtful ness at this time, for it meant so much to Major Mink, 
whose* tender heart was well-nigh broken by the shadow that fell 
so dark across his path. We were all under great obligations to 
Col. A. D. Shaw, who made all arrangements so perfect that we 
had no care. Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Outerson opened their house to 
those of us who needed a place to rest while waiting in Water- 
town. They also put their carriage at our disposal, and in other 
ways looked after our comfort while there. 

The National Woman's Relief Corps sent a lovely pillow of 
white pinks, with a border of white gardenias and maiden-hair 
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ferns, with a large bunch of yellow chrysanthemums tied with a 
yellow ribbon on one- corner. The Department of Massachusetts, 
W.R.C., sent, "in loving remembrance," a large basket of red 
roses tied with red ribbons. The .Department of New York, 
W.R.C., sent a Corps badge of white roses. The W.E..C. Home 
Board, the Corps of Syracuse and Watertown, with friends and 
neighbors, filled the house with lovely flowers in set pieces and 
bouquets. The Department President and staff, the members 
of the W.R.C. Home Board, with members of the Grand Army, 
accompanied the remains to Albany. 

I can only add, in closing, that our loved sister was as beauti- 
ful in death as in life. No trace of suffering was there, and we 
could only feel she sleeps. 

*' Her greeting smile was pledge and prelude 
Of generous deeds and kindly words." 

Faithfully in F., C. and L., 

LIZABETH A. TURNER. 

National President : Mrs. Norton will now read her memorial 
to Mrs. Hasenwinkle. 

MEMORIAL TO MRS. HASENWINKLE. 

Mrs, President, Ladies of the Convention and Comrades : 

This special service has been set apart by our National Presi- 
dent, in which to pay a tribute of honor and respect to the memory 
of one we all loved. The Department of Minnesota, W.R.C, comes 
to you through its representatives, with a sorrow and anguish so 
deeply written in all our hearts that it seems now as though time 
would never heal the wounds. Like a flash of lightning out of a 
clear sky came the sharp stroke of the pen, the ring of the 
telephone, the rapid clicking of the telegraph, and the headlines 
in the papers, all telling us that our loved sister, our National 
Senior Vice-President, our Past Department President, Marie 
Barbara Hasenwinkle, had gone from us forever. 

I feel my utter inability to express or portray to you all that 
she was to us. On that bright, beautiful morning of Sunday, July 
11, just as the curtains of night were slowly drawn aside to usher 
in the dawn of a new day, a noble and useful life suddenly and 
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unexpectedly came to a tranquil and peaceful close. How very 
beautiful and appropriate that He should- have selected that 
day to call for her ! The messenger came in haste, but she was 
ready. This life, so marked by a virtuous purpose during its con- 
tinuance, so desirous of service for others, yet so unselfish for 
itself, and so very dear and valuable to the home, and to a large 
circle of friends, calls for some word of memorial, inadequate 
though it may be, from our beloved Order, which she loved with a 
loyalty, in which there was " no variableness, neither shadow of 
turning." 

Marie Barbara Hasenwinkle was born in Strausburg, France, 
Aug. 4, 1846. She was the daughter of Edward Zimmerman and 
Barbara Shoetelle, and was the lineal descendant of noble ancestry. 
Several members of her father's family were noblemen, and were 
officers in the Prussian army. In 1848 her parents came to 
America and the next ten years of her life were spent in New 
York City, Elizabeth, N.J. and Chicago. After this time her 
home was in St. Paul, with the exception of two years, in which 
she lived at Hudson, 111. Early in life she evinced a great 
desire for learning. At the age of ten she was obliged to leave 
school to assist in home duties, she being the eldest daughter and 
her mother an invalid. This was a great sorrow to her, as she 
was a devoted student and ambitious to obtain a thorough edu- 
cation. She would often beg her father to converse with her in 
English that she might learn the language. In a diary kept at 
this time one could not help but be impressed by the simple con- 
fident trust she had in God as her Heavenly Father, and which 
was beautifully expressed on every page. She was a member of 
the Methodist Church, and her trust in an allwise, guiding Provi- 
dence never faltered, and she never could believe that the happen- 
ings in our life come about incidentally or accidentally. On June 
2, 1868, she was married to Henry Hasenwinkle, who was a 
soldier in the Union Army where he bore an honorable part, and 
who is now a prominent citizen of St. Paul. The most complete 
devotion to each other and the fullest confidence existed between 
them during all their married life ; and to more perfectly cement 
their happy union, they were blessed with four lovel}'^ children, 
Elsie Barbara Lloyd, Madeline Estella, Harry, and Ralph Waldo 
Emerson. In her home life she was the crowning glory. The 
devoted wife to whom her husband always turned when wisest 
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counsel was most needed ; the affectionate mother with a thought- 
ful tenderness for all, and with a quickness to discern when one of 
her loved ones was in trouble, to that one, she gave a full measure 
of her love and sympathy. 

A refined and cultured woman of gracious presence and 
charming manners, she sought to make the home life the '^ dearest 
spot on earth " and she labored not in vain. She believed in the 
higher education for women and found ample scope for work in the 
different organizations with which she was connected. In 1890, 
she was a very active worker in the " Women's Educational and 
Industrial Union " of St. Paul. We find in the Chicago Tribune 
of July 12 of that year the following item : — 

"Protecting the Young Girls." The Noble Work of 
Mrs. Marie Hasenwinkle of St. Paul. 

St. Paul, Minn., July 12. — (Special.) — Mrs. Marie Hasen- 
winkle is one of the leading workers in the cause of the Woman's 
Educational and Industrial Union of St. Paul. She is a kind- 
hearted and intelligent woman, who has long made a study of ,the 
lives pursued by young girls who flock to great cities in search of 
employment, and out of her desire to lighten their burdens has 
grown the Women's Educational and Industrial Union of St. Paul. 
The promotion of the educational, social and industrial advance- 
ment of women Mrs. Hasenwinkle considers a fruitful field of 
labor, especially in the great cities of the land. 

" The objects of the Union," said Mrs. Hasenwinkle, " are to 
help women in all lines of work. We strive to encourage and 
protect the working women of the city and to surround them with 
good influences. More good can be accomplished by earnest 
women in this way than in any other line of charitable work. 
There are many good influences that can be thrown around the 
girls in our factories if good women will only engage in the work 
One of the objects we aim to accomplish is to find places for girls 
who come to the city in search of work. We direct them to 
boarding places and try to keep them from becoming homesick 
and away from evil influences. During the present year we have 
succeeded in inducing our merchants to give their employees a half 
holiday Saturday as well as to close their places of business at six 
o'clock the other five days in the week. This was done by secur- 
ing the promise of our ladies that they would not shop Saturday 
afternoons nor after the evening closing hours other days. To my 
mind the most important work to be done by Christian and chari- 
table women at the present day is to be found in working for the 
upbuilding and advancement of their own sex, to protect them in 
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their trials and to sympathize with them when they feel dis- 
couraged and ready to give up the fight. In no other line of 
work can the women of our cities do more for humanity, and I 
hope to see societies on a similar basis established in all large cities." 

She represented the State of Minnesota at the World's Fair 
as a member of the auxiliary board appointed by the Governor of 
that State. She filled this position with great credit, and as a 
member of the finance committee of the board was a valuable 
assistant, her judgment at all times being relied upon. 

She became a member of the Woman's Relief Corps in 1886, 
and was elected a delegate to our first Department Convention in 

1887 and was appointed Department Secretary for that year. In 

1888 she was appointed Instituting and Installing OflBcer and 
in 1889 Department Inspector. All of these offices she filled with 
great credit to herself and honor to our Department. She also 
served for a number of years as a member of the Soldiers' Home 
Committee, being a valued and helpful member. At our last 
Department Convention she was again elected a member of this 
committee for a term of three years, and as chairman of that 
committee I cannot tell you how we shall miss her there. 

The year 1896 will be remembered as the most eventful one 
in the history of our Department. St. Paul had been selected as 
the meeting place for our National Convention. It seemed to 
many of us that it was most fitting (in view of that fact) that 
St. Paul should furnish the Department President. Being urged 
by many of her friends, Marie Hasenwinkle finally consented to 
be a candidate, and at our Convention in February was tri- 
umphantly elected to that office. All her energies were at once 
put forth for the success of the Department and for the comfort 
and entertainment of the members of the National Convention. 
She was an indefatigable worker and seemed to be everywhere; 
and was so enthusiastic and proud of the Order she represented 
that she succeeded in interesting many of the higher classes of 
society in St. Paul as they never had been before, in the work and 
value of our Order. 

Her work for that year speaks for itself, and in recognition of 
her valuable services you elected her to fill the office of National 
Senior Vice-President, a great honor, most worthily bestowed. 
She had made all her plans for being with you today. Alas ! 
alas ! she is not here, but has gone to that better country, where 
the weary forever rest. A simple, but very impressive service was 
held at the home, where were gathered a large number of sorrow- 
ing members of our Order, and other friends. Floral offerings in 
great profusion from National and Department Headquarters, from 
Corps and loving friends, covered the casket and filled the room 
with their perfume. Their perfume and beauty was well nigh 
gone in a day, but the memory of this beautiful life will abide with 
us forever. As I looked upon the three beautiful badges woven in 
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lovely flowers, contributed by National and Department Head- 
quarters and from her own Corps (Garfield No. 5 of St. Paul), 
they seemed to express more forcibly than words, our motto, 
"Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty." How the human heart 
responds to sympathy and loving sacrifice at such a time. And 
80, as we gathered at the house of mourning, we found our dear 
National President, Mrs. Hitt, was with us, who had put every- 
thing aside in her busy work except the thought that one of her 
official family was dead, and that a desolate home needed her sym- 
pathy. * She came bringing comfort, courage and hope to us all. 

Mrs. President and Ladies, this tribute to the memory of our 
departed sister but feebly portrays to you her many excellent 
qualities as a lady. But her lifework is over and she is at rest. 
Upon her forehead falls a serener sunlight than ever rested there 
when she walked and talked with us. One by one we shall hear 
the silent call which will bid us welcome to the ranks of those 
who have gone before us. " Be ye also ready." Good-bye, Marie 
Hasenwinkle, loved sister, loyal worker, true and faithful friend, 
good-bye. 

" Within her turf -bound tent peacefully she sleeps, 
On guard, her angels vigils keep." 

National President : As Mrs. Norton has told you, when I 
received the telegram of Mrs. Hasenwinkle's death, it came as a 
great shock. I laid aside my duties and went to St. Paul to pay 
my tribute of respect to the National Senior Vice-President. I 
have not the physical ability to talk to you, ladies, upon this sub- 
ject. I only want you to know that I went there to represent you, 
and did everything in my power to make Mr. Hasenwinkle and his 
family know that they had our sympathy, and that we were ready 
to drop a tear with him and his. 

National President : We will now sing one verse of " Nearer, 
My God, to Thee.'' 

National President: I now declare this exercise closed. 

Mr. Mink : I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart 
for your beautiful tribute to my beloved wife, a woman who, in 
every thought, act and deed since she was connected with the 
Woman's Relief Corps, lived for it and hoped and prayed that it 
would reach the highest position of any s6ciety of women on 
earth, and I believe it has. God bless you every one. 

Moved by Mrs. Leslie of Pennsylvania, seconded by Mrs. 
Booth, to adjourn to 8.30 o'clock Friday morning. [Carried.] 
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FEIDAY— MOKNING SESSION. 

Convention called to order at 9.20, National President in the 
chair. 

National President requested that all delegates be seated 
together, and that no one be on the floor of the Convention hall 
except voting members, and that all others retire to the gallery. 

National President : Mrs. Wittenmyer will open the Conven- 
tion with prayer. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer : Dear Lord, we thank Thee for this bright 
and beautiful day. We thank Thee for all the tokens of loving 
kindness that meet us here this morning in this Convention hall, 
arid we thank Thee for the successes of the year. We thank Thee 
that so many of us have been spared to look into each other's faces 
again. Now, the business before us is so important, we hardly 
know in our blindness and weakness how important it is, and so 
we ask Thee to give us the strength we need. Inspire our hearts 
and our minds to do the best thing for the glory of Thy name, and 
the advancement of Thy cause, and the great work of humanity in 
which we are engaged. Bless every one, bless our presiding 
officers, and give them the strength of body and the clearness of 
sight to see the right and to do the right; and bless them in 
their own hearts, and may they rest in this hour of responsibility 
upon Thy loving heart, receiving strength from Thee ; and bless all 
the officers, and bless the thousands and tens of thousands of our 
members who are absent and thinking of us this morning, and 
wishing us Godspeed. Bless us all together and give us success, 
and may we, as women banded together, show what women can do 
for God and humanity. Keep our hearts pure, and keep our ranks 
clear from those who will drag us down, and may we, without 
prejudice or enmity, in all our work go forward in Thy name, we 
ask Thee for Christ's sake. 

Convention joined in repeating the Lord's Prayer. This was 
followed by one verse of the Opening Ode. 

Mrs. Bell of Wisconsin : I move that the business of the Con- 
vention go on while the ballots are being counted. Seconded by 
Mrs. Little of Wisconsin. [Carried.] 
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Mrs. Young of Ohio : There are several memhers on the floor 
who are not voting members. 

National President : Any members who are on the floor who 
are not voting members will please retire to the gallery. 

National President : Mrs. Turner will now finish her report. 

Mrs. Turner : Ladies, we left off yesterday in the middle of 
this report on the alternate-at-large. This was the resolution 
which was submitted to the committee last year, that you are to 
vote upon. 

Besolved, That the alternate-at-large shall only he entitled to a seat 
in National Convention, in the absence of the delegate-at-large. 

Should a vacancy occur in both places, the same to be filled as pro- 
vided in Sect. 3, Art. V., Chap. UI. 

We have a complimentary privilege of alternates and delegates 
at large, which is not according to our representation, which is one 
to every seven hundred at present. If the compliment be extended 
further, it is the compliment of having one extra representative, 
and her alternate beside the regular delegates. We are entitled to 
one in every seven hundred, but it does not affect the delegate-at- 
large. Really a conductor-in-chief and chief of staff, or something 
of that kind, and she is always elected first, and one more than the 
number we are entitled to. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer: I think we have now discussed this ques- 
tion pretty thoroughly and understand it, and in order to bring it 
to an immediate vote, I move as an amendment that the word 
only be stricken out. 

Mrs. Griffith of Iowa: I stand in this Convention this morn- 
ing, to speak for four of the largest Departments present. This 
resolution has been adopted two years in succession by the Depart- 
ment of Iowa, and it means much to us. It will work no hin- 
drance to any Department if adopted, and it will work harm to 
some of the large Departments if not adopted. 

Mrs. Hampton : They elect those delegates. They also elect 
an alternate for every delegate that is elected. These alternates 
are always alternates. They are never delegates. If a delegate is 
absent they are present to fill the vacancy, and they fill them, not 
as delegates, but as alternates. This is the law and the recognized 
law everywhere in all the States. And these alternates, when they 
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are put into the vacancies, are not delegates, and those other dele- 
gates cannot be moved up. 

Mrs. Turner : I want to ask the Past National President, 
Mrs. Hampton, a question. The alternates, in my estimation, are 
elected to fill the place of an absent delegate. When she fills the 
place of a delegate, does she not become a regularly elected dele- 
gate in Convention? 

Mrs. Wittenmyer : I will now renew my amendment to 
strike out the word only, 

Mrs. Hamipton : Mrs. Turner has asked me to explain what 
I mean in that way. An alternate is elected an alternate, and she 
holds that position during the entire year that her services 
are required. If a vacancy of a regularly elected delegate occurs, 
she fills the position and does the work she is elected for, as the 
substitute for the first or any delegate who may be absent. She 
stands in Convention as a regularly elected alternate, and as 
such was placed on the regular record. We do not promote her 
from an alternate to a delegate. We know that she fills the posi- 
tion for the first absent delegate, and takes her position and works 
and votes for her, but she remains an alternate. It seems v^ery 
clear to me. This changing about and moving up and down from 
an alternate to a delegate cannot be. If there are not alternates 
enough that are going, the President has to fill in more places 
before she leaves the boundaries of her Department. These alter- 
nates' names are placed as additional alternates in the list of 
alternates. In order to fill this list of delegates, they had to 
elect some one who could go, for the sake of having their delega- 
tion filled. This is lavr pure and simple. 

Mrs. Turner : And that is the very reason that we elect 
alternates, — that we may have the votes that we are entitled to 
in the National Convention, and in the Departments. 

Mrs. Wallace : I want to ask Mrs. Hampton a question. 
This resolution, as I understand it, is referring to the delegate-at- 
large and the alternate-at-large, and the entire talk has been on 
the list of delegates and alternates. The position that has been 
claimed is that in the presence of the delegate-at-large, the alter- 
nate-at-large has been allowed to take the first vacancy in the list 
of delegates, making two complimentary votes in the Convention, 
and depriving one regularly elected alternate of her seat. Thus, 
all the talk this morning has been simply on moving up and down 
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delegates. That is not the question before the house. The ques- 
tion is on the alternate-at-large ; shall she take any other place 
except that of the delegate-at-large? The resolution says, No. 

Mrs. Hampton : I have only expounded the law when asked 
to do so. The law is that the first alternate present shall fill the 
first vacancy. That is now the law. It is as simple as anything 
can be. 

Mrs. Sherwood: I desire to sustain Mrs. Hampton. 

National President : This question relates wholly to the posi- 
tion of the alternate-at-large in the absence of the delegiate-at-large. 

Mrs. Turner : If the delegate-at-large did not go the alter- 
nate-at-large would fill her place. 

Mrs Sherwood : To this question I desire to speak. Very 
early in my work as an officer in the Woman's Relief Corps, I took 
counsel of the Grand Army of the Republic. They held that there 
was no rank in delegates. I said then, what is the delegate-at- 
large? They said the delegate-at-large is simply like a congress- 
man-at-large. A delegate-at-large simply represents a membership 
over and above that apportioned by the delegates, so that the De- 
partment shall have a full delegation. " A delegate-at-large does 
not outrank a delegate. Therefore, in the Grand Army of the 
Republic, when there is a vacancy, the alternate-at-large takes the 
first vacancy and so on down. That is Grand Army law, and 
what is more, it is civil law. When the voters reach a point when 
they should have a congressman-at-large, he does not outrank 
the other congressmen. Therefore, in my opinion, this legislation 
would lead to great misunderstanding, great confusion and great 
wrong. Yet now in the Departments they are talking about the 
delegate-at-large having special privileges. They are all delegates 
and all alternates on the same footing, and therefore I think we 
should adhere to the Rules and Regulations which govern our 
Order. 

National President : Mrs. Turner desires to read the resolu- 
tion once more. 

Cries of "Question.'' 

Moved by Mrs. Ransford of Indiana, and seconded by Mrs. 
Hollen E. Day of Missouri, that the motion be laid on the table. 

Motion lost. 

National President : The Credential Committee are ready to 
report. 
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REPORT OF CREDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 

Mrs, President and Members of the Fifteenth National Con- 
vention : The Credential Committee begs leave to report that the 
entire number entitled to representation in the Fifteenth National 
Convention is 762 ; number present and entitled to vote, 379 f 
necessary for a choice, 190. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Ida S. McBride, Indiana, Chairman^ 
Jennie Bross, Illinois, 
Alida Rule, Tennessee, 
Sarah J. Fulton, New York, 
Frelove W. Elam, Indiana, 

Committee, 

It was then announced that a committee from the Grand 
Army of the Repullic awaited admittance. 

Moved by Mrs. Gwilt of Oregon, seconded by Mrs. Clara B. 
Marsh of New York, that business be suspended and the comrades 
admitted. 

The comrades were escorted to the platform while the pianist 
played "Marching through Georgia." 

National President; Ladies, it gives me great pleasure to 
introduce to you the committee from the Grand Army of the 
Republic. Ladies, salute. 

National President : Commander Dodge of Indiana will now 
address you. 

Commander Dodge : Mrs. President and Ladies of the Con- 
vention. I come bearing a message from 362,000 Grand Army men 
in the United States of America. This committee comes at the 
request of the representatives of that 362,000 men, now assembled 
in National Encampment, to bear you their utterances of good-will 
and devotion — devotion not only to our country and our country'^ 
civilization, but to the great helpmeet of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, the Woman's Relief Corps of the United States. It i& 
with hearts filled with admiration of your grand, noble and loyal 
efforts along the lines of organization that has won our regard. 
We believe that it is to you and your noble hearts and willing 
hands that the young and rising generation owes much of its 
advanced position in civilization today. To the Woman's Relief 
Corps we are indebted largely, at least, for the fact that Old Glory 
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floats over nearly every schoolhouse in the United States, thereby 
inspiring the children with a love of country, inducing the little 
one to return to its mother's knee, the place where we all have 
received our first instruction in the love of country and admiration 
of a true and loving God. The boys love their country, love their 
government, but they love the Woman's Relief Corps. It is not 
for the broad acres, piles of brick and stone, the richness of the 
mines of this great country, its untold wealth of agriculture, for 
which the boys of the Grand Army fought and shed their blood, 
but it was for the homes and the firesides, made sweet by the 
mothers and sisters thereof. And if it had not been for the sisters 
in those dark days drawing around the boys of the country their 
influence, we would have no United States today, but would have a 
disbanded and a disorganized government. Our great government 
is but the home, exemplified and enlarged. It is the beauty of 
that sentiment that enters into our government, and back and 
behind and below it all are the mothers and sisters of us all. You 
have matters of moment, of supreme importance, to look after, 
but this committee comes to you, as a representation of the feeling 
^nd the sentiment and the pledge of that Encampment that we 
are yours, and all of our strength to command in behalf of the 
grand and glorious work that you are pursuing. And it has been 
suggested that there is some fear that a different course might be 
pursued, but I can say to you that the Woman's Relief Corps 
holds a place in the hearts of the old boys that will never be 
shared with any organization in the whole world. Not only will it 
not be shared, but the Woman's Relief Corps will not be divorced 
from that position on application of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, and from the true nature of the organization, we know 
that she will not apply for the divorce. The Grand Army and all 
of its individual membership have never committed bigamy in the 
whole history of this country, and we will not commence it now. 
Believe us, hearts, hands and souls yours, and your helpmeet in 
this work. 

National President: Ladies, allow me to present Comrade 
Mack of Ohio. 

Comrade Mack : Mrs. President and Ladies of the Convention. 
The boys yesterday found a better comrade than I, and elected him 
Commander-in-Chief, and I assure you that I took my medicine 
cheerfully and accepted my defeat bravely, and assured him that I 
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would be his faithful follower. I am a Grand Army man, as loyal 
in defeat as in victory. I am a Grand Army man because it rep- 
resents all that is great and glorious in this country of ours since 
the downfall of slavery. I am a Grand Army man because these 
boys upheld the flag and made it possible for us to live in it. I am 
a Grand Army man because there is not a statute, National or 
State, in the interest of the old soldier that was not placed there at 
the command of the Grand Army of the Republic. I am a Grand 
Army man because the soldiers' homes are the work of the Grand 
Army of the Republic. I am a Grand Army man because when the 
time came when we were wearing out, and the widows and orphans 
of our dead needed help, we joined in marriage the Woman's Relief 
Corps, and I agree with my comrade that there can be no divorce 
in such a marriage as this. God joined us together, and no organiza- 
tion, no man can put us asunder. I know what this organization 
is doing in the orphans' home, in the soldiers' home, and all over 
the State, in caring for the boys who need help, and the ^widows 
and the orphans ; and I know that when we have passed over, the 
Woman's Relief Corps will continue until every soldier, and every 
soldier's widow, and every soldier's orphan is beyond the need of 
help, or has gone to the eternal camping-ground. 

Comrade Cleary, Past Commander G.A.R. of New York: As 
one of the committee appointed by the Commander in behalf of 
the Grand Army to come to you today and extend the greetings 
of our organization, nearly four hundred thousand strong, I can 
assure you that for the first time since I have had anything to do 
with the Grand Army, I consider it one of the highest honors 
and privileges to say a few words in your Convention today. It is 
not the first time I have been in a Convention of the Woman's 
Relief Corps, but it is the first time that I have attended a National 
Convention. I can assure you, ladies, on behalf the Grand Army 
of the Republic, that their hearts go out to you in the grand and 
noble work in which you are engaged. We realize the fact since 
the first organization of the Woman's Relief Corps, cemented in 
the city of Denver, Col., that the Grand Army of the Republic 
pledged themselves to recognize you as their great and only aux- 
iliary. We have not forgotten that pledge. We recognize it still 
that the Woman's Relief Corps is our only auxiliary, and we wish 
it Godspeed, and any organization that is engaged in work for 
veterans, but we cannot forget our mother organization — the 
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Woman's Relief Corps. I can assure you, Mrs. President, I would 
like to talk longer, but I talked too much the other day when I was 
in command of my old regiment, marching in the parade ; but I can 
assure you that I am glad to be here today and meet the represen- 
tatives of the Woman's Relief Corps of this country. Thanks for 
your kind invitation, and I retire. 

National President : Ladies, allow me to introduce to you 
Comrade Evans of Massachusetts. Many of you know him. 

Comrade Evans : When the troops were in front of Petersburg 
in '64, they were ordered to make a charge across a field, and 
in order to do so they had to go over earthworks made by rebel 
soldiers. In order to get over these works it was very dangerous. 
The order was given to lie down, and we all got down mighty 
quick, with the exception of one big, tall man six feet high, who 
was totally deaf. He stood erect, and he was a true son of the 
Emerald Isle, and when he saw the men lying down he said : 
'* What ! Are you all dead ? Well, be jabbers, I have some fight- 
ing to do now." 

That is just exactly how I feel now. But I tell you, girls, this 
is a great day for me. When I walked beside that great, big Com- 
mander of Indiana, he said: " Massachusetts is not in it." I said 
to him: "Why, do you know that you wouldn't have any Relief 
Corps if it had not been for Massachusetts? " I told you fourteen 
years ago when it was my privilege to bring back the charter of 
this organization to Massachusetts. It was the proudest hour of 
my life when that afternoon I took in my arms that lovely woman^ 
Mrs. E. Florence Barker. My heart goes out to her. All our 
hearts go out to E. Florence Barker, Sarah E. Fuller, Lizabeth A. 
Turner of Massachusetts, and Kate B. Sherwood ; and these four 
ladies went with me to Denver, and came back a National organiza- 
tion of the Woman's Relief Corps, auxiliary to the Grand Army of 
the Republic, and the only auxiliary of the Grand Army of the 
Republic. We have organizations of all kinds, and we are glad to 
have them, but we have touched elbows for fourteen years, and we" 
propose to keep touching these very same elbows. Now, Mrs. 
President, I could talk for just an hour, but I know your time is 
precious, and I only hope to goodness that you will allow these 
girls to go home in decent season. I asked one of the girls why 
you didn't close, and we were told : " Because you Grand Army 
fellows go in there and talk so much." I am not going to make any 
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speech, only to say that my heart is with this organization of yours. 
I have been with it in the day time and the night time, and when 
I saw your National Order a few days ago, which I hold in my 
hands now, where you tell us you have spent $1,200,000 in charity, 
that speaks enough for the Woman^s Relief Corps. There is not 
another band of women on the face of God^s earth that can do the 
work that you are doing. It is true that you are spending more 
money, atid you are lifting the standard of Americanism so high 
that we can look up to Old Glory, and say " God bless our country 
and our flag." 

National President : Ladies, I want to present to you Major 
Moore of West Virginia. 

Major Moore of West Virginia: Mrs. President and Ladies of 
the Woman's Relief Corps. I am here today as a representative of 
the Southland, not as a Department Commander, but in admira- 
tion of your grand President ; and the friends of your Order, the 
Woman's Relief Corps, have brought me here today to pay homage 
to you. I entered the service of my country when no Federal sol- 
dier trod the soil of W^est Virginia. Love and devotion for the 
great principles of national unity won the supremacy, and I cast 
my destiny for the Union. When it came to selecting a partner 
for life, I went to the great State of Indiana, and in recognition of 
it I am here today. I recognize that you, as ladies of the Woman's 
Relief Corps, and my wife herself, as a noble representative, have 
blazed the pathway of loyal women for all that we can do in behalf 
of the Grand Army of the Republic. Other organizations may 
come, they may fill their place, but to the Woman's Relief Corps 
is accorded the position of having occupied the primary place of 
women in the aid of the Grand Army of the Republic, and to you 
I pay my homage. Go on in your good work, and let them come 
that may and raise their organizations in this grand country, but 
you have already raised and distributed $1,200,000.00 in aid of the 
organization to which I belong. I greet you from the Southland 
" and say to you that we recognize in the Woman's Relief Corps the 
grandest organization that has ever been created in aid of the 
Grand Army of the Republic. Thanking you, Mrs. President, and 
Ladies of the Woman's Relief Corps, I will not detain you longer. 
National President : I feel that I owe you not only the thanks 
of myself and ladies of the Convention, but of one hundred and 
forty-two thousand women who are members of our organization, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE woman's relief CORPS. 265 

and I thank you for the very encouraging words that you have 
spoken to us this morning. It gives me great pleasure, and it will 
make the hearts of one hundred and forty-two thousand women 
throb with pleasure when they are once more assured that in the 
hearts of the Grand Army of the Republic there is room but for 
one wife. I thank you. 

Mrs. Wallace of Illinois : Mrs. President, I ask your consent 
to make a motion. Commander Dodge has been before you saying 
beautiful words. We often hear beautiful words, but he is the 
Commander who has sent to every Post in his Department that 
General Order asking every Post to organize a Woman's Relief 
Oorps, and furthermore, to discourage the formation of anything 
detrimental to the Woman's Relief Corps. Mrs. President, I move 
that a rising vote of thanks be given to Commander Dodge to 
show our appreciation of his efforts. 

Seconded by Mary B. Travis of Indiana. Carried by rising vote. 

Mrs. Sherwood : I move you, Mrs. President, that this Con- 
vention rise and give a vote of thanks to Past Commander Evans 
of Massachusetts, who was a special escort of the four women men- 
tioned who went to Denver to get into the good graces of the 
Grand Army of the Republic. His eloquence and his soldierly 
abilities contributed greatly to this end. I move that a rising 
vote of thanks be given him. 

Seconded by Mrs. Waterman of Massachusetts. Carried by a 
rising vote. 

Mrs. Nichols of New York : I move that a vote of thanks be 
given to Past Department Commander Joseph P. Cleary, who was 
one of the committee who went to Denver and made it possible for 
a Department to exist in New York, and who assured us that we 
should never be divorced from the Grand Army. 

Seconded by Mrs. Burleigh. Carried by a rising vote. 

Mrs. Hardin of Colorado : In behalf of my organization, as 
these women and these comrades went to Colorado to organize this 
Order, we claim the privilege of pinning a badge upon these 
comrades. 

Mrs. Young of Ohio : As this committee has been thanked 
in sections, I move that we thank them as a whole. 

Seconded by many and carried by a rising vote. 

National President : I have the pleasure of telling you that 
the Woman's Relief Corps expended nearly $200,000.00 more the 
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past year in relief work, making a grand total of $1,636,832.57 
that we have expended since our organization in helping your 
comrades in their relief work. One thing more, comrades. Dur- 
ing my year I made it my special work to ascertain how many of 
our memhership were relatives of soldiersj in order that we might 
meet the arguments of rival organizations, and this is the amazing 
result of that investigation. Of our one hundred and forty-two 
thousand members, one hundred and twenty-two thousand are 
your mothers, wives, sisters and daughters. Twenty thousand of 
them are those magnificent loyal women who are the true friends 
of the old soldiers of the Grand Army of the Republic, not by 
reason of relationship but because they are unselfishly devoted to 
our flag and its defenders. 

Mrs. Spencer, Army Nurse : Friends of the Woman's Relief 
Corps, I can appreciate your work. I want to say to these men 
who went on the battlefield that I was there too. I went into 
the hospitals. I was appointed not only by New York State, but 
as a government nurse by the United States. On my horse I 
travelled forty miles a day. General Grant gave me his orders 
and I took them to Kansas, and there they were burned up in my 
tent. I want to thank you, and I feel from the crown of my head 
to the soles of my feet that I can thank God for the glorious men 
who were fighting for our institutions. 

Reception Committee then escorted the comrades from the 
hall, the pianist playing " Tenting on the Old Camp Ground." 

The National Secretary then called roll of the Convention. 

At the conclusion of the roll call the National President in- 
structed the conductors to distribute the ballots. 

Mrs. Day of Missouri : Mrs. Satterly, Past Department Presi- 
dent of Missouri, desires to send greetings to the Fifteenth 
National Convention. I move that a telegram of love and sym- 
pathy be sent her. 

Seconded by Mrs. Gwilt of Oregon. [Carried] 

National President : Ladies, I wish to make the announce- 
ment that I have just learned that Mrs. Abbie J. Whittier, Past 
National Junior Vice-President, was buried on Tuesday, August 17. 

Mrs. Hampton : Mrs. President, as the National President 
under whom she served, I desire to make a motion that a message 
of sympathy be sent her husband. 

Seconded by Mrs. Day of Missouri. [Carried.] 
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National President then announced the tellers as follows : — 

Alida Rule, Chairman . . . Tennessee. 
Elizabeth Means .... Illinois. 
Rachel A. Hall .... Missouri. 

National President: Nominations for President are now in 
order. 

Mrs. Wallace of Illinois : Mrs. President, and Members of the 
Fifteenth National Convention. "And a little child shall lead 
them." I come before jaw. today, feeble of voice, but earnest 
in purpose, and ask that you shall place in the hands of a bright 
young daughter of a grand soldier father, who now sleeps in God's 
eternal camping ground, the highest honor in your possession. 
You say that she is young. Aye, that may be, but cannot we, 
the wives, mothers and sisters, and loyal women, for one short 
year, step aside and say to this grand earnest woman, " Lead on, 
we will follow you '' ? You say location is against her. In the 
dark days of the Rebellion, when Sheridan had answered to the 
call, when Logan had responded "aye " to his name, was i;here a 
question when Grant was needed ? No ! And so today, with our 
thoughts turning more than ever to the teaching of patriotism, 
shall we not take one who was born in the dark days when 
patriotism was needed, who has lived it in her own life ever since, 
and who has been foremost in all that has tended to forward this 
God-given work, the teaching of loyalty, in which today we have 
heard the comrades speak of as one of our best works, and we 
pledge you that should you so honor our candidate that she will 
prove her worth; that she will be found earnest and true; that 
she will govern you with charity for all and malice toward none, 
and we name as our candidate that bright young woman, Flo 
Jamison Miller of Illinois. 

Jennie Bross, Department President of Illinois: Mrs. Presi- 
dent, Illinois, ever loyal to her own, heartily seconds the nomination 
of Flo Jamison Miller. 

Mrs. Mary P. Moeck of West Virginia and Mrs. Mary G. 
Deane of Massachusetts seconded the nomination. 

Mrs. Phillips of New York : Mrs. President, as a co-worker 
with Mrs. Miller, having known her earnestness in all the years 
since she has been engaged in this work, I earnestly desire to 
second her nomination. 
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Also seconded by Mrs. Hauck of Pennsylvania, Mrs. Russell 
of Texas, the Department of Washington and Alaska, Mrs. Sher- 
wood of Ohio, Mrs. Johnson of Potomac and Mrs. House of Cali- 
fornia, Mrs. Thorpe of Oregon, and others. 

Mrs. Birdseye of Missouri : Mrs. President, as Department 
President of Missouri I wish to present the name of a woman who 
has for thirteen years been a member of the National Convention, 
and one of the most enthusiastic workers of this Order. For two 
years she was our Department President, and since that time has 
been our authority on all matters. Ladies, her work for the sol- 
dier did not commence at the organization of our Department, as 
she had the courage to marry her sweetheart on his return from 
Gettysburg, where he left his strong right arm, and she has been 
that right arm ever since. She withdrew last year in order that 
Mrs. Hitt's election should be unanimous, and we feel now her 
time is past and we can again present to this Convention our 
candidate, and we of Missouri know that there can be no mistake 
made when we present to you Mrs. Sarah J. Martin of Brook field, 
to take into her hands the care of this National work. You can 
trust her as we have done. 

Mrs. Toucey of Minnesota seconded this nomination. 

Mrs. Craig : I would like also to give a few reasons. If it is 
a benediction to the Department to give the organization a Na- 
tional President, should not that benediction be given to a Depart- 
ment which has not had it ? According to that we might say that 
Illinois cannot give a National President to this organization for 
one hundred years. Let this honor pass to some smaller Depart- 
ment. Some time it is the wife, some time the great-hearted 
daughter who has served you as Department President. That is 
neither here nor there. I am for the wives, mothers, daughters, 
all. Missouri has served long, waited patiently, and now she asks 
you, if there is anything in this of the Department having -the 
National President, that you will allow her that honor. I believe, 
Mrs. President, that she will give you a true and able president. I 
cannot pledge that for any State, — we cannot any of us tell what 
we may do, — but we ask that Missouri have, for the first time, a 
National President. 

Mary D. Travis of Indiana : In the name of Indiana I wish 
to second the nomination of Sarah J. Martin, and would ask the 
Convention to remember this, that at St. Paul this candidate 
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withdrew her name, making it possible for Indiana to have the 
unanimous vote of the Convention. 

Mrs. Milham of Minnesota : I wish to second the nomina- 
tion of Mrs. Martin. I know that last year she withdrew very 
gracefully for the good of the cause. 

Mrs. Adah G. Briggs of Missouri : 

Mrs, President and Members of the Convention : As a native 
of Missouri, familiar with the conditions which prevail in that 
State, as Past Department President, and present Department 
Counselor, and therefore in thorough sympathy with Woman's 
Relief Corps work, I desire to second the nomination of Sarah J. 
Martin for National President. Our small Department approaches 
you with a consciousness of heroic unassisted efforts on her part, 
with a belief in the great possibilities of her State as affecting 
Relief Corps work, thinking it time that that vast section of our 
country lying below Mason and Dixon line should gain conspicuous 
recognition, bringing a candidate for the highest office in your 
gift ; believing it were an honor well bestowed on the individual 
and a recognition of our Department, which heralded throughout 
the State to every Post and Corps through General Orders, shall 
kindle anew the fires of enthusiasm ; and to all loyal citizens 
through the public print, awakening thereby a questioning interest 
in our work. Let but the interest of our people be excited and 
our work shall speak for itself. It is not a question of women, 
but of Departments, and the future prosperity of our grand organ- 
ization. It would be presumptuous indeed in me, in looking over 
this assembly and observing the very flower of American woman- 
hood, the cull of each Department, to say that our candidate is 
infinitely superior. Each State has here her fair and intelligent 
representatives ; Missouri, in common, has her quota with Sarah J. 
Martin as standard bearer. The wife of a Past Department Com- 
mander of Missouri, a veteran whose services at Gettysburg are 
attested by the absence of an arm and itself a guarantee to every 
member of this auxiliary, — she has also won for herself a fair and 
clear record of earnest and continued work. Her claims, as 
shown by her services, are undeniable, and her ability is thereby 
proven. We are willing to assume with her the responsibility, 
and the burdens which may attend, and which in the bearing shall 
bring strength and growth to our Department. 
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I ask, sisters, that you do not defer this recognition we seek. 
The present is a critical period, not only with our Department but 
with other small Departments, and with our entire organization. 
We must take heed lest this decay of the Grand Army, this natural 
but honorable decay, of which we are witnesses, is not attended 
by a decay more rapid and less honorable within our own ranks. 

The principles involved in thus recognizing the weaker De- 
partment, and the greater results to the Order, give us confidence 
in placing 'the matter in your hands, trusting that your good 
judgment, wise and kindly consideration and devotion to the cause, 
shall prompt your actions and assure continued success. 

Mrs. Bissell, Department President of Minnesota, seconded 
the nomination of Mrs. Martin on behalf of her delegation. 

Also seconded by Mrs. Goldsmith of Wisconsin. 

Mrs. Crosley of Ohio : I rise, not to second the nomination of 
Mrs. Martin, but to speak in behalf of Missouri. On our platform 
yesterday we had a woman of darker skin than many among us, 
and who said to us, and truthfully, that we scarcely know what it 
means to be members of an organization pledged to loyalty where 
loyalty is not popular. I stand now to ask your votes in behalf of 
a State where there has been a struggle between loyalty and rebel- 
lion. Those of us who are familiar with the history of our 
Rebellion, do not need to be told that. I speak today in behalf of 
her election, and to say, not for Ohio, but for myself, that I heartily 
endorse the claims of Mrs. Martin. 

Seconded by Mrs. Manchester of Nebraska, Mrs. Dockery of 
Missouri, Mrs. Johnson of North Dakota, Mrs. Ball of North 
Dakota, Mrs. Spinney of Massachusetts, Mrs. Case of Tennessee, 
and others. 

There being no further candidates, the National President 
then declared the nominations closed. 

Moved by Mrs. Cain of Massachusetts and seconded by Clara 
B. Marsh of New York, that the candidates be escorted to the 
platform. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Young of Ohio : I move that after the regular nominat- 
ing speeches those seconding the nomination make no speeches 
at all. [Carried.] 

The candidates were then introduced by the National Presi- 
dent to the Convention. 
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Mrs. Turner of Massachusetts: I move that whoever is 
elected, she shall not be applauded. The very idea that she is 
elected is joy enough for her and for you ladies who are voting for 
her ; the one who is defeated is sad enough at her defeat without 
having the joy of the other placed before her. 

Seconded by Mrs. Griffith of Iowa, and many others. [Car- 
ried.] 

Mrs. Plummer of Michigan : Mrs. President and Ladies of 
the Convention. While your tellers are counting the ballots, I 
thought it would be a fitting opportunity to eay a few words to 
you. Ladies of the Convention, seven years ago, by order of your 
National President, Mrs. Annie Wittenmyer, it was my delight 
then to go to the State of Virginia, and while there I organ- 
ized the first white Corps in the State. During that visit I 
pinned upon the breast of an honest and unassuming little woman 
the badge of the first President of that Corps. Leaving her there 
she has well fulfilled her seven years' mission. One year ago we 
made her National Junior Vice-President of the Order, thinking 
to further the work in the Southern States. Nobly has she ful- 
filled all we have hoped for her. And today I have a pleasant 
duty to perform. The Woman's Relief Corps of Virginia, black 
and white, send to our National Junior Vice-President this badge. 
This badge, Mrs. Colgan, is presented to you with the affectionate 
gratitude of the Corps of your State. They asked me to pin it on 
you. 

Mrs. Colgan : I thank the Corps of Virginia for that beautiful 
gift, and promise that I will always do all that I can for the Corps 
of Virginia. 

Mrs. Turner of Massachusetts: The National Senior Vice- 
President, Mrs. Norton, wishes me to say to you that she is 
obliged to leave the Convention and return to Minnesota. She has 
received news that makes it necessary for her to go now. I do not 
think that it was illness, but business that compels her to go home. 
She did not want you to think that she had neglected any of the 
duties which you had placed in her hands. There is one thing 
more that I want to say while I am talking, and that is this : to 
every President of every Department that is here, when you go 
home, you shall send to the National Secretary a corrected list of 
your delegation, their names and their addresses ; for more time is 
wasted in preparing the National Journal, in getting a correct 
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list of the delegates' names and where they live, than in compiling' 
all the rest of the Journal. 

Ballots were then collected. 

Mrs. Turner : T will now bring up the matter of the delegate- 
at-large again. I want this matter of the delegate-at-large settled. 

Mrs. Bell of Wisconsin : I don't wiah to take any of the time 
of this Convention, but I would like to make one statement which 
I don't think you quite understand. When we elect our delegate- 
at-large we elect the very best woman we can possibly get for the 
place. Then we go on and elect the delegates. Then we elect 
the alternate-at large ; and she, as it now stands, takes the place of 
the delegate-at-large, if absent. It does seem to me, that if the 
law remains, we should get the very best women in the very best 
order possible. 

Mrs. Reed of Massachusetts : I want to make this remark. 
It is not an agreeable one and I am sorry to make it, but it 
is a true one. If every woman, both on floor and in the gallery, 
would give to the ladies upon our platform the attention they 
give to the visitors who come here, and would listen as they 
listen to those, and if every woman would make herself a com- 
mittee of one to keep herself still, we should not have to waste 
all this time in saying, '*I don't hear and I don't understand." 
I plead with you all, my sisters, that you constitute yourselves 
each a committee of one to keep yourselves still and from talking 
to each other. 

Mrs. Turner : Last year this resolution was submitted to a 
committee consisting of Augusta A. Wales, Emma R. Wallace and 
Lizabeth A. Turner. 

Mrs. Hampton : I want to give my objection to the amend- 
ment. One year ago this was submitted to a committee. They 
ought to have the courtesy shown them of having this report 
accepted or rejected. If you reject their report and vote it down, 
our law stands just as it is today. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer: If you vote for this amendment the law 
stands just exactly as it is. That is what I want and I think a 
great many here do. 

Mrs. Turner : That is just what we don't want. 

Mrs. Deane of Massachusetts : I oppose that amendment 
because I had trouble in my own Department. 
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National President: There has been no question which has 
€ome so often to National Headquarters this year as the status of 
the altemate-at-large in the absence of the delegate-at-large. I do 
not say this except for your information. 

Vote was then taken and the amendment lost. 

National President : The motion is before the house. Will 
you adopt the report of the committee? 

Vote taken and the report of the committee adopted as a 
whole. 

National President : There is a lady here with a class of 
little girls to present the flag salute. Shall we receive them? 

It was moved by Mrs. Gwilt that they be received. 

National President: By consent of the Convention we will 
admit these children. 

They were escorted to the platform while the Convention sang 
"The Star Spangled Banner." 

The salute was given and the children escorted from the hall. 

National President : Ladies, I want to have the pleasure of 
introducing to this committee Comrade Wallace Foster, whose 
name is almost a household word in the Woman's Belief Corps. 
Many of you know that he cannot hear a sound or a word. His 
deafness was caused by the explosion of a bomb during the war. 
He has given his life to the furtherance of patriotic teaching. 

Comrade Foster : Mrs. President, Ladies and Comrades of fhe 
Fifteenth National Convention. One of the most happy anticipa- 
tions of my life is the privilege of meeting, each year, my comrades 
and friends of the Woman's Helief Corps, in National Convention, 
and extending to them my hand nearest to my heart, with Frater- 
nity, Charity and Loyalty as my credentials, for all who cherish the 
true principles of your patriotic organization, and charity for the 
erring sisters who have deserted the ranks of your noble organiza- 
tion for one that has not developed the true interest of Fraternity, 
Charity and Loyalty. 

May your love and the inspiring influences of your patriotic 
organization soften their hearts, and restore them to their first 
love, the only recognized auxiliary of the Grand Army of the 
Republic and of the Union. 

When ex-Senator Doolittle said he believed "first in Almighty 
God, and after Him he believed and trusted Abraham Lincoln, he 
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was inspired with a noble, patriotic sentiment that made him a 
true-born patriot. I believe God has inspired your organization 
with a sincere love for mankind and our country, and has 
appointed you teachers of the children of men, to instil into their 
hearts a love for His works, and for the country He has given to 
His chosen people. 

Valor and love in your patriotic work doing, 
Each your way a high aim pursuing ; 
Blessing the soldier, as poverties thicken, 
Watching o'er those by sacrifice stricken ; 
Caring for widows and fatherless, too ; 
Proudly the soldier will remain true to you. 
This is the work that Christ bade you do, 
Women's Relief Corps, the only true blue. 

I rejoice with you in the advancement you have made in the 
past year in patriotic teaching ; a record no other woman's organ- 
ization in the world can claim. You have not only inspired the 
hearts of your own countrymen, but those of other great nations, 
who seem to have recognized the great popularity and worth of 
your patriotic teaching and charitable work. The relief you have 
given since the birth of your organization has won the love and 
admiration of the old world as well as of every earnest American 
who has the least drop of patriotic blood in his heart. 

• It does not surprise me, when 1 survey the work you have 
accomplished in the last four years for God, our country and flag. 
I prophesied, in my own way, what the Woman's Relief Corps 
could and would do, and I have not been disappointed. Nearly 
every State in the Union has introduced, successfully, patriotic 
teaching, with seven millions little citizens in the public and 
private schools saluting the flag of our country, displayed in 
and on one hundred and twenty-six thousand school buildings 
and grounds. 

The Declaration of Independence and the Patriotic Primer 
for the Little Citizen are no longer on probation, but have estab- 
lished themselves in full fellowship and been accepted through 
your influence by thousands of educators and students in the pub- 
lic and private schools of our country. 

With this splendid achievement and record, the Woman's 
Relief Corps will live on in the hearts of the American people, 
and make patriotic history that will never be obliterated from the 
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pages of the book of noble deeds of patriots, but will be handed 
down to the youth from generation to generation, who will call 
you blessed. 

In my co-operation with you I have been asked why I give so 
much credence to your organization in the introduction of patriotic 
teaching in the schools. My answer invariably has been, because . 
there has never been another organization of women that has done 
so much to inculcate the lesson of loyalty and patriotism in the 
hearts of the youth of our Republic as the Woman's Relief Corps. 
Teachers of the old school variety have made the inquiry why 
the Woman's Relief Corps preach patriotism when our country is 
at peace with the rest of the world. It was not done before the 
War of the Rebellion ; if there was no need of patriotic teaching 
then, there is certainly no need of it now. 

I have said to these doubting, unpatriotic educators, that you 
were preparing the youth for citizenship when they were young, 
and teaching them to love and honor their country and flag, and 
remain loyal and true to the Union when they reach maturity. 
Had patriotic principles been instilled into the hearts of the youth 
before the War of the Rebellion, there would have been no strife 
between the North and South. 

Since the close of the War of the Rebellion we have all become 
acquainted with the rebellious spirit of unrest so prevalent among 
certain classes who have invaded our country, and trampled bn 
Liberty's banner, with their evil influence and disregard for law. 
For this, and other good reasons, it has become absolutely neces- 
sary to instruct the rising generation in the loyal, fundamental 
principles of American citizenship, as proclaimed in the Declara- 
tion of Independence and the Constitution of the United States. 

At the close of the Rebellion there were, in round numbers, 
about 11,000,000 citizens of foreign parentage in our country, or 
about 28 per cent. In 1880 there were 15,000,000, or 30 per cent., 
and in 1890 there were 21,000,000, or 33 per cent. With this in- 
crease, 4900 will show not less than 27,000,000 ' souls of foreign 
parentage, many of whom do not know a word of our language, 
and millions who do not know the first principles of our country's 
patriotic history. 

Comrades of the Woman's Relief Corps, is it right, and Amer- 
ican in spirit, to deprive these citizens of opportunities for receiv- 
ing a true knowledge of what American citizenship means for 
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them? I am sure it is not the fault of the new citizens that they 
do not receive the training in citizenship they are entitled to, hut 
the fault, primarily, of the out-of-date educator, who does not fully 
grasp the importance of patriotic teaching in educating the youth 
for citizenship. 

With a true knowledge and understanding of what our flag 
means for the foreigner, and the allegiance they owe to it when 
landing on our shores, they will insensibly become affiliated with 
our customs, our language, and everything else that is honorable 
in American citizenship. 

What has been accomplished in the past few years in instruct- 
ing our foreign-born citizens in patriotic citizenship, has been 
brought about through the inspiring influence of your noble or- 
ganization, and the earnest co-operation of patriotic, wide-awake, 
up-to-date school officials and teachers, who are in full sympathy 
and touch with your up-to-date teachings. 

The day is dawning into the noon hour of patriotic teaching. 
New converts from the army of educators are not only endorsing 
your teachings, but putting them into practice in their schools. 

There are many good things transpiring and developing 
every day for the moral good of the rising generation, in their 
thirst for knowledge and for learning more of our country's patri- 
otic history. From nearly every public school you pass during 
the morning hour the inspiring refrain from a patriotic song will 
command your attention, When the last note dies away you hear, 
with one voice, in rhythmic cadence, the words of the American 
Patriotic Salute : " We give our heads and our hearts to God and 
our country. One country, one language, one flag." 

Is there anything wrong with the children of our Republic, 
when they salute our grand Old Glory? 

Flag of our country, in the bright air streaming, 

While loyal hearts gaze reverently above ; 

Fair as the daystar down the wide heavens gleaming, 

Shine on, shine on, our glory and our love. 

Blue of the May skies in thy colors showing, 

The lily's whiteness glitters there apart; 

The red glare of the battle, ruddy, glowing, 

Oh, wondrous flag ! how beautiful thou art. 

With our heads right, and Almighty God first in our hearts, 
and our beloved country and flag next, there will be no danger to 
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our Eepublic or the Union. I believe there is a blessed heritage, 
a love offering, a reward awaiting every loyal comrade in your 
organization who has joined the ranks of the heavenly host. The 
glorious work the Woman's Relief Corf s has accomplished will not 
go unrewarded, and when you are summoned before our Heavenly 
Commander for the last roll-call, your decorations will be Love, 
Purity, Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty to mankind. Your promise 
to the living and dead comrades ef the Grand Army of patriots has 
been faithfully fulfilled, that our God-given country might live and 
remain the Paradise of God's chosen people, the union of many 
in one to gladden the hearts of the rising generation and make our 
republic one and inseparable. I would, therefore, urge you in love to 

. Press onward ! Pursue with your glorious work, 
Attain deeper riches and grander desires ; 
It depends upon you : Speed on to your utmost, 
Lo, God is within you ; 'tis He who inspires. 

Words fail me, and my voice falters when I look over the past 
and try to find expression for the kindness and faithful co-opera- 
tion I have received from your National President and staff. We 
have advised and counselled together, and every thought and action 
was harmonized by Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty in our deliberar 
tions, for which I extend to the National President and her staff 
my sincere gratitude and patriotic thanks. 

To Department Presidents and their staffs, who have kindly 
remembered me with General Orders and other favors, I am greatly 
indebted, and shall always appreciate their kindness. 

To the National and Department Chairman, and their com- 
mittees on Patriotic Teaching, with the rank and file, who have so 
enthusiastically and ably assisted me, I am especially thankful for 
the inspiration and encouragement they have given me from day 
to day, in the cause we are so earnestly engaged in. May God, in 
disposing of His blessings upon mankind, give each and every one 
of you full measure of the good things allotted to His creatures 
who have done so much good in His name. 

Bright are the T&nks of your beauteous legion, 

Marshalled by love in earnest array ; 
Scattering aid throughout every region, 

Woman's Relief Corps, God bless you, I pray. 
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In conclusion, let me call your attention to the memory of the 
noble patriots, George T. Balch, Sarah C. Mink, Marie Hasen- 
winkle, and many others who have, in the full spirit and meaning 
of patriotic manhood and womanhood, given their loyal heads and 
hearts to God and their country. All were noble types of American 
nobility in spirit and patriotism, natives of the great loyal State 
where their hallowed remains lie sleeping in the white-tented city 
of the bivouac of the dead. 

What a beautiful inspiration the rising generation will find 
on the memorial stone placed over Mrs. Mink's grave, embellished 
with a carving representing the stars and stripes draped over it. 
Underneath is carved an inscription from her annual address : 
" Teach American citizenship. Teach America's children to give 
their heads and their hearts to God and their country. One 
country, one language, one flag." Engraved on the base of the 
stone : "America's highest type of noble womanhood." 

Who could ask for higher honors than your noble organization 
has conferred upon these grand patriots who died for God, their 
country and flag, loving them more than life itself. 

While I am a stalwart friend of the Woman's Relief Corps, I 
have not the distinguished honor of being a member. However, 
if I were, I would be tempted to compose a Woman's Relief Corps 
" yell " expressly for my own use, as ladies do not yell, but some- 
times scream, which would not count, but cause discord. There- 
fore, you may call it the " W. R. C. Salute," which is : 

Buff-a-lo ! 

Oh ! oh ! here we be ! 

Rah! rah! who are we? 

Don-cher-know, patriotic workers of the W.R.C. 

What are we here for? Can't you see? 

Comrades and Auxiliary of the Grand Armee. 

National President : Ladies, I want to introduce to you Miss 
Paskell, principal of the Rhinelander School of New York City. 
She was the first teacher to introduce patriotic teaching in the 
public schools. 

Miss Paskell : It gives me more pleasure than I can express 
to be with you today, and to tell you how much interested I am in 
your work. It has given me wonderful pleasure today to see these 
little folks salute the flag with the Balch Salute. We were the 
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first to introduce that in New York City, and I have the honor of 
being the first to teach his salute. We owe much to Colonel 
Balch and Captain Foster. We are constantly watching what you 
are doing in New York State. Captain Foster is a perfect idol of 
the children. A letter from him will send them into raptures. I 
want to show you this flag (showing a flag made by school chil- 
dren). This is one branch of our patriotic work and one way of 
mstilling patriotism into their hearts. Every year, at the end of 
the school year, the girls of the graduating class make a flag, and 
leave it with us and we use it always. I am pleased to have had 
this opportunity to say this word, and hope that you will have just 
as much success in the future as you have had in the past. 

National President : Ladies, I am pleased to introduce to you 
Mr. Heller of the American Flag Company of Easton, Pennsyl- 
vania, the patriotic flag man who has printed thousands of the 
patriotic salutes. 

Mr. Heller: Ladies, it is not my intention to take up much 
of your valuable time. My desire only is to express the gratifica- 
tion I felt in witnessing the Salute to the Flag, as exemplified 
here today, being always in full accord with any movement to 
add to the glorification of the national ensign. About ten years 
ago it was my good fortune to be inspired with the idea of pla- 
cing flags on our publics chools. This inspiration came to me 
while witnessing the decorating of public buildings for a public 
celebration. My attention was directed toward a school building 
by the shouts of some five or six boys ; the object of their youth- 
ful hurrahs was the appearance of the Stars and Stripes being flung 
to the breeze from the top of the school building. The boys 
presently disappeared, only to reappear very shortly with an addi- 
tion to their former numbers, wearing paper hats, carrying sticks 
for guns and, better than all, the true ring of patriotic enthusiasm 
could be plainly distinguished in their youthful voices. 

Very forcibly the thought came to me then of the wisdom of 
placing the flag on all the schools in our country, and I have 
endeavored ever since, to the utmost of my ability, to consummate 
this grand purpose ; for surely no better nursery than the school 
can be found in which to instil the love of country and flag. I 
wish to take advantage of this opportunity offered me to say to 
this truly representative body of patriotism in American homes, 
that I wish you success in your noble efforts to promulgate this 
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grand Salute to the Flag, and it is my earnest hope to see this same 
salutation to our glorious flag, that I have witnessed here today, 
exemplified in every school throughout the land. 

National President : We have been pleased to hear Captain 
Foster and Mr. Heller. 

The friends were then escorted from the hall by the Recep- 
tion Committee, while the pianist played " Rally Round the Flag." 

Mrs. Craig : I wish to offer a resolution of thanks to the 
children for their beautiful salute. Seconded by Mrs. Kate A.. 
Sloan of New York. [Carried.] 

National President : The tellers are now ready to report 
result of ballot for National President. 

Miss Rule, chairman,- reported whole number of votes cast, 
355. Mrs. Martin had 228 and Mrs. Miller 127. 

National President : Mrs. Sarah J Martin of Missouri, hav- 
ing received a majority of the votes cast by the Convention, I now 
declare her National President-elect. 

Moved by Mrs. Sherwood that Mrs. Martin be presented to 
the Convention. Seconded by many. 

Mrs. Martin : Ladies, while this honor has been sought by 
Missouri for me as her representative, I am unprepared to do more 
than just say a few words, and that is that I will expect the loyal 
support of every Department during the coming year, and I 
promise you 1 will devote my whole time to the best interests of 
this work. 

Mrs. Sherwood : I want the privilege of saying to you that 
it was with a sorry heart I gave my voice and my strength 
against Mrs. Martin, but years ago I gave my word, voluntarily, 
to vote for Mrs. Miller whenever she should be a candidate, and I 
have kept my word. Now I pledge my best support to our Presi- 
dent-elect and would say that we have no grander woman in the 
Woman's Relief Corps than Sarah J. Martin. 

National President : I would like to say to you in behalf of 
the Departments of the Woman's Relief Corps, that 1 am very 
sure they will give to you the very magnificent support they have 
given me, and I could ask for you nothing better. 

Mrs. Turner : As one of the Past National Presidents and 
as one of the women who have worked for you a great many years, 
I pledge the allegiance of myself, and 1 think I can say of the 
whole Woman's Relief Corps for the coming year. 
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Mrs. Hampton: I want to say to you that Mrs. Martin 
served under me during my term as National President, and I am 
glad to take her by the hands and give her my loyal support. 

Mrs. Annie Wittenmyer : Mrs. President, I am not going to 
tell you how I voted, but I want to say that I have been loyal and 
true to every National President, and I will be loyal to you. 

Mrs. Turner, seconded by many, moved that the Convention 
adjourn for an hour. [Carried.] 



FRIDAY — AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Convention called to order at 2.30. Opened by the Lord's 
Prayer. 

National President announced that the National Secretary 
would call the roll and each Department President would answer 
for her delegation. 

National President: Nominations are now in order for 
National Senior Vice-President. 

Mrs. Miller: I want to offer to the successful candidate my 
hearty support. I want to say that while I am a Woman's Relief 
Corps woman, I am not a locality. Illinois is still in the Relief 
Corps and expects to be. To my friends who so heartily sup- 
ported me, I offer my sincere thanks. To those who pledged 
their support and then thought better, perhaps, all I can say is 
that I am sincerely sorry for them. 

Mrs. Nichols of New York : Mrs. President and Ladies of this 
Convention. I appear before you this morning to speak from a 
standpoint of principle, and do not wish any one to think for one 
minute that there is animosity in my heart. I want to speak to 
you today as one who has been in the Order ever since its forma- 
tion, and have always felt that we should promote those along the 
line who have proven their ability, and who have shown to us that 
they can use their ability. I have tried to carry out that prin- 
ciple. I have never been known in my life to use any unprincipled 
means to try to secure a vote. I have never done such a thing 
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and I would be ashamed to do it. I simply want to present a 
name to you, ladies, of one who has been one of the faithful workers, 
and was never called upon to work in any direction but that she 
has proven capable in every respect. I want tb present one to you 
today, who, in the Department of New York, means a great deal. 
We placed her at the head of the Woman's Relief Corps Home of 
New York, which by a great deal of hard work and a great deal of 
legislation, we were able to establish. She has been a teacher here 
in the public schools of Buffalo for a great many years. I wish to 
present to you the name of Mrs. Ellen M. Putnam of New York. 

Mrs. Mohr, Department President of New York: I have 
watched this state of affairs for the last nine months, and as the 
head of this Department, have taken no sides. When importuned, 
I remained neutral. On coming to this Convention, at the request 
of several Departments who came to me and said, " We cannot vote 
intelligently until we know how New York stands," I called the 
delegation together, and upon taking a vote, found sixteen for 
Mrs. Putnam and three for Mrs. Atkins. / am perfectly neutral. 
Both of these candidates are capable of filling the office of National 
Senior Vice-President, but I want to say right here that I would 
feel that I was doing injustice if I did not stand by my own 
Department; and now, in behalf of the Department of New York, 
let me second the nomination of Mrs. Ellen M. Putnam. 

Seconded by Miss Bordwell of Minnesota, Mrs. Miller of 
Illinois, Mrs. Wheeler and Mrs. Turner of Massachusetts, and 
Mrs. Young of Ohio, and Mrs. Phillips and Susie H. Carver of 
New York. 

Mrs. Wickins of Kansas : Having served with Mrs. Putnam, 
I wish to give her my hearty support. 

Also seconded by Kate E. Jones and Kate A. Sloan of New 
York. 

Mrs. Carr of Colorado : I wish to put in nomination a woman 
from the city of Buffalo. You heard her thanked publicly by the 
Citizens' Committee. She has served her Corps as President for 
three terms, and has cared for the accommodation of this Conven- 
tion. Mrs. President, I think she will fill this office with honor to 
herself and the members of the Woman's Eelief Corps. I there- 
fore place in nomination Mrs. Susan E. Atkins of Buffalo. 

Seconded by Texas and California, Anna Davidson of New 
York, and others. 
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The nominations were then closed, there being no other 
candidates. 

Mrs. Jones of Iowa moved, That the candidates be presented 
at the platform. 

Candidates were escorted to the platform, where they were 
presented to the Convention by the National President. 

National President : The Committee on Testimonial to Mrs. 
Wittenmyer are ready to report. 

Mrs. Cumings of Pennsylvania, treasurer of the Annie 
Wittenmyer Testimonial Committee, presented the following re- 
port : — 

♦report op committee on ANNIE WITTENMYER 
TESTIMONIAL FUND. 

Tidioute, Pa., Oct. 30, 1897. 

Mrs. Fannie A. Boyden, Chairman Committee, Annie Witten- 
myer Testimonial Fund, 
Dear Madam: I have the honor to submit the following 
statement of the Annie Wittenmyer Birthday Testimonial Fund, 
from May 1, 1897, to Oct. 30, 1897. 

Dr. 

Received from Isabelle T. Bagley, National Treasurer, W.R.C., 
amounts contributed by Corps as follows : — 

June 18, 1897 $215 30 

July 14, 1897 328 22 

July 15, 1897 103 40 

July 27, 1897 465 85 

Aug. 25, 1897 271 00 

Aug. 28, 1897 856 21 

Oct. 30, 1897 65 30 

$2,305 28 

Amount carried forward $2,305 28 

♦Note. — This report has been revised by the Treasurer of 
Committee and brought up to October 30, and agrees with National 
Treasurer's bool^s. 
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Amount brought forward 



$2,305 28 



Eeceived from Grand Army of the Republic : — 

Department of Pennsylvania . . . . $218 50 
Massachusetts .... 53 00 

New York 64 00 

Illinois 45 00 

Wisconsin 22 05 

Montana 21 00 

Connecticut 20 00 

Indiana 16 75 

Colorado and Wyoming . 12 00 

Michigan 11 05 

13 23 
6 50 
6 30 
6 00 
5 00 
5 00 



Iowa 

Washington and Alaska . 

Maine 

Tennessee 

Utah 

California and Nevada 

Louisiana 5 00 

Virginia and North Carolina 4 00 

Missouri 3 00 

South Dakota .... 3 00 

Florida 2 75 

Texas 2 00 

Georgia 1 00 



Received from other sources as follows : — 

Personal contributions $429 36 

Nou-Partisan, W.C.T.U 162 85 

Kerley League, Mechanicsburg, Pa. . 
Norway League, Norway, Pa. . . . 

W.C.T.U. Tidioute, Pa 

Reformed Church, Sunday School, 

South Bend, Ind 

King's Daughters, Beverly, Mass. . . 



1 00 


2 00 


3 00 


•1 00 


1 00 



546 13 



Total received from all sources, in cash. 



600 21 
$3,451 62 
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Cr. 
By amounts paid Mrs. Wittenmyer as follows : — 

June 14 150 00 

"15 120 00 

"28 63 39 

July 12 120 00 

"14 100 00 

"19 230 00 

"27 350 00 

Aug. 25 271 00 

"27 20 25 

Sept. 10 400 00 

$1,824 64 

INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 

June 28 Express and postage on Circular 

Letters $20 00 

July 6 C. E. White, printing stationery, 

circulars, on account . . 40 00 

July 12 C. E. White, balance on printing 23 66 

Aug. 17 C. E. White, stationery ... ♦I 76 

85 41 

July 12 Mrs. C. J. Cumin gs. Journal 

and Receipt Books ... $1 15 
July 12 Mrs. C. J. Cumings, postage on 

Circular Letters .... 10 00 
Aug. 20 Mrs. C. J. Cumings, postage on 

letters 8 00 

July 22 Mrs. Pluma L. Cowles, postage 

on letters 1 99 

Aug. 26 Mrs. Fannie A. Boy den, postage, 2 00 

Oct. 13 Two Souvenir Books .... 17 50 

Oct. 15 Printing and mailing report . 9 85 

50 49 

Total disbursements to date $1,960 54 

Balance in the Bank for Mrs. Wittenmyer, 1,491 08 

Total accounted for $3,451 62 
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In addition to cash contributions Mrs. D. C. Turner of East 
Helena, Mont., sent as her contribution a gold nugget, weighing 
three quarters of an ounce, valued at twelve dollars. 

The Secretary of the committee, Mrs. Abbie Lynch, received 
and filed in the large Souvenir Volume nearly five hundred con- 
gratulatory letters, coming from nearly every State in the Union, 
all expressing good wishes and all eulogistic of the work done . 
during the late Civil War by Mrs. Wittenmyer. 

She has also engrossed the names of all contributors in the 
other souvenir volume, also the names, numbers and Department 
of Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic who contributed to 
the testimonial. 

Post No. 2 of Philadelphia, Department of Pennsylvania, 
made the largest single contribution, amount one hundred and ten 
dollars. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

CHARLOTTE J. CUMINGS, 

Treasurer of Committee, 



This is to certify that we have carefully examined the accounts of 
Charlotte J. Cumings, Treasurer of the Annie Wittenmyer Testimonial 
Fund, and find the^same to be correct, as shown in the above statement. 

FANNIE A. BOYDEN, 
Chairman Committee Annie Wittenmyer Testimonial Fund. 
Abbie Lynch, 

Secretary. 



Mrs. Turner (National Senior Vice-President jpro tem.) : Mrs. 
Bagley says that she has nearly $900.00 more to turn over to 
Mrs. Wittenmyer. 

Mrs. Griffith of Iowa: Iowa sent $168.00 and I notice that it 
has not got any credit for it. 

Mrs. Bagley, National Treasurer: The National Treasurers' 
report to this Convention is for the year ending June 30, 1897. 
Iowa's contribution to the Annie Wittenmyer Birthday Testi- 
monial Fund, having reached me in August, will appear in the 
supplemental report. The committee reported that the amount 
received is a little over $3,000.00, and I will say that in addition 
to this I know there will be some other money coming in a little* 
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later, and the report will be published and sent to all who con- 
tributed to it, and each one will know the full amount contributed. 

Mrs. Cumings: I wish to say for the Corps that they have 
done well, and Post 2 of Pennsylvania has given more than any 
other. This book of Mrs. Wittenmyer's is 12 x 14 inches in size. 
The letters are written on regular letter-sheet size and pasted into 
the book. It is bound with morocco and her initials, in silver 
letters, are on the outside. I cannot, tell you what is on the title 
page, for I have forgotten ; but it is very appropriate. There is 
also a poem, which was read at the presentation. It was presented 
last evening, at the reception given Mrs. Wittenmyer, by Mrs. 
Craig of Wisconsin, and the poem read by Mrs. Norton of 
Pennsylvania. 

Moved and seconded, That the Convention accept the report 
of the committee. [Carried.] 

The chairman of Committee on President's Address announced 
that the committee was ready to report. 

On motion, Mrs. Turner was elected Senior Vice jpro tern., and 
took the chair during the discussion of the National President's 
address. 

Mrs. Wickins, chairman of committee, then read her report. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ADDRESS OF NATIONAL PRESIDENT. 

Mrs, President and .Members of the Fifteenth National 
Convention: Your committee have conscientiously and carefully 
examined the address of the National President, and desire to 
express our appreciation of the earnest work accomplished during 
the year, realizing how arduous the duties of the position are. 

Kecommendation No. 1. Approved, with the addition of the 
words, "as far as practicable," after the words, "Service Book." 

Kecommendation No. 2. Approved. 
Recommendation No. 3. Approved. 

Recommendation No. 4. Approved most heartily, and we feel 
that a vote of thanks is due America Corps No. 31, Department of 
Illinois, for the time given in drill and expense incurred in coming 
to Convention to exemplify the Flag Drill. 

Recommendation No. 5 we have given our most careful con- 
sideration, knowing that the Potomac Department and matters 
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pertaining thereto have been the vexed question in each adminis- 
tration. We have listened to the presentation of the case from 
both sides by those representing the Department in this Conven- 
tion, also to the reasons set forth by the National President that 
has caused her to make the recommendation, which was not based 
upon the fact that a petition from one-sixth of the members of 
the Department had reached her, asking that the Corps of this 
Department be made detached Corps, but upon the personal 
investigation of the National President and others, appointed by 
the advice of the National Counselor. Such a state of discord and 
lack of harmony prevailed in the meetings and among the mem- 
bers and officers of the Department (not outside differences as 
heretofore), that the National President offered Recommendation 
No. 5. After weighing the matter in all its bearings, regretting 
the necessity as set forth, we approve the recommendation. 

Recommendation No. 6. Approved. 

Recommendation No. 7. Approved. 

Recommendation No. 8. Approved. 

Recommendation No. 9. Approved. 

Recommendation No. 10. Approved. 

Recommendation No. 11. Approved. 

Recommendation No. 12. Approved. 

Recommendation No. 13. Approved. 

Recommendation No. 14. Approved. 

The concise, business-like manner of the address commends 
itself, and has characterized the administration. The responsibili- 
ties are many, and your committee feel that no words of theirs can 
add to the merit already won. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Margaret R. Wickins, Kansas, Chairman, 
Mary D Travis, Indiana, 
Ada G. Mohr, New York, 
Sarah A. C. Plummer, Michigan, 
Hannah U. Maxon, Ohio, 

Committee. 

Mrs. Bell of Wisconsin: I move that the report be accepted, 
but that the Recommendations be acted upon seriatim. 
Seconded by Mrs. Cleary of New York. [Carried.] 
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Recommendation No, 1. That no further revision of the 
Ked Book be made until the present edition be exhausted, but 
whatever changes are made shall be printed on pages the size of 
pages in the E>ed Book, these pages to be gummed on one edge so 
they can be easily added. I also recommend that this method 
apply to Kitual and Service Books. 

Approved by committee, with addition of the words " as far 
as practicable '* after" Service Books. 

Moved by Mrs. Craig of Wisconsin, seconded by Mrs. Wheeler 
of Massachusetts, that the recommendation be adopted as amended 
by committee. [Carried.] 

Recommendation No. 2. That the incoming National Presi- 
dent appoint a National Organizer whose duty it shall be to 
organize Corps in States where there are no Departments, and 
assist Departments when called upon, and do all in her power to 
increase the membership of the Woman's Relief Corps. 

Approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Gwilt of Oregon, seconded by Mrs. Gruelich 
of Illinois, that the recommendation be adopted. 

Mrs. Bell of Wisconsin : I would like to ask if we appoint an 
Organizer, who pays the expenses ? 

National Senior Vice pro tern. : The National will pay these 
expenses. 

Mrs. Craig : I rise to ask a question. Is this not the duty of 
the Instituting and Installing Officer ? 

Mrs. Hitt (National President) : I do not understand that 
this is the duty of the Instituting and Installing Officer. I feel 
that some special effort must be made. One State expected to 
have a resolution, — and why it was not forwarded to this Conven- 
tion I do not know, — asking for help from the National organiza- 
tion to increase the membership in their Department, because 
th^y have not the means to do it themselves. 

Mrs. Craig : I would like to ask Mrs. Hitt if the Instituting 
and Installing Officer could not be instructed to do this work ? 

Mrs. Hitt (National President) : I think that if a National 
Organizer was appointed that she would give her entire attention 
to that line of work, and I do not think that the Instituting and 
Installing Officer could do so. She has quite a great deal of work 
to do now, and she would not have the time to give to it as one 
specially appointed for that purpose. 

19 
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Mrs. Craig : What would the expense of such an officer be ? 

Mrs. Hitt (National President) : That would be according to 
the work she was compelled to do. 

Mrs. Bell : Would she have a regular salary ? 

Mrs. Hitt (National President) : It never occurred to me for 
one minute to offer a recommendation to have a salaried officer. 
We now have two and that is sufficient in the Woman's Relief 
Corps. The travelling expenses and hotel bills of this Organizer 
would have to be paid from the National treasury. 

Mrs. Jones of Iowa : In my work in connection with the 
Woman's Relief Corps I have seen the necessity of such an officer. 
The towns around us are dependent upon us, and the work of such 
an Organizer is a positive necessity. There are Posts without 
Corps who desire them, but who have not been sufficiently forward 
to secure Corps. The presence of such an Organizer would be of 
the greatest advantage in that part of our State. 

Mrs. Deane of Massachusetts : I would like to ask Mrs. Hitt 
if this recommendation is carried, would it not interfere with the 
duties of the National Instituting and Installing Officer? Is it 
not the duty of that officer to do this work? 

Mrs. Hitt (National President) ; The National Instituting 
and Installing Officer can tell you that she has a large correspond- 
ence and a great many duties one would scarcely think of until 
they fill the office. 

Mrs. Winans (National I. and I. Officer): I think that the 
duties of the National Instituting and Installing Officer are 
already as great as should be imposed on any one woman. 

Mrs. Bell : Would it not be better to call her a National 
Lecturer ? 

Mrs. Sherwood: Do I understand the National Instituting 
and Installing Officer to say that she approves of this recommenda- 
tion ? 

Mrs. Winans (National I. and I. Officer) : I approve of the 
recommendation most heartily. 

Mrs. Chapin of California : I heartily approve of the recom- 
mendation. It takes a leader to organize these Corps, and I 
would especially recommend that they organize auxiliaries to the 
Soldiers' Home Posts. It is said that we organized the first 
auxiliary to a Soldiers' Home Post, and since its organization the 
Post is growing. Meetings are attended, and I just had a letter 
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from the Post Commander that they were adding new names to 
the roster right along. There would be no charity that is so kind 
as to give them an organization that is social. When we invite 
them to our receptions or anything like that, they are up in a full 
body, and they feel that they have something now to morally influ- 
ence them. 

[Cries of " Question ! "] 

Kecommendation No. 2 adopted as approved by committee. 

Recommendation No, 3. That the following additions be 
made to the Rules and Regulations : ^^ Corps may admit to associate 
membership any member of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
An associate member shall be admitted when proposed by a mem- 
ber of a Corps who shall vouch for his eligibility, and elected by a 
majority rising vote of members present and voting. After tak- 
ing the obligation of associate members they shall receive the 
passwords. Associate members may be present at any business 
session, but shall not be entitled to a vote at any time and shall 
not be allowed to enter upon any discussion unless invited to do so 
by a vote of the Corps. Associate members may be elected and 
obligated at Department or National Conventions." 

Approved by committee. 

Moved by Jennie Bross of Illinois, seconded by Mrs. Harris 
of Kansas, that the recommendation be adopted. 

It was announced that the tellers were ready to report. 

National President resumed the chair. 

National President: The tellers are ready to report result of 
ballot for National Senior Vice-President. 

Miss Rule, Chairman : Whole number of votes cast, 310 ; 
necessary for a choice, 156. Mrs. Atkins receives 186, Mrs. 
Putnam 122, Mrs. Mason 1 and Mrs. Miller 1. 

National President then declared Mrs. Susan E. Atkins of 
New York National Senior Vice-President elect. 

Mrs. Putnam : I thank you very much for the votes you have 
given n:e. Under the existing circumstances it is quite as high as 
I expected and perhaps a little higher. I thank my friends. I 
am and have been for the past fourteen years a Woman's Relief 
Corps woman. 
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It was requested that Mrs. Atkins be introduced to the Con- 
vention, which was done by the National President. 

Mrs. Atkins: I thank the members of this Convention for 
the honor they have conferred upon Buffalo. 

Mrs. Caylor of Indiana, and the National Aides who were 
present, then came upon the platform. 

Mrs. Caylor : I wish to present to you the Aides appointed 
by you that you may have the pleasure of looking into their faces 
during this Convention. In letters to me they have expressed 
their appreciation of the honor you have conferred upon them and 
of the trustful confidence you reposed in them ; and it can well be 
said, Mrs. President, of each and all, ^^ she hath done what she 
could." They have been faithful to every call of duty. We have 
all been proud of your queenly administration and happy that we 
were permitted to share some of the responsibilities. 

Mrs. President, these Aides and some of the officers, with 
friends in your own Department, wish to express their sincere love 
and their appreciation of your noble work by presenting you with 
this ring. The gold band is emblematic of love and unity, repre- 
senting a band of united workers. The diamond represents their 
twinkling lights that have shone forth here and there in the dark- 
ness, as well as in the light, all over the broad domain of the 
Woman's Helief Corps; for they have been always found with 
their lamps trimmed and burning. 

Mrs. President, as the years come and go, and you look upon 
this little token of remembrance, will you kindly think of those 
who loved you and you loved? 

/ National President : To you and the aides on my staff I 
extend my heartfelt thanks, and as years go on the sparkle of this 
beautiful gem will remind me of the true, loyal support and love 
that I have received from you and from them. Ladies, I thank you. 

Mrs. Winans of Ohio : On behalf of a few of your friends, I 
would present to you a little token of love and appreciation, 
knowing your fidelity to the Woman's Belief Corps, auxiliary to 
the Grand Army of the Republic. As in our badge, which is the 
Maltese cross, indicative of consecration to a h^gh and holy cause, 
we have chosen for you the pin of our Order. It is of pure gold, 
symbolic of your sterling character ; its bars are the glorious red, 
white and blue, emblematic of sectional unity ; and above them is 
set a triplet of diamonds, suggesting the purity of heart, singleness 
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of purpose with which you have carried out the principlea of Frater- 
nity, Charity and Loyalty. Around it all is the laurel wreath 
which tells of duties nobly done. Accept it and keep it as a last- 
ing memento of a beautiful year, nobly spent in our glorious work. 

National President : Mrs, Winans, I can only say that words 
fail when I attempt to thank you and my friends for this beautiful 
memento. 

National President announced that nominations were in order 
for National Junior Vice-President. 

Mrs. Gates of Vermont : I wish to present as a candidate for 
Junior Vice-President the name of Mrs. Calista R. Jones, a woman 
of executive ability and refinement and culture. She has been 
first and foremost in our patriotic work, being one of the first 
to engage in this work in Vermont. She will do honor to the 
Convention. 

Seconded by Mrs. Bell of Wisconsin, Mrs. Crosley of Ohio, 
Department of New Hampshire, Mrs. Jones of New York, De- 
partment of Massachusetts, Mrs. Sherwood of Ohio, Mrs. Sloan 
of New York, and others. 

Ida Kuder of Oklahoma placed in nomination Olive M. Laux. 
Seconded by several, 

Mrs, Turck of Michigan : I wish to present a name for con- 
sideration. In our Department Convention last spring it was the 
expressed wish of the delegates there assembled, by a standing 
vote, that the delegates to this National Convention present this 
name for honor in this National body. I need not stop to take 
your time to tell you of the -many qualifications of this lady, I 
will only say that she has been honored with every position from 
the least to the highest in that Department. She has been faith- 
ful in every way. In her own home city she has been a noble 
worker in the charity organizations, and every hospital has known 
her work ; and she has been connected for several years with the 
Woman's Relief Corps Home of Michigan, provided by our De- 
partment in connection with the Soldiers' Home. I can assure 
you that if you place in her hands this position you will not be 
disappointed. I nominate Abbie R. Flagg of Michigan. 

Mrs. Ransford of Indiana seconded the nomination. 

There being no further nominations the National President 
announced the nominations for National Junior Vice-President 
closed. 
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The candidates were presented to the platform and introduced 
to the Convention by the National President. 

Business was then suspended on motion, and General Clarkson, 
Past Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic and 
General Winans, his Chief of Staff, and Commander-in-Chief Gobin 
were admitted and escorted to the platform. 

National President : Ladies, I am delighted to present to you 
General Clarkson, Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army and 
General Gobin, who is to be. [General Clarkson then informed 
her that General Gobin had already been elected and had been 
installed Commander-in-Chief.] I have the very great pleasure of 
introducing to you General Gobin, who is Commander-in-Chief, 
and General Clarkson, who is Past Commander-in-Chief of the 
Grand Army of the Eepublic, and General Winans, Past Chief-of- 
Sta^. Ladies, salute. 

General Gobin : I must confess that I have addressed many 
different kinds of assemblies in my time, but I don't know that I 
ever addressed one composed entirely of ladies before. Therefore, 
if I call Mr. for Mrs. you will excuse me, and attribute it to my 
want of experience. However, I believe that I am in the National 
Convention of the Woman's Relief Corps, and representing the 
Grand Army for the time being, with my honors so new that I 
scarcely know how to wear them. I come to congratulate you 
upon the cordial relation which exists between the Grand Army 
and this organization — and it could not well be otherwise ; where 
in the Grand Army of the Republic all men are manly, and 
in the Woman's Relief Corps they are all young and handsome and 
such good business people. And let me say, ladies, that there 
is nothing in the management of this organization with which 
the old soldier is connected which so thoroughly demands your 
attention and might as business matters. I was wondering some 
time ago whether there were, in any of the hamlets and towns 
which you represent, some old fellows who were kept out of the 
Grand Army Posts because they had not the money to pay their 
dues ; and if there are will you look after them ? We want to get 
them all in. We want to have them all come to the Posts. We 
want them to come regularly. When we find out down among 
the Pennsylvania Dutch, where I belong, that there is any old 
fellow who cannot pay his dues, we pay them for him. But if the 
great army of the Woman's Relief Corps were engaged in any- 
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thing of that kind, they would find out and bring back to our 
Post room many a worthy fellow who ought to be there, and there 
learn the lessons which they ought to know. I did not come to 
make a speech, but what I want to say to you now is that you 
have my best wishes for your success. I don't know whether you 
have held your election or not. If you have not, fight over it all 
you can, for it is the one little pleasure you have in life. I never 
knew anything worth having unless you had a row about it. It 
sweetens the success to know that you got there through trials and 
tribulations. 

National President : Let me present to you the one who will 
work with you [presenting Mrs. Martin]. 

Oommander-in-Ohief Gobin : Madam, I congratulate yoii. 
You look well considering what you have been through. If be- 
tween us we cannot get these people to work, we will turn it over 
to someone who can. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer: I only want to say that he will find 
before the year is out that the Woman's Belief Corps is a greater 
help than he ever imagined a lot of women could be. 

National President : Ladies, it is not necessary to introduce 
General Glarkson to you, for you know how nobly he has stood 
by our Order. I can say to you, ladies, that I have heard him 
speak in favor of the Woman's Eelief Corps in the face of the 
enemy. I have heard him speak brave words of commenda- 
tion of the noble deeds of the women of the Woman's Belief 
Corps. I want to thank you for all that you have done. General 
Clarkson, and say to you that I believe that your administration 
as Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic has 
been an incentive to the Woman's Relief Corps such as it has 
seldom or never had. I thank you, and I can say that the pledge 
has been fulfilled which I gave you one year ago, that one hundred 
and forty thousand women would be truly loyal to the Grand Army 
of the Republic. 

General Clarkson: Mrs. President, you do me great honor. 
It does not seem to me that any one ought to be specially com- 
mended in this world for doing his or her duty. We have seen 
the direction in which our duties lay, and we have tried hard^ 
both of us, this year to keep in line. We have come as close to 
the line as we could. We have done our best ; nobody could da 
more. The year has been a delightful one to me. The associa- 
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tions which I have had with these great bodies of women all over 
the country has sustained me beyond measure. My successor and 
friend, General Gobin, asks that he be excused in case that he makes 
a mistake before a convention of women, because he is not in the 
habit of attending them. He don't hanker after them as much as I 
do, or he would have been there before. And he will find that he 
will miss a great deal, more than half the pleasures of his year, if 
he misses the meetings of the Woman's Eelief Corps in his travels, 
for they are' an inspiration everywhere all over the country. I 
have seen their Department Conventions in the largest halls in 
the towns, and I have seen them sitting almost on each other's 
laps, because there was not room in the building for them. Every- 
where that I have been there was that marked enthusiasm among 
those great women that simply paralyzed me. It was an inspira- 
tion to me. It has done me a world of good. General Gobin says 
that he hopes these women will get these old fellows back into the 
ranks. Do you know that there are thousands of the old veterans 
all over this country whose dues are quietly paid by these women ? 
Lots of our boys would have gone except for the sustaining power 
of these splendid women. The one suggestion that I believe that 
we could make would be, that the Corps of this organization go 
back and arrange with the Posts that they have joint meetings ; 
for wherever they have had them they have been of great benefit 
to both organizations, — where there is a Post and a Corps, a joint 
meeting of the two every month or so, where they could have a 
good time. I have laid down my insignia of office. I have turned 
over my badge to a better man, who will carry out the work of 
this organization better, I hope, than I did ; but I want to say 
just one word more before I leave you. I am what our good 
friend, Kate Sherwood, calls a faded flower. Kate and I were 
having a little confab last spring in Toledo, and she spoke of her- 
self and some others of the retired officers of the organization as 
^^ faded flowers." We are all faded flowers together now. But I 
want to tell you. Sister Hitt, I want to say to you, that the faded 
flowers come in very well some time. All flowers have to fade. 
The beautiful rose that we see in its first stages, opens out its 
little petals and it throws out a sweet perfume while it lasts; 
and then it begins to fade and another power takes hold of it, 
and it works it over and over and it makes a sweet perfume out 
of it, and that sweet perfume pervades the atmosphere all over 
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and around. And so long as time lasts, it is sweet. So that even 
a faded flower has its use. God grant, my good friend, that we 
shall continue to he of use to these organizations. I thank you 
from my heart for all the courtesies which you have shown me, 
for the strong right hand which you have given me through this 
year, and the same for all these splendid women whom you 
represent. 

Moved hy Julia S. Bowen of Kehraska, that a rising vote of 
thanks he given to General Clarkson. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Hauck, Department President of Pennsylvania: Inas- 
much as General Gohin is a Pennsylvania man and one whom we 
delight to honor, I would like to have the pleasure of pinning a 
badge on all three of the gentlemen. 

General Gohin: I am especially gratified that this comes 
from a locality where they have lived alongside of me so many 
years, and who know me so well where I live. 

Mrs. Morrison of Pennsylvania: Pennsylvania is proud of 
such a man as General Gohin, and we would like the Convention 
to appreciate this fact and hear not of the work he has done for 
the Woman's Relief Corps, but of the work he will do. 

Miss Williams : Ohio is proud of J. Cory Winans, General 
Clarkson's Chief of Staff, and asks that three rousing cheers be 
given him. 

J. Cory Winans: I was unfortunate in being escorted into 
the hall by a lady who knows me, and she admonished me not to 
make one of those two-hour speeches of mine, and just as I got on 
the platform she told me Mrs. Winans was here. 

The gentlemen were then escorted from the hall. 

Mrs. Turner, National Senior Vice-President ^ro tern,, resumed 
the chair. 

It was announced that the tellers were ready to report. 

National President resumed the chair. 

National President : The tellers are ready to report result of 
ballot for National Junior Vice-President. 

Miss Rule, Chairman : Whole number of votes cast, 292 ; 
necessary for a choice, 147. Mrs. Jones receives 139, Mrs. Laux, 
87, and Mrs. Flagg, 66. 

The National President then announced that there was no 
election, and that the ballot would have to be retaken. 
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National Senior Vice-President pro tern, took the chair and 
consideration of Eecommendation No. 3 of President's address was 
resumed. After a long and earnest discussion a vote was taken 
and the recommendation was lost. By vote of National Convention 
the discussion was ordered eliminated from the Journal. 

It was then announced that the tellers were ready to report. 

National President resumed the chair. 

National President : The tellers are ready to report result of 
second ballot for National Junior Vice-President. 

Miss Rule, Chairman : Whole number of votes cast, 281 ; 
necessary for a choice, 141. Mrs. Jones receives 197, Mrs. Laux, 
52, Mrs. Plagg, 31, and Mrs. Miller, 1. 

The National President then declared Mrs. Calista R. Jones 
of Vermont National Junior Vice-President elect, and announced 
that nominations were in order for National Treasurer. 

Mrs. Turner : I have a candidate, that I have had in my mind 
for some time, that I would like to present for your consideration. 
I know something of the duties of National Treasurer, and I know 
this woman to be honest and intelligent, and, if elected, capable of 
performing all the duties of the office to your satisfaction. I have 
the honor of presenting the name of Mrs. Isabelle T. Bagley. 

New York as a delegation moved that the nominations be closed 
and the National Secretary be instructed to cast the vote unanimously 
for Mrs. Isabelle T. Bagley. Seconded by many. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Turner : I have the honor of presenting to you, ladies, the 
candidate. 

National President then announced Mrs. Bagley National 
Treasurer elect. 

National President then announced that nominations were in 
order for National Chaplain. 

Georgia McClellan of Iowa : I rise to present the name of a 
woman who is well known in the Department of Iowa, and as a 
worker, second to none. Sarah L. Rothrock of Iowa. 

Seconded by Iowa delegation, Mrs. Bodge of Connecticut, and 
Mrs. Lukens of South Dakota. 

Mrs. Craig : I move that the nominations be unanimous, and 
the National Secretary be instructed to cast the ballot of this Con- 
vention for Mrs. Rothrock. 

Mrs. Chapin of California : The Grand Army have always 
elected a regularly ordained minister, and as we follow in their 
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footsteps, we deem it fitting and proper that we should follow their 
example in this. We have one in our own Order who is regularly- 
ordained, and who is especially fitted for this. I take pleasure in 
presenting to this Convention LbttaD. Crosley of Columhus, Ohio. 

This was seconded by Mrs. Pickler of South Dakota. 

Mrs. Crosley then withdrew her name, and it was moved and 
seconded that the nominations be closed, and that the Secretary be 
instructed to cast the ballot of the Convention for Mrs. Rothrock, 
for National Chaplain. [Carried.] 

The National President then declared Mrs. Sara L. Kothrock of 
Iowa, National Chaplain elect. 

Moved by Charity Busk Craig, and seconded by Mrs. Jones, 
that Mrs. Rothrock be presented to the platform. 

Mrs. Rothrock : Mrs. President and Ladies of the Convention. 
I understand by my election to this office that you have conferred 
an honor on the Department of Iowa, and in the name of our 
Department, I thank you. But you might have chosen some other 
Iowa woman to have done your praying, and because you did not, 
I thank you on my own account. Am perfectly willing that Iowa 
shall have all the honor that comes with the office of National 
Chaplain. She well deserves it and I gladly turn it over to her. 

I also thank you for the hearty manner in which you elected 
me. You made me feel that you did it because you wanted to. 
Your votes came to me laden with the fragrance of goodwill, and 
while I give to Iowa the honor of the office, if I mistake not, this 
expression of goodwill was intended for your Chaplain elect. Am 
I right? (Cries of " Yes ! yes ! " ) Then, with your permission, I 
will claim that. For while it is true that your votes elected me, 
I would rather have your goodwill without your votes, than your 
votes without your goodwill. 

We hear of sound waves and brain waves, but I know more 
about heart waves. In fact, have reached the time in my life 
when even honors have little value for me unless they come from 
the heart. These expressions of goodwill are bubblings over of 
divinity, and I like to I'etain all that were intended for me. They 
are eternal in their nature, therefore I shall not only enjoy them 
here, but if I go to heaven before the next Convention, you may 
know I have taken them all with me. 

National President : Nominations are now in order for chair- 
man of the Executive Board. 
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Mrs. Wallace of Illinois : I desire to place in nomination the 
name of Mrs. Mary G. Deane of Massachusetts. Seconded by the 
delegation of Massachusetts. 

Carrie A. House of California : I wish to place in nomination 
today a woman from my native State, a Past Department President, 
Augusta B. Hammond of Connecticut. 

No further candidates being presented, the President declared 
nominations closed. 

It was moved and seconded that the candidates be presented 
to the platform, where they were introduced to the Convention. 

National President : The tellers are now ready to report 
result of ballot for Chairman of Executive Board. 

Miss Rule, Chairman : Whole number of votes cast, 261 ; 
necessary for a choice, 131. Mrs. Deane receives 177 and Mrs. 
Hammond 84. 

The National President then declared Mrs. Mary G. Deane 
of Massachusetts, chairman elect of the Executive Board. 

National President announced that nominations were in,order 
for second member of the Executive Board. 

Mrs. Turner placed in nomination Augusta B. Hammond of 
Connecticut, for second member of the Executive Board. 

Seconded by Department of Connecticut. 

Mrs. Morse of New Jersey : I have the pleasure of placing in 
nomination a woman who has served as Department President for 
two consecutive terms, and I place in nomination Emma J. South- 
wick of New Jersey. 

Seconded by Mary P. Scott of Ohio, and Department of New 
Jersey. 

Mrs. Jones of Vermont seconded Mrs. Hammond's nomination. 

There being no further candidates, nominations were closed. 

Mrs. Turner, National Senior Vice-President 'pro tern., took 
the chair and consideration of President's address was resumed. 

Recommendation No, 4. The third object of the Woman's 
Eelief Corps is "to inculcate lessons of patriotism and love of 
country among our children and in the communities in which we 
live." In carrying out this great principle of our Order we have 
placed flags on our schoolhouses, patriotic primers, salutes and 
charts in our schools ; but in our zeal in accomplishing all this we 
have forgotten that in our ritualistic work we have nothing to ndi- 
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cate our own allegiance to our country's flag. After consulting a 
number of the menabers of the Order it has been decided to place 
before you some changes in and additions to the Ritual which have 
been carefully prepared, and which I most earnestly recommend to 
your consideration and for adoption. 

Approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Bell of Wisconsin, that the recommendation 
be adopted. Seconded by Mrs. Jones of New York. 

Miss Moore of Pennsylvania : I want to say that I attended 
last evening the exemplification of this work, and I desire to 
heartily endorse this recommendation. 

Mrs. Turner : I would like to ask Mrs. Hitt if this makes an 
entire change in our ritualistic ceremony ? 

Mrs. Hitt (National President) : A decided change, but not an 
entire change, by any means.. 

Mrs. Turner : Please explain to the ladies who were not there 
what it is. We want to understand it. 

Mrs. Hitt (National President) : I gave to the members of this 
Convention the opportunity to see this work for themselves. I do 
not think that any one individual could explain the work satisfac- 
torily from the platform. 

Mrs. Turner : I ask if it would be advisable to try this until 
our next Convention ? 

Mrs. Hitt (National President) : Mrs. President, when I closed 
my report to this Convention, I said " here is the year's work ; I 
place it in your hands." I want to say to you, ladies, that I would 
not grieve over it if you did not adopt this recommendation, for 
I believe that the time is coming when the Woman's Relief Corps 
will adopt it. Why are our members dropping out and going into 
other organizations ? One reason that we have not been able to 
hold our members is because we have not made our work attractive 
enough for them. Now, as I have said before, I leave it in your 
hands, and whether you wish it or not is for you to decide. 

Mrs. Travis of Indiana : As a member of the committee I wish 
to say that the committee witnessed the exemplification of this 
work last night, and we feel that it is most beautiful ; and I wish 
to say that we approve the recommendation with the understanding 
that it will not necessitate the purchase of new books. 

Mrs. Hitt (National President) : If you go far enough into our 
work and not take up a sentence at a time, you will see that I have 
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made a recommendation covering that very point. The recom- 
mendations regarding the revisions of the Red Book should apply 
to the Ritual and Service Book as far as practicable. 

Mrs. MacGill of Massachusetts : I was present last night at the 
exemplification of the work, and while I think the work was beauti- 
ful, I bear in mind that in Massachusetts at least, many of the 
women are old and ungraceful. There might be in some Corps 
young girls who could take this office, and it is the Corps who should 
decide it. I believe, Mrs. President, it should be referred to the 
Corps through their Departments, and let them have a word as to 
whether they desire to change it. 

Mrs. Griffith of Iowa: The good sister has just struck the 
keynote. What we want in the Woman's Relief Corps is the 
daughters to carry the banners. The place for the daughters is 
right in this organization, to carry on the work when we get too 
old to carry it forward. 

Mrs. Craig : I only wish to speak to the question as to our 
trying this. As we have done before, we can change it if we like. 

Cries of "Question!" and the motion, being put, was carried 
by a rising vote. 

It was announced that the tellers were ready to report. 

National President resumed the chair. 

National President ; The tellers are now ready to report result 
of ballot for second member of the Executive Board. 

Miss Rule, Chairman: Whole number of votes cast, 230; 
necessary for a choice, 116. Mrs. Hammond receives 164 and 
Mrs. South wick 66. 

The National President then declared Mrs Augusta B. Ham- 
mond of Connecticut second member of the Executive Board elect. 

National President then announced that nominations were in 
order for third member of the Executive Board. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer: I think it is very desirable that we 
encourage as far as possible Departments out on the frontier. They 
are struggling against great odds ; and without making any speech, 
I would say that Mrs. Laux of Oklahoma has been doing a grand 
and glorious work and would make a good member. 

Mrs. Sherwood seconded the nomination of Mrs. Laux, and 
moved that the Secretary be instructed to cast the unanimous vote 
of the Convention for Mrs. Laux. 
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Mrs. Bordwell of Minnesota : Minnesota is a modest Depart- 
ment. It has never had first place, and it is with sore hearts that 
the delegates of Minnesota came to this Convention. Last year 
we thought that we would all come to 6u:^lo to see our National 
Senior Vice-President, Marie Hasen winkle, on the platform in the 
honurahle position to which she had heen unanimously elected. 
And I now place in nomination for the third member of the Exec- 
utive Board Mrs. Bissell of Minnesota, who has taken up the work 
she laid down. 

Seconded by Fannie D. Hardin of Colorado, Department Min- 
nesota and others. 

There being no further candidates, the National President 
announced the nominations closed. 

On motion, the conductors escorted the candidates to the 
platform, where they were presented to the Convention by the 
National President. 

National Senior Vice-President pro tern, took the chair and 
discussion of the President's address was resumed. 

Recommendation No, 6. That at the end of the present 
Department administration the Department of the Potomac be 
remanded to Detached Corps. 

Approved by committee. 

Mrs. Deane of Massachusetts moved the adoption of the 
report of the committee. Seconded by Mrs. Cadden of Maryland. 

It was then announced tellers were ready to report. 

National President resumed the chair. 

National President : The tellers are now ready to report re- 
sult of ballot for third member of the Executive Board. 

Miss Rule, Chairman : Whole number of votes cast, 228 ; 
necessary for a choice, 116. Mrs. Laux receives 142, Mrs. South- 
wick 63, and Mrs. Bissell 23. 

The National President then declared Mrs. Olive M. Laux 
of Oklahoma the third member of the Executive Board elect. 

National President then announced that nominations were in 
order for the fourth member of the Executive Board. 

Mrs. Gwilt of Oregon nominated Mrs. Bissell of Minnesota, 
seconded by the Department of Minnesota. 
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Mary P- Scott of Ohio, seconded by Mrs. Bodge, nominated 
Mrs. Southwick of New Jersey. Iowa as a body seconded the 
nomination of Mrs. Southwick. 

The nominations were closed, and Mrs. Bissell withdrew her 
name and asked that the Secretary be instructed to cast the vote 
of the Convention unanimously for Mrs. Southwick of New Jersey. 

Seconded by several and carried. 

The Secretary cast the ballot for Mrs. Southwick and the 
National President then declared Mrs. Emma J. Southwick of 
New Jersey fourth member of the Board elect. 

The National President then announced that nominations 
were in order for fifth member of the Executive Board. 

Mrs. Turner: I wish to place in nomination Mrs. House of 
California. Ladies, remember how many years it has been since 
California had a National officer. It is as many as eight or nine 
years since that Department has been honored. 

Seconded by Mrs. Roth rock of Iowa. 

Mrs. Dodge of Colorado : I wish to nominate Mrs. Fannie D. 
Hardin of Colorado, for fifth member of the Executive Board. 

There being no further candidates the National President 
declared the nominations closed. 

Mrs. Turner, National Senior Vice-President pro tern., then 
resumed the chair and consideration of Recommendation No. 5, 
President's Address, was continued. After a prolonged discussion 
by Mrs. Johnson, Hampton, Turner, Hendricks, Bell and others, 
the motion was lost. 

Mrs. Wallace : It is now seven o'clock. I want to know if we 
are to hold an evening session or shall we now adjourn until to- 
morrow morning ? 

National President : The tellers are now ready to report result 
of ballot for fifth member of the Executive Board. 

Miss Rule, Chairman : Whole number of votes cast, 169 > 
necessary to a choice, 85. Mrs. House receives 154, Mrs. Hardin 
12, Mrs. Booth 1, Mrs. Cane 1 and Mrs. Dodge 1. 

The National President then declared Mrs. Carrie A. House 
of California fifth member of the Executive Board elect. 

A motion was made by Mrs. Turner that Convention adjourn 
until eight o'clock that evening. Seconded by many. [Carried.] 
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FRIDAY— EVENING SESSION. 

The Convention was called to order at nine o'clock, the 
National President in the chair. 

National President : We will be led in prayer by Mrs. Hannah 
U. Max on. 

Mrs. Maxon : Dear Father, we come to Thee at this time for 
Thy blessing on our deliberations. We ask Thee for wisdom, holi- 
ness, justice and truth in what we premeditate. May we be tnie 
to the principles which lie so near our hearts, have faith in the 
ones who lead us, and they will cause us to look up and honor 
Thee as the God of the land we love. Heavenly Father, we ask 
Thee to be with us in all that is said and done. Let us be women, 
true to our country, true to our God. May we pledge ourselves to 
be true and loyal to each other and to our beloved organization. 
May we strive for all that is good and true. Make us purer in our 
hearts and thoughts so that we may live nearer to Thee ; and when 
the time shall come for us to answer the call to come up higher, 
may it be said to each of us, *^ Well done, good and faithful servant, 
come and abide in the place which I have prepared for you." Dear 
Father, give us Thy support and Thy helpfulness, we ask it for 
Christ's sake. Amen. 

The minutes of the two previous sessions were read and ap- 
proved and the password was then taken up. 

Moved by Mrs. Ransford of Indiana and seconded by Mrs. 
Young of Ohio, that all discussion in regard to President's Recom- 
mendations Nos. 3 and 6, that are not pertinent to the business of 
the Convention, be eliminated from the Journal. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Turner, National Senior Vice-President jpro tern., then 
resumed the chair, and the further consideration of the recom- 
mendations of the National President's address was taken up. 

Recommendation No. 6. That hereafter no such appeal, how- 
ever meritorious, shall be sent out unless it emanate from National 
Headquarters through the National President, with the advice of 
the National Council. 

Approved by the committee. 
20 
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Moved by Olive Williams of Ohio, seconded by Mrs. Davidson 
of New York, that the report of the committee be adopted. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer : Mrs. President, I am very grateful to the 
National President for her kind words and for the co-operation 
she has given in this matter. I am very grateful, indeed, to the 
Woman's Relief Corps and to the friends, and others outside of 
this organization — for perhaps I have as many friends outside of 
this organization — for all they have done for me ; and my gratitude 
will never cease for this freewill offering that has helped me 
through the diflBculties of this trying time. It is with great 
regret that, after supporting myself for forty years, I find myself 
in such a condition. I am not sorry for the resolution but I am 
sorry for the last part. Under other circumstances I could vote 
for it ; but it is connected with this article of tribute as though 
the Woman's Eelief Corps had paid the mortgage upon my farm. 
That is not the case. Not a dollar of the Woman's Relief Corps' 
money has been paid for the mortgage on my home. That is well 
understood ; thoroughly understood by those who are familiar 
with the whole thing. I would like for it not to appear, at least 
I am sorry if it should appear that it came up and shut the door 
against some poor woman, and all the poor women who come here- 
after. The fact is that the National President has the power. 
They can call upon her for help at any time, and therefore I would 
a little rather this should not appear in the shape it is in in these 
minutes. 

Mrs. Hitt (National President): I think it due me that I 
should say a few words on this subject. No one has any greater 
respect for Mrs. Wittenmyer and her services, both during the 
war and since. She has my respect throughout. I made the 
recommendation with no desire whatever to reflect upon her ; but 
I felt, and feel still, that it is not wise for the Woman's Relief 
Corps to be called upon in that way for any purpose whatever ; 
therefore I said that I would recommend that hereafter such 
appeals should emanate from National Headquarters through the 
National President, with the advice of her Council. For I think 
that is the only correct way a thing of that sort should be done. 
I believe that this Convention knows that I want to be just, and I 
certainly would not reflect upon Mrs. Wittenmyer, for more reasons 
than one. I only feel that the manner of doing this work is not 
altogether wise, and I felt that the Convention should take this 
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action. I feel so still. I do not know what you will do with the 
recommendation, but I made it because I conscientiously believed 
that I was right in doing so. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer: I am very glad of this explanation before 
this Convention, for that was what I wanted. I suppose that 
there is no woman who has filled the office of National President 
but who has not had more or less letters asking for help. Dur- 
ing my administration there was not a month but that letters 
came from men and women that would make your heart ache, all 
wanting help so much; and for that reason T can see what 
Mrs. Hitt had to contend with when she made this recommenda- 
tion. 

A vote was taken and the motion was carried. 

National Senior Vice-President pro tern, : Nominations are 
now in order for a member of the Woman's Relief Corps Home 
Board. 

Moved by Mrs. Craig of Wisconsin, that Mrs. Wickins be 
re-elected. Seconded by Kate E. Jones of New York. 

Mrs. Young of Ohio, seconded by Mrs. Putnam of New York, 
nominated Mrs. Hitt for a member of the board, and Mrs. Wickins 
withdrew in her favor. 

Mrs. Ladd of Massachusetts, seconded by Mrs. Putnam, moved, 
That the nominations be closed and that Mrs. Hitt be declared 
unanimously a member of the Home Board. [Carried.] 

National Senior Vice-President pro tern, : Ladies, I have the 
honor of presenting your choice for member of the Home Board, 
Mrs. Agnes Hitt. 

Mrs. Hitt (National President) : Ladies, I have been taken 
by surprise. I don't know whether I want to be a member of the 
Home Board or not. I know I don't want to put Mrs. Wickins 
off the Board. 

National President resumed the chair. 

National President : Nominations are now in order for a 
member of the Andersonville Prison Board. 

Mrs. Wallace : I desire to place in nomination Mrs. Sarah D. 
Winans of Ohio. 

Seconded by Mrs. Bagley. 

Mrs. Emma Stark Hampton was placed in nomination by 
Mrs. Joanna W. Turner of Potomac. >^ Mrs. Hampton declined for 
various reasons. 
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Moved by Mrs. Young of Ohio, seconded by Mrs. Mann of 
Ohio, that the Secretary cast the unanimous vote of the Conven- 
tion for Mrs. Winans as a member of the Andersonville Prison 
Board. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Turner, National Senior Vice-President ^o tern.,, took the 
chair, and action on President's address was resumed. 

Recommendation No, 7. That this clause be restored to its 
original wording, which is: "The following books are furnished 
to every Corps when organized, viz. : ten Kituals, two Service 
Books, a Journal, Roll Book, Order Book, General Order File and 
Letter File for the Secretary's use; for Treasurer's use, a Cash 
Book, Ledger and Receipt Book." 

Approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Ransford of Indiana, seconded by Mrs. Deane 
of Massachusetts, that the report of the committee be adopted. 

Mrs. Turner: It has been moved and seconded that the 
recommendation, or the report of the committee, be adopted. I 
have just asked Mrs. Hitt if that affects the cheap supplies, and 
she says that it does not. I would make this suggestion, that it 
does not affect the cheap supplies for the small Corps. 

Mrs. Wallace : It simply refers to a little paragraph in the 
back of the Ritual. 

The vote was taken and the report of the committee adopted. 

Recommendation No, 8. That Section 1, Art. IL, Chap. IL, 
be changed to read, "and must be accompanied by an admission 
fee of not less than one dollar and fifty cents, which includes the 
price of badge and copy of the Rules and Regidations." 

Approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Carr of Colorado and seconded by Mrs. Sine 
of Illinois, that the report of the committee be adopted. [Carried.] 

Recommendation No. 9. That Departments may establish 
District Conventions, and Rules and Regulations be so amended. 

Approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Wallace of Illinois and seconded by Mrs. 
Craig of Wisconsin, that the report of committee be adopted. 
[Carried.] 
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Recommendation No. 10. That the following change be 
made : " Corps in Departments exemplifying the ritualistic work at 
District Conventions shall be inspected at that time." 

Approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Deane of Massachusetts and seconded by Hen- 
rietta Barnes of Ohio, that the report of the committee be adopted. 
[Carried.] 

Recommendation No, 11. That hereafter Press Corre- 
spondents' badges be made to correspond to all other badges, 
past and present rank, and that Kules and Begulations be so 
amended. 

Approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Evans of Illinois and seconded by Mrs. 
Lukens of South Dakota, that the recommendation be adopted. 

Mrs. Turner (National Senior Vice-President pro tem.) : The 
Press Correspondent's badge is exactly like our regular badge, ex- 
cept this part. The only reason that the pin was made different 
from the others was that it was not large enough to contain the 
words " Press Correspondent." The scroll and pen were added as 
a pendant. Now, I would like to make the suggestion that the 
pin be changed simply by adding the word " Press " to conform 
with our other badges, and the pen and scroll be put on the Past 
Correspondent's badge. 

Mrs. Hitt (National President) : My reason for making this 
recommendation was this : A certain badge which is designated in 
Rules and Regulations was adopted by the National Convention at 
Minneapolis. I saw no reason, and I see no reason now, why the 
Press Correspondent's badge should not conform with the law. 

Mrs. Bagley : I wish to inquire if this pendant with the scroll 
and the pen where the rules say the shield shall hang, is to be re- 
moved entirely, and to have the silver cross placed in its stead ? 

Mrs. Hitt (National President) : Yes, as in all past officers' 
badges. 

Mrs. Rausford of Indiana, seconded by many, moved the 
adoption of the report of the committee. [Carried.] 

National President resumed the chair. 

National President : Ladies, there is a question arising as 
to whether we will complete the work tonight, or whether we will 
hold a morning session. As it is quite a little after ten o'clock 
now, I desire some expression. 
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Mrs. Sims of Indiana : We who live so far from Buffalo 
must go home tomorrow, and I move that we continue the work at 
least an liour longer ; that we continue the business tonight and 
that this session be continued until half past eleven, and that this 
Convention adjourn at that time to meet at eight in the morning. 

Seconded by Mrs. Hall. [Carried.] 

National Senior Vice-President 'pro tern, resumed the chair 
and action on National President's address was resumed. 

Recommendation No, 12. That the badge for the Chief of 
Staff shall have on the bar-pin the words " Senior Aide." 

Approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Birdseye of Missouri, seconded by Mrs. Perry 
of Minnesota, that the report of committee be adopted. [Carried.] 

Recommendation No, 13. That Sect. 2, Art. IV, Chap. V., 
Rules and Regulations, be changed to read " upon payment of the 
regular initiation fee.'' 

Approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Lyon of Ohio and seconded by Mrs. Bullock 
of Massachusetts, that the report of the committee be adopted. 

Mrs. Craig : The regular initiation fee as we have fixed it is 
$1.50. I move that this read " upon payment of an initiation fee 
of $1.00 when in possession of her own badge." 

Committee approved of the amendment that it be $1.00. 

Mrs. Younkman of Oklahoma : It may do for the Eastern 
States, but not for the Territories. It will work injustice to them. 
I think that you should leave it to the Corps in their own judg- 
ment. We have many members who were suspended for lack of 
money, and they won't be able to pay the $1.00 to come back. 
They say that they will ccme in when the cotton has been gathered 
and sold. In my own Corps we have three members whom we 
have carried for three quarters, because they were good working 
members. Ladies, let us give them their reinstatement for twenty- 
five cents. 

Mrs. Hitt (N^ational President) : She is mistaken in* my idea. 
It is not the suspended members to which I refer. 

A vote was taken and the report of committee as amended 
was adopted. 

Recommendation No, 14. That the sum of $60.00 be now 
allowed the National Treasurer for clerk hire, and the same amount 
be allowed annually. 
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Approved by committee. 

Mrs. Bowman of Pennsylvania moved the adoption of the 
report of the committee. Seconded by Mrs. Griffith of Iowa. 

Mrs. Cressinger of Ohio : Does not the Treasurer receive a 
salary for services rendered ? 

Mrs. Hitt (National President) : She does. Six hundred 
a year. 

Mrs. Cressinger of Ohio : I know that there are a great 
many National officers who do not receive any remuneration at 
all, and it seems to me that the amount given to 4he Treasurer 
for her services ought to include her clerk hire. 

Mrs. Griffith of Iowa: I want to speak in favor of that 
recommendation. I know what the arduous duties of the National 
Treasurer are. I know that no ten hours' work a day can com- 
plete the work as Mrs. Bagley does it. 

Mrs. Hitt (National President) : One hundred and fifty 
dollars is set apart for extra help at National Headquarters to 
assist the National Secretary in her duties. The National Secre- 
tary receives a salary of $600.00 just as the National Treasurer 
does, and no one should dispute it. I am very sure the Auditing 
Committee will sustain this recommendation, because no Depart- 
ment officer can have the work that this officer has. Many mid- 
nights find her at work, and many mornings early. When it 
becomes time of the year for the National Convention, it is an 
absolute necessity for her to have some assistance. Thus far she 
has paid it out of her own purse. If you will give National Head- 
quarters $150.00 per year for extra expenses, you certainly should 
be willing to give the National Treasurer $50.00 per year for the 
purpose. of hiring the extra help which she needs. I do not say 
that all of this $150.00 is used every year at National Head- 
quarters. I do not think that often more than $50.00 of it is used 
each year ; but it should be left as it is in case it should be needed. 
You do not take into consideration that the Woman's Relief Corps 
is doing a financial business that few firms are doing who pay a 
book-keeper a large salary for his work. No man on earth would 
do Mrs. Bagley 's work for less than $1,500.00 a year, and you are 
doing well to find a National Treasurer who does the work as Mrs. 
Bagley does it, and you should not begrudge her this extra 
$50.00. 

A vote was taken and the report of committee adopted. 
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Moved by Mrs. Ransford of Indiana and seconded by Mrs. 
Kinney of Massachusetts, that the report of the Committee on the 
President's Address be adopted as a whole. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Wickins of Kansas : I move that a vote of thanks be 
extended to America Corps of Chicago and all those who came 
here to exemplify the flag work, as recommended by the National 
President. Seconded by many. [Carried.] 

National President ; The Committee on Report of National 
Junior Vice-President are ready to report. 

In the absence of the chairman of Committee on Report of 
Junior Vice-President Mrs. Newcomb read the report. 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL JUNIOR VICE-PRESIDENT's 

REPORT. 

Mrs, President and Members of the Fifteenth National Con- 
vention, W.R. C. : We have read with pleasure the report of the 
Junior Vice-President, Amelia F. Colgan, and most heartily 
approve of the noble work she has done in aid of the old soldiers 
and the advancement of our Order. 

Her past proves that she " will not be weary in well doing." 

Respectfully submitted in P., C. and L., 

Mary Lyle Reynolds, Kentucky, Chairman^ 
Amanda T. Newcomb, Vermont, 
At>ELAiDE F. BissELL, Minnesota, 
Maggie A. Rust, Texas, 
Bessie M. Seymour, Rhode Island, 

Committee. 



Moved by Mrs. Wheeler of Massachusetts and seconded by 
Mrs. Rothrock of Iowa, that the report be adopted. [Carried.] 

It was announced that the Committee on National Inspector's 
Report was ready to report ; but there was some objection made to 
its being read, on account of the temporary absence of the National 
Inspector. The National President stated that as the report was 
an important one it would be read anyway. 

The report of the committee was read by the chairman, Mrs. 
Carr. 
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Mrs. President and Members of the Fifteenth National Con- 
vention : Your committee appointed to examine the report of the 
National Inspector have performed that duty, and respectfully 
report that she has performed the arduous and multifarious duties 
with signal ability . 

Few there be who fully comprehend the importance of the 
office of National Inspector, or the labors incident to the office ; 
experience is the only teacher, and to that we appeal in support of 
our approval of the year's labors performed by the National 
Inspector. 

Eecommendation No. 1. Approved. 
Recommendation No. 2. Approved. 

Realizing the great benefit that a visit from our National offi- 
cer would be to the small Departments in the South and West, we 
most heartily approve 

Recommendation No. 3, providing the financial condition of 
the National Treasury will permit. 

Recommendation No. 4. Approved. 
Recommendation No. 5. Not approved. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L. 

Mary L. Carr, Colorado, Chairman, 
Ellen F. Daniels, West Virginia, 
Emma F. Cressinger, Ohio, 
Mary L. Oilman, Massachusetts, 
Elizabeth Skeel, Wisconsin, 

Com^mittee. 

Moved by Mrs. Ransford of Indiana, that the recommenda- 
tions be taken up seriatim. Seconded by many. [Carried] 

Recommendation No. 1. That spaces 2, 3, 14, 21 on Form T, 
be made wider to accommodate the figures nicely. 

Approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Wheeler of Massachusetts and seconded by 
Mrs. Little of Wisconsin, that the recommendation be adopted. 
[Carried."! 
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Recommendation No, 2. That the Detached Corps in the 
West be attached to the nearest Departments, as they are some- 
what discouraged and feel they are not in touch with the workers 
of our Order. 

Approved by the committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Perry of Minnesota, seconded by Mrs. Rans- 
ford of Indiana^ that the report of the committee be adopted. 

Mrs. Carr: Mrs. President, I would like to say that the 
National Inspector stated to me that many letters had come to 
her from Detached Corps asking that they be attached to some 
Department. 

Mrs. Wallace: Mrs. President, I think this refers to the 
Western Corps. 

Mrs. Turner : I think that it should be left in the hands of 
the National President. I think she knows a great deal best 
about it. 

Mrs. Ransford of Indiana: Ladies, I move that we do not 
concur in the report of the committee. 

National President : The motion is that we do not concur in 
the report of the committee. 

The question was put and the motion carried. 

Recommendation No, 3. Feeling that the sum of $200.00 is 
not sufficient to defray the expense of National President in visit- 
ing and helping the discouraged ones, I would recommend that the 
sum be raised to $500.00, thus allowing her to visit the weaker 
Departments in the West and South. 

Approved by committee. 

Moved by Olive Williams of Ohio, seconded by Mrs. Ransford 
of Indiana, that the recommendation be adopted. 

Mrs. Turner : It seems to me that we are voting away a great 
deal of money without due consideration, and that the sum is too 
much. It seems to me that if you raised that $100.00, making it 
$300.00, it would be sufficient to cover needed expenses. 

Mrs. Carr : I would like to say that the committee considered 
this matter a long while ; and in looking over the National Presi- 
dent's report, we found that she had visited several of the Depart- 
ments, but owing to the expense there were several she could not 
visit. Now, I know that $500.00 seems a great amount, but when 
you realize that the National President, being in the State of 
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Missouri, wishes to visit Arizona, New Mexico, Utah and Cali- 
fornia, she must have money to do so. In discussing the matter 
we thought how much money it takes to travel, especially in 
the Western States; then we considered the question that the 
Grand Army gives the Commander-in-Chief f 2,000.00, and we 
only give our President $200.00. If she could visit these Western 
States, New Mexico, Arizona and Utah, it would do them a great 
deal of good. They do need a National officer to visit them. I 
know whereof I speak ; I live in Colorado, and have been in New 
Mexico, and they have said that a National officer's visit would 
be an inspiration ; and you know how it is in all the Departments. 
I know that it seems a great amount, but I also know that this 
money will be well expended. 

Mrs. Wickins: Mrs. President, I know very well what an 
inspiration it is for the National President, or any National officer 
for that matter, to come into Convention. But I think that they 
are perfectly capable of visiting their own Corps, and I don't think 
that they would care to have a National officer go there to instruct 
them ; therefore I think the amount is too much. 

Vote was taken and the report of committee adopted. 

Recommendation No, 4. That the action of the Fourteenth 
National Convention be rescinded and that Department Inspectors 
compile all reports, sending to Department Headquarters the 
tabulated report Form P and to the National Inspector Form RR. 

Approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Deane of Massachusetts, seconded by Mrs. Car- 
roll of Ohio, that the report of committee be adopted. [Carried.] 

Recommendation No, 5. That Corps be inspected this year 
by one of their own members, except those desiring or needing 
outside inspectors, and all laws in conflict be set aside. 

Not approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Ransford and seconded by Mrs. Bodge, that 
the report of the committee be adopted. 

Mrs. Bodge : It seems pretty hard for our small Department 
to pay as much for a month's inspection as it would for a whole 
year. We have got to pay just as much for our inspectors going 
from this Department as we would have to pay for a whole year. 
It seems rather a hardship on the small Departments. 
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National President : There are many points of inspection not 
included in that new form. 

Mrs. Wallace: This recommendation simply says for this 
year. And could it not be amended to read, the Departments may 
have this blank inspection this year ? may it not be amended so as 
to use the word may — may inspect ? It would save about $400.00 
to the Department of Illinois. 

Mrs. Turner: One of the members from Vermont was talking 
about that today, and she said that the Corps members were allowed 
to inspect their Corps. It has worked to great advantage in their 
Department. 

Mrs. Bodge : I fully understand that this does not cover all 
kinds of inspection blanks, and I will contend for this year thir- 
teen questions, at least, in that blank have been answered ; and it 
seems to me that in some way expenses should be reduced for the 
Departments. Our inspection will cost us just as much as it 
ever did in the whole year if the thirteen questions, which have 
been answered, go for naught. 

Mrs. Carr : I would like to say that on page 109 is a supple- 
mental tabulated report of the inspectors from June 1, 1896, to 
June 1, 1897 ; that this dates from September 1 and ends Aug. 
31, 1896, and that all of the work from Sept. 1, 1896, to Aug. 31, 
1897, will have to be gone over and inspected. 

Mrs. Mohr of New York : I would like to ask if I will have 
to recall the work done the day before I left home. I sent out a 
general order for inspection. 

National President : Your motion was to adopt the report of 
this committee, which was not to approve the recommendation. 

The vote was taken and the motion carried. 

Mrs. Wallace : I move that this report be adopted as a whole. 

Seconded by Mrs. Winans. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Craig : I move that this Convention confer the power 
on the National President to grant a dispensation to the Depart- 
ment President to inspect by blank. 

Mrs. Wallace : Who has the power to ask for this dispensation? 

National President : The Department President. 

Mrs. Craig : It seems to me that in granting a special power to 
the National President we don't have to wait to send it out to all 
the Corps. When the President elect takes her seat the power is 
hers when you grant it. 
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National President : This Convention enacts a law but it 
does not go into effect until it is promulgated, and the law will 
not be promulgated until tjie decisions of this Convention are 
issued in a general order, and a great deal of the work of this 
inspection will be done as it has been. It affects the work of the 
future, not the present. 

A motion was then made to adjourn until eight o'clock Satur- 
day morning) and the motion carried. 



SATURDAY— MORNING SESSION. 

The sixth session of the Woman's Relief Corps was called to 
order by the National President at 8.30 a.m. The Convention 
joined in the Lord's Prayer, led by Mrs. Bagley. Minutes of the 
previous session were read and approved. 

It was then announced that the Committee on Treasurer's Re- 
port was ready to report. Report read by Mrs. Chaffee, chairman. 



REPORT OP COMMITTEE ON REPORT OF NATIONAL TREASURER. 

Mrs, President and Members of the Fifteenth National Con- 
vention, W.R. C. After a careful examination of your Treasurer's 
report we find it a clear and concise statement of the financial 
condition of the National Treasury, and one that reflects great 
credit upon the painstaking manner in which the arduous work of 
the National Treasurer has been performed. The committee ap- 
prove of the recommendation which reads : First, " that new edi- 
tions of Department and Corps requisition books be issued and 
supplied to Departments and Corps free of cost ; " second, " that 
Department and Corps Treasurers be instructed to destroy all old 
requisitions in their possession upon receipt of new ones." Your 
committee would recommend that Department Treasurers order sup- 
plies in quantities amounting to $50 00 or more, as by thus doing 
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the freight would be prepaid, making the expense of their Depart- 
ment less and at the same time reducing the work of the National 
Treasurer. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Emeline M. Chaffee, New York, Chairman^ 
Jeannette M. Mann, Ohio, 
Annie F. Church, Nebraska, 

Committee, 



Moved by Mrs Sloan of New York and seconded by Mrs. 
Harris of Kansas, that the report of the committee be adopted. 

Mrs. Turner made an amendment that the recommendation of 
the committee, which was that the Department Treasurer in order- 
ing supplies from the National Treasurer order $50.00 worth at 
a time, be acted upon separately. 

Mrs. Sloan of New York accepted Mrs. Turner's amendment, 
seconded by Mrs. Harris. [Carried.] 

The recommendation of the committee, referred to by Mrs. 
Turner, was then taken up. 

Mrs. Turner: Mrs. President, this has been adopted right 
straight along for many years. It is nothing new. I want to 
say that it is not possible for them to always order $50.00 worth 
of supplies at a time and pay for them. I think it is more neces- 
sary to pay for supplies than it is to order and not pay for them. 
It ought not to be compulsory. I think it is absolutely necessary 
for them to order in as large quantities as possible, but there are 
instances when it is utterly impossible for them to do so. 

Mrs. Bagley : It is to the advantage of the Departments to 
order f 50.00 worth of supplies. Now, personally, it might be 
easier for me to put up these supplies, but I am not to be con- 
sidered in this. It is to the advantage of the Departments to buy 
these supplies and have the freight paid through. But if you 
send six orders a week they will be promptly filled. For years 
this has been recommended. However, no harm can come through 
this committee making this recommendation once more. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer : There is one thing that has not been 
brought out. It is this : every Convention we change the laws 
more or less and supplies kept on hand would be out of date. 

The vote was taken and the recommendation lost. 
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National President: I would like to sound a warning and 
that is this : it has been customary with some Departments for- 
warding requisitions for supplies to the National Treasurer, to 
request the National Treasurer to send these supplies to each 
individual Corps ; and I want to say that it is an injustice to your 
National Treasurer to send such requisitions. The Department 
Treasurer should make the requisition and have the supplies sent 
her, and not request the National Treasurer to do the Department 
Treasurer's work. 

Moved by Mrs. Wittenmyer, seconded by Mrs. Gwilt of 
Oregon, that the report of the committee be adopted as a whole. 
[Carried.] 

The Secretary then read the report on the National Institut- 
ing and Installing Officer's Report. 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL INSTITUTING AND IN- 
STALLING officer's report. 

Mrs, President and Members of the Fifteenth National Con- 
vention, W,R,C.: Your committee on Instituting and Installing 
Officer's Report would submit the following: 

We have carefully examined the report and find that the work 
has been done in a very concise and conscientious manner, show- 
ing that a great deal of time and thought has been given in the 
performance of her duty. 

And we, your committee, heartily indorse the same. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Susan Gwilt, Oregon, Chairman, 
Fannie D. Hardin, Colorado, 
Eva E. Bent, Illinois, 
Louese a. Turck, Michigan, 
Lettie F. Withers, Wisconsin, 

Committee, 



Miss Olive Williams of Ohio moved the adoption of the 
report, seconded by Emma F. Cressinger of Ohio. [Carried]. 

A petition from the Department of Kentucky was then read 
by the National Secretary. 
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Lexington, Ky., May 12, 1897. 
To the Fifteenth National Convention, Woman's JRelief Corps, 

Greeting: We, the undersigned, members of the Department of 
Kentucky, respectfully submit to you our names in petition for a division 
of the white and colored members of this Department, and request you 
to make the colored members a Detached Corps ; believing it to be for 
the best good and advancement of this Department. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Inez Crawford, 

Department President^ 
Mary A. Ninekirk, 

Department Secretary^ 
Sallie L. Vaughan Gratz, 

Department Senior Vice- President , 
Elizabeth Rees, 

Delegate-at'Large^ 
Mary Lyle Reynolds, 

Past National Senior Vice-Presidenty 
Belle Ross Ludwig, 

Past Department President^ 
Hannah Donaldson, 

Past Department Secretary , 
and forty-nine other signers to this petition. 

Mrs. Cadden of Maryland : In behalf of a large number of 
Corps in Maryland, I would ask that Maryland be included with 
Kentucky in this petition. 

Mrs. Scott of Ohio moved that the petition of Maryland be 
included. Seconded by Mrs. Hampton of Michigan. 

Mrs. Giles of Iowa moved that the petition be granted by this 
Convention. Seconded by Mrs. Winans of Ohio. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer : I took the trouble to talk with a woman 
from Kentucky. I am very much interested in this Department. 
I have labored there. I know all the circumstances. The case is 
a very hard one, and I must confess, like the Kentucky women 
themselves, I hardly know what to propose. When asked if it 
would be just the right thing to detach all the Corps, both white 
and colored, they said no ; while it would be in some respects a 
good thing, it would swamp the whole Department and then they 
would go off to the other rival organization. I asked Mrs. 
Reynolds what she would approve. She said that she thought 
that they were masters of the situation now, and could manage 
themselves if no other colored Corps were organized. I am just 
speaking for Kentucky. The colored Corps have a benefit fund. 
We do not allow a benefit fund, and if we draw them up on that 
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line they will not be so demanding as they are now ; and as we 
white women do not have any benefit fund, it seems to me that the 
time will come that we must insist that the colored women must 
not have a benefit fund. I propose just that action, that no Corps 
shall have a personal benefit fund, and I am speaking for Mrs. 
Reynolds who cannot be here this morning. 

Mrs. Turner: They call it a sick fund and not a benefit 
fund. It is the only way we can hold the Corps together. The 
women will not pay their money into anything without the chance 
of getting something out of it. When I first went down there I 
nearly killed one of the best Corps by saying they should not have 
a benefit fund. The colored people are great on organization. 
They have a burial fund ; they have the Daughters of Racabbite ; 
the American Doves of Protection ; and they have another, the 
Sisters of Galilee. When I was in Norfolk the Corps was to have 
a meeting one night, and they told me what hall it was and 
I went there; there was any quantity of men, women and 
children in the place. I thought to myself, what does it mean, 
is this Attica's Hall ? And so I went in and sat down, and 
I sat there ten or fifteen minutes. No one said anything to 
me and I said nothing to anyone. I said, "Is this a Relief Corps 
and a Grand Army gathering?" They said, "No." I said, 
"What kind of a meeting is it?" "Why, honey, this is the 
Sisters' Galilee." Then I said, "Where is Attica's Hall?" I 
found it was still another organization. Now they pay a little for 
this fund, and I want to say to you that these Corps pay a great 
deal more than their j^er capita tax at the rate of $5.00 per year, 
and some of them more. Some of them pay ten cents every meet- 
ing and some of them twenty-five every meeting, so that it shall 
go into this fund ; so that when they are sick they shall have 
something to take out, — perhaps a dollar or so a week. Now in re- 
gard to the separation of the Corps : I only say that in explanation 
of these Southern Corps, I think that it is wrong in the Woman's 
Relief Corps to draw a color line. I know that those Depart- 
ments, both Kentuck}' and Maryland, have much to contend with. 

For this reason it seems to me that if one set is detached, 
they all should be. Kentucky and Maryland are both two weak 
Departments, and I believe in making them Detached Corps. 
Many of the capable women of the white Corps go out, and they 
say that they can increase their membership tenfold if they do not 

21 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



322 FIFTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 

have the colored women go iato their Conventions. Let them be 
Detached Corps until they are strong enough for a Department. 
Mrs. President, I make this as a motion. 

Mrs. Reed of Massachusetts : I love the Department of Mary- 
land because I organized that Department. I know this question 
which now confronts us. I have lived among these people and I 
think, as a Massachusetts woman, no one will accuse me of draw- 
ing the color line. During Mrs. Turner's administration I spent 
hours and weeks, as National Secretary, in instructing these 
women in their duties, and trying to make their Treasurers and 
Secretaries understand the work. Many of them will tell you of 
the help I was to them ; and as proof of it I would like to say to 
you that at the close of our administration every report and every 
per capita tax was in. Unfortunately most of the colored women 
in these Corps have come out of the depths of slavery. We should 
not expect too much of them. The colored people will yet redeem 
themselves. There are those in this generation who show us that 
the colored people will yet take a place in this country of which 
they and we will be proud. I also know the condition of life 
there, and what they have to contend with in Kentucky and 
Maryland. We who live in cities realize that the ignorant, with- 
out regard to color, are not capable of taking care of themselves ; 
hut, if they are led by good people they will become good citizens, 
and if the reverse, they are liable to go the other way. Now, I 
want to tell you a little story. There is a woman here from the 
Department of Maryland who is a teacher in the colored schools. 
Does she draw the color line because she asks for Maryland 
the same privileges that Tennessee enjoys? The white Corps 
of Kentucky are also struggling and trying to keep together, 
and the very best women in that State will not join the Corps 
in that Department. They look at me askance, and say, "Are 
you a member of the Woman's Relief Corps? What does it 
mean? Cannot you make your sisters understand that you are 
not managing right down here ?" 

The Department of Tennessee was not organized on this basis, 
and there can never be in our day a Department of white and col- 
ored Corps working harmoniously together. The colored Corps of 
Tennessee are growing and improving, and they are trying to do 
their best, and they do it well, and the Department of Tennessee 
is carrying on its own work. We have one Department in that 
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condition, why should we not have more ? Why should we shut 
out these sisters ? Why should we deprive them of what Tennessee 
has ? Kentucky asks no more than Tennessee ; Maryland asks no 
more than Tennessee. In the same things why should we deprive 
them of what they ask ? The Department of Maryland has lost 
many of its hest members ; and as the days go on they will lose 
more and more. We started there with the very best woman in 
the city of Baltimore. Carefully, earnestly and prayerfully, that 
Department was organized, and they grew and prospered. They 
lived in harmony with each other, and they were my pride, and 
when I became National Secretary and found out how they had 
fallen away in their membership, I said " What is the matter ? '^ 
and they answered, " Because of the peculiar conditions in our De- 
partment," and, ladies, it is this condition and not a theory that we 
are now discussing. If you settle this question right the colored 
Corps will grow just as fast, and the white Corps will increase 
more rapidly, and all will do infinitely better work. Ladies, it 
is not Ohio, it is not Massachusetts, it is not Maine that we are 
considering. The conditions of life are entirely different than 
with us, and they are not yet ready; but I trust the time will 
soon come when the negro race will come up and take its place 
among the best people of the land. 

Mrs. Layton of Potomac : Ladies of the Convention, I have 
come this morning, not as a representative of a despised and igno- 
rant race depicted to you this morning, but I come to you as a 
member of the Woman's Relief Corps, who joined it with the 
understanding that it was the one organization on the face of the 
globe that accorded a woman her right, be she black or white. 
If I understand the lady from Massachusetts, I certainly cannot 
agree with the petition that has been presented this morning from 
the Departments of Kentucky and Maryland, nor with the ladies 
who have spoken in its behalf. We all know that there is igno- 
rance prevailing in the South. Ignorance predominates in the 
North. There are ignorant women belonging to colored Woman's 
Relief Corps, and just as ignorant women belonging to the white 
Woman's Relief Corps. I have the honor of belonging to Relief 
Corps No. 1. I can show you in that Corps twenty-seven women 
who are graduates of either high schools, colleges or universities. 
Is the colored Woman's Relief Corps dragging the white woman 
down ? No ; not by any means. What we want in this organiza- 
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tion is union, and until we have union this organization will not 
progress. The boys who went to the front to save the Stars and 
Stripes, made union possible. Those old Stars and Stripes, — I am 
more impressed with the idea this morning, that they float over the 
white but not over the colored people. I am the wife of a 
black veteran, as black as this cap I have on. A grander and a 
nobler man never lived. He is from the State of New Jersey, and 
enlisted in the United States Navy in 1861, and he fought all 
the way through, and is today a helpless man for it. Because 
he made his country free. For whom ? Blacks alone ? No ; for 
the entire country. In the Department of Kentucky there are 
twenty-eight Corps, and sixteen of them are colored. If there is 
so much ignorance among these colored Corps, why do you not 
send white women to lend a hand to the colored Corps ? Why do 
you not carry out the spirit of Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty ? 
Why do not the better portion go into the colored Corps and talk 
with them ? Certainly they will listen to intelligent white women 
just as well as they will to the ignorant white women. You could 
put up the best woman you had in Kentucky, and I assure you, 
though I don't know a single member in the whole State of Ken- 
tucky, that the colored women belonging to the sixteen ignorant 
Corps would give allegiance to the white representative, and they 
would flock to the white woman's support. If we are banded to- 
gether for Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, it seems to me that we 
have the grandest work that was ever presented for women to do. 
Some one says that this woman teaches a colored school in Mary- 
land, but when she leaves the schoolroom she leaves all behind her. 
That is all there is to it. I have instructed in the public schools 
for years, and I have visited the city of Baltimore and I know the 
circumstances. What is good enough for one member of the 
Woman's Relief Corps is good enough for another. I don't 
care how ignorant they are, if they are members of the Woman's 
Relief Corps, they should be made to carry out the Rules and 
Regulations of the Woman's Relief Corps. I don't know of any 
organization I have heard of this morning. I am the wife of a 
Mason and I am a member of the Daughters of Rebekah ; and 
you have your Daughters of Rebekah. I feel it is my duty as a 
woman to go with my Department. Now, Mrs. President, I thank 
you very much, and I want to say this one thing : sisters, be 
careful what you do with these ignorant people. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE woman's relief CORPS. 325 

Mrs. Reed : It is very evident tfeat our colored sisters are 
coming forward and are improving their opportunities, as evidenced 
in the eloquent speech hy our sister from the Department of the 
Potomac. The point I wish to make is, that the majority of the 
membership composing the colored Corps are much older women 
and have not had these advantages. 

Mrs. Lay ton : I was born a slave in 1859, in the State of 
Virginia, with a mother as fair as any woman in this hall, with 
light hair and blue eyes. 

Mrs. Sherwood : I would only ask your indulgence for a few 
moments to say, that in my opinion Convention is not approaching 
the question of separation of the white and colored Corps in the 
Departments from the right point of view. In any case we owe 
them a careful investigation and more attention than has hereto- 
fore been given them. We are spending our money freely in every 
possible way ; why not for this ? The question is not, should we 
have colored members in our Order, since our rules and regulations 
take care of that, but are the colored Corps doing their work in 
such a way as to make them suitable parts of a Department ? The 
same question would apply to white Corps. A Department having 
instituted a Corps is bound to protect that Corps in their rights, 
be the membership white or black. In my opinion, we have not 
dealt justly by our colored Corps. They should be detached 
in all the Departments if they are not properly qualified for 
our work, or all be permitted to enjoy the privileges of a De- 
partment if they are qualified. The discussion of color is all 
wrong. If the colored Corps of Kentucky and Maryland are 
in the Departments, the colored Corps of Virginia should also 
be, or vice versa, I would like to see this whole matter referred 
to a committee, on which a woman like Mrs. Turner is repre- 
sented, to report to the next Convention. If the colored Corps 
are in need of instruction, let us send down visitors and educate 
them. In what better way can we carry out the principles of our 
Order ? 

Mrs. Turner : I want to say to those who thought I was tra- 
ducing the colored women from the South, that the colored women 
from the North, the colored women in the Department of Wash- 
ington are not as good friends to the Department of South Caro- 
lina, Georgia and Florida as I am ; and I want to say right here 
that the reason I made the motion was that there should be no 
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suspicion of the color line drawn between the white and the black. 
If one is detached they should all be detached, and as for their 
understanding the meaning of doing their Corps' work in the 
South, there is not one-tenth of them that do. I have been 
through these colored Corps in the South. I know them. There 
is not a more loyal nor a more true set of women in the world 
than those in the South. They are not educated. I know of one 
Corps in Florida where they pay their dues, where there is not one 
person who can read or write one word. They have learned their 
ritualistic work from memory. 

Mrs. Layton : I simply want to state to my Sister Turner 
that I was taking the matter generally, for the Corps of the South 
could not have a better friend than Lizabeth A. Turner. 

Miss Rule of Tennessee : Mrs. President, I think we are all 
banded together as women to work for the best interests of the 
Woman's Relief Corps. Down in Tennessee we have a hard time 
to keep alive, even when we keep our white Corps and our colored 
Corps separate. I know very little of the colored Corps of the 
South, but I do know this of one, Isham Young Corps of Knox- 
ville. In it is just such a condition of affairs as Mrs. Turner has 
depicted. There are thirty odd members and of these one can read 
and write. Their ritualistic service is committed. They have a 
service which is formed upon one of these benefit associations 
which they have among their people. They pay monthly twenty- 
five cents for their dues, and beside that they have a sick benefit. 
The treasurer can neither read nor write. Her reports are kept 
entirely from memory. Now, I am not impugning their intelli- 
gence in any way, but it seems to me that any treasurer, white or 
black, could not keep her books straight from memory. When I 
inspected the Corps there were no treasurer's books. I saw noth- 
ing at all. They had little cards which they used in one of their 
societies. Upon these they marked so much turned over for dues, 
and so much for sick benefit. That was their only method of keep- 
ing books. Now, their ignorance extended this far. They pre- 
scribed a uniform to be used on all public occasions. The day that 
I was there they read from their minutes that upon all public oc- 
casions they should wear a black uniform, and each failure to com- 
ply with this requirement would result in a fine of $1.00. I am 
speaking of this to let the ladies understand the condition. Now 
those colored Corps are detached and they report directly to the 
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National officers. In that way they are able to keep their regular 
organization ; but our little Department, weak and struggling as it 
is, could not keep up that burden and maintain our Department. 
It is merely this question, a white Department or a colored De- 
partment in Tennessee? In Tennessee it resolved itself into that. 
If you were to have a colored Department could you carry on the 
work? Now you see the difficulties which confront us. I don't 
suppose, I would like to know if, there is one white Corps in the 
United States in which only one member can read or write. If 
the colored Corps should be allowed this advantage, it seems to me 
that it should be applied to the white Corps ; and that is the real 
trouble in the South. I think that the one trouble in the South is 
an educational question. I think the best thing to do would be 
to have an educational qualification, so that the books should 
be kept properly, that the Order be kept in good standing. 

Mrs. Turner : That is impossible. I don't think that it could 
be done in the colored Corps in the South. It is the older part of 
the community who are the members, not the young ones who 
now have advantages of education. 

Mrs. Scott of Missouri : I want to in the beginning ask the 
ladies in Kentucky this question. I don't wish you to answer it, 
but only in your hearts. Are you willing, after the negro men, — 
although they were ignorant and could not write, — offered their 
services and their lives to keep that flag floating, and these women 
from Maryland and Kentucky know that although the negro knew 
your fathers were fighting to keep them slaves, they took care of 
you and their wives and mothers and little ones. They worked 
for you. They gave their all for freedom on the one hand and 
they worked for you on the other hand. They worked for the 
Union. They were loyal to the Union and they were loyal to the 
master. It was in the hands of the negro to close the war in 
twenty-four hours. It is said that if word had come to Lee's army 
that the negro was rising against their wives and their families, 
every rebel soldier would have left the army to go home and 
defend his family. But to the negro's credit it may be said that 
they did not do it. Are you willing in the face of these facts to 
voice the disloyalty and to say to them that you are too ignorant 
to go with us ? If these women in the South are ignorant — and 
we are claiming that we are a great government, — if your heart has 
felt that love, would it not give you joy to go among these poor, 
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ignorant wives of soldiers ? What does charity mean ? Are you 
willing to lay down principle to be popular? The negro has 
been loyal in every word in every war of America. My friends, 
let us be careful what you are talking about. 

Mrs. Cadden : I rise in my own defense because I have been 
assailed. I stand before a body of ladies, most of whom are 
strangers to me. My friend, Mrs. Harriette L. Reed, has 
stated that I am a teacher of the colored people. Yes, I have 
been teaching in a colored school — a college — for the past fifteen 
years. A preceding speaker has said that, when I left my school- 
room I left all behind me. If she had known anything of my 
work she would not have said that. I have been engaged in an 
institution, some of whose young men and young women have 
looked very largely to me for assistance outside of the mere 
teaching. I have settled their school and board bills, and have 
made it possible for many of them to obtain the education they 
were seeking I have even done for some of them what their own 
color refused to do. I have bathed their faces and their feet, sat 
by their sick and dying, followed them to their last resting place. 
All this is simply by way of explanation. The pen of Abraham 
Lincoln freed the slaves in '63. My grandfather was a long way 
ahead of that act. He was a Maryland slaveholder. As each one 
of his slaves reached the age of thirty years, he gave to that man 
or that woman his or her freedom, and in this personal sacrifice, 
he was much in advance of Mr. Lincoln. 

One thing more. I have been misrepresented and falsified 
upon the floor of this Convention. When it was suggested to 
me — perhaps as a National Aide and a Past Department Presi- 
dent — to secure the petitions for a separation of the white and 
colored Corps, I was out of the city — two hundred and fifty miles 
away from Baltimore. It was a difficult matter to get. into com- 
munication with some of the Corps Presidents when I had no 
roster to aid me, but I reached them all — the white Corps — 
sooner or later. There was but one Corps that took unfavorable 
action, and the reason for that was obvious ; all the rest were 
unanimously in favor of the separation, and I stand here as their 
representative. They, each and all, sent their petitions to either 
the Department President or the Department Secretary. The 
Department Secretary has just stated that the Department knew 
nothing of this. How could that be possible when the petitions 
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were received at Department Headquarters and are now in the 
hands of the National Secretary ? 

Now I set up no claim to infallibility. What has been done 
by me was done out of a pure heart, for no personal reasons, to 
gain nothing, — I find I have gained some reproach, some preju- 
dice, — but it was done for the very best of reasons, and that is, 
for the good of the white and colored Corps of Maryland. Those 
who have spoken adversely to the measure, and with so much 
warmth, have opened up questions altogether foreign to the sub- 
ject and have themselves raised the " color line." We of Maryland 
have not so done. Our petition, if granted, will not reduce one 
colored Corps, but will give additional dignity to all. 

Mrs. Thompkins of Potomac : Mrs. President and Ladies of 
this Convention, please bear with me while I state one or two 
reasons why the colored Corps should not be detached. There is 
one United States Army, of which the President of the United 
States is the Commander-in-Chief. There is also one United 
States Navy, of which the ranking admiral is the admiral. Now, 
ladies, there is no detachment in the army, it is all one army. 
There is no detachment in the navy, it is one navy. There is one 
grand body in the United States called the Grand Army. Do 
you call to mind when that body was in Boston, the question 
came up there and it was not accepted? Do you call to mind the 
Department Encampment at Detroit, when Comrade Edward 
Warren, God bless him ! said : " We drank from the same canteen. 
We fought side by side, and in the Grand Army of the Republic 
never, never shall the question of separation come. We know no 
color line." Another reason, Mrs. President and Ladies, is this : 
it was my brother and sister who aided your brother, your son, to 
fight. A beautiful, blue-eyed, fair-haired boy, the only son of his 
mother,^and she was a widow, — enlisted when he was sixteen and 
went to the front and was captured. He was fortunate enough to 
escape with five of his companions. This boy was lying wounded 
on the side of the road, and called " Uncle ! " to an old negro who 
was passing The old man said, " Who is that ? " The boy 
answered, "One of Abraham Lincoln's soldiers." He took that 
boy into his cabin and nursed him. He did not have the proper 
medicine to aid him and so he enlisted the services of the maid of 
the mistress of the house, and she gave him medicine. This maid 
was fair haired, eyes as blue, and as much of the gold of the sun 
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in her hair as any woman in this Convention. It was found that 
they were aiding some fugitive, so she was taken and whipped. 
Fortunately the old man learned that she was being punished, 
and he managed to get the boy to the Union line. That is 
another reason and that is only one of ten thousand other reasons. 
How can you forget what my people did for yours, — your boys, 
your husbands and your sons ? 

Mrs. Wittenmyer : I was especially enjoined last night by 
Mrs. E,eynolds, Past National Junior Vice-President. I wish 
to repeat it before I make a motion that was especially asked, and 
I promised to do this thing. Don't disturb the Department of 
Kentucky. They would manage ; and also that Maryland be 
allowed to go on as she has. In Pennsylvania, I might say we 
have no color line. We elect a colored woman and she serves and 
there is no fuss about it. The best commander in one of the Posts 
there is a colored man. I therefore move that this whole subject 
be laid on the table. 

Seconded by several. 

The vote was taken and carried. 

The National President then asked if there were any commit- 
tees ready to report. 

The Committee on the W.R.C. Home Board announced that 
it was ready to report, and the report was read by the Chairman, 
Mary A. Sims of Indiana. 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON REPORT OF OFFICERS OF NATIONAL 
W.R.C. HOME BOARD. 

Mrs. Fresident and Members of the Fifteenth National Con- 
vention^ W.R.C: Your committee have carefully examined the 
reports of the officers of the Home, and recommend their adoption. 

While words of praise are due all officers of the Home for their 
devotion to, and interest in the work committed to their hands, we 
especially appreciate that of the superintendent, Mrs. Burleigh, 
and the secretary, Mrs. Cowles. Recognizing the need of an elevator 
for the use of the aged inmates of this Home, and for a windmiU 
for added water-power, we recommend that as soon as the funds are 
in the treasury, these will be provided. 

Thanks are due Mr. E. B. Stillings for the flag presented to 
the Home ; also to the Rev. John Keene for communion set. We 
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also wish to make special mention of the services of Mrs. Eleanor 
Ransom, an army nurse, who is so beautifully letting her light 
shine for the Master. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Mary A. Sims, Indiana, Chairman, 
Fanny E. Minot, New Hampshire, 
Mary A. H. Cadden, Maryland, 
Mrs. Emma E. Knapp, Michigan, 
Julia S. Bowen, Nebraska, 

Committee, 

Moved by Miss Rule, seconded by Mrs. Alford of Maryland, 
that the report be adopted. [Carried.] 

Committee on National Secretary's Report announced that 
they were ready to report, and the report was read by the chair- 
man, Harriette L. Reed of Massachusetts. 

REPORT OF committee ON NATIONAL SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

Mrs. President and Members of the Fifteenth National 
Convention^ W.E.C: Your committee has carefully examined 
the report of the National Secretary and most heartily commends 
her faithful work. All but one of her recommendations propose 
slight changes in a few blanks, and being intended to simplify the 
work of Department Secretaries and Treasurers, are unanimously 
endorsed by the committee ; the changes to be made when the 
present supply of these blanks is exhausted. 

Her work deserves our warmest praise and the committee 
desires to publicly express its full appreciation of her devotion to 
the duties of her office. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Harrietts L. Reed, Massachusetts, Chairman, 
Sarah E. Phillips, New York, 
Abbie Lynch, Pennsylvania, 
Belle C. Harris, Kansas, 
Ella M. Edsall, Montana, 

Committee, 

Moved by Mrs. Spinney of Massachusetts, seconded by Mrs. 
Alford of Maryland, that the report be adopted. [Carried.] 

The Report of the Committee on National Chaplain's Report 
was then read by the chairman, Sarah J. Martin of Missouri. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NATION AL . CHAPLAIN's BEPOBT. 

Mrs, President and Members of the Fifteenth National 
Convention, W.R.C. : Your committee, having examined the 
report of the National Chaplain, recommend it to the favorable 
consideration of this Convention. 

We commend the National Chaplain for the care taken in her 
tabulated report. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Sarah J. Martin, Missouri, ChaiTman, 
Lizzie Arnold, Connecticut, 
Emma J. Southwick, New Jersey, 
Millie A. Worcester, New Hampshire, 

Committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Scott of Ohio and seconded by Mrs. Flagg o£ 
Michigan, that the report of the committee be adopted. [Carried.] 

The report of the Committee on National Counselor's Report 
was read by the Chairman, Harriet J. Bodge of Connecticut. 

REPORT OF committee ON NATIONAL COUNSELOR'S REPORT. 

Mrs, President and Members of the Fifteenth National Con- 
vention, W,R, C. : Your Committee on National Counselor's Report 
beg leave to submit the following: The time given to examine this 
important report has been far too short for the consideration its 
conscientious study and rendering of opinions deserves. 

Case 1 : Approved. 

Case 2 : Approved, but the committee feel that at no time or 
to any Corps should Rituals be issued without endorsement by cer- 
tificate from the Department President. 

Case 3 : Approved by majority of committee, one member not 
questioning the legality of the opinion but the advisability of 
always enforcing it. 

Case 4 : Approved by majority. The committee think the 
National Counselor intended the interpretation of the clause, " The 
appeal is all right," to be that the member had the legal right of 
appeal. 

Case 5 : Approved. 

Case 6 ; Approved. 

Case 7 : Approved. 
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Case 8 : Approved. Opinion 1 in answer to Question 1 of this 
case, the committee would add, when it is possible, as in some De- 
partments, the nomination of Assistant National Inspector is made 
before the place for Convention to be held is selected. 

Case 9: Approved. 

Case 10 : Approved. 

Case 11 : The committee approve of the opinion of the Na- 
tional Counselor, as Chap. II., Art. IV., Sect. 5, also Chap. V., 
Art. VII , Sect. 4, and Red Book, page 57, clearly define this, and 
we believe that it is better for a member to go out of the Order 
quietly, if she wiU, rather than have the notoriety of a court of 
inquiry. 

The opinion of the National President in this case as quoted 
from Beath's Blue Book, page 108, not approved by committee. 
Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L , 

Harriet J. Bodge, Connecticut, Chairman, 
Allaseba M. Bliss, Michigan, 
Sara L. Rothrock, Iowa, 
Mary U. Birdseye, Missouri, 

Committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Gale of Massachusetts, that the opinions be 
acted upon separately. Seconded. 

Moved by Mrs. Luken of South Dakota as an amendment, 
that the report be accepted as a whole. 

The motion as amended was carried. 

The report of the Committee on Appeals was then read by the 
fchairman, Emma Stark Hampton of Michigan. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON APPEALS. 

Appeal No. 1. The Department President maintains that a 
Department Secretary holds and issues all Rituals, basing her 
authority on a suggestion in President's address read before Fifth 
Convention, and claiming that by the adoption of the address as a 
whole, this suggestion became a law, and that the same never 
having been rescinded by subsequent Convention, is still opera- 
tive. Also its being placed in instructions in back of Ritual 
under the head of " Corps Books " makes it a law and that if 
Rituals are not " thus purchased of Department Treasurer, there 
must be some authority for another party to issue them." 

Appeal is made by Department Treasurer. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



334 FIFTEEKTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 

National President's decision is, that Department Treasurer 
holds all Department property and fills all orders for same on 
proper requisitions, receiving money and receipting therefor, and 
that the Treasurer fills all orders for Eituals the same as for all 
other supplies, quoting E.. and R. as authority. 

Also calls attention to the fact that the " suggestion " was 
made but no recommendation that it he done. That ^ve years 
afterward the present E-itual was adopted with the clause to which 
reference in appeal was made, reading as follows, viz. : " The 
following books are furnished to every Corps when organized — 
naming Corps books as printed, and the National President adds 
that the word " necessary " and " are purchased (except the Rituals) 
from the Department Treasurer " has been added later, without 
any legislation on the subject. 

The Department President appeals to National Convention, 
that the ruling of the National President be set aside and that 
she (the Department President) be sustained, and Department 
Secretary issue Rituals instead of Department Treasurer. 

It is the sense of this committee that the National President 
is correct in her decision and that our laws cannot be construed to 
mean the duties of Department Treasurer should be so divided. 

Fifth Convention ordered sweeping revisi(ms ! A year's subse- 
quent work was accepted by Sixth Convention with orders for still 
further revision, continued in the Seventh and Eighth, and at last 
a Ritual as revised was accepted by the Ninth Convention, that 
august body thoroughly understanding that whenever and wher- 
ever the new conflicted with the old, the old became obsolete and 
the new was law. Under the laws at time of Fifth Convention, 
Rituals, when issued to Corps, were made out to the different 
officers, spaces filled with name and number of Corps, and Instruc- 
tions to Corps Presidents ordered pasted in the back. 

This was naturally done by Department Secretary, she having 
application for charter at hand, and no doubt caused the suggestion 
above mentioned. When Ritual was revised this part was abolished. 
Eighth Convention ordered annual issuing of Instructions to Corps 
Presidents discontinued and necessary instruction incorporated in 
back of Ritual, consequently Rituals were thereafter prepared and 
ready for use when received from printer. 

The National President is correct in the wording of the para- 
graph under head of " Corps Books " as ordered by Ninth Con- 
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vention and printed as revised by committee. The change as now 
found has never been ordered by a National Convention, nor has 
it been promulgated in General Orders. Had the change been so 
ordered it would have necessitated a change in the next paragraph, 
which says " supplies must be ordered from Department Treasurer, 
where Department organization exists.'' 

Again at St. Paul the Convention reiterated and most em- 
phatically that all supplies must come from Department Treasurer, 
even to the clean ribbon for badges. 

We would therefore sustain the National President in her 
decision and recommend that the paragraph in question be returned 
to its original readingi 

Appeal No, 2. Appeal is made from the decision of a Depart- 
ment President as reviewing officer of Court of Inquiry, charges 
were made and court ordered. 

In the papers and sworn evidence submitted, this' committee 
cannot find evidence to sustain the National President ih her deci- 
sion that the court was prejudiced. 

We cannot see how the Department President could have acted 
otherwise in the matter. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Emma Stark Hampton, Michigan, Chairman. 
Emilie L. W. Waterman, Massachusetts, 
Annie W. Johnson, Potomac, 
Amanda T. Newcomb, Vermont, 

Committee, 

Moved by Mrs. Winans of Ohio and seconded by Mrs. 
Leslie of Pennsylvania, that the report of the committee on Appeal 
No. 1 be adopted. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Hampton then read again Appeal No. 2. Decision of 
National President not approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Sherwood of Ohio, seconded by Mrs. James of 
Pennsylvania, that the report of the committee be adopted. 

Mrs. Hitt (National President) : This case has been, in a way, 
one of the most difficult that has been in my hands. I inherited 
it. It has come down from three Department administrations, and 
I am sure that Mrs. Turner, my predecessor, had many letters about 
it. The letters flowed into Headquarters from the principals in 
this matter until we were almost driven to desperation. I appealed 
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to the Department President to give me further information. She 
declined to comply with my request, her time being so taken up 
with getting out General Orders. I then applied in another direc- 
tion, hoping that I would get the proper information, wishing to 
deal justly in the case. But I failed in the second instance, and 
finally had to write an official order for the information I wanted. 
Yet the papers were not forwarded to me properly. It was claimed 
that they were lost in the mails. Perhaps they were. A tran- 
script was sent to me later on. In my judgment when there are 
nineteen members in a Corps against one, an unprejudiced court- 
martial cannot be found. Therefore, I reversed the decision of the 
Department President on the ground that it was a prejudiced 
court, and I am still of that opinion. 

Mrs. Hampton : The committee did the very best they could 
with the evidence submitted to them. The Convention will recall 
that the w/^rding of the report of committee very plainly reads, 
that " In the papers and sworn evidence submitted, this committee 
cannot find," etc. As chairman of the committee I had this 
appeal in hand over two weeks prior to Convention, and in the 
quiet of home carefully studied every word and every point of law. 
All wanted to agree with the National President if we could do so. 

Mrs. Turner ; The case was submitted to me and was thor- 
oughly gone over. The papers were lost. The President, as I 
believe, thought that it could not be otherwise than a prejudiced 
court-martial. There was not a scrap of evidence to show that 
there was any testimony of a single woman that was a member of 
that court-martial. Your President did not know what one charge 
was that was brought against that woman, for there was no testi- 
mony to show as the papers were lost, and I claim that your Presi- 
dent had not a vestige to show what the court-martial did. 

Moved by Mrs. Winans of Ohio, seconded by Mrs. Alford of 
Maryland, that the action of the National President be sustained. 

Mrs. Hampton: There was no evidence of prejudice in the 
hands of the committee. 

National President : I thought when I came that I had the 
entire correspondence in the case. When I examined my papers, 
I found that I had left them in my desk in Indianapolis. There- 
fore I was unable to give the committee the information they 
wished, and did not choose to go before them and give them just 
my word. 
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Mrs. Turner : The Committee on Appeals may not have had 
the letters that passed between the two, but there was not a vestige 
of anything for the President to base an opinion on. 

Mrs. Hall of Missouri : With all due deference and respect 
to the opinion of the Nationt^l President in regard to this case, I 
had hoped that the ladies of the Convention would see their way 
to sustain the action of the Committee on Appeals. I hope that 
their opinion may be sustained for the good of our Department. 

Mrs. Turner : I believe a member asking for a transfer was 
the bone of contention. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer: With the evidence the committee had 
before them, they could not do otherwise. But they had not the 
evidence that was needed for a decision. 

Mrs. Reed : I think that we are safe in taking the judgment 
of the National President. 

Mrs. Hitt (National President) : I want to say just one 
word and that is this*i I tried to the best of my ability to select 
capable women to act on this committee. In their hands I placed 
these appeals. And as the National President, I am willing to bow 
to the opinion of the committee, if the Convention sustains it. 
I do not think the committee do me a discourtesy. I have no 
feeling in the matter whatever, neither will I have if the Conven- 
tion sustains the report of the committee. They were acting, as I 
think, conscientiously, and with a full intention to report to this 
Convention their honest opinion and conviction. 

The question was put and the motion to sustain the decision 
of the National President carried. 

The National President then resumed the chair. 

It was then announced that Mrs. Lue Stuart Wadsworth, 
secretary of Committee on National Council of Women, was ready 
to report. 

Mrs. Wadsworth: Ladies, on page 172 of the preliminary 
reports you will find two recommendations. I don't suppose that 
you have a copy of the Rules and Regulations with you, but these 
recommendations apply particularly to Department and Corps 
Treasurers. From my experience in the past year I must say this^ 
that they have forwarded to me personally contributions running 
from fifteen cents to one dollar. I was obliged to take care of that 
money and forward it ±o the National Treasurer. I could not 
receipt back to these Treasurers until I had forwarded the money 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



388 FIFTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 

to the National Treasurer. I had no power to do so. Many of 
the ladies have come to me here and said, "Why are not my Corps 
reported as contributing to the National Fund ? " If these three 
lines would be added, the Department Treasurers and the Corps 
Treasurers, it would save a great deal. It will refer them to Arti- 
cle XIX., and I know that scarcely any one of us need sit down and 
read Bules and Regulations clear through to find their duty. 

Moved by Mrs. Wheeler of Massachusetts, and seconded by 
Mrs. Scott of Ohio, that the recommendation of the committee be 
adopted. 

Mrs. Turner : I wish to make an amendment. That all con- 
tributions for the Council of Women Fund must be voluntary and 
not taken from any Corps fund. This last circular that was issued 
was not plain, it was misleading j and Corps have taken from their 
General Fund and forwarded their contribution to the Council of 
Women Fund. That is distinctly against our Rules and Regula- 
tions. 

Mrs. Wadsworth : We endeavored to make the circulars as 
plain as possible. It would be impossible to issue a circular to the 
members of this Order that would be plain enough for everybody 
to understand. I have written almost four hundred letters in the 
last year in explanation of this. But our circular did not intend 
that you should take it from your General Fund. We asked for 
voluntary contributions for this, one cent a member, so we are 
not going to attempt to defend it. There are other ladies more 
competent to defend it than myself. 

Mrs. Robbins of Michigan : I was the secretary and treasurer 
of this committee for two years. Our work was entirely* in solicit- 
ing voluntary contributions, and almost entirely from individuals ; 
we received nothing from Corps. I don't see anything in this 
circular that asks contributions from the funds of a Corps. The 
Corps Presidents are requested to solicit from their individual 
members, and, Mrs. President, if the Corps have done anything 
different, we cannot help it. It was thought best to get the Presi- 
dents to act in the matter, because you can get hold of individuals 
in that way. I spent my time and raised a great deal of money 
in that way. 

Mrs. Turner : I do not think that either of the committee 
perhaps intended to make it misleading. I think that the Corps 
have simply misunderstood it because it has never been made 
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plain to them that all contributions for the Council of Women 
Fund must be voluntary, and not taken from any fund. 

National President : In that case of the National Council of 
Women, we joined that body with the understanding that the 
money should be raised by voluntary contribution. Therefore I 
agree with Mrs. Turner that the Corps have no right to take this 
money from their Greneral Fund. 

Mrs. Wadsworth : Ladies, I was one of the four who sat in 
the National Convention in Indianapolis, and was one of the four 
who volunteered to raise the $100.00 that would make us a mem- 
ber of that organization. I am willing, ladies, to have that 
recommendation, but I don't want to have it included in my 
recommendation. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer : If those who have Rules and Regulations 
in their hands, in this house, will turn to a certain clause in regard 
to the disbursement of funds, they will find out without any dis- 
cussion here, that the Woman's Relief Corps has not the power to 
take the money from their funds and throw it into the streets. 

Mrs. Wadsworth : The motion before you is that the recom- 
mendation of the committee be adopted. I thought that Mrs. 
Turner had an amendment, but she has not. 

Mrs. Turner: I asked if Mrs. Wadsworth would accept this 
addition to her recommendation as an amendment: that here- 
after all contributions for the Council of Women Fund should be 
voluntary and not taken from the General Fund. 

Mrs. Wadsworth : I am perfectly willing that this be adopted. 

Mrs. Sims of Indiana : When the question came up before my 
Corps, we decided that we did not need to ask each member to 
contribute so much from free will, but that we would just send so 
much out of the General Fund. Did we do wrong ? 

National President: You had no right to do that.^ 

Mrs. Winans : Mrs. President, how does the Corps get credit 
for money sent ? 

National President : It is sent through their Corps Treasurers 
to the Department Treasurers, who must receipt for the money and 
forward to the National Treasurer. 

Mrs. McBride, National Secretary : I would only suggest that 
these circulars, which are sent out in this manner, be made plain ; 
because new Corps coming in do not know the action taken by the 
Convention. As has been said, and truly, when we joined the 
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National Council of Women, it was understood that all contribu- 
tions be voluntary. Every Corps does not know this, and when 
the circulars come to them asking for contributions, they take it 
from their General Fund. I don't think this should be permitted, 
for it is impossible for these Corps officers and these Corps Presi- 
dents to always be provided with these decisions. 

Mrs. Turner : That is the reason I made the recommendation. 

Mrs. Young of Ohio : I would like to have some very smart 
woman in this Encampment tell me where to find that, in the 
Bules and Eegulations, which prevents the Corps from using the 
General Fund as they please. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer : That has been in the Rules and Regula- 
tions under the head of disbursements, and I have searched the 
Rules and Regulations and noted all these changes, and I have 
attended all these Conventions, and no one is more faithful than 
I. I am not in favor of it being stricken out. I would like some 
of the Past National officers before me today to find some former 
ruling of the National organization where it was ordered stricken 
out. 

Mrs. Young of Ohio : Then if it is stricken out, is it a law? 

National President : No. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer : If it was stricken out by an individual it 
is still a law. 

Mrs. Bagley : Respect the laws as they are. When they are 
sold they are sold for what they are. 

Mrs. Wadsworth re-stated her motion and Mrs. Turner K 
amendment. 

The vote was taken and the motion as amended was carried. 

The report of the Committee on Resolutions was read by the 
second member of committee, Allaseba M. Bliss of MichijjafA. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 

Mrs, President and Members of the Fifteenth National Con- 
vention, W.B. C, : Your committee beg leave to submit the 
following report on resolutions, presented for action of this Con- 
vention : — 

Resolution No. 1. Not approved. ^ 

Resolution No. 2. Not approved. 
Resolution No. 3. Approved. 
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Eesolution No. 4. 


Covered. 


Kesolution No. 5. 


Not approved. 


Resolution No. 6. 


Covered. 


Resolution No. 7. 


(Two clauses.) Approved.. 


Resolution No. 8. 


Covered. • 


Resolution No. 9. 


Covered. 


Resolution No. 10. 


Covered. 


Resolution No. 11. 


Approved. 


Resolution No. 12. 


Approved. 


Resolution No. 13. 


Not approved. 


Resolution No. 14. 


Referred to Convention. 


Resolution No. 16. 


Not approved. 


Resolution No. 16. 


Not approved. 


Resolution No. 17. 


Approved. 


Resolution No. 18. 


Covered. 


Resolution No. 19. 


Approved. 


Resolution No. 20. 


Not approved. 


Resolution No. 21. 


Approved. 


Resolution No. 22. 


Approved. 


Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 




Emma R. Wallace, Illinois, Chairman, 




Allaseba M. Bliss, Michigan, 




Jane C. Pultz, Connecticut, 




Inzetta a. Small, Maine, 




Josephine B. Lewis, Louisiana, 




Committee, 



Moved by Mrs. Lyons of Ohio and seconded, that the reso- 
lutions be taken up seriatim, [Carried.] 

Resolution No. 1 from the Department of California and 
Nevada. 

That this Department Convention, in business session assem- 
bled, petition the next National Convention to so legislate that in 
the Department of California and Nevada all donations of money by the 
Corps for the benefit of the Woman's Relief Corps Home shall be sent 
direct to the Treasurer of the Woman's Relief Corps Home Association ; 
and that the said Treasurer shall each quarter make a detailed report to 
the Departmeht Treasurer of the amounts received. 

Not approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Turner, seconded by Mrs. Wright of Connecti- 
cut, that the report of committee be adopted. [Carried.] 
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Resolution No. 2 from the Department of California and 
Nevada. 

That this Convention, in business session assembled, petition 
the next National Convention to so amend the National Rales and 
Regulations a» to conform with Grand Army usages, and make the oflace 
of Department Treasurer an appointive one. 

Not approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Evans of Illinois, seconded by Mrs. Clark of 
Ohio, that the report be adopted. [Carried.] 

Resolution No. 3 from the Department of Idaho. 

Whereas, It has been brought to our notice that a petition is to be 
presented to our coming National Convention, to the effect that our 
Grand Army Memorial Day be changed to the last Sabbath in May ; 
therefore, be it 

Besolved^ That we respectfully request that our Department of 
Idaho do, in their Convention assembled, place themselves on record 
against such change, believing that it would be detrimental in every way 
to the best observance of the day, for the sacred purposes originally 
intended. 

Approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Bowman of Pennsylvania, seconded by Mrs. 
Jones of New York, that the report of the committee be adopted. 

Mary E. Lyon of Ohio : Mrs. President, the Grand Army of the 
Republic do not approve of this change. 

Mrs. Clark of Ohio : I move that it be laid on the table. 

Seconded by Mrs. Lyon of Ohio. [Carried.] 

Resolution No. 4 from the Department of Idaho. 

Whereas, It having come to our knowledge that a memorial is to 
be presented to the coming National Convention, to be held in Buffalo in 
August, that all members of the G.A.R. be permitted at any and all times 
to enter meetings of the W.R.C. ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Department of Idaho, in Convention assembled, 
do put themselves on record against such action, believing it will be 
greatly detrimental to the best interests of our work. 

Covered by previous action of Convention. 

Resolution No. 5 from the Department of Illinois. 
That Departments, Detached Corps and Corps report semi-annually 
instead of quarterly. „ 

Not approved by committee. 
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Moved by Mrs. Cain of Massachusetts and seconded by Mrs. 
Eeed of Massachusetts, that the report of the committee be 
adopted. [Carried.] 

Resolution Ko. 6 from the Department of Illinois. 

That comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic may become 
associate members of the Woman's Relief Corps. 

Already covered by previous action of the Convention. 

Resolution No. 7 (two clauses) from the Department of Illinois. 

That Past Presidents of the Ladies of the G.A.R., upon leaving that 
Order and joining the Woman's Relief Corps, may, by virtue of their 
work for the soldier, be entitled to past rank and vote in our Order. 

That the Department Executive Board consist of three instead of 
five members. 

First clause approved by the committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Deane of Massachusetts, seconded by Mrs. 
Harris of Kansas and Mrs. Griffith of Iowa, that the report of the 
committee be adopted as regards the first clause. 

Mrs. Hampton : I am not sensitive on this point, but I am 
just, and we have begged ever since our Order was formed to get 
these ladies to come into our Order. By our good works let us 
draw them to us. Also let this subject alone and we will be the 
gainers. 

Motion not to accept the report of the committee on first 
clause carried. 

Second clause approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Lyon of Ohio, not to accept the report of the 
committee. Seconded by Mrs. Carroll of Ohio, Mrs. Mann of Ohio, 
Mrs. Harris of Kansas, Mrs. Scott of Ohio, and Mrs. Cressinger of 
Ohio. 

Mrs. Giles of Iowa : I think that no three can manage the 
business of the Board. Let it be five. 

Mrs. Turner : I would like to say that I do not approve the 
recommendation of the committee for this reason. I approve of 
the five members of the Executive Board for this reason ; we 
have not many officers in some of our large Departments, and- 1 
think the smaller ones are just as anxious for this as the larger 
ones, and when you come down to the matter of the Executive 
Board it gives a great deal of satisfaction. From the Executive 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



344 FIFTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 

Board of ^ye you have to appoint an Auditing Committee of three. 
Now, the three members elected may not know anything about 
auditing books. With five members on the Board you have a 
larger number to select from, and can select a good Auditing Com- 
mittee, and you can give two more officers to your Department. 

Mrs. Carroll of Ohio : Mrs. Turner has just said what I want 
to say. I want to underscore it. 

Mrs. Deane of Massachiisetts : What is the reason for reducing 
the number of the Executive Board ? 

Mrs. Wallace : Travelling expenses and time taken in Conven- 
tion in electing them. 

Mrs. Sims of Indiana : I don't know whether the satisfaction 
of having the Board will balance the expense. If you call a meet- 
ing of the Council, and you have the five members scattered all 
over the State, it is a great deal of expense to get them together. 
I think that the business of our Department can be carried on just 
as satisfactorily with three members as it can with five. You are 
just as likely to stumble on three women for an auditing com- 
mittee as you are to select them from five. 

Mrs. Sloan of New York: As a member of the Executive 
Board for two years I would like to say that I am sure the work 
of three members on the Executive Board will cost just as much 
for two days as the five for one day. I am sure the work will be 
done quicker and better. Therefore I should say five should be 
elected. 

Mrs. Turner : Mrs. Sloan's arguments are well taken. 

The vote was taken and the report of committee on second 
clause not adopted. 

Resolution No. 8 from the Department of Iowa 

That this Fourteenth Department Convention of Iowa petition the 
Fifteenth National Convention to so amend Rules and Regulations, that 
comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic may become associate 
members of the Woman's Relief Corps. 

Already covered by previous action of the Convention. 

Resolution No. 9 from the Department of Massachusetts. 

Whereas, The Rules and Regulations in Sects. 5 and 6, Art. II., 
Chap. IV., specify the membership of the National Convention; and 
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Whereas, A delegate and alternate-at-large are elected in addition 
to and apart /row the delegates pro rata; 

Resolved^ That the alternate-at-large shall only be entitled to a seat 
in National Convention, in the absence of the delegate-at-large. 

Should a vacancy occur in both places, the same to be tilled as pro- 
vided in Sect. 2, Art. V., Chap. III. 

Covered by previous action of Convention. 

Resolution No. 10 from the "Department of Iowa. 

That we petition the Fifteenth National Convention to so amend 
our laws that members of the Ladies of the G.A.R., upon leaving that 
order and uniting with the W.R.C., shall be entitled to retain all honors 
gained. 

Covered by previous action of the Convention. 

' Resolution No. 11 from the Department of Massachusetts. 
That an additional question be added to Form O and to Form P, 
to wit. : Amount of money In General Fund? 

Approved by committee. 

Mrs. Robbins of Michigan, seconded by Mrs. Scott of Ohio, 
moved adoption of the report. 

Mrs. Bagley : There, is in stock a large supply of Form 
and Form P. 

Mrs. Wright of Connecticut : I would like to say that for 
the three past years we have added this question to Form in 
writing. 

Mrs. Reed of Massachusetts : I would make an amendment 
to the motion that this report of the committee shall be adopted 
to apply when the supply is exhausted. 

The vote was taken and the report of committee as amended 
was adopted. 

Resolution No. 12 from the Department of Massachusetts. 

That we respectfully ask the National Convention to decide the 
question of the sale of the Patriotic Primer as a part of the regu- 
lar supplies on sale at Department Headquarters. 

Approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Wittenmyer of Pennsylvania, seconded by 
Mrs. Lukens of South Dakota, that the report of the committee be 
adopted. 
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Mrs. Bagley : This involves very important questions to the 
National Treasurer. Who is to print these supplies, who to pay 
for them? They are important questions here. Is the official 
printer of the Woman^s Relief Corps to supply them ? 

National President : I would say for your information and 
for the information of the Convention that these Primers are Cap- 
tain Foster's own property, and he will furnish them to us at cost. 

Mrs. Deane of Massachusetts : I am on the Committee on 
Patriotic Teaching in our own State. In Massachusetts there has 
been a great call for these Patriotic Primers. I was not present 
at the St. Paul Convention, where it was decided that all supplies 
must be purchased from the National Treasurer; and therefore 
this recommendation was sent to the National Convention to be 
decided whether or not the National Treasurer should keep 
patriotic supplies on hand. I know that heretofore patriotic 
supplies have been kept by Department Presidents and sold on 
application. I was authorized to keep the Primers on hand and 
issue them myself, turning the money over to the Department 
President, which I have done. The Department of Massachu- 
setts has come to this Convention to have this matter decided. If 
the Convention wishes that patriotism be promulgated through all 
of our Departments, it is necessary that we have the authority to 
keep the supplies on hand and issue Primers and anything else on 
hand that is necessary to the work. We are hampered unless we 
have a decision from the National Convention. This is a matter 
of vital importance. 

Mrs. Jones of Vermont : I have had a little of the experience 
of Mrs. Deane. It is very inconvenient to send so far for them 
when in a hurry, especially on Memorial Day. I also -sent to our 
Department Convention the suggestion that our Department keep 
them on hand instead of the Patriotic Committee. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer: I rise to make an amendment in the 
report before us that I think will settle the whole question. The 
resolution standing as it does, with these added words : Providing 
that the incoming National President and Treasurer can make 
satisfactory arrangements as to purchase. 

Mrs. Jones of New York : If the National Headquarters did 
not forward the supplies would that interfere in any way with our 
getting them from the committee? 
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National President : All the supplies must come through 
the hands of the National Treasurer. 

The vote was taken and the motion as amended was carried. 

Resolution No. 13 from the Department of Massachusetts. 

That the words ** In writing" be inserted in Sect. 2, Art. V., 
Chap. II., of the Rules and Regulations, making it read — Notice thereof 
must be given to each member of the Corps in writing. 

Not approved by committee 

Moved by Mrs. Turner and seconded by Mrs. Evans of Illinois, 
that the report of the committee be adopted. [Carried.] 

Resolution No. 14 from the Department of New York. 

That the method of electing officers in use in the Grand Army of 
the Republic be adopted by the Woman's Relief Corps, and that Rules 
and Regulations be revised accordingly. 

Referred to the Convention. 

Moved by Mrs. Robbins of Michigan, seconded by Mrs. 
Wittenmyer of Pennsylvania and Mrs. Young of Ohio, that the 
resolution be laid on the table. [Carried.] 

Resolution No. 16 from the Department of Ohio. 

That Sect. 10, Art. VI., Chap III., be changed "shall audit the 
accounts annually, and that auditing be done in connection with National 
Inspector, as required by Sect. 3, Art. V., Chap. V.'* 

Not approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Guild of Iowa and seconded by Mrs. Lukens 
of South Dakota, that the report of the committee be adopted. 

Mrs. Cressinger of Ohio : The books of the National Treasurer 
are audited at the time of the National Convention. I think that 
it might be done in Departments, and thereby save a great deal of 
expense. Therefore we know it will be of benefit to all Depart- 
ments. We come to you with this resolution, for we know that it 
will be of use to us many times. 

Mrs. Turner : I think there are a great many more bills and 
expenses to be audited in a Department than there are at a 
National Convention, and it seems to me that if an error occurs 
in a Department as we have had in some Departments, that it 
would be a very hard matter to place it if it had run one year. 
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Mrs. Hall of Missouri: Cannot the books be sent to the 
different members of the Auditing Committee ? 

Question being called, the vote was taken and the motion 
carried. 

Resolution No. 16 from the Department of Vermont. 

That the Ritual of our Order be so changed that the ballot boxes 
shall hereafter be presented to the first three officers of the Corps in- 
stead of two as heretofore, the Junior and Senior Vice reporting when 
they find the ballot before the President declares the result. 

Not approved by committee. 

Mrs. Scott of Ohio, seconded by Mrs. Jones of Vermont, 
moved, that the report of the committee be adopted. [Carried.] 

Resolution No. 17 from the Department of Wisconsin. 

That we earnestly Insist upon the Pension Act of 1890 (known 
now as the Disability Dependent Law) being so amended that the 
widow should be entitled to receive a pension under that act without 
having to prove that she has no property and is dependent upon her 
daily toil for her daily food and shelter ; or in other words, that only her 
two hands preserve her from the poorhouse, as she is now compelled to 
do under the rules of the Pension Department and the provisions of the 
law. 

Approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Wittenmyer and seconded by several, that 
the report of the committee be adopted. [Carried.] 

Resolution No. 18. Presented by Past National President, 
Lizabeth A. Turner. 

That members of Andersonville Prison Board be obligated the 
same as Woman's Relief Corps Home Board and that they be voting 
members of the National Convention during their term of service on the 
Board. 

Covered by previous action of the Convention. 

Resolution No. 19. Presented by Past National President, 
Lizabeth A. Turner. 

That a committee of one be appointed to procure a suitable badge 
for the Andersonville Prison Board; such badges to be held by National 
Treasurer as other supplies, and not to cost each member of the Board 
more than fifty cents. 

Approved by committee. 
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Moved by Mrs. Jones of Vermont and seconded by Mrs. 
Carroll of Ohio, that the report of the committee be adopted. [Car- 
ried.] 

Resolution No. 20. Presented by Past National President, 
Lizabeth A. Turner. 

That General Orders from Department shall be printed ** By order 
of Department President; *' and National General Orders " By command 
of National President." 

Not approved by committee. 

Mrs. Turner: During my year as National President, that 
point came to me from different Departments and members of the 
Grand Army, saying that they thought there should be a 
distinction in our general orders between " by order " and " by 
command ; " that orders from Headquarters should be printed *' by 
order of the Department President," and from National Headquar- 
ters it should be " by command of." I thought so myself and I 
sent the resolution. 

Moved by Mrs. E*eed of Massachusetts and seconded by Mrs. 
Harris of Kansas, that the report of the committee be adopted. 

The motion was carried by a rising vote. 

Resolution No. 21. Presented by Past National President, 
Kate B. Sherwood. 

That the following service for the burial of a comrade, to be used 
jointly with Post, be adopted : 

AT THE BURIAL OF A COMRADE. 

When the services of the Post have been completed the Corps 
will form a hollow square around the casket ; the officers at the head, 
the Chaplain at the foot. The following exercises and Scriptural read- 
ings will then follow : 

President : We are enjoined by tht; rules of our Order, " to specially 
aid and assist the Grand Army of the *• Republic and to perpetuate the 
memory of their heroic dead.'* For this purpose we are here assembled. 

The Secretary will place the record of Comrade , made by the 

Adjutant, upon our books. "Mark the perfect man and behold the 
upright ; the end of that man is peace." 

Chaplain : We have heard with our ears, God, our fathers h&ve 
told us, what work thou didst in their days, in the times of old. Surely 
I will never forget any of their works. 

(Member advances and places a floral offfering on the casket.) 
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President : Thou hast given them a banner that fear Thee, that it 
may be displayed for the truth. 

(Member advances and places a flag.) 

Chaplain : Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown 
of life. 

(Members advance in a body, each bearing a flower or sprig of green 
and place them upon the casket.) 
All unite in the Lord's Prayer and resume their places. 

Approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Mann of Ohio, seconded by Mrs. Carroll of 
Ohio, that the report of the committee be adopted. [Carried.] 

Resolution No. 22. Presented by Past National Secretary, 
Jennie Bross. 

That National Convention be petitioned to so amend Rules and 
Regulations that members transferring from one Department to another 
may retain their honors and have a vote in the Department in which 
they hold their membership. 

Approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Evans of Illinois and seconded by Mrs. Cad- 
den of Maryland and Mrs. Winans of Ohio, that the report of the 
committee be adopted. [Carried.] 

Moved by Cora Day Young of Ohio, seconded by Mrs. 
Hampton of Michigan, that further resolutions be not considered. 
[Carried.] 

Mrs. Turner, seconded by many, moved the adoption of the 
report of the committee as a whole. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Bagley then took the chair. 

Mrs. Turner : I move you, Mrs. President and Ladies, that a 
committee be appointed to secure a testimonial for the retiring 
National President. 

Seconded by Cora Day Young of Ohio. Carried unanimously. 

Mrs. Bagley : I would like to ask how this committee be ap- 
pointed. 

Moved by Mrs. Cain of Massachusetts and seconded by Mrs. 
Griffith of Indiana, that the committee be appointed by the Chair. 
[Carried.] 

Mrs. Bagley then appointed Mrs. Turner chairman, Ida S. 
McBride, and Mrs. Griffith of Iowa members of the committee. 
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Mrs. McBride of Indiana : It was necessary early in this ad- 
ministration for the National President to procure a small desk, as 
the desk of the Secretary was occupied by the Secretary almost 
constantly, so that the President could not get at the desk at all. 
She then procured a small office desk. I move you that this desk 
be presented to Mrs. Hitt. 

Seconded by Mrs. Cressinger of Ohio. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Eeed : I move that Mrs. McBride be presented with the 
left-overs of her office at the close of this Convention. Seconded 
and carried. 

Mrs. Turner: I think that the retiring National President 
and Secretary should go over all the papers of the office and 
destroy all such as are not of any use to the Order. 'It does not 
pay to transfer from one National officer to another a lot of old re- 
ports that are of no use to anyone and never could be. 

Seconded by Mrs. Evans of Illinois and carried. 

The National Secretary then read the minutes of the Council 
meetings. 



minutes op first council meeting. 

Hotel Ryan, St. Paul, Minn., 

Saturday, Sept. 5, 1896. 
Pursuant to call of National President, the National Council 
of the Woman's Relief Corps met at eleven o'clock in Head- 
quarters, National President, Agnes Hitt, presiding. The mem- 
bers present were Mesdames Hitt, Hasenwinkle, Turner, Bagley, 
Winans, Sine, Wittenmyer, Griffith, Milham, Inman and National 
Secretary Ida S. McBride. Upon riiotion of Mrs. Turner, that 
we proceed to business, Mrs. Wittenmyer suggested that the 
members of the Board of Managers of the Andersonville Prison 
property be obligated. The Council decided that inasmuch as the 
Board would only investigate and formulate plans for the improve- 
ment of the Andersonville Prison property, there was no necessity 
for the members being obligated until next Convention. Mrs. 
Turner told of the condition and situation of the property, and 
spoke of the living spring flowing from under a cypress tree. 
The opinion was expressed that $500.00 would build the stockade. 
The minutes of Convention that had been referred to the Council 
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for approval, not being completed by the stenographer, Mrs. Sine 
moved they be left in the hands of the retiring National President 
and Secretary. Motion carried. 

On motion of Mrs. Turner, the Council adjourned to meet at 
the call of the National President. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 



National Secretary. 



MINUTES OP SECOND COUNCIL MEETING. 

The National Council of the Woman's Relief Corps met in 
Headquarters, Hotel Iroquois, Buffalo, N. Y., at 11.30 a.m., 
Aug. 24, 1897, Mrs. Agnes Hitt, National President, presiding. 

After a short prayer by Mrs. Wittenmyer, roll was called by 
National Secretary, Ida S. McBride. Members present : Nettie M. 
Norton, Amelia F. Colgan, Isabelle T. Bagley, Lizabeth A. Turner, 
Julia G. Sine, Sarah D. Winans, Helen R. Griffith, Abbie A. Adams 
and Sarah E. Milham. Minutes of last meeting read and approved. 
Auditing Committee reported as follows : — 

REPORT OP AUDITING COMMITTEE. 

Buffalo, N.Y., Aug. 24, 1897. 

Mrs. President and Members of the National Council : We, 
your committee appointed to examine the books, bills and receipts 
of the National Treasurer, have the honor to submit the following 
report : — 

We have made a careful and thorough examination and find 
all accounts c'orrectly and systematically kept. 

Reports properly recorded, orders and receipts correctly filed, 
with balances as represented, and corresponding with certified 
statement of the bank account of the Treasurer. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Helen R. Griffith, Iowa, Chairman, 
Sarah E. Milham, Minnesota, 
Abbie A. Adams, Nebraska, 

Committee, 
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Oommunication from Ellsworth Post, New Orleans, La., was 
read and referred to incoming National President, on motion of 
Mrs. Turner, seconded by Mrs. Griffith. There being no further 
business the Council adjourned, subject to the call of the National 
President. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 



National Secretary. 



Mrs. Turner moved, that the report of the Auditing Com- 
mittee be accepted. Seconded by Mrs. Leslie of Pennsylvania. 
[Carried.] 

Moved by Mrs. Jones of Ohio and seconded by Mrs. Flagg of 
Michigan, that the report be adopted as a whole. [Carried.] 

Miss A.lida Rule then presented a circular from Chattanooga, 
and it was moved, that this be referred to the incoming National 
President. 

National President: I would like to ask if there is anyone 
here to report on the testimonial to Mrs. Turner? 

Mrs. Turner : As I am the recipient of the testimonial and 
Mrs. Lowd, who was to prepare a report, is too sick to write it, I 
will tell you myself. The committee presented to me a beautiful 
brass bedstead and hair mattress. 

National President : I have something I want to say to this 
Convention, and to our National President-elect. At the National 
Convention in St. Paul a message came to me that some gentlemen 
wanted to speak to me in the anteroom. In responding to the 
request, I found Mr. Heller of the American Flag Company, who 
asked me if I would accept from his hands a headquarters banner, 
for my personal property. In the course of a few weeks, I do not 
know how long, this beautiful headquarters banner was sent to 
Indianapolis, and presented to me, in the presence of a number of 
my friends and Aides, by Captain Wallace Foster, as the repre- 
sentative of Mr. Heller. It was given to me, not for the National 
organization, but for my own headquarters. I have looked at it 
many times with the thought in my mind. It is mine, I want 
to keep it ; but I must be generous and yield my own wishes in the 
matter and present it to the National Organization of the Woman's 



23 
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Relief Corps to adorn the National Headquarters of the future 
National Presidents as long as it may last. 

Mrs. Martin, as the incoming National President of the 
Woman's Relief Corps, I place in your hands this beautiful banner 
to be used by you at your headquarters, and at the end of your 
administration turned over to your successor, as the property of 
the headquarters of the Woman's Relief Corps. 

Mrs. Martin : On behalf of the National Organization of the 
Woman's Relief Corps, let me heartily thank you for this unselfish 
gift. I would be tempted to keep it, and perhaps after looking at 
it a year, and wishing to keep it, I might not be generous enough 
to hand it over. But now I must pass it over, and in the name of 
the Order I thank you. 

Mrs. Robbins of Michigan : I move that a rising vote of 
thanks be tended to the National President for the magnificent 
way in which she presided over this Convention. 

Seconded by Mrs. Young and many others. 

Carried unanimously. 

National President : Ladies of this Convention, I appreciate 
your thanks, and I am sorry indeed that my voice was in such a 
condition that I could not be heard all of the time ; but I think 
that it is due somewhat to the room. 

Mrs. Turner: I believe it is the Buffalo air. I am never 
hoarse, but have been ever since I came to this city. 

National President : I feel very grateful to all and especially 
to the ladies present for standing by me until the last. I assure 
you that any National President should feel extremely grateful 
for the loyal support you have given me in remaining until the 
business of the Convention was completed. Ladies, if there is 
no further business we will proceed to the installation. 

Mrs. Reed, seconded by Miss Williams, moved that the 
minutes of this session be referred to the National Council. 
[Carried.] 

National President then presented Mrs. Florence Babbit of 
Michigan, as the youngest member of the Woman's Relief Corps. 

National President: Ladies of the Convention, I have the 
honor of presenting to you Mrs. Hampton, who will install the 
National officers of the Woman's Relief Corps. Convention^ salute. 
' Comrades and friends were admitted to the hall, and the fol- 
lowing elected and appointed offi<;ers were installed : — 
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NATIONAL OFFICERS. 

National President Sarah J. Martin, Missouri. 

National Senior Vice-President .... Sasan E. Atkins, New York, 
National Junior Vice-President .... Calista R. Jones, Vermont. 

National Treasurer , . IsabelleT. Bagley, Ohio. 

National Chaplain Sarah L. Rothroek, Iowa. 

Executive Board : 

Mary G. Deane, Massachusetts, Chairman, 

Augusta B. Hammond, Connecticut. 

Olive M. Laux, Oklahoma. > 

Emma J. South wick. New Jersey. 

Car^-ie A. House, California. 

Member W.B.C. Home Board: 

Agnes Hitt, Indiana. 

Andersonville Prison Board : 

Lizabeth A. Turner, Massachusetts. 
Annie Wittenmyer, Pennsylvania. 
Sarah D. Winans, Ohio. 

National Secretary . Mary H. Shepherd, Missouri. 

National President (Mrs. Martin) : Is there any further 
business to come before this Convention? 

Ladies, I am not much of a speech-maker, I am more of a 
worker, and I thank you for the honor conferred on me and 
I hope that ihe year will be a pleasant one and that we will be 
greatly benefited by the yearns work. I would like the members 
of the Council to meet me at Room 100, Iroquois Hotel, at four 
o'clock, and I would be pleased to have the outgoing Council meet 
with us. 

Mrs. Turner: I move, Mrs. President, that the Fifteenth 
National Convention be adjourned to meet at the call of the 
National President. Seconded by Mrs. Hampton and carried. 



Indianapolis, Ind., Nov. 15, 1897. ' 
I certify the foregoing is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, 
a true copy of the Proceedings of the Fifteenth National Convention, 
Woman*s Relief Corps, auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic. 



C^^/^a^<^ ^L^yC^"^^ 



Past National President, 
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REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN 

OP 

Committee on Greetings of the Woman's Relief Corps 

TO THB 

Grand Army of the Republic. 



The National President, Mrs. Agnes Hitt, appointed the 
following Committee on Greetings to the Thirty-first Encampment 
of the Grand Army of the Republic: Mrs. Isabelle T. Bagley, 
National Treasurer, Mrs. Clare H. Burleigh, Superintendent Na- 
tional Belief Corps Home and Miss Jennie Bross, Department 
President of Illinois. 

The committee was escorted into the Encampment by a detail 
of three distinguished comrades amid great applause and demon- 
stration. 

The estimation in which the Grand Army holds its auxiliary, 
needs no other definition than that expressed by the tremendous 
applause from the Encampment at the entrance and words of the 
official committee from the Woman's Relief Corps. 

The chairman of the committee, Mrs. Bagley, was first intro- 
duced and after preliminary greeting and comment she presented 
the official report of the Woman's Relief Corps as prepared by 
Mrs. Hitt as follows : — 

Indianapolis, Ind., Aug. 27, 1897. 
Thaddkus S. Clarkson, 

Commander-in-Chiefs G.A.B, 
Comrade : I have the honor to extend to you and through you to the 
Thirty-flrst National Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
the greetings of the Woman's Relief Corps, and submit to you the 
following report of our membership, financial standing and amount of 
relief extended during the year ending? June 30, 1897. 
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Number of members . 




. 142,883 


Expended in relief 




. $67,264 94 


Turned over to Posts 




30,139 09 


Relief otlier than money . 




62,046 69 


For National W.R.C. Home 




10,012 01 


Army nurses outside Home 




245 00 


In pension work 




806 20 


National Headquarters Relief 




64 00 


For Memorial Day 




12,963 30 


For Memorial Day in the South 


773 97 


Total amount of relief extended 


I . . 163,804 10 


Number of persons assisted by the 


various corps 


60,947 


Balance in Relief Fund 


64,967 38 


Balance in General Fund . 


. 104,401 99 


The National Treasurer's report shoy 


^s 


a cash balance in General Fund 


7,022 74 


Supplies to the amount of . 


5,396 54 


Cash in other funds . 


6,159 43 


Total assets 




. $18,578 71 



Liabilities — None. 



Total amount of relief since organi- 
zation to June 30, 1896 

Total amount of relief since organi- 
zation to June 30, 1897 



$1,373,111 42 

$1,636,990 36 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

AGNES HITT, 
National President^ W.R.C, 

Mrs. Bagley next introduced to the Commander-in-Chief and 
to the Encampment, the other members of the committee, Mrs. 
Burleigh and Miss Bross, and these royal women of the war, by 
their sincere and well chosen words, proved themselves able ex- 
ponents of the great organization they were representing. 

The response of Commander-in-Chief Clarkson was intense, 
earnest and eloquent. His high commendation of Mrs. Hitt, on 
her admirable administration of the office of National President, 
and his earnest words of congratulation and compliment which he 
bade the committee bear to Mrs. Hitt and the one hundred and 
forty-two thousand women whom she represents, were truly 
gratifying. 
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With proud hearts in being a part of the Grand Army's 
auxiliary, the committee were accompanied on their return to the 
Convention by a committee of escort appointed by the Commander- 
in-Chief to bear greetings and to officially declare for him and for 
the Grand Army of the Republic, their faith in the high purposes 
and appreciation of the past, present and promised services of their 
own auxiliary, the Woman's Relief Corps. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

ISABELLE T. BAGLEY, 

Chairman, 
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Report of Committee on Courtesies. 



The Committee on Courtesies reported telegrams sent to Past 
Commander-in-Chief Paul Van Dervoort and Miss Clara Barton, 
honorary memhers of the Woman's Relief Corps ; to Past National 
Presidents E. Florence Barker, Sarah E. Fuller, Elizabeth D'Arcy 
Kinne», Mary Sears McHenry and Sue A. Pike Sanders. The 
sympathy of the Convention was extended with greetings to Past 
National President E. Florence Barker, seriously ill at her hom^, 
Maiden, Mass. 

Telegrams of sympathy were sent to Past Department Presi- 
dents Emma B. Lowd and Helen A. Brigham of Massachusetts, 
detained by illness from Convention. Also to Past National Sec- 
retaries Armilla A. Cheney and Hannah R. Plimpton. A ,tele- 
gram of sympathy was sent to Past Department President Salina 
F. Springsteen of Ohio, detained at her home in Cleveland by the 
sudden death of her husband. Dr. Springsteen. 

A message of sympathy was sent Mr. John Whittier, New 
Brunswick, N. J., on the death of his wife, Past National Junior 
Vice-President Abbie J. Whittier. 

The following resolution of thanks was sent to all the news- 
papers of Buffalo, also to Mr. Augustus Scheu and Mrs. Linda De 
K. Fulton, and the President of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution : — 

Besolvedt That the Fifteenth National Convention, Woman's Relief 
Corps, representing one hundred and forty-two thousand loyal women 
and forty-five States and Territories, are deeply appreciative of the hos- 
pitalities showered upon them by the people of Bufilalo. Particularly do 
they thank the Mayor, General Jewett; the Executive Board, Thirty- 
First National Encampment, G.A.R., Mr. August F. Scheu, President; 
the Woman's Citizens* Committee, Mrs. Linda De K. Fulton, Chairman, 
and their hundreds of associates, for accommodations, halls, decorations, 
flowers, luncheons, receptions, the boat-ride and incidental pleasures, 
and courtesies. 

Also the Press of BuflTalo for complimentary mention of the work 
of our Order, and the Daughters of the American Revolution for invita- 
tions to their reception. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Kate Brownlee Sherwood, Ohio, Chairman, 
Caroline H. Bell, Wisconsin, 
LoRETTA J. GoRSUCH, Indiana, 

Committee, 
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Report of the National Press Correspondent. 



The report of your National Press Correspondent will prove 
a comparatively tame document, since I shall have less than three 
months' lahor to record. By your gracious request, I had the 
honor to succeed Mrs. Mary D. Travis of Crawfordsville, Ind., she 
having heen elected Department President of Indiana in May last. 

My work has heen, chiefly, the preparation of matter relating 
to the Woman's Relief Corps, for the Buffalo Press. I have 
edited and compiled sketches of National officers, also prepared 
papers on patriotic teaching, and other subjects of general in- 
terest, and arranged for their distribution and publication by the 
journals of this city. Many communications from Department 
Press Correspondents, destined for the National Tribune, passed 
through my hands. A number of these were reports of Memorial 
Day ceremonies, and from them I gathered the gratifying assur- 
ance that the stand taken by the Woman's Relief Corps against 
the desecration of this, the holiest of the Nation's holidays, is 
checking the evil. College faculties, the clergy and the press, as 
a rule, joined with us to make gaming and sports on this day 
unpopular. The result was shown in the universal reverence paid 
to the Nation's dead. The 30th of May coming on Sunday, 
the service was extended over two days. Wherever a silent tent 
was pitched, there came the living, loyal hosts with the tribute 
of touching speech, the tender offering of flowers, and planted the 
star-spangled banner above the heroic dead, whose blood has 
washed it free from stain. 

Equally encouraging was the reports regarding the progress 
of the work in the educational field. The American Patriotic 
Salute, the Balch Salute, has been introduced into thirty-eight 
States, and seven million school-children are pledging " their heads 
and their hearts to God and their Country." The Constitution of 
the United States and the Declaration of Independence has been 
introduced into the primary school grade as a study, in the form 
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of the Patriotic Primer and the Independence Chart. There are 
now in use twenty thousand copies of the Primer and more than 
three thousand Declaration of Independence Charts ; and the de- 
mand for these patriotic publications is growing. The indications 
are, that in the future, no voter who has learned to read in the 
public schools of America, will be ignorant of the laws that govern 
his country or of the causes that lead to their enactment. 

The chief object of the Order goes on with increasing and 
broadening strength. The one hundred and forty-two thousand 
members of our Order seem to be, collectively and individually, 
engaged in perfecting plahs of comfort for the Nation's defenders 
and to perpetuate the history of their heroism. 

In conclusion, Mrs. President, let me thank you, in the name 
of twenty-two thousand " loyal women," constituting sixteen per 
cent of the Woman's Relief Corps, for the honor conferred on them 
when you appointed me — one of their number — to the office of 
National Press Correspondent. May she who comes after me write 
her page of our history, mission and achievements, with a pen of 
, flame dipped in the fires of patriotism, winning for the Nation's 
defenders friends countless as the sands of the sea. 

Respectfully submitted, in F., C. and L., 

SAMANTHA WEST MILLER, 

National Press Correspondent 
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DECISIONS 



OF 



Fifteenth National Convention. 



1. That the Ave elected members of the Anderson ville Prison 
Board shall be recognized as National oflacers during theii* term of office 
and be voting members of National Convention. They shall be obligated 
the same as other National officers. 

2. That the president of the Ex-Prisoners of War Association 
shall also be a member ex officio of the Anderson ville Prison Board. 

3. That James A. Averlll, Department Commander of Georgia, 
G.A.R., Thomas Frame, superintendent of Anderson ville Cemetery, and 
W. W. DeHaven, Past Commander E. S. Jones Post G.A.R., Macon, Ga., 
be appointed as Advisory Committee to the Andersonville Prison Board 
to serve for the term of two years. 

4. That the vote to build a stockade around that portion of the 
Andersonville property known as the prison, be rescinded, and that the 
whole eighty-eight and a half acres be enclosed with a strong wire fence. 

6. That the Andersonville Prison Board place a caretaker in charge 
of the property whenever they consider it necessary. 

6. That a house with seven or eight rooms, with necessary shed 
and conveniences, be built for use of the caretaker of the Andersonville 
Prison property, where visitors may find accommodations. Also that a 
well be bored and that the whole cost of above improvements shall not 
exceed ^1,600.00. 

7. That such portion of the land contained in the new purchase, 
as is needed, be set aside as a garden for the use of the caretaker. 

8. That Bermuda grass seed be sown the coming spring on that 
portion of the property known as the ** prison pen." 

9. That an officer, to be known as Patriotic Instructor, shall be 
appointed by National and Department Presidents whose duty it shall 
be to direct and supervise the work of patriotic instruction. 
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These officers shall make reports and be recognized the sam^ as all 
other National and Department officers. Department Patriotic Instruc- 
tors shall appoint as many assistants as may be deemed necessary. 

10. That the National President appoint a committee to prepare 
the necessary blanks for Patriotic Instructors. 

11. That Rules and Regulations be amended defining the duties 
and status of Patriotic Instructors. 

12. That the Alternate-at-Large shall be entitled to a seat in 
National Convention only in the absence of the Delegate-at-Large. 

Should a vacancy occur in both these places the same shall be filled 
by the Department Council. 

If the vacancy occurs too late to be filled by the Department Coun- 
cil, the first delegate present performs the duty of Delegate-at-Large. 

13. That no further revisions of the Red Book be made until the 
present edition be exhausted, but whatever changes are made shall be 
printed on pages the size of the Red Book, these pages to be gummed on 
one edge so they can be easily inserted, and that this method apply to 
Ritual and Service Books as far as practicable. 

14. That the incoming National President appoint a National 
Organizer whose duty It shall be to organize Corps in States where 
there are no Departments, and assist Departments when called upon, 
and to do all in her power to increase the membership of the Woman's 
Relief Corps. 

15. That the Ritual be revised in accordance with the work exem- 
plified during the Fifteenth National Convention at Buffalo. 

16. That hereafter no appeal, however meritorious, shall be sent 
out unless it emanate from National Headquarters, through the National 
President, with the advice of the National Council. 

17. That the clause, page 35, in Ritual, under the head of '^ Corps 
Books " be made to read as follows : — 

*'The following books are furnished to every [Corps when or- 
ganized, viz. : ten Rituals, two Service Books, a Journal, Roll Book, 
Order Book, General Order File and Letter File for the Secretary's use ; 
for Treasurer's use, a Cash Book, Ledger and Receipt Book." 

18. That Section 1, Article II., Chapter II., Rules and Regulations, 
be changed to read, *'and must be accompanied by an admission fee of 
not less than one dollar and fifty cents, which includes the price of 
badge and copy of the Rules and Regulations." 

19. That Departments may establish District Conventions, and 
Rules and Regulations be so amended. 
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20. That Corps in Departments exemplifying the ritualistic work 
at District Conventions shall be Inspected at that time. 

21. That hereafter Press Correspondents* badges be made to cor- 
respond to all other badges, past and present rank, and that Rnles and 
Regulations be so amended. 

22. That the badge for the Chief of Staff shall have on the bar-pin 
the w^ords " Senior Aide." 

23. That Section 2, Article IV., Chapter V., Rules and Regula- 
tions, be changed to read, ** upon payment of an initiation fee of one dol- 
lar when in possession of her badge." 

24. That the sum of $60.00 be now allowed the National Treasurer 
for clerk hire, and the same amount be allowed annually. 

26. That the spaces 2, 3, 14, 21, on Form T, be made wider to 
accommodate the figures nicely. 

26. That the sum of f 600.00 be allowed the National President for 
travelling expenses, with especial regard to visiting the weaker Depart- 
ments in the West and South. 

27. That Decision No. 30 and the fourth paragraph of Decision 
31 of the Fourteenth National Convention, be rescinded, and that here- 
after Department Inspectors compile all reports, sending to Department 
Headquarters the tabulated report Form P, and to the National Inspector 
the consolidated report Form RR. 

28. That the National President may grant dispensation to Depart- 
ment Presidents to inspect by blank. 

29. That new editions of Department and Corps requisition books 
be immediately issued and supplied to Departments and Corps, free of 
cost, and that Department and Corps Treasurers be instructed to destroy 
all of the old requisition books in their possession upon the receipt of 
the new edition. 

30. That a roster of National officers be issued immediately after 
the National President makes her staff appointments, and later, after all 
Department Conventions have been held, a roster of Department officers 
and Detached Corps be issued. 

31. That the word '* Department" be added to Form D in item 
of ** Disbursements," making it read, *♦ Paid Department per capita tax 
for this quarter," etc. 

32. That foot-note on Department Treasurer's blank. Form D, 
which says, *' This number must be the same as the number remaining 
in good standing in Department Secretary's Supplemental Report, Form 
C," be eliminated as obsolete. 
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38. That all blanks containing tabulated reports be known as 
" Tabulated Reports." 

34. That a change be made In the arrangement of the headings in 
Reports of Department Treasurer, Form F, as shown in specimen 
sheet, prepared by the National Secretary. 

35. That Delinquent Report Blanks Form V be abolished. 

36. That the following words be added to Section 4, Article VIII., 
Chapter II., Rules and Regulations: '^ Corps Treasurers must forward 
promptly to Department Treasurer, all contributions for funds held by 
Department or National Treasurers, as required by Article XIX , 
Chapter V." 

37. That the following words be added to Section 4, Article VI. , 
Chapter III., Rules and Regulations : ** Department Treasurers must for- 
ward promptly to National Treasurer all contributions for funds held by 
National Treasurer, as required by Article XIX., Chapter V." 

38. That when the present supply of blanks of Form O and Form 
P is exhausted an additional question be added, to wit.: ^* Amount of 
Money in General Fund? " 

39. That the Patriotic Primer be made a part of the regular 
supplies. 

40. That a committee of one be appointed to procure a suitable 
badge for the Andersonville Prison Board. 

41. That the burial service for a comrade, as presented by Mrs. 
Kate B. Sherwood, be adopted and added to the next edition of Burial 
and Memorial Service BookE. 

42. That members transferring from one Department to another 
may retain their honors and have a vote in the Department in which 
they hold their membership. 

43. That all contributions for National Council of Women Fund 
must be voluntary and not taken from any Corps Fund. 
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UNOFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS. 



Buffalo, N.Y., Aug. 24-27, 1897. 

Enthroned beside her picturesque inland sea, her mantle the 
stars and stripes, her hand dispensing royal hospitality, Buffalo 
today vindicates her right to the title of the Queen City of the 
Lakes. She is the proud hostess to a guest whose like no other 
generation has boasted and whose kind will pass away in the 
swiftly speeding years. 

For them the very heavens have smiled a greeting and the 
tenderest zephyrs have whispered welcome. This, the Thirty-first 
National Encampment of the Grand Army and the Fifteenth Con- 
vention of its auxiliary, the Woman's Relief Corps, has been in the 
main similar to previous annual gatherings, differing only in detail 
and environment. Yet these alone would furnish matter for twice 
the space at our command. 

The Woman's Eelief Corps met for the first time in the Em- 
pire State, and the attendance was greater than we had dared to 
hope. Distance and the discomforts of travel proved powerless to 
prevail against patriotism. From the Golden Gate, from the land 
of Eternal Spring, from mountain and plain came a host of brave, 
earnest women, bearing aloft the banner of Fraternity, Charity 
and Loyalty. 

Writing of the various patriotic organizations claiming recog- 
nition, the Buffalo Express paid this tribute to the Woman's 
Relief Corps : " Foremost among these is the Woman's Relief 
Corps, composed of women of the families of veterans and other 
loyal women who have reached the age of sixteen years. It was 
organized in July, 1883, as a National institution, a similar organ- 
ization having existed in Massachusetts since 1879. It was formed 
of the various soldiers' aid societies which existed since the close 
of the war. It is composed and officered exclusively of women. 
It has secured the erection and endowments of numerous homes for 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE woman'* idRtiar ooRi»8. S6P 

reterans', tHeip wives and mothers^ an3 dependent army nurses^' 
^It. originated and forced into law in many States legislation com- 
pelling the use of loyal histories anii' placing the American flag 
over every schoolhouse. In the earnestness of its work and the 
extent of its charity it has no equal among the women's organi-, 
zations of the world." • 

The Buffalo Times breathed the spirit of press and people in 
the following graceful greeting ; " Welcome, patriotic women I 
Miss Buffalo gives you greeting. Her loveliest gems, her fairest 
flowers are donned to do you honor. She is waiting with all her 
men and maid servants to minister to you during your stay with us. 
She offers to you the best that she has, a welcome that is wholly 
sincere, her best hospitality, and bids you accept it with goodwill. 
The representatives of Miss Buffalo will be waiting for you in the 
highways and the byways. They will greet you in their homes 
and make you welcome. They will greet you in public places and 
endeavor to make your stay here agreeable in all ways. Be one 
with us ; and, if perchance there is anything we have neglected, 
if you find some things left undone, the doing of which would be 
for your pleasure, follow out the biblical injunction, 'Ask, and it 
will be given unto you.' It will be given in royal measure, heaped 
down and running over. Welcome to our hearts and to our 
homes." 

The tribute we valued most was that paid to our Order by 
Commander-in Chief Clarkson. In his report to the Grand Army 
of the Republic, he said : " Who can meastire the length or the 
breadth or the height or the depth of woman's love and devotion ; 
or who can measure the value of the service rendered us by our 
great auxiliary, the Woman's Relief Corps ? Their work indeed 
has but just begun, and we wish that their number might be in- 
creased by the enlistment in this one body of every loyal woman 
of the land whose circumstances would permit her co-operation." 

The first, as well as the most brilliant social event, was the 
deception tendered the Commander-in-Chief, Thaddeus S. Clarkson^ 
and staff by the National President. The following quoted from 
the Times is not an over-colored description of the meeting of 
" grace and valor " : " There is no doubt that the Woman's Relief 
Corps is very dear to the hearts of the Grand Army men. The old 
soldier has a syinpathy with all the members of this noble band, 
and when its affairs are under discussion, he always enters in the 
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conversation and has something to say in its behalf. There were 
as many old soldiers present last evening at the reception given 
by Mrs. Agnes Hitt of Indianapolis, National President of the 
Woman's Relief Corps, as there were women, and that is saying a 
great deal. The National Headquarters, on the second floor of the 
Iroquois, from 8 to 11 o'clock last evening, was one struggling, 
boiling, seething mass of humanity, which the training of soldiers 
and the authority of the police force were unable to quiet. The 
rotunda and the hallways were packed until standing room for one 
more person was an impossibility, and the stairways and hallways 
leading to the exits were packed to suffocation with people who 
were waiting to grasp the hand of the National President. 

^' Once inside, where the reception was in progress, there was 
breathing space, and the visitors were cordially greeted by the 
President and her National officers. The assistants to the Presi- 
dent at the reception were: Mrs. Nettie M. Norton, National 
Senior Vice-President ; Mrs. Amelia F. Colgan, National Junior 
Vice-President ; Mrs. Isabelle T. Bagley, National Treasurer ; Mrs. 
Ida S. McBride, National Secretary ; Mrs. Julia G. Sine, National 
Inspector; Mrs. Lizabeth A. Turner, National Counselor; Mrs. 
Helen B. Griffith, Chairman, and Mrs. Sarah E. Milham and Mrs. 
Abbie A. Adams, members of the National Executive Board, 
and Mrs. Robert Fulton of Buffalo. Commander-in-Chief Clarkson 
and his staff were present during the evening and assisted the 
President in receiving.'* 

What was true of this was in a measure true of all the func- 
tions in which the Woman's Relief Corps participated — crowds 
and crowds of illustrious men and women, music, flags and flowers. 
The retiring administration was the recipient of much gracious 
attention. One of the pleasant features planned by the Ladies' 
Citizen's Committee by way of entertainment was an excursion 
on the lake in the beautiful steamer, City of Buffalo, 

During the Convention many fraternal calls were made by 
various Grand Army of the Republic committees. One chiefly 
noted was paid by Past Commander-in-Chief Clarkson, the newly 
elected Commander-in-Chief Gobin and several other members of 
the Grand Army of the Republic to the Convention. There was a 
jolly half-hour of speechmaking and self-congratulation; the old ^ 
and the new commanders pledged anew their allegiance to the 
Woman's Relief Corps, and greetings were exchanged between the 
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new officers of the Woman's Relief Corps and the Grand Army of 
the Republic. 

During the afternoon the National Aides presented to Mrs. 
Hitt a magnificent diamond ring through the Chief of Staff, Mrs. 
Caylor; and Mrs. Winans, for the National officers, gave her a 
lovely badge full jeweled. In addition to these she received from 
the Department of Indiana, Grand Army of the Republic, a costly 
brooch composed of one hundred and twenty-four pearls arranged 
in the form of a star radiating from a diamond of rare beauty. 
Another inspiring incident was witnessed when the flag salute was 
given by thirteen little tots in white with blue and red sashes. 
They were headed by Capt. Wallace Foster, the deaf veteran who 
is devoting his life to the promotion of patriotism. The captain 
carried a beautiful flag made by the children of the free schools 
of New York, all its stars exquisitely embroidered. Captain 
Foster held the flag and the children gave the salute, after which 
they sang " America " and '* The Star-Spangled Banner." Captain 
Foster then read a short address on patriotism, which was 
enthusiastically received. 

To touch, though never so lightly, on the great events of this 
great Encampment, would make a volume of no mean dimensions. 
The address of welcome by Major Jewett, Governor Black, the 
speeches of President McKinley, General Clarkson, General Alger 
and Archbishop Ireland, were masterpieces of oratory. Governor 
Black's address was in part as follows : — 

Fortunate beyond any time or people has been the American people 
in the character of its soldiers, and more fortunate still has been the 
American soldier in the marvelous achievement he has wrought. The 
reward to his country appears in the increasing strength of a reunited 
people, and in every household in the land in the enlarged freedom of 
the citizen. To the soldier, for his courage and his sacrifice, his country 
extends that affectionate gratitude which will always be the spring at 
"Which every high and tender inspiration will be renewed. 

The people's willingness to confess their obligation no soldier will 
gainsay or doubt who saw the exhibition made, not long ago, in honor of 
their most distinguished general. The celebration of that day and the 
pomp and ceremony that attended it, is an event to which the minds of 
patriots will c« instantly recur. To see what few who ever lived have 
seen was the high, but solemn privilege of those who beheld that 
demonstration. Hour after hour the multitude, with sober and intent 
demeanor, moved in one continuous tribute of veneration and respect. 
From every State and city, from those remoter regions where only 

24 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



370 FIFTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 

matters of serious import penetrate, the citizens of every rank and cir- 
cumstance were moved to come. Youth and old age then walked 
together side by side. The gauze and decoration of military display 
were mingled with those soldiers whose homely uniforms were long 
since christened by smoke and fire. 

But all then felt and yielded to a single inspiration. The strength 
ftnd virtue of society depend upon the force of obligations recognized, 
and the highest of these obligations is that imposed by gratitude, the 
only one that cannot be enforced ; not within the realm of contract or 
expression ; it is beyond and supreme. And no profounder lesson could 
be tauo:ht than this, by the unexampled pageant of that day, that many 
years after his deeds were done, and when his rugged face lived only 
through the mercy of the chisel and the brush, his countrymen, still 
bearing their benefactor in their hearts, were gathered from every 
quarter of the republic to pay their homage at his tomb His achieve- 
ments and yours were their salvation. His frame and yours are their 
possession. They have enjoyed the blessings of one, the other they will 
cherish anci defend. 

In this age and country great names abound which time will not 
obliterate nor dim, and among those names can be seen from every sec- 
tion of the globe the name of Grant. Yet he was neither scholar nor 
statesman ; but a soldier, carved like all heroic figures, in strong lines, 
for dangerous altitudes and great purposes. As we move away from 
him, and years and events pass between us, his outline will still be 
visible and distinct. Such characters, built upon courage and faith, 
and that loyalty which is the seed of both, are not the playthings, but 
the masters of time. His benefactions have passed away and their 
memory may grow obscure, but his fame will continue forever. His 
place among the greatest of his countrymen is fixed ; for it was he of 
whom his friends once justly said, his name rests not upon the unsub- 
stantial basis of things said, but upon the arduous greatness of things 
done. 

To every brave and honest soldier, though his fame be less, his 
countrymen extend the same full measure of esteem ; and to every sol- 
dier here, whatever his rank may be, I extend the cordial welcome of 
the State, remembering that they who do not wear the badge of office 
may still wear the decoration of noble service well performed, — for 
power is not proclaimed by title, nor heroes made by stars or epaulets. 

The grand prelate and patriot, Archbishop Ireland, in one of 
his glowing tributes to the valor of his comrades said : — 

To have taken a part in the achievements which the veterans of 
America's Civil War are congregating in Bufflalo to recall and honor, is 
highest glory. The consciousness that this glory is ours, fills the soul 
to overflowing with noble pride and exultant joy. W^ were soldiers of 
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Abraham Lincoln ; tWs the praise we covet, this the memory we yearn 
to transmit to coming years. 

Achievements are fitly measured by their results of our achieve- 
ments ; the results are the United States of present time 

The United States ! Hail to tjie great nation I From the Atlantic 
to the Pacific, three thousand miles and more, her domain extends, 
prodigally rich in nature's most precious gifts. Seventy-seven millions 
is the count of her sons and daughters. Health and comfort are within 
her reach from her own resources, independently of contributions from 
lands of other peoples. Her dignity and power make her the born 
guardian of the liberties and rights of the nations of a whole hemisphere. 
By very force of her greatness and of the mission which providence 
Imposes upon her, she is compelled to wave her flag In triumphant 
ownership over remote islands whence vast seas are ruled. Wherever 
throughout the whole world her stars and stripes is Reen, respect is at 
once awarded to it. Nations most powerful covet her alliance, and offer 
welcome to her promise of peace Within her borders the spirit of 
humanity's new age is at home, the spirit of humanity's progress, of 
humanity's freedom, of humanity's social elevation. America leads in 
humanity's forward march. America's today is the world's tomorrow. 
And this great nation, strong, resolute, proud, progressive, is a. nation of 
freedom; popular suffrage is her life-blood; civil and political liberty 
her native atmosphere. 

Americans, hail to the great nation ! Hail this night to the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

The President of the United States ! The President symbolizes the 
nation; the President personifies the nation; the majesty of the nation 
encircles his brow ; the power of the nation rests in his hands. Honor 
due to the nation is due to the President; honor from the President is 
honor from the nation. Tonight America sits as our board. Hail to 
William McKinley, the President of America. Aye, hail to William 
McKinley, the man and the citizen, whom Christian virtues and patriotic 
deeds make worthy to be the President of America. 

The achievements of the soldiers of the Civil War have given us 
the United States of present time.' The valor of those soldiers upon 
land and upon sea killed organized secession and saved the Union. 
Without those soldiers there would be today no United States. A dozen 
of petty republics, writhing in the agonies of discord and revolution, 
would lie scattered between Atlantic and Pacific shores, each one so 
small and impotent that her people could own no pride, and the nations 
of the earth should neglect and scorn her. The union of States in the 
obligatory and perpetual submission of State governments, in all national 
interests to the central government in Washington, is the vital condition 
of strength and prosperity to the States and the populations that cover 
their territory. The victories that the veterans are celebrating in 
Buffalo preserved the Union and endowed it with immortality. 
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The valor of the soldiers of the Civil War saved and perpetuated 
popular liberty — the soul of America and of America's institutions. 
The destruction of the Union should have proven to America and to the 
world that no large country can abide with popular liberty as its vivify- 
ing principle. American States should for very life have abbreviated 
the privileges of the people ; and other nations of the earth should forever 
have shunned the liberty that had wrecked the United States of America. 
The valor of the soldiers of the Civil War sanctified American patriotism, 
made the people of America more deeply American, and impelled all their 
energies in a forward movement to develop and strengthen the institu- 
tions of America. The Civil War awakened all the latent energies of the 
American people, revealed to themselves and to the world the'r strength, 
exalted their confidence in their own powers, and secured to them the 
respect and admiration of other peoples. The whole range of American 
life was intensified by the war; the wondrons era of material industry 
and exploitation, through which the country has been passing, is itself 
very largely due to the quickening of American brain and the stimulating 
of American courage, which were produced by the Civil War. New 
America was born; the great nation which the world admires today 
is the child of the victories of the Union soldiers. 

Is there wonder that America's veterans are proiid and exulting? 
Is there wonder that whoever loves America and rejoices in her great- 
ness delights to pay them reverence? The United States owes to them 
life, honor and prosperity. 

Never in the story of peoples was there so much at stake for a 
nation and for humanity, as when in 1861, Abraham Lincoln summoned 
Americans to defend the Stars and Stripes ; never in the story of peoples 
was there a war more righteous, more necessary, more worthy of 
Heaven's blessings than the war which Americans waged three decades 
of years ago to maintain intact and unsullied the Stars and Stripes. 

May war be never again necessary for America. If dissensions do 
arise, may they be composed by peaceful tribunals. But always and 
above all else, America's life and honor must be safe from peril and stain. 
If, to maintain the life and the honor of America, war is necessary, let 
there be war ; and when war is declared, may soldiers be ready, as brave, 
as t' ue, as heroic as those who quickly replied to the calls of Lincoln. 
We are coming. Father Abraham We are coming, Father Abraham, to 
do and to die. 

President McKinley was in his happiest mood when he 
responded to the toast, " The Nation's Defenders." He said ; — 

My fellow citizens, blessed is that country whose defenders are 
patriots. Blessed is that country whose soldiers fight for it and are 
willing to give the best they have, the best that any man has, their own 
lives, to preserve it, because they love it. Such an army the United 
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States has always commanded In every crisis of her history. From the 
War of the Revolution to the late Civil War the men followed that flag 
in battle because they loved that flag and believed in what it represented. 
That was the stuff of which the volunteer army of '61 was made. Every 
one of them not only fought but they thought, and many of them did 
their own thinking and did not always agree with their commanders. 
That young soldier who in the late war, upon the battle line, ahead with 
the color guard bearing the Stars and Stripes way in front of the line, 
but the enemy still in front of him ; the general called out to the color 
bearer, ♦ Bring those colors back to the line," and quicker than any 
bullet that young soldier answered back, *♦ Bring the line up to the 
colors." It was the voice of command ; there was a man behind it and 
there was patriotism in his heart. 

" So nigh to grandeur ie our dust, 
So near to Gk>d is man. 
When duty whispers, * Lo, thou must,* 
The youth replies, * I can.' '* 

And so more than two million brave men thus responded and 
made up an army grander than any army that ever shook the earth 
with its tread and engaged in a holier cause than ever engaged soldiers 
before. What defenders, my comrades, have we now? We have the 
remnant of this old, magnificent, matchless army of which I have 
been speaking, and then, as allies in any future war, we have the 
brave men who fought against us on Southern battlefields. The army 
of Grant and the army of Lee are together. They are one now in faith, 
in hope, in fraternity, in purpose and in an invincible patriotism. And, 
therefore, the country is in no danger. In justice strong, in peace 
secure and in devotion to the flag all one. 

But in his address at the catnp-fire held in Asbury church he 
was sublime* Pale with emotion, his eyes bright with unshed 
tears, he spoke thus : — 

The saddest part of the reunion of the old soldiers of the army is 
that at every annual Encampment we miss many familiar faces; our 
comrades are diminishing with the passing years; the circle is narrow- 
ing and every annual roll-call discloses one and still another not present, 
but accounted for. They have gone from human sight ; they have passed 
from association with us here any longer; they have gone to join the 
great majority of that army with which they were so long associated, 
and they sleep tonight within those green tents whose curtains never 
outward swing. Grant has gone, Sherman and Sheridan and Thomas 
and MacPherson and Logan and a long list beside, rich in precious 
memories. And not only have the great commanders gone, but the rank 
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and file of that spletidid army have joined their old commanders on the 
other shore. 

<< They are gone who seem so great ; their glorious work is here ; 
And they wear a purer crown than any man can weave them. 
Speak no more of their renown, but in the vast cathedral leave them. 
God accept them, Christ receive them." 

It is onr duty, it is our business to perpetuate their memories; it is 
our duty, it is our business to preserve and improve and strengthen and 
glorify the magnificent institutions for which they fought and for which 
they gave their lives. 

The parade, the chief feature of every National Encampment, 
was a marked success, both as to its management and in point of 
number participating. The weather was ideal, the bluest of skies 
smiling through the occasional rifts in the cloud of Old Glory that 
enveloped the city. 

The reviewing stand arranged for President McKinley, 
Governor Black and the National officers of the Grand Army of 
the Republic and the Woman's Relief Corps, was located at the 
circle at the head of Richmond avenue. 

With banners and martial music there passed for six hours in 
solid phalanx the pride of the nation, the wonder of the world — 
the Grand Army of the Republic. At the head rode the President 
of the United States with his comrade, the peerless Commander- 
in-Chief Clarkson ; and for the whole long day this column 
marched and the spectators watched without weariness. The 
Courier Record thus describes this matchless pageant : — 

Tramp — tramp — tramp — the armies of the nation move; tramp — 
tramp — tramp — the soldiers of the American Republic pass ; tramp — 
tramp — tramp -the boys are marching. Boys who marched in '61, 
Saxon and Celt, tawny-halred and black, alert of step, young in heart; 
now silvered with the frosts of time, some limping in the line, but 
young-hearted still: still ready to fight for the old flag: tramp — 
tramp — tramp — the boys are marching. 

From the blue water of the Atlantic ports, from the black soil of 
the Prairie States, from the Imperial reaches of the Golden Shore they 
come, these citizen-soldiers of free America, to march again beneath the 
Stars and Stripes, to camp again beneath the stars of heaven, to feel 
again the comrade clasp which teaches the world that men are brothers. 

Out of the wide borders of the giant West the bluecoats bounded 
at the beat of drum, from city and hamlet and countryside, from store 
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and barn and mine, to cheer kgain for Old Glory and caiTy again a 
musket for Uncle Sam. 

Poured from the populous towns of the Eastern Commonwealth 
the sons of Puritan and Cavalier, of Knickerbocker and Covenanter, to 
tread again in martial line the soil of a free State, made free by the 
devotion of their mothers in the days of the Old Thirteen ; yea, reclaimed 
long years before by the fathers of the fathers, those axemen of civiliza- 
tion, the sturdy pioneers, in the dawn of liberty, when the Mayflower and 
the Half Moon set furrow in the field of billows and winning a continent 
enriched the world. 

From the North, from the South, from the East, from the West, 
came the old vets to rally once again *round the fiag which was unfurled 
more than a third of a century ago in the cause of human freedom, 
carried, now trailing, now floating o'er a hundred fields of battle; 
shredded by shot, torn by shell, soaked in the blood of heroes whom the 
coming generations will love to honor, and planted triumphantly at last 
in the heart of a free Republic, to wave forever over the free homes of 
free men, in the North, in the South, in the East, in the West. 

Tramp — tramp — tramp — the boys are marching. They are com- 
ing. Father Abraham, but not — not three hnndred thousand strong. All 
over the Southland the grass grows in living green and the wild rose 
blooms, with the hues of Eden, over the low graves of sons for whose 
home-coming the weary mothers of the North have vainly watched. 
The battlefields where grim death stalked are dotted with many a moand 
where rests a father for whom babes have mourned and a mother wept. 
These came not back, but rest where they won their imperishable laurels. 

In the sunny South they rest — in a land redeemed by their heroic 
sacrifices, under the old flag still — the flag they saved. In the cities of 
the dead their bodies lie, over the land of the living their sentinel spirits 
watch, sleepless through all the ages. 

Their fame is secure in the hearts of a grateful country and their 
cause is the cause of the Sons and Daughters of Veterans. 

Not all the defenders of the flag are hei*e. In the North whole 
companies " sleep the sleep that knows no waking." Year after year 
they have been mustered out of service. One after another the old 
soldiers have been laid to rest in the quiet churchyard where only the 
mourner strays. One after another the great captains of the conflict 
have passed from earth. 

Smaller, year by year, grows the band of surviving comrades, 
which, faithful unto death, pays the last honors to the men who shielded 
their country with their breasts. A few more years and none will be 
left of all the hosts who wore the blue. 

They are coming. Father Abraham, but not — not three hundred 
thousand strong. 

In the Soldiers' Homes of the great States of the Union is a tat- 
tered remnant of the blue-coated soldiery who went gaily forth in the 
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prime of youth to brave all periU for a race of slaves. Like the battle- 
flags which rest among the choicest treasures of the Grand Army Posts, 
these old veterans recline in the evening of their days among the asso- 
ciations which remind them of their gallant prime. 

A^ain they live in the storied past which the moving generation 
knows only from history's page Again they creep over the sun -flecked 
flelds of Dix^e and storm the strongholds of the Confederacy. Ah! 
they never think of resisting now, those strongholds. Swept from the 
land like chaff before the tornado by the invincible dreamer, they vanish 
while the dreamer dreams again of a vine-clad cottage and joys that 
have faded. 

Again they lead the grand charge, again they are men of blood and 
iron; again they camp where the rebel pickets stood, again — these 
tremulous victors who can scarce totter to their meals — again they 
march from Atlanta to the sea. 

Tramp — tramp — tramp — the old pensioners are marching. Forth 
from the Soldiers' Homes they come at the bugle note and move in 
shadowy parade over a dreamland route with their old comrades of the 
glorious past. 

And the naval veteran, '' soldier and sailor, too," who walks with a 
lurch and a rolling gait, with his stout, bared breast and his heart of oak, 
is a part of the grand parade. He never gave up the ship nor the quid 
in his cheek. He chews while he tramps and tramps while he chews. 
He is jolly Jack Tar who sailed the sea. He would fight for Uncle Sam. 

Line after line. Post after Post, company after company, the old 
soldiers pass between the masses of cheering people banked on either 
side. Here an empty sleeve speaks eloquently of the arm that has struck 
its last blow for holy cause. Here halts a hero with a wooden leg who 
knows that war is hell Whole companies seem to have passed through 
a baptism of flre. Yet those who suffered most would suffer more. 
The patriotism, the bravery, the sense of duty of the American soldier 
are the heritage of a race of heroes, unquenchable and steadfast. 

From the maimed and prematurely aged hero, the years, like 
a worn garment, fell away, and the poorest envied no king his 
crown. Beautiful maidens strewed his pathway with flowers and 
his country was proud to do him honor. 

But while the Nation smiled on him, she smiled through her 
tears. For as the living marched, 

" She saw a phantom army come. 
With never a sound of fife or drum, 
But keeping step to the muffled hum 
Of wailing and lamentation. 
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The martyred heroes of Malvern Hill, 
Of Gettysburg and Cbancellorsville — 
The men whose wasted bodies fill 

The patriot graves of the Nation. 
And there came her unknown dead — the men 
Who died In fever swamps and fen, 
The slowly starved in prison pen." 

To these the soul of the Nation sighed this tender welcome : — 

•* Come vi'ith yonr comrades, the returning brave; 
Should^'r to shoulder, they await yon here ; 
These lent the life their martyred brothers gave; 
Living and dead, alike are dear I " 

The sun was low in the western sky, when the last division 
dipped its colors to the reviewers and the great parade was history. 
Feature after feature comes crowding up for record, but we may 
speak of only a few. 

To name the illustrious Americans who formed this mighty 
train would be to compile the world's roll of honor. 

Perhaps the chief educational feature was the banner on which 
was inscribed : "Teach patriotism in the public schools.'' 

Capt Wallace Foster has carried this banner in many parades. 
It never fails to call out hearty applause. 

'• Very few Posts of the long line failed to applaud the patriotic 
youniTHters, who clad in red, white and blue capes and caps, formed the 
frreat Mliield which was over forty feet in hei.&:ht and fully as wide. 

'•A I the topmost portion of the frame-work which crossed Delaware 
avt'nue flt the intersection of Chippewa street, the body or field of the 
slneld made up of about three hundred boys clad in blue and Interspersed 
with iMrire while stars, was placed, and from the field the stripes of red 
and white exi ended down the incline towards the bottom of the stand. 

*• Alternate rows of .4:irls in red and white formed the stripes, and 
th ' mass of youth and color formed a magnificent picture of patriotism. 

"* Below the shield was a small band stand where Professor Mlschka, 
s iperiiirendent of mnsic of the public schools, presided, and above him 
wMs a siiiHller stand, where Charles Hager, also of the music department, 
stood and conducted the singing of the youngsters. 

•• There were ne.irly four thousand of the little ones on the grounds, 
for it. was considered unwise to ask the tots to sit for eight hours at a 
streich witliont a relief and enough were drilled to form two reliefs, the 
tlrst consignment sitting as the component parts of the Nation's banner 
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from 9 30 in the morning until about 12.30 in the afternoon, and the 
other division changing with them at that time and remaining in place 
until the last division of the parade had gone by and become a memory. 
*' Every child in the shield had beside the colored cape and cap a 
kerchief of the same color and as the veterans marched in front of the 
shield and with uncovered heads cheered the pretty picture and what it 
represented, the two thousand kerchiefs of red, white and blue were 
frantically waved in appreciation." — The Courier Record. 

Social and Business Programme of Encampment carried out 
in full. 

Monday, August 23. 
Opening of Women's Headquarters, 266 Delaware avenue, where all are 

invited. Reception to Commander-in-Chief at Music Hall at 8 p.m. 
Arrival of General Clarkson, 8 a.m Arrival of Gorernor Black. Arrival 

of President McKlnley. Opening of Camp Jewett, 4 o'clock p.m. 

Civic parade, 8 p.m. Reception to General Clarkson, 8 p.m. 

Tuesday, August 24. 

Women's Auxiliary Ex-prisoners of War Convention. Excursion on 
Lake Erie, on steamer City oj Buffalo. Reception by Women's 
Citizen's Committee to visiting women, at Music Hall, from 8 to 
10 p.m. Musicale at Women's Headquarters, 8 to 10 p m. 

Parade of Naval Veterans, Ex-Prisoners of War, Survivors of Erie 
County War Organizations, and Sons of Veterans, escorted by D 
Battalion, 9.30 a.m. G.A.R. Bicycle Road Race, open to veterans 
only, 1 30 p.m., from Tonawanda to Buffalo; followed by Profes- 
sional Racing at Athletic Field, at 2.30 p.m. Illuminated Bicycle 
Parade, 8 pm. Naval Veterans' Convention at Spiritual Temple, 
Jersey street and Prospect avenue, 2 p.m. Dog Watch, 8 p.m. 
Ex-Prisoners' Convention at German-American Hall, 3pm Camp- 
fire, 8 p.m. Reception by Grant Post 327 to W.R.C. of New York 
at Hotel Fillmore, 8 p.m. Reception to Delegates to all Women's 
National Organizations by the Women of Buffalo, Music Hall, 8 pm. 
Reunion Loyal Home Workers, Woman's Union Building, 2 p.m. 

Wednesday, August 25. 

Parade starting at 10 a.m. Reception by Mrs. Agnes Hitt, National 
President, W.R.C, Hotel Iroquois, 8 to 10 p.m. Reception by Mrs. 
E. C. Woodley, National President Army Nurses, at the Women's 
Union, Niagara Square, 4 to 6 p.m. Reception at Hotel Iroquois by 
Mrs. Catherine E. Hirst, National President of the Ladies of the 
G.A R., 7 to 11 P.M. 

Grand Parade of the Grand Army of the Republic at 10 am., preceded by 
Citizen's Committee at 9.45 a.m., from Terrace up Main to Chippewa, 
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to Delaware, to North, to Circle, where the marchers will be 
reviewed by General Clarkson, President McKinley and distin- 
guished gaests ; proceeding through Porter avenue to Prospect 
Park. Reception to President McKinley and distinguished guests, 
by citizens and visitors, at Music Hall, 8 p.m. 

Thursday, August 26. 

Reception by Mrs. K. B. Sherwood, National President of the Loyal 
Home Workers, at the Women's Headquarters, 8 to 10 p.m. Re- 
ception by the Committee of Daughters of Veterans of Buffalo to 
the National Organization of Daughters of Veterans, Women's 
Union, Niagara Square, 8 p.m. Reception by Mrs. Asa Bralnard, 
President of Hay ward -Porter Circle, at club room, Women's Union, 
Niagara Square, to local ladies of G.A.R. and visiting ladles of 
G.A.R., at 8 p.m. 

Opening of the Encampment of the G.A.R. Officers and delegates to be 
escorted from Hotel Iroquois to Music Hall at 9.30 a.m. Welcome 
addresses will be made by Governor Black, welcome to State of 
New York; Mayor Jewett, welcome to Buffalo; Gen. A. D. Shaw, 
welcome by Department of New York; and President Augustus F. 
Schen, welcome by Citizen's Committee, and appropriate responses 
will be made. Music will intersperse the speeches. At the close 
the secret business meeting will be held. All national organiza- 
tions will open their sessions at 10 a.m. Parade of the soldiers of 
the future — the schoolboys of Buffalo, 2 p.m. 

Friday, August 27. 

Reception by officers and chairman of Women's Citizens' Committee, at 
Women's Headquarters, 8 to 10 p m. 



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

To Commander-in-Chief Clarkson and his gallant staff, I am 
a grateful debtor. Comrade Clarkson has been indeed a tower 
of strength, eager to aid and swift to defend with burning elo- 
quence " the one and only auxiliary to the Grand Army of the 
Republic, the Woman's Relief Corps." His earnest sympathy 
and hearty co-operation has made light my past year's labor 
of love. 

To Past Department Commander Caylor and to Department 
Commander Dodge, both gallant sons of my own grand State, 
Indiana, I hereby return thanks for courtesies innumerable. 
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To the Daughters of the American Revolution, I am specially 
indebted for gracious personal favor. 

To Mrs. Fulton, chairman of the Ladies* Citizens* Com- 
mittee, I hereby record my grateful appreciation of the thought- 
fulness that bespoke the public-spirited and loyal woman. 

To the officers of all the patriotic organizations who met in 
Buffalo, I am under obligations for courtesies shown. Wor»ls 
have not been coined that would express my gratitude to ihe 
loyal women of our Order, and to my own Department in partic- 
ular for their unfailing support throughout my administration. 

To Mr. Heller of the American Flag Manufacturing Co., 1 
wish to return thanks for the magnificent banner he pre8ente<l to 
me and which I have now presented to the National W.R.C. 

To my staff and cabinet, 1 feel that words are feeble to 
convey my appreciation of their loving, loyal >ervices so gladly 
rendered at all times. 

And now, I must say farewell, with the prayer that 

'* While the stars in heaven shall burn, 
While the ocean tides return, 
Ever shall the circling sun 
Find the Many still are One." 
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General Orders. 



Headquarters Woman's Relief Corps, 
Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic 
St. Paul, Minn., Sept. 4, 1896 
General Orders, \ 
No. I. ; 



■} 



I. Having been elected National President of the Woman's Relief 
Corps, Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic, and with a full 
realization of the responsibilities of the position, I hereby assume the 
duties of the o/Bce. 

II. Headquarters are established at Room 40, When Building, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

AGNES HITT, 

National President. 



Headquarters Woman's Relief Corps, '\ 
Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic, j- 
Indianapolis, Ind., Oct. 2, 1896 J 
General Orders, \ 
No. 2. ( 

I The Fourteenth National Convention held in St. Paul, Minn., 
September 3 and 4, 1896, elected the following officers, except the Life 
Members of the Executive Board : — 

National President^ Agnes Hitt, Indianapolis, Ind. 
National Senior Vice-President^ Marie Hasbnwinklb, St. Paul, Minn. 
National Junior Vice-President, Amelia F. Colgan, Hampton, Va. 
National Chaplain, Alice M. A. Picklbr, Faulkton, S.D. 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD. 

Life Members : 

E. Florsnce Barker, Maiden, Mass. 
Annie Wittenmykr, Sanatoga, Pa. 
Sarah E. Fuller, Med ford, Mass. 

Elected Members : 

Helen R. Griffith, Mt Pleasant, Iowa. 
Sarah E. Milham, St. Paul, Minn. 
Abbie a. Adams, Superior, Neb. 
Mary A. Scott Myers, The Dalles, Ore. 
Mary E. Inman, Cherry field, Mass. 



MEMBERS NATIONAL W.R.C. HOME BOARD 

Annie Wittenmyer, Sanatoga, Penn. 
Pluma L. Cowles, Geneva, O. 
Charity Rusk Craig, Viroqua, Wis. 
Margaret Ray Wickins, Sabetha, Kan. 
Emma B. Lowd, Salem, Mass. 

II. The following appointments are announced : — 

National Secretary ^ Ida S. McBride. Indianapolis, Ind. 

National Inspector, Julia G. Sine, Chicago, III. 

National Counselor^ Lizabeth A. Turner, Boston, Mass. 

National Instituting and Installing Officer^ Sarah D. Winans, Troy, 0. 

National Chief of Staff, Melissa Caylor, Noblesville, Ind. 

III. These ofl9cers will be obeyed and respected accordingly. 

" ''IV. Special attention of Department Presidents is called to the 
following decision of . the Fourteenth National Convention : — '* That all 
reports and per capita tax from Corps, Departments and Detached Corps 
be made quarterly, and that no duplicate copies of Consolidated Quar- 
terly Reports, Forms E and F, be sent National Headquarters." 

3 j^ V. Quarterly reports will be due from Departments and Detached 
Corps by October 20, and should be accompanied by money orders, made 
payable to Isabelle T. Bagley, Zanesville, O., who has been re-elected 
National Treasurer. 

.^XP VI. For the information of Department Presidents and the Presi- 
dents of the Detached Corps, it is stated that the per capita tax, to be 
paid to the National from Departments, is three cents; and from Detached 
Corps five cents. 
Ifc^ The National password accompanies these orders." 
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At the Thirteenth National Encampment of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, the following comrade^ were elected to the offices designated 
below : — 

Commander-in- Chief: 

Thaddeus S. Clarkson, Omaha, Neb. 

Senior Vice- Commander-in- Chief: 

John H. Mullen, Wabasha, Minn. 

Junior Vice- Commander-in- Chief : 

Charles W. Buckley, Montgomery, Ala. 

Surg eon- General : 

Dr. a. E. Johnson, Washington, D.C. 

Chaplain-in- Chief : 

Rev. Mark B. Taylor, Canton, Mass. 



The Commander-in-Chief announces the following appointments : — 

Adjutant- General : 

Charles E. Burmester, Omaha, Neb. 

Quartermaster- General : 

Augustus J. Burbank, Chicago, IP. 

Inspector-General : 

Charles A. Suydam, Philadelphia, Penn. 

Judge Advocate-General : 

Albert Clarke, Wellesley Hills, Mass. 

Senior Aide-de-Camp and Chief-of Staff. 
J. Cory Winans, Troy, Ohio. 

These officers should be respected and honored by the Auxiliary of 
the Grand Army of the Republic, the Woman's Relief Corps. 

By command of 

AGNES HITT, 

National President, 



^J^/J^'A.'^ 



National Secretary,^ 
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Headquarters Woman's Relief Corps, ] 
Auxiliary to the Grand Army ok the Republic, v 
Indianapolis,* Ind., Oct 8, 1896. j 
General Orders, 1 
No. 8. f 

« 
The following decisions of the Fourteenth National Convention are 
hereby promulgated : — 



DECISIONS OF FOURTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION. 

1. That the fund known as the Jensie Wells Fund be transferred 
to the Andersonville Prison Fund. 

2. That all reports and per capita tax from Corps, Departments 
and Detached Corps be made quarterly, and that no duplicate copies of 
Consolidated Quarterly Reports, Forms E and F, be sent National head- 
quarters. 

3. That Corps in Departments exemplifying the ritualistic work 
shall have no other inspection for the current year and that the Depart- 
ment Inspector, or whoever is detailed to have charge at such exemplifi- 
cations, f* rward a report of the status of the Corps, to be embodied in 
the Department Inspector's Report. 

4. That whenever two Posts consolidate, the Corps which were 
their auxiliary may a'so consolidate, takinsr the name of the Post. That 
the Department furnish the Corps a new charter, X5har<?ing them only the 
price of engrossing. The names of the charter members of both Corps 
shall be on the new charter, the name of the oldest Corps taking pre- 
cedence. Under these names shall be written the word ♦* Consolidated,'* 
with the day of tlie month and the year. There shall be a notified meet- 
ing called of the members of both Corps for the election of officers to 
serve for the remainder of the year. 

6. That in case a Post disbands, the Corps that has been auxiliary 
to said Post may continue as a Corps, retaining their number and name, 
and they shall pay all dues and make all reports to Department Head- 
quarters. The Corps Relief Report, Form N, formerly made to the 
Post Commander, shall be made to the Department Commander. In all 
other respects they shall be subject to the same laws and under the same 
jurisdiction as if auxiliary to a Post. 

6. That when a Detached Corps disbands and the Post to which 
they were auxiliary also disbands, all money remaining in their posses- 
sion, after all bills are paid, shall be turned over to the National Head- 
quarters Relief Fund. 

7. That hereafter the National Secretary shall notify by postal 
card each Department Treasurer and Detnched Corps President of the 
receipt of their per capita tax at National Headquarters. 
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8. That an edition of Red Books be printed, after being revised to 
conform with the decisions of the N^itional Convention. ; 

9. That the vote of the Thirteenth National Convention making 
the Red Book a necessary part of the supplies in organizing Corps be 
rescinded. 

10. That all supplies for Departments and Corps use must be pro- 
cured from National Treasurer and this be added to Rules and Regula- 
tions, as Chapter XI., Article VIII., Section 16. 

.11. That Department Presidents notify all Corps in their Depart- 
ments, charging less than the regular initiation fee, viz., ^1.00, that 
hereafter they must comply with Rules and Regulations, Chapter II., 
Article II., Section 1. 

12. That the decision that ten rituals be furnished with charters 
for a Corps be amended to read, ** Except in cases where the Corps has 
fifteen members or less, and organized with reduced supplies, when 
there shall be but three rituals issued." The duties of the other officers 
shall be printed on cards corresponding in size and quality to the Ode 
cards, and the following set of supplies shall be issued to Departments 
for instituting a Corps with fifteen or less charter members : — 

One Charter (not engrossed). 

Three Rituals. 

One Service Book. 

Fifteen Rules. 

Five applications for membership. 

One Corps Treasurer's Bond. 

One Corps Requisition Book for Supplies. 

Ten Ode Cards. 

Seven Officers* Duty Cards. 

One Journal, Ledger, Cash and Roll of cheaper grade, but 

ruled and printed exactly like those now in use. 
One Receipt Book, One Order Book, regular grades. 
Fifteen Badges (Ten Officers and Five Membership). 

These supplies shall be boxed and marked, '* For organizing Corps 
of Fifteen Members or Less." and in no case shall these sets of supplies 
be broken or used except as herein stated, and when a Corps instituted 
with these supplies shall need additional books, they shall obtain the 
regular stock at the requisition price. The price for supplies for insti- 
tuting a Corps of fifteen members or less, shall be ten dollars to Corps 
and eight dollars to Departments. 

13. That in the next edition of Cash Books one-foarth the number 
of pages be printed for Relief Fund and bound In back of the book. 

14. That a narrow red, white and blue ribbon be tied in a small 
bow between the bar pin and the emblem of the Past Press Correspond- 
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ent's badge, the ribbon to be furnished by National Treasurer, through 
Department Treasurers, that it may be uniform. 

15. That all decisions passed by National Conventions that affect 
the laws of our Order shall be incorporated in the Bules and Regulations 
and Red Book. 

16. That the Woman's Relief Corps accept the Andersonville 
Prison property on the conditions that the Department of Georgia have 
made, viz., that we care for and Improve the property. 

17. That a stockade be built around that portion of the property 
used as a prison. 

18. That a Board of Managers" for the Andersonville Prison prop- 
erty be elected, one to serve for five years, one for four years, one for 
three years, one for two years and one for one year, and annually one 
each year to serve for five years, the same as the W.R.C. Home Board. 
The Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, the Na- 
tional President of the Woman's Relief Corps, and the Commander-in- 
Chief of the Sons of Veterans shall be members ex officio of the Board 
each year. 

19. That a Past National President may install officers in any 
Department so long as she remains in good standing in her Corps, no 
detail being necessary. In such cases the Department Secretary shall be 
duly notified. 

20. That the report of the National I. and I. Officer shall begin 
July 1, the same as all other National Officers, and blanks be made to 
conform to this decision. 

21. That the National I. and I. Officer [forward Form H, in^sealed 
envelopes. 

22. That a blank be formulated to be known as Consolidated Report 

of Department I. and I. Officer for the year ending which 

shall be forwarded by the National I. and I. Officer to the Department 
I. and I. Officer just previous to their Department Conventions. 

/ 23. That whenever changes are made in the Ritual, such changes 
shall be printed upon gummed slips, in width to correspond to the size 
of Ritual and issued by the National Treasurer until a new edition is 
printed, in sufficient quantities to each Department to^be pasted in every 
Ritual. 

24. That a blank be printed for the use of Corps Treasurers, on 
which they shall make their report at each regular meeting, and issued 
with other Corps supplies. 

25. That any present or Past Officer in good standing may install 
officers-elect in their Department, |no detail being necessary, and that 
Chapter II., Article VII., Section 3, be so amended. In such cases, the 
Department Secretary shall be duly notified. 
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26. That Past Officers having received an honorable discharge 
shall be entitled to all past honors, upon again becoming members of 
the Order, and that Chapter Y., Article XIV., Rules and Regulations, be 
so amended. 

27. That Chapter 11., Article VIII., Section 11, Rules and Regula- 
tions, be amended by inserting after the word ** quarterly " — ** and affix 
their signature thereto if approved." 

Further decisions and appointments will be announced in later 

General Orders. 

By command of 

AGNES HITT, 

National President. 



r/ja. /J^M^:^ 



National Secretary, 



Headquarters Woman's Relief Corps, 
Auxiliary to the Grand ARjdnr op the Repubuc^ 
indianapoiis, ind., nov. 20, 1896 
General Orders, 
No. 4. 



} 

I. The following additional decisions are hereby promulgated : 



28. That Department Chaplains in office on May 30 of each year 
shall receive and consolidate the Memorial Day reports of that year. 

29. That Departments not holding District Conventions or Exem- 
plifications, at which the Ritualistic work is exemplified, shall investigate 
the subject of holding such meetings, with a view of adopting them, if 
deemed advisable. 

30. That the duplicate report Form *» P " of Department Inspector, 
and the summary of inspection, formerly sent the National Inspector, be 
omitted. 

31. That the National Inspector's report shall be made for the 
year ending June 30, to conform with all other National Officers' reports. 
To accomplish this, the National Inspector shall forward the necessary 
blanks to each Department Headquarters, which shall be forwarded to 
each Corps by the Department Secretary, enclosed with the quarterly 
blanks (in order to save postage) for the quarter ending June 30. Corps 
Presidents shall return these blanks properly filled,;With the quarterly 
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reports to Department Secretary, who will forward the same to the 
Assistant National Inspector of the Department. The Assistant Na- 
tional Inspector shall consolidate these reports and forward the same to 
the National Inspector on or before July 30. The National Secretary 
shall forward the same blanks to Detached Corps enclosed with the 
quarterly blanks for the quarter ending June 80. Detached Corps Presi- 
dents shall return these blanks properly filled to the National Secretary, 
who shall forward them to the National Inspector on or before July 30. 

II. Decisions Nos. 10 and 27 in General Orders No. 3 are incorrect 
and are hereby recalled. 

Decision No. 10 should read, 'Hhat all supplies for Department 
and Corps use must be procured through Department Treasurers from 
National Treasurer and this be added to Hules and Regulations, Chapter 
II., Article VIII., Section 15. 

Decision No. 27, That Chapter II., Article VIII., Section 11, Rules 
and Regulations, be amended by inserting after the word *^ quarter" — 
** and affix their signatures thereto, if approved." 

Mary E. Inman, member of Executive Board, should be accredited 
to Maine, instead of Massachusetts, as incorrectly stated in General 
Orders No. 2. 

III. The following Board of Managers was elected by the Four- 
teenth National Convention : — 

BOARD OP MANAOBBS ANDERSON VILLB PRISON PROPERTY. 

Lizabeth A. Turner, Boston, Mass., Chairman. 
Annie Wittenmyer, Sanatoga, Pa. 
Emma R. Wallace, Chicago, III. 
Margaret R. Wickins, Evanston, 111. 
Charlotte J. Cumings, Tidioute, Pa. 

Ex Officio Members, 

T. S. Clarkson, Omaha, Neb., Commander-in-Chief G.A.R. 
Agnes Hitt, Indianapolis, Ind., National President W.R.C. 
J. L. Rake, Reading, Pa., Commander-in-Chief S. of V. 

V 

IV. The following committees are appointed : — 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OP WOMEN. 

Kate B. Sherwood, Ohio, Chairman, 
Lue Stuart Wadsworth, Mass. 
H Lizzie Foster, N.H. 
Louise Barnum Robbius, Mich. 
Helen F. Bristol. 111. 
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PATRIOTIC TBACmNO. 

Flo Jamison Miller, 111. 

Isabelle Worrell Ball, Washington, D.C. 

Calista R. Jones, Vermont. 

Sarah C. Borland, Cal. 

Eunice H. Quick, Minn. 

Eliza J. Crisler, Indiana. 

Alida Rule, Tenn. 

V. The following appointments are announced : — 

NATIONAL PRESS CORRESPONDENT, 

Mary D. Travis, Crawfordsville, Ind. 



Francena S. Austin, 
Hannah Felker, 



NATIONAL AIDES. 
CALIFORNIA LSD NEVADA. 



Los Angeles, Cal. 
Santa Cruz, Cal. 



Lizzie D. Waterman, 
Harriet I. Culver, 



Berkeley, Cal. 
New Castle, Cal. 



Anna D. Holliday, 
Sadie M. Fisher, 



COLORADO AND WYOMING. 

Laramie, Wyo. I Fannie D. Hardin, 
Cheyenne, Wyo. I 



Denver, Col. 



Minnie A. Dewey, Mystic. 

Cordelia A. Blakeman, Shelton. 



CONNECTICUT. 

I Hannah E. Barker, 



IDAHO. 

Helen M. McPherson, CoBur D*Alene. I Adah Merritt, 
Louise Barton, Moscow. I 



ILLINOIS. 



Sabrina Coflfenberry, Chicago. 
Florence O. McClelland, Chicago. 
Mary E. Tan Alstyne, Bockford. 



Martha K. Baxter, 
Mattie I. Jamison, 



Torrington. 



Salmon City. 



Springfield. 
Monticello. 



INDIANA. 



Sallie C. HaskeU, 
Augusta W. Paver, 
Jennie Miller, 
Belle W. Ephlin, 
Alice Craig, 
Mina Alley, 
Kate Myers, 
Rebecca Sulgrove, 
Nettie Bamett, 
Martha ThAyer, 



Indianapolis. 

Indianapolis. 

Indianapolis. 

Tangier. 

W. Indianapolis. 

Indianapolis. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

Indianapolis. 

Greenfield. 

Indianapolis. 



Eliza J. Crisler, 
Mary M. Alexander, 
Jennie Peddicord, 
Kate stormont, 
Maria L. Schlater, 
Thesta Alice Ross, 
Minnie Brown, 
Gertrude L. Mitchell, 
Louisa Shepherd, 



Greensburg. 

Bedford. 

Indianapolis. 

Princeton. 

Logansport. 

Indianapolis. 

Wabash. 

New Castle. 

Indianapolis. 



Clara Davis, 

Lizzie S. Hutchinson, 



Missouri Valley. 
Lake City. 



Althea O. Conable, 
Ella K. Dinwiddle, 



Clinton. 
Cedar Falls. 
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Mattie Fair, 



KANSAS. 
Mankato. | Gratia L. McClaren, Jola. 



KENTUCKY. 
Belle Ross Ludwig, Covington. | Rosa Harper, Louisyille. 

LOUISIANA AND BHSSISSIPPL 
Laura Ramage, Jennings, La. | Mary B. Williams, New Orleans, La. 



Helen M. Nealy, Monroe. 

Maud L. Merrick, Waterville. 



MAINE. 

I Nellie M. Carleton, Winthrop. 



MARYLAND. 
Mary H. Cadden, Baltimore. I Eliza F. P. Fray, 



Baltimore. 



MASSACHUSETTS. 



Augusta A. Wales, Dorchester. 

Emily L. W. Waterman, Boston. 



Ann Wilcox, Milford. 

Mary T. Clement, Merrimac. 



MICHIGAN. 
Mina D. Kinsey,' Saginaw. | Sarah A. Wiley, 

MINNESOTA. 

Elizabeth A. Perry, Sauk Center. I Florence MorriB, 
Madeline Holiday, Dodge Center. I Katie Keen, 

MISSOURI. 
Hattie B. Knollenberg, St. Louis. | Adah G. Briggs, 



Owasso. 



Litchfield. 
Minneapolis. 



Joplln. 



Cora L. Jolly, 



MONTANA. 
Butte. I Emma C. Dickinson, Missoula. 



NEBRASKA. 
Gertrude Horr Connell, Grand Island. | Olive Ballard, Diller. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Minnie A. Dana, Manchester. | Flora A. Hansen, Amherst. 

NEW JERSEY. 
Rosa B. Case, Flemington. | Addle M. Hill, Trenton. 

NEW YORK. 



EUen M. Putnam, Buffalo. 

Carrie R. Page, Rochester. 



Mary E. Mitchell, Yonkers. 

Annie Werneck, New York. 



NORTH DAKOTA. 
Elizabeth White, Jamestown. | Kate Black, 

OHIO. 



VaUey City. 



Katherina G. Baynor, Toledo. 
Jennie S. Wright, Dayton. 



Mary S. Johnston, YoungstowUt 

Jennette Mann, Ashland. 



Lou Blair, 



OKLAHOMA. 
Oklahoma City. | Sara Sutherland, El Reus. 
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Fannie F. Cochran, 



Maggie J. Harris, 
Elizabeth W. Ewing, 



Elizabeth C. Montis, 
Isabella Morrison, 
Anne M. Nelson, 
Josephine C. Zeigler,J 
Emma|Kline, 
Delia M. Needham, 
Mary E. Smith, 

Helen M. Laralley, 
Bell S. Hanover, 



ORKGON. 
Oregon City. | Jennie E. Stanton, 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia. I Lizzie Carpenter, 
Fhoenixyille. ' 

POTOMAC. 
Washington. | Mary A. North, 

RHODE ISLAND. 
Auburn. | E. Addie Wood, 

SOUTH DAKOTA. 
Arling^n. | Hannah L. Carlisle, 

TENNESSEE. 
KnoxYille. | Bachel S. Marshall, 

TEXAS. 

San Antonio. | Lavantia Conger, 

VERMONT. 
Rutland. | France D. Ormsbee, 

WASHINGTON AND ALASKA. 

Tacoma, Wash. ; Mary A. Calvert, 

WEST VIRGINIA. ' 
Centre City. | Sarah F. Blundon, 

WISCONSIN. 
Merrill. | Cora M. Steele, 



Roseburg. 
Lock Haven. 

Anacosta, D.C. 

Hope Valley. 

Deadwood. 

Chattanooga. 

Waco. 

Brandon. 



New Wliatcom, 
Wash. 



Charleston. 



Menomonie. 



Aides will procure badges through their Corps Treasurers and report 
to headquarters at ouce their acceptance of the honor conferred. 

VI. Revised Rules and Regulations are now in the hands of the 
National Treasurer. Corps are urged to supply themselves at once so 
that they may become familiar with the latest governing laws of the 
Order. 

VII. Report of Treasurer Form W is now ready and can be 
obtained from the National Treasurer. This blank will greatly assist 
Corps Treasurers and should be ordered at as early a date as possible. 
Price, fifty cents per hundred to Departments, one cent each to Corps. 

VIII. Special attention of Department Presidents is called to the 
fact that the sets of supplies for organizing Corps of fifteen members or 
less are now ready. It Is expected that the object for which these sup- 
plies were created will be carried out and many members added to the 
Order. 
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IX. There are in the hands of the National Treasurer recognition 
charms like the recognition pins which are made of both solid and rolled 
gold, the former selling at $2.50, the latter at 81.00, to Corps. 

X. Department Presidents will forward to Emma B. Lowd, mem- 
ber W.R.C. Home Board, Salem, Mass., statement of cases coming to 
them where husbands in Soldiers' Uomes refuse to give portion of pen- 
sion to wives. 

XI. Clare H. Burleigh, Superintendent of the National W.R.C. 
Home, in her report to the chairman of the Home Board, says : *' The 
Christmas Tree at the Home was a unique and memorable affair. The 
beauty of decoration, the pathetic tones of the carols sung by the family, 
the quality and quantity of the gifts, the smiles, tears, words of grati- 
tude and benedictions showered upon the generous benefactors cannot 
be described." Twice blessed were the gifts bestowed. '* It blesses 
him who gives and him who takes " was truly verified by this beautiful 
pen picture that has been drawn for us. Let us remember that Christ- 
mas will soon be here and that we should make every eflbrt in our power 
to contribute to the comfort and happiness of these dear old ladies whose 
last days have been given as a holy trust into our keeping. 

XII. The members of the Order who desire to make donations to 
the National W.R.C. Home are earnestly urged to remember that books 
and magazines are greatly needed and especially enjoyed by the inmates. 
All gifts, whether books or articles of use, should be forwarded to Clare 
H. Burleigh, Superintendent, Madison, Ohio. All donations of m<»ney 
must, be sent through the proper channels to the National Treasurer, 
Isabelle T. Bagley, Zanesville, Ohio, at once. 

XIII.' The following recommendation was adopted by the National 
Convention: "that a fee of five cents a member be asked from the 
Woman's Relief Corps to be raised by such methods as they may think 
best " for the benefit of the Andersonville Prison Fund. 



The National President extends to the Department of South Dakota 
the earnest sympathy of the Woman's Relief Corps in the loss, by death, 
of their Department Treasurer, Sophronia M. Lucas, and to Pluma L. 
Cowles, Secretary of the National W.R.C. Home Board, and Marion 
Sutton, Department Secretary of Colorado and Wyoming, in the loss of 
loved ones from their home circles. 



<^j^ /J^y^^:^. 



By command of 

AGNES HITT, 

National President. 



National Secretary. 
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Headquarters Woman's Relief Corps,' 

AlTXILIART TO THE GraND ArMY OF THE REPUBLIC, 

Indianapolis, Ind., Dec. 6, 1896. 



General Orders, 
No. 6. 



} 



"Gk>d'8 finger touched her and she slept." 

^re. Sarab C ^inft, 

Past National President of the Woman's Relief Corps, 

after a long and severe illness, peacefully, sweetly closed her eyes in the 
sleep that knows no waking, and passed to the rest beyond, Thursday 
morning last, December third. A devoted wife, a loyal friend and wise 
counselor, wherever duty called her she made for herself a record 
worthy of emulation, from which we may gather much that will brighten 
as the years go by. 

To the soldier husband, who is left quite alone, the Woman's 
Relief Corps tender their most loving sympathy. 

At the request of the National President the Order was represented 
by Mrs. Lizabeth A. Turner, National Counselor, who attended the 
funeral services at Watertown, N.Y., bearing a floral tribute to our 
honored dead. 

Gratefully remembering what she accomplished for the Woman's 
Relief Corps, let all Charters be draped for thirty days after this Order 

is received. 

By command of 

AGNES HITT, 

National President, 



^j^/J^^.^'^ 



National /Secretary, 
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JTFTEKNTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



heaimiuartbrs woman's rstjef corps, 
Auxiliary to the Grand Armt of the Republic, 
iNpiANAPOUS, IND., Jan. 8, 1897 
General Orders, ) 
No. 6. J 

I. The following appointments are hereby announced : 



;} 



ASSISTANT NATIONAL INSPECTORS. 



California and Neyada, 

Colorado and Wyoming, 

Connecticut, 

Idaho, 

Illinois, 

Indiana, 

Iowa, 

Kansas, 

Kentucky, 

Louisiana and Mississippi, 

Maine, 

Maryland, 

Massachusetts, 

Michigan, 

Minnesota, 

Missouri, 

Montana, 

Nebraska, 

New Hampshire, 

New Jersey, 

New York, 

North Dakota, 

Ohio, 

Oklahoma, 

Oregon, 

Pennsylvania, 

Potomac, 

Rhode Island, 

South Dakota, 

Tennessee, 

Texas, 

Vermont, 

West Virginia, 

Wisconsin, 



Fannie B. Mathei^s, 
Jennie Dunnington, 
Hattie C. E. Adams, 
Clara La Rock, 
Emily R. McCullough, 
Anna Larsh, 
Nettie 8. Chapin, 
Mrs. Rhodes, 
Mary Lyle Reynolds, 
Mamie E. Talley, 
OnriUa Ames Whitcomb, 
Mary E. Free, 
Janette C. Babbitt, 
Anna S. Grabill, 
Sarah S. Evans, 
Elma Campbell, 
Mary A. Wright, 
Blanche Maust, 
Maria A. Hamblett, 
Jennie D. Smith, 
E. Augusta Lonce, 
Josephine Folsom, 
Lizzie D. Streator, 
Mattie M. Huntsberger, 
Mary E. McBride, 
Elizabeth Reese, 
R. Agnes Thorton, 
Maria A. Wilson, 
Emma Sterling, 
Cynth L. Seaman, 
Jennie I. Rue, 
Olive F. Puffer, 
Amanda L. Fleming, 
Marion F. McKay, 



San Francisco. 

Colorado Springs. 

New Haven. 

Vancouver. 

G-alesbui^. 

Richmond. 

Marshalitown. 

Colony. 

Covington. 

New Orleans. 

Searsport. 

Clayton. 

Worcester. 

Greenville. 

St. Paul. 

Wilson. 

South Butte. 

FaUs City. 

Milford. 

Plainfield. 

Rochester. 

Fargo. 

Fountain Park. 

Hennessey. 

Oregon City. 

Johnstown. 

Washington, D.C. 

Providence. 

Redfield. 

Knoxville. 

Houston. 

Bennington. 

Fairmont. 

Chippewa Falls. 



NATIONAL AIDES. 

May L. Jones, San Diego, California. 
Helen Sherman, Chicago, Illinois. 
Frelove W. Elam, Valparaiso, Indiana. 
Kate A. Johnson, Liberty, Indiana. 
Alice Waugh, Tipton, Indiana. 
Belle Bristow, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Mattie E. Beidler, Waterloo, Indiana. 
Samantha West Miller, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Bessie Burns, South Bend, Indiana. 
Mary J. McFarland, Lawrence, Elansas. 
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Julia L. Death, Blue Rapids, Kansas. 

Helen S. Mason, Wichita, Kansas, 

Kate Johnson, Baltimore, Maryland. 

Helen A. Brigham, Hyde Park, Massachusetts. 

Ella Hodson, Bozeman, Montana. 

Kate £. Putnam, Berea, Kentucky. 

Hannah U. Maxon, Gallipolis, Ohio. 

Mary A. Duguanne, Hoboken, Pennsylvania. ^ 

Mary H. A. Lyon, Susquehanna, Pennsylvania. 

Annie E. Johnson, Washington, D.C 

Maria E. Leeds, Grafton, West Virginia. 

Francis M. Jones, Tallapoosa, Georgia. 

Katie M. Russell, Richmond, Virginia. 

Mary E. Boiling, Hampton, Virginia. 

II. These officers will be respected and obeyed accordingly. 

III. Assistant National Inspectors and National Aides will report 
to these Headquarters promptly if they find it impossible to serve. 
Badges for these officers will be procured from Corps Treasurers. 

IV. Department Presidents will forward Circulars from the 
Chairman of the Board of Managers Anderson ville Prison Property to 
the Corps in their respective Departments wltli these General Orders. 
It is hoped that the Corps will respond liberally to this most worthy 
cause. 

V. The Revised Ritual and Red Book will soon be In the hands of 
the National Treasurer. Corps should procure one copy, at least, of 
revised Ritual In order that the ritualistic work may be uniform through- 
out the entire organization. The Red Book having been most carefully 
revised Corps will be greatly benefited by procuring a copy. 

VI. Department Treasurers would materially relieve the very 
arduous duties of the National Treasurer by making their orders larger 
and less frequent. Requisitions for supplies should be based on the 
** Abstract of Supplies issued by the National Treasurer," in the *' Report 
of National Treasurer" in the Journal of the Fourteenth National 
Convention. ^ 

YII. The attention of Department Presidents is called to Rules 
and Regulations, page 32, which says : All official Orders Issued by Corps 
or Departments will follow In style and size those issued from National 
Headquarters. 

VIII. Department Inspectors will forward Consolidated Report, 
Form P, to National Inspector not later than March 1, 1897. 

IX. The National President extends to General Clarkson, Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, the thanks of the 
Woman's Relief Corps for the kindly Interest he has shown the Order in 
his General Orders, No. 4, in which he says : 

*' III. The Commander-in-Chief desires to commend to the kindly 
offices and co-operation of the comrades the loyal, patriotic and self- 
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sacriflciDg work of our great auxiliary society, the Woman's Belief 
Corps. 

'* This body of devoted women has expended in relief work for our 
organization $1,371,832.63, and they have, by their aid in Post work and 
in watching over the sick and needy, endeared themselves to us. 

" Eve?y^ost should have a Relief Corps attached to it." 



The sympathy of the Woman's Relief Corps is extended to 
E. Florence Barker of Massachusetts, first National President of the 
Order, in the loss sustained by her in the death of her husband, Col. 
Thomas E. Barker. Colonel Barker was a firm friend of the Woman's 
Relief Corps, being the first man to suggest the formation of the Order. 
He was a gallant soldier, an honored citizen and a Christian gentleman. 



r/A 



By command of 

AGNES HITT, 
, National FresidenU 

National Secretary, 



Vi 



Headquarters Woman's Relief Corps, 

Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic 

Indianapolis, Ind., April 14, 1897 

General Orders, \ 

No. 7. / 

Swiftly our brave battalions are marching over the border-land 
and into the shadows gray. Since last Memorial Day the kindly mother 
we call " Death " has folded her mantle about more than seven thousand 
of those who were then with us. Battle-scarred and weary, they have 
bivouacked in her arms. Icy fingers touched forest and field, and the 
shadow of death came over them. 

A sorrowing nation shall silently weep, 

And Spring's fairest flowers, in gratitude, strew. 

But glory immortal is waiting them now. 
And chaplets unfading shall bind every brow. 

The spring-time calls, and, lo ! out of the seeming death comes life. 
Nature smiles, while swelling buds and opening flowers prophesy to us 
of a springtime call that will awaken our loved ones. Memorial Day 
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speaks to us more and more of the unseen realities of wbich its beauti- 
ful forms and ceremonies are merely symbols. Gather the children 
about you and breathe Its spirits into their hearts. Teach them the 
grandeur symbolized by the Old Flag. 

Its stripes of red, eternal dyed with heart -streams of all lands, 
Its white, the snow-capped hills that hide in storm their upraised hands ; 
Its hlue, the ocean waves that beat 'round freedom's circled shore ; 
Its stars, the print of angel's feet that burn for evermore. 

Make them worthy to be its guardians and heirs to the glory for 
which it stands. Give loving remembrance to those who sleep in un- 
known graves, and to the true-hearted women who ministered to the 
sick and distressed. And, withal, give kindly thought to those of our 
own number who have been called from their labors of love and mercy. 

As has been the custom, Corps are requested to unite with Posts 
in attending divine worship on the Sunday preceding Memorial Day. 

Contributions for the decoration of graves in Southern cemeteries 
should be forwarded at once through Department Treasurers to National 
Treasurer. 

Department Chaplains will forward Memorial Day reports to Na- 
tional Chaplain, Alice M. A. Pickler, Faulkton, S.D., not later than 
June 20. 

By command of 

AGNES HITT, 

National President, 



c^y.^^;^^ 



;} 



National Secretary. 



Headquarters Woman's Relief Corps, 
Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic 
Indianapolis, Ind., May 17, 1897 
General Orders, 1 

No. 8. ; 

I. The Fifteenth National Convention will meet in the city of 
Buffalo, N.Y., the last week in August. Full particulars will be issued 
later. 

II. Attention is called to the *' Information Circular," issued by 
the Citizens* Committee of Buffalo, which will be issued in bulk to De- 
partments to be forwarded to Corps. 

III. Members desiring information should address Mrs. Robert 
Fulton, 212 Ellicott Square, Buffalo, N.Y., who is Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Entertainment. 
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IV. As the National Convention will meet mach earlier than in 
former years. National officers, except Treasurer and Counselor, wiU 
forward their reports to the National Secretary not later than July 20. 
All resolutions and appeals to be presented to the Fifteenth National 
Convention must be in the hands of the National Secretary by July 31. 

V. In order that the provisions of Decision No. 31, of the Four- 
teenth National Convention, may be carried into effect, the National 
Inspector will forward blanks to Departments which will be forwarded 
to each Corps by the Department Secretary, enclosed with quarterly 
report blanks for the quarter ending June 30. Corps Presidents wiU 
return these blanks properly filled, with the quarterly reports to Depart- 
ment Secretary, who will forward the same to the Assistant National 
Inspector of the Department to be consolidated and forwarded to the 
National Inspector on or before July 16, instead of July 30, because of 
Convention being held earlier than has been the custom. 

VI. Corps and Department Presidents must forward their quar- 
terly reports to Department and National Secretaries promptly, to 
avoid being reported delinquent to National Convention. 

VII. Departments and Detached Corps will pay all indebtedness 
to National Treasurer by July 16, and all accounts against the ]^ationaI 
Treasury must be presented by the same date.]; 

B VIII. Gummed slips can now be obtained from National Treas- 
urer. Depariment Treasurers are reminded that these slips are for the 
1896 edition of the Ritual only. 

IX. Revised i^ Red Books, Rituals and ' Specimen" Sheets — Cash 
Book and Ledger — are now in stock in the National Treasurer's office. 

X. Corps ""are reminded [that only personal 'contributions to the 
Andersoniille Prison Property Fund should be sent direct to the National 
Treasurer. All donations from Corps for that purpose must be sent to 
Department Treasurers to be forwarded to National Treasurer." 

XI.' It should be borne in mind that Form W is issued in the same 
manner as all other supplies by Department Treasurers to Corps and 
National Treasurer, to Departments and Detached^ Corps upon requi- 
sition. 

XII. Department Treasurers and Treasurers^' of | Detached Corps 
will make all money orders and drafts payable to Isabelle T. Bagley, 
National Treasurer, Zanesville, Ohio, instead of, to;ida[S. McBride, 
National Secretary, Indianapolis, Ind. | 

XIII. The following additional appointments are announced : — 

ASSISTANT NATIONAL INSPECTORS. 

Massachusetts, [Sarah A. Towle, Worcester, .instead of Jeanette C. Babbitt, 
resigned. 

Idaho, Margaret Mack, Boise^City. 
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NATIONAL AIDES. 

Florence S. Babbitt, Ypsilanti, Michigan. 
Harriet Shirrell, Buffalo, New York. 
Sarah Orr, Buffalo, New York. 
Nellie C. Mellick, Buffalo, New York. 
Susan E. Atkins, Buffalo, New York. 
Deborah Prowett, Buffalo, New York. 
Annice Davidson, Buffalo, New York. 
Josephine Turner, Buffalo, New York. 
Maria 6. Miles, Kearney, Nebraska. 
Anna Boyd, Hastings, Nebraska. 
Emily Dickinson, Plattsmouth, Nebraska. 
Mary A. Sims, Frankfort, Indiana. 
Euretta J. Poison, Frankfort, Indiana. 
Agnes Sherfy, Indianapolis, Indiana. 

These officers will be respected and obeyed accordingly,' and will 
procure the badge of office through their Corps Treasurer. 

XIV. The following corrections are made : — 

Assistant National Inspector, Clara La Rock, should be accredited 
to Vancouver, Washington, instead of Idaho. Mrs. Kate E. Myers, 
National Aide, Lexington, instead of Frankfort, Ky. The name of 
Augusta Louce in General Orders No. 6, should read E. Augusta 
Louer. The name of Elma Campbell, Wilson, Mo., in the same Orders, 
should be Elma Campbell Wilson, Warrensburg, Mo. 

By command of 

AGNES HITT, 

National Fresident, 



^j^/J^>^^U. 



National Secretary. 



;i 



Headquarters Woman's Relief Corps, 

Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic 

Indianapolis, Ind., July 15, 1897 

General Orders, \ 

No. 9. / 

I. The Fifteenth National Convention of the Woman's Relief Corps 
will be held in the city of Buffalo, N. Y. Convention will open Thursday, 
August 26, at 10 a.m., in Music Hall, corner of Main and Edwards 
streets, in the room known as the First Baptist Church. All voting 
members are urged to be present during the entire session. 

II. National Headquarters will be established at Hotel Iroquois, 
Ladies' Parlor, Monday morning, August 23. All members of the Grand 
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Army of the Republic, Sons of Veterans, and friends will be cordially 
welcomed. 

Reception Committee, Tuesday and Wednesday, August 24 and 26 : 

Ellen M. Putnam, Buffalo, New York. 
Emilie L. W. Waterman, Boston, Mass. 
Hannah U. Maxon, Galllpolis, Ohio. 
Maggie A. Rust, Houston, Texas. 
Belle M. Satterly, St. Louis, Missouri. 
Florence S. Babbitt. Ypsilanti, Michigan. 
Rosa C. Case, Flemlugton, New Jersey. 
Elizabeth A. Perry, Sauk Center, Minnesota. 

III. A reception will be tendered Commander-in-Chief Thaddeus S. 
Clarkson and staff by the Woman's Relief Corps at Hotel Iroquois, on 
the evening of Wednesday, August 26, at 8 p.m. Invitations will be for- 
warded to Departments of the Grand Army of the Republic, Woman's 
Relief Corps and Sons of Veterans ; and all members of these organiza- 
tions, with their friends, will be welcome. 

IV. The National Secretary will forward credential cards to all 
National officers. Past National officers will receive their credentials 
from their respective Departments. 

V. All delegations must be filled before leaving the boundaries of 
their respective States. Delegates and alternates who are unable to 
attend the National Convention should immediately notify their Depart- 
ment Secretaries, so the vacancies may be filled. 

VI. Delegates and members desiring admission to Convention 
must procure the National password from their Corps Presidents. 

VII. The National Secretary or some member of the Credential 
Committee will be at National Headquarters, Tuesday and Wednesday, 
to receive credential cards. Department Presidents will report promptly 
to this committee. 

VIII. Corps Presidents will forward the names of army nurses, 
who have died during the year, to Department Secretaries, who will for- 
ward them to Pluma L. Cowles, Secretary National W.R.C. Home Board, 
Geneva, O. 

IX. All unpaid bills belonging to this administration must be 
forwarded to these Headquarters not later than August 1. 

X. The books of the National Treasurer will be closed August 14, 
and no orders for supplies will be filled from that date until after the 
National Convention. 

XI. The Auditing Committee will meet at National Headquarters 
at 10 A.M., Tuesday, August 24, to audit the books of National Treasurer 
and Secretary. 
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XII. There will be a meeting of the National Conncll at National 
Headquarters, Tnesday, August 24, at 4 p.m. 

XIII. The jaoard of Directors of the National W.R.C. Home will 
meet at National Headquarters, Tuesday, August 24, at 2 p.m. 

XIV. The Board of Directors of Andersonvllle Prison property 
will meet at National Headquarters, Wednesday, August 25, at 8 a.m. 

XV. Mary D. Travis having resigned as National Press Corre- 
spondent, Samantha West Miller of Indianapolis has been appointed. 

XVI. APPOINTMENTS. 

Credential Committee. — Ida S. McBrlde, National Secretary, 
Chairman, Indianapolis; Jennie Bross, Illinois; Frelove W. Elam, 
Indiana; Alida Rule, Tennessee; Sarah £. Fulton, New York. 

Chief Conductor. — Lue Stuart Wadsworth, Massachusetts. 

Assistant Conductors. — Katherine G. Raynor, Ohio; Elizabeth 
Vail, New York; Carrie T. Alexander, Illinois; Julia E. Dockery, 
Missouri ; Jennie Miller, Indiana ; Vera Conger, Texas ; Katie Bussell, 
Virginia. 

Chief Guard : Imogene L. Gnlon, New York. 

Assistant Guards : Mary F. Noxon, Connecticut Jessie Goodman, 
Kansas ; Nellie M. Carlton, Maine ; Thyetta M. Gilson, Illinois ; Gertrude 
L. Mitchell, Indiana; Clara Davis, Iowa; Isabella Morrison, Rhode 
Island. 

Press Committee : Samantha West MlUer, Chairman, Indianapolis, 
Hollen B. Day, Missouri; Mary A. North, Anacostia, D.C. ; Isabella 
WorreU Ball, Washington, D.C; Althea O. Conable, CUnton, Iowa; 
Fannie E. White, Urbana, Ohio. 

The official route of the National officers will be via the ^*Blg 
Four " to Cleveland, thence over the Lake Shore Railroad to Bufifalo, 
leaving Indianapolis, August 22, at 6.25 p.m. 

In closing this, the last Greneral Orders of this administration, the 
National President wishes to express her appreciation of the many cour- 
tesies received from the Commander-in-Chief and the Adjutant-CJeneral 
of the Grand Army of the Republic. The kindness and loyalty of the 
members of our Order has been most gratefully appreciated and will 
shine with undiminished lustre as the years go on. 

By command of 

AGNES HITT, 
National President. 



-zfA 



oCO 



National Secretary, 
26 
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9,1 
7. J 



Hbadquartbrs Woman's Relief Corps,] 
Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic, 
Indianapolis, Ind., July 15, 1897. 
General Orders, ) 
No. 10. / 

^^When I first saw her she was helping somebody; when I last 
saw her she was helping somebody." 

Again the dread destroyer, Death, has entered our ranks and it is 
with sorrow we announce that Marie Hasenwinkle, National Senior Vice- 
President, passed ** over the river," Sunday morning, July 11, 1897. 

No more fitting tribute can be made, nor one more fully expressing 
her own life, than the closing words of her address to her Department 
Convention : — 

**And we only ask 

If there are homes our presence has brightened, 

Sorrowful ones we have bidden rejoice ; 
If there are burdens our hands have lightened, 

Hearts that have cheered at the sound of our voice ; 
This is a retrospect angels might covet, 

Soothing earth's sorrows, drying its tears ; 
Glorious recompense I Naught ranks above it. 

Growing more blessed as sunset appears. 

**The sunset of this year has begun and we must now utter our 
farewell." 

To the husband and family the Woman's Relief Corps tenders its 
sincerest sympathy. 

In loving remembrance let all charters be draped for thirty days 
after this Order is received. 

By command of 

AGNES HITT, 
^ National President. 



-^J^/J^M^'^ 



National Secretary, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE woman's relief CORPS. 403 



Headquarters Woman's Relief Corps, ] 
Auxiliary to the Grand Army op the Republic, > 
Indianapolis, Ind., Aug. 6^ 1897. j 
General Orders, ) 
No. II. / 

It is hereby annoanced that Nettie M. Norton, Minneapolis, Minn., 
has been elected National Senior Vice-President of the Woman's Relief 
Corps, to fill the unexpired term of Marie Hasenwinkle, whose death we 
have so recently been called upon to mourn. 

Mrs. Norton will be respected and obeyed accordingly. 

By command of 

AGNES HITT, 

National PresidenU 



r/J^/J^M^'^ 



National Secretary. 






Headquarters Woman's Relief Corps, ' 
Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic, 
Indianapolis, Ind., April 14, 1897. 
Circular Letter, \ 
No 1. / 

An error having been discovered in Section XI., Article VIII., 
Chapter II., Rules and Regulations, it is deemed best to at once make 
the correction. It should read : *' The Auditing Committee shall examine 
the books and accounts of the Treasurer and other ofllcers quarterly, 
AND affix their SIGNATURE THERETO, if approved; read Treasurer's 
quarterly report at the first regular meeting of each quarter and perform 
such other duties as may be required of them by the Corps. A single 
member of the committee has not the right to audit the books ; a majority 
is necessary." 

It will be noticed that the Rules and Regulations instruct the 
Auditing Committee to sign the quarterly reports of the Treasurer and 
Secretary; instead, it should instruct the committee to sign the books 
of the Treasurer and Secretary, as the above will show. 

This correction will be made in the next edition of the Rules and 
Regulations. 

Yours in F., C. and L., 

AGNES HITT, 
^ >• y X /^ * National President, 

National Secretary, 
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Hbadquabters Woman's Relief Corps, "j 

Auxiliary to the Grand Armt of the Republic, J- 

Indianapolis, Ind., June 21, 1897. j 

Circular Letter, ) 
No. 2. / 

Commander and Comrades : Your attention is called to the follow- 
ing resolutions : — 

** Besolved, That we approve of the project of organizing a National 
Woman's Relief Corps. 

^''Resolved, That such Woman's Relief Corps may use, under such 
title, the words * Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic' " 

Unanimously adopted by the Fifteenth National Encampment, 1881. 

'' Besolved, That we cordially hail the organization of a National 
Woman's Relief Corps, and extend our greeting to them. We return our 
warmest thanks to the loyal women of the land for their earnest support 
and encouragement, and bid them Godspeed in their patriotic work." 

Unanimously adopted by National Encampment, G.A.R , 1883. 

The Thirtieth National Encampment adopted the report of the 
committee ** appointed to take into consideration the consolidation of 
the various woman's organizations connected in any way with the 
Grand Army of the Republic " in the following language : '* While we do 
not desire to compel, we strongly urge that all should come under the 
banner of the Woman's Relief Corps; and the Grand Army of the 
Republic and their faithful auxiliary move forward in their great 
charitable work for the relief of our suffering comrades and those 
dependent upon them." 

Having thus been endorsed by the Grand Army of the Republic, it 
is deemed fitting to place before you the objects and work accomplished 
by the auxiliary of the Grand Army of the Republic — the Woman's 
Relief Corps. 



Section 1. To specially aid and assist the Grand Army of the 
Republic, and to perpetuate the memory of their heroic dead 

Sect. 2. To assist such Union veterans as need our help and pro- 
tection, and to extend needful aid to their widows and orphans. To 
find them homes and employment, and assure them of sympathy and 
friends. To cherish and emulate the deeds of our army nurses, and of 
all loyal women who. rendered loving service to our country in her hour 
of peril. 

Sect. 3. To maintain true allegiance to the United States of 
America ; to inculcate lessons of patriotism and love of country among 
our children and in the communities in which we live, and encourage the 
spread of universal liberty and equal rights to all. 
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ELIGIBILITY TO MBMBKRSHIP. 

Women of good moral character and correct deportment, who have 
not given aid and comfort to the enemies of the Union, who woald 
perpetuate the principles to which this association stands pledged, and 
who have attained the age of sixteen years, shaU be eligible to member- 
ship in the Woman's Relief Corps. 

There is no association of women that so clearly sets forth the 
value of organized and systematized work among women, as the Woman's 
Relief Corps, Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic, as shown by 
the following tabulated statement : — 

Expended in Turned over Estimated Re- 
Relief, to PoBts. lief other tlian Totals. 
Money. 

California and Nevada, $52,304.28 $10,272.63 $13,937.07 $76,613.98 

Colorado and Wyoming, 14,174.16 4,316.46 10,271.88 28,761.48 

Connecticut .... 16,20532 6,706.46 6,464.81 28,366.09 

Dakota 1,439.64 1,086.96 2,625.49 

Idaho 170.36 337 36 33.35 641.06 

Illinois • 39,005.86 13,689.06 24,906.90 77,601.81 

Indiana 29,093.61 10,801.97 17,638.34 57,433.72 

Iowa 37,817.78 12,920.80 23,074.43 73,813.10 

Kansas 36,264.72 19,516.17 14,63279 ^9,413.68 

Kentucky 3,918.89 902.49 801.81 5,623.19 

Louisiana and Mississippi, 1,887.11 279.20 669.16 2,835.46 

Maine 4,101.04 3,710.62 3,607.28 11,418.94 

Maryland 2,373.76 1,806 45 1,761.39 5,941.59 

Massachusetts . . . 80,714.73 70,029.84 17,193.20 168,937.77 

Michigan 26.805.76 19,104.66 20,675.20 66,586.52 

Minnesota 11,095.92 9,845.21 10,916.88 31,858.01 

Missouri 15,634.36 2,16489 8,569.43 26,368.67 

Montana 575.81 570.34 371.06 1,517 20 

Nebraska 12,426.47 8,932.68 16,134.67 36,493.82 

New Hampshire . . . 16,068.13 7,244.65 1,986.94 24,299. 72 

New Jersey .... 3,279.32 7,106.03 705.18 11,089.63 

New Mexico .... 306.92 148.07 454.99 

New York 30,714.62 17,224.63 19,137.69 67,276 64 

North Dakota. . . . 753.60 413.63 484.40 1,651.53 

Ohio 85,557.60 30,925 06 28,228.40 144,711.06 

Oregon 4,421.60 2,201.16 3,397 96 10,017,70 

Oklahoma 312.63 201.86 389.60 904.09 

Pennsylvania .... 27,248.80 34,374.41 14,881.36 76,504.57 

Potomac 3,177.94 96.00 3,855.18 7,123 12 

Rhode Island .... 2,188.68 3,707.61 1,993.61 7,889.60 

South Dakota .... 2,499.29 1,484.04 3,926.38 7,909.71 

Tennessee ..... 304.69 39.60 6.00 350.09 

Texas 683.76 199.41 210.66 1,093.72 

Vermont 6,528.23 6,236 16 6,490.85 17,254.24 

Washington and Alaska, 8,004.76 3,452 46 8,510.41 14,967 62 

West Virginia . . . 427.26 441.48 249 20 1,117.93 

Wisconsin 30,480.02 8,376 24 21,080.74 69,937.00 

Prov. Dept 922.23 386 96 177.90 1,487.08 

Detached Corps . . . 14,780.14 3,048.02 2,790.94 20,619.10 

Total . $621,669.25 $324,496.15 $303,049.21 $1,249,214.61 
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Rkcapttulation. 

Total expended in relief $621,669.25 

Total turned over to Posts 324,496.15 

Estimated relief other than money 303,049.21 

Grand total $1,249,214.61 

Amount expended for Memorial Day 79,707.18 

Amount expended for National W.R.C. Home, Madison, 0., 82, 164.81 

Amount expended for army nurses 8,426.50 

Amount expended for Memorial Day in the South 2,785.67 

Special relief 450.00 

Amount expended in pension work for army nurses . . 1,468.61 

Expended by Pennsylvania for Memorial Home . 2,615.75 

Total $1,371,832.63 

Number of persons assisted in one year — 40,513. 

There are thirty-five Departments and fifty-six Detached Corps 
with a membership of 140,135. 

The Woman's Relief Corps made its own rules, but in making them 
patterned largely after the rules of the Grand Army of the Republic. It 
has a full^ system of reports, maintains a strict discipline, is ritualistic, 
meets with closed doors and imposes an obligation of secrecy for the 
protection of its beneficiaries and members. All legislation afiecting the 
association as a whole is through the National Convention, which meets 
annually at the same time and place as the Grand Army, and is promul- 
gated through a series of general orders. Legislation pertaining to 
States is transacted in Department Conventions, meeting annually at 
the time and place of holding the Department Encampments and pro- 
mulgated in like manner. There are also printed journals of Conven- 
tions, State and National, through which an extensive history has been 
minutely recorded. It has endowed and supports a National Relief 
Corps Home for the wives and mothers of soldiers and dependent army 
nurses ; It has led in the founding of homes in Michigan, Iowa, Wiscon- 
sin, California, Illinois, Indiana and Missouri ; it founded and supports 
the Memorial Home in Pennsylvania; it secured legislation for the 
founding of a home in New York ; it secured the legislation that pro- 
vides Government aid to the destitute army nurses and that established 
industrial training for girls at the Ohio Orphans' Home; it has built 
memorial halls and monuments; it secured a united movement for 
patriotic teaching and a fiag on every schoolhouse. 

The Woman's Relief Corps expects the undivided support and co- 
operation of the comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic in carrying 
forward this great work. 

Yours in F., C. and L., 

AGNES HITT, 

National President. 



r/j. 



cCo 



National Secretary, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE woman's BELISr COBPS. 407 



NATIONAL ROSTER 

OF THE 

WOMAN'S RELIEF CORPS, 

AUXILIARY TO THE G.A.R. 
JULY 1, 1897. 



National President* 
Agnes Hitt Indianapolis, Indiana 

National Senior Vice-President* 

Marie Hasenwlnkle St. Paul, Minnesota 

National Junior Vice-President* 

Amelia F. Colgan Hampton, Virginia 

National Secretary* 

Ida S. McBride .... . . Indianapolis, Indiana 

National Treasurer* 

Isabelle T. Bagley Zanesville, Ohio 

National Chaplain* 

Alice M. A. Pickler Frankton, South Dakota 

National Inspector* 

Julia G. Sine Chicago, Illinois 

National G>unselor* 

Lizabeth A. Turner Boston, Massachusetts 
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National Instituting: and Installing: Officer* 

Sarah D. Winans Toledo, Ohio 

National Executive Board — Elected Members* 

Helen R. Griffith Mt. Pleasant, Iowa 

Sarah E. Milham St. Paul, Minnesota 

Abbie A. Adams Superior, Nebraska 

Mary A. Scott Myers The Dalles, Oregon 

Mary E. Inman Cherry field, Maine 

National Executive Board — Life Members* 

E. Florence Barker . . Maiden, Massachusetts 

Sarah E. Fuller Medford, Massachusetts 

Annie Wittenmyer Sanatoga, Pennsylvania 

Board of Directors of National W«R*C Home* 

Annie Wittenmyer, Chairman . . . Sanatoga, Pennsylvania 

Pluma L. Cowles Geneva, Ohio 

Charity Rusk Craig Viroqua, Wisconsin 

Margaret Ray Wickins Sabetha, Kansas 

Emma B. Lowd Salem, Massachusetts 

Honorary Members* 

Paul Van Dervoort Omaha, Nebraska 

Clara Barton Washington, DC. 

Past National Presidents* 



E. Florence Barker 
Kate Brownlee Sherwood 
Sarah E. Fuller 
Elizabeth D*Arcy Kinne 
Emma Stark Hampton 
Charity Rusk Craig 
Annie Wittenmyer . 
Mary Sears McHenry 
Sue A. Pike Sanders 
Margaret Ray Wickins 
ISarah C. Mink 
Emma R. Wallace . 
Lizabeth A. Turner . 



Maiden, Massachusetts 

Canton, Ohio 

Medford, Massachusetts 

San Francisco, California 

Detroit, Michigan 

Viroqua, Wisconsin 

Sanatoga, Pennsylvania 

Denison, Iowa 

Bloomington, Illinois 

Sabetha, Kansas 

Watertown, New York 

Chicago, Illinois 

Boston, Massachusetts 



t Deceased. 
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Past National Senior Vice-Presidents^ 

Kate Brownlee Sherwood .... Canton, Ohio 

Sarah £. Fuller Medford, Massachusetts 

Elizabeth D*Arcy Ehnue San Francisco, California 

Sarah C. Nichols Auburn, New York 

Cora Day Young . Scotland, Pennsylvania 

Abble Lynch Allegheny, Pennsylvania 

Emma B. Manchester Lincoln, Nebraska 

Llzabeth A. Turner Boston, Massachusetts 

Margaret Bay Wlckins Sabetha, Kansas 

Ida V. Hendricks Washington, D.C. 

Jennie Myerhoff Fvansvllle, Indiana 

Helen S. Morrison Smethport, Pennsylvania 

Mary E. Nlneklrk tiOulsvlUe, Kentucky 

Past National Junior Vice-Presidents* 

Mary E. Stimson . . Denver, Colorado 

ILizzle Anderson Topeka, Kansas 

Adallne P. Kent Portsmouth, New Hampshire 

I Mary E. Starkweather St. Paul, Minnesota 

|Mary J. Ingraham Woodbrldge, New Jersey 

Inzetta A. Small Lcwlston, Maine 

^Frances R. Martin New Haven, Connecticut 

IBessle E. Young Kansas City, Missouri 

Mary Lyle Reynolds Covington, Kentucky 

Abble J. Whlttler New Brunswick, New Jersey 

Amanda T. Newcomb Montpelier, Vermont 

Lizzie R. Herrick Seattle, Washington 

Henrietta Stlesmeler St. Louis, Missouri 



Past National 

Sarah E. Fuller 
Emma D. Sibley Pease 
Eleanor B. Wheeler 
Nellie G. Backus 
Armilla A. Cheney . 
Hettle M. Nichols . 
Abble Lynch . 
Hannah R. Plimpton 
Ella Cobean 
Flora Preston Hogbln 
Sarah E. Phillips . 
Jennie Bross . 
Harrlette L. Reed 



Secretaries* 

Medford, Massachusetts 

Toledo, Ohio 

Boston, Massachusetts ' 

San Francisco, California 

Detroit, Michigan 

Viroqua, Wisconsin 

Allegheny, Pennsylvania 

Madison, Ohio 

Delavan, Illinois 

Sabetha, Kansas 

Syracuse, New York 

Chicago, Illinois 

Boston, Massachusetts 



t Deceai>ed. 
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Past National Treasurers* 

Lizabeth A.. Turner Boston, Massachnsetts 

Armilla A. Cheney Detroit, Michigan 

Standing: G>fnmfttees* 

National Council of Women. 

Kate Brownlee Sherwood, Chairman .... Ohio 

Lue Stuart Wadsworth Massachusetts 

H. Lizzie Foster New Hampshire 

Louise Barnum Bobbins Michigan 

Helen F. Bristol Illinois 



Patriotic Teaching. 



Flo Jamison Miller . 
Isabella Worrell Ball 
Calista R. Jones 
Sarah C. Borland 
Eunice H. Quick 
Eliza J. Crisler 
Alida Rule 



Illinois 
Washington, D.C. 
Vermont 
California 
Minnesota 
Indiana 
Tennessee 



Board of Managers Anderson ville Prison Property. 
Lizabeth A. Turner, Chairman . . Boston, Massachusetts 

Annie Wittenmyer Sanatoga, Pennsylvania 

Emma R. Wallace Chicago, Illinois 

Margaret Ray Wickins Sabetha, Kansas 

Charlotte J. Cumings ... . Tidioute, Pennsylvania 

EX OFFICIO. 

T. S. Clarkson, Commander-in-Chief Q.A.B.^ Omaha, Nebraska 

Agnes Hitt, National President j W.B.C, . Indianapolis, Indiana 

J. L. Rake, Commander-in-Chief S. of V. . Reading, Pennsylvania 

Committee on Testimonial to retiring National President 

Emma B. Lowd Massachusetts 

Margaret Ray Wickins Kansas 

Annie Wittenmyer Pennsylvania 



Chief of Staff. 



Melissa Caylor 



Nobles ville, Indiana 
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National Aides* 

California and Nevada. 



Francena S. Austin 
Lizzie D. Waterman 
Hannah Felker 
Harriet L. Culver 
May T. Jones . 



Los Angeles, California 

Berkeley, California 

Santa Cruz, California 

New Castle, California 

San Diego, California 



Colorado and Wyoming. 

Anna D. HoUiday Laramie, Wyoming 

Sadie M. Fisher Cheyenne, Wyoming 

Fannie D. Hardin Denver, Colorado 

Connecticut. 

Minnie A. Dewey Mystic 

Hannah £. Barber Torrington 

Idaho. 

Louise Barton Moscow 

Adah Merritt Salmon City 

Illinois. 

Sabrina Coflfenberry . . .... Chicago 

Martha K. Baxter Springfield 

Florence O. McClelland • . . Chicago 

Mary E. Van Alstyne Rockford 

Helen Sherman Chicago 

Mattie I. Jameson Monticello 

Indiana. 

Sallie C. Haskeil Indianapolis 

Augusta W. Paver Indianapolis 

Jennie Miller Indianapolis 

Belle W. Ephlin . . . Tangier 

Alice Craig West Indianapolis 

Mina Alley Indianapolis 

Kate Myers Lexington, Kentucky 

Rebecca Sulgrove Indianapolis 

Nettie Bamett Greenfield 

Martha Thayer Indianapolis 

Kate A. Jonnson . . . . v . • • Liberty 

Frelove W. Elam Valparaiso 
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Indiana — Continued. 

Alice Waugh Tipton 

Belle Bristow Indianapolis 

Samantha West Miller Indianapolis 

Mattie E. Beidler Waterloo 

Bessie Barns South Bend 

Mary A. Sims . Frankfort 

Euretta J. Poison '. Frankfort 

Agnes Sherfy Indianapolis 

Eliza J. Crisler . - . . ' . . . Greensborg 

Mary M. Alexander Bedford 

Jennie Peddicord Indianapolis 

Kate Stormont . Princeton 

Maria L. Schlater Logansport 

Thesta Alice Ross Indianapolis 

Minnie Brown Wabash 

Gertrude L. Mitchell New Castle 

Louisa Shepherd Indianapolis 

Iowa. 
Clara Davis .... .... Missouri Valley 

Lizzie S. Hutchinson Lake City 

Althea O. Conable ... . Clinton 

Ella K. Dinwiddle . . Cedar Falls 

Kansas. 

Mattie Fair Mankato 

Gratia L. McClaren • . lola 

Mary J. McFarland Lawrence 

Julia L. Death Blue Rapids 

Helen S. Mason Wichita 

Kentucky. 

Kate E. Putnam Berea 

Belle Ross Ludwig Covington 

Rose Harper Louisville 

Louisiana and Mississippi. 

Laura Ramage Jennings, Louisiana 

Mary B. Williams New Orleans, Louisiana 

Maine. 

Helen M. Nealy Monroe 

Maude L. Merrick Water vllle 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE woman's belief OOI^S. 



413 



Maryland. 

Mary H. Cadden Baltimore 

Eliza F. P. Pray Baltimore 

Kate Johnson Baltimore 

Massachusetts. 

Augusta A. Wales • . . Dorchester 

Emilie L. W. Waterman Boston 

Ann Wilcox Medford 

Helen A. Brigham Hyde Park 

Cinderella T. Clement Merrimac 

Michigan. 

Mina D. Kinsey Saginaw 

Florence S. Babbitt Ypsilanti 

Sarah A. Wiley Owasso 

Minnesota. 

Elizabeth A. Perry Sauk Center 

Madeline Holliday Dodge Center 

Florence Morris ... .... Litchfield 

Missouri. 

Hattie B. Knollenberg St. Louis 

Adah G. Briggs Joplin 

Montana. 

Cora L. Jolly Butte 

Ella Hodson Bozeman 



Nebraska. 



Gertrude Horr Council 
Olive Ballard . 
Maria Y. Miles 
Anna Boyd 
Emily Dickinson 



Grand Island 

DiUer 

Kearney 

Hastings 

Plattsmouth 



Minnie A. Dana 
Flora A. Hansen 



New Hampshire. 



Manchester 
Amherst 
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Utw Jersey. 

Rosa C. Case Flemington 

Addle M. Hill Trenton 

New York. 

Ellen M. Putnam Baffalo 

Carrie R. Page . . Buffalo 

Mary E. Mitchell Yonkers 

Annie Werneck New York 

Harriet Shirrell Buffalo 

Sarah Orr Buffalo 

Nellie C. Melllck Buflfklo 

Susan E. Atkins Buffalo 

Deborah Prowett Buflfklo 

Annlce Davidson Buffalo 

Josephine Turner Buffalo 

North DakoU. 

Elizabeth White Jamestown 

Kate Black Valley City 

Ohio. 

Katherine G. Raynor Toledo 

Mary S. Johnston Youngstown 

Jennie S. Wright Dayton 

Jennette Mann Ashland 

Hannah U. Maxon GalUpolls 

Oklahoma. 

Lou Blair Oklahoma City 

Sara Sutherland El Reus 

Oregon. 

Fannie F. Cochran Oregon City 

Jennie E. Stanton Rosebnrg 

Pennsylvania. 

Elizabeth W. Ewing PhoenixviUe 

Lizzie Carpenter Lock Haven 

Mary A. Dugann Hoboken 

Mary H. A. Lyon Susquehanna 
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Potomac. 

Elizabeth C. Montis Washington 

Mary M. North Anacosta, D.C. 

Annie E. Johnson Washington 

Rhode Island. 

Isabella Morrison Auburn 

E. Addle Wood Hope Valley 

South Dakota. 

Anne M. Nelson Arlington 

Hannah L. Carlisle Deadwood 

Tennessee. 

Josephine C. Zeijifler Knoxvllle 

Rachel S. Marshall Chattanooga 

Texas. 

Elma Kline San Antonio 

Lavantla Conger . . Waco 

Vermont. 
Delia M. Needham Rutland 

Washington and Alaska. 

Mary E. Smith Tacoma, Washington 

Mary A. Calvert New Whatcom, Washington 

West Virginia. 

Helen M. Laralley Centre City 

Maria A. Leeds ..... . . Grafton 

Wisconsin. 

Belle S. Hanover . Merrill 

Cora M. Steele Menomonle 

National Aides — Detached G>rps* 

Katie M. Russell Richmond, Virginia 

Frances M. Jones Tallapoosa, Georgia 

Mary E. Boiling Hampton, Virginia 
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Assistant National Inspectors* 



California and Nevada, 
- Colorado and Wyoming, 
Connecticut, 
Idaho, 
Illinois, 
Indiana, 
Iowa, 
Kansas, 
Kentucky, 

Louisiana and Mississippi, 
Maine, 
Maryland, 
Massachusetts, 
MiclUgan, 
Minnesota, 
Missouri, 
Montana, 
Nebraska, 
New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, 
New York, 
North Dakota, 
Ohio, 
Oklahoma, 
Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, 
Potomac, 
Rhode Island, 
South Dakota, 
Tennessee, 
Texas, 
Vermont, 
West Virginia, 
Wisconsin, 
Washington and Alaska, 



Fannie B. Matthews, 
Jennie Dunnlngton, 
Battle C. £. Adams, . 
Margaret Mack, 
Emily R. McCuUough, 
Anna Larsh, 
Nettie S. Chapin, 
Melinda R. Rhodes, 
Mary Lyle Reynolds, 
Mamie E. Talley, 
Or villa Ames Whitcomb, 
Mary E. Frey, 
Sarah Towle, 
Anna S. Grabill, 
Sarah S. Evans, 
Elma Campbell Wilson, 
Mary A. Wright, 
Blanche Maust, 
Maria A. Hamblett, 
Jennie D. Smith, 
E. Augusta Louer, 
Josephine Folsom, 
Lizzie D. Streator, 
Mattie M. Huntsberger, 
Mary E. McBride, 
Elizabeth Reese, 
R. Agnes Thorton, 
Maria A. Wilson, 
Emma Sterling, 
Cynth L. Seaman, 
Jennie I. Rue, 
OUve F. Puffer, 
Julia A. Taylor, 
Marlon F. McKay, 
Clara La Rock, 



San Francisco 

Colorado Springs 

New Haven 

Boise City 

Gralesbnrg 

Richmond 

Marshalltown 

Colony 

Covington 

New Orleans 

Searsport 

Clayton 

Worcester 

Greenville 

St. Paul 

Warrensburg 

South Butte 

Falls City 

Milford 

Plainfleld 

Rochester 

Fargo 

Fountain Park 

Hennessey 

Oregon City 

Johnstown 

Washington, D.C. 

Providence 

Redfield 

Knoxville 

Houston 

Bennington 

Wheeling 

Chippewa Falls 

Vancouver, Wash. 



National Press G>rrespondent« 

Samantha West Miller Indianapolis, Indiana 
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Roster of Departments. 



California and Nevada — 6i Corps — 2,827 Members. 

Department President, Mary E. Hartweli, Los Angeles 

Department Secretary, Esther C. Skinner, Los Angeles 

Department Treasurer, Ida L. Jar vis, Pasadena 

Colorado and Wyoming — 41 Corps — 1)433 Members. 

Department President, Fannie D. Hardin, Denver 

Department Secretary, Edna E. Hamilton, Denver 

Department Treasurer, Clara Rapp, Denver 

Connecticut — 49 Corps — 2,842 Members. 

Department President, Jane C. Pultz, Plantsville 

Department Secretary, Rosena Y. Lewis, Plantsville 

Department Treasurer, Josephine M. Hills, East Hartford 

Idaho — 10 Corps — 218 Members. 

Department President, Nellie G. Spofford, Boise City 

Department Secretary, Clara L. Campbell, Boise City 

Department Treasurer, Nellie Lieuallen, Moscow 

Illinois — 224 Corps — 8,864 Members. 

Department President, Jennie Bross, Chicago 

Department Secretary, Minnie M Kyle, Chicago 

Department Treasurer, Helen F. Bristol, Quincy 

Indiana — 186 Corps — 6,240 Members. 

Department President, Mary D. Travis, Crawfordsville 

Department Secretary, Blanche Gould, Crawfordsville 

Department Treasurer, Jennie Hutchinson. Crawfordsville 



Iowa — 243 Corps — 8,081 Members. 
Department President, Georgia Wade McClellan, 

Department Secretary, Helen R. Griffith, 

Department Treasurer, Kate Hanchett, 



Kansas - 
Department President, 
Department Secretary, 
Department Treasurer, 



-220 Corps — 5,699 Members. 
Margaret H. Griffith, 
Belle C. Harris, 
Lydia Logan, 



Denison 

Mt. Pleasant 

Waverly 



Emporia 
Emporia 
Towanda 



27 
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Kentucky — 30 Corps — 523 Members. 

Department President, Inez Crawford, Louisville 

Department Secretary, Mary A. Nlnekirk, Louisville 

Department Treasurer, Annie Miller, Louisville 

Louisiana and Mississippi — 25 Corps — 513 Members. 
Department President, Priscilla J.* H. Taper, New Orleans 

Department Secretary, Julia E. Lewis, New Orleans 

Depiartment Treasurer, Lavenia Debose, New Orleans 

Maine — 56 Corps — 2,026 Members. 

Department President, Nancy J. Colby, Rum ford Center 

Department Secretary, Ava I. Eastman, Dixfleld 

Department Treasurer, Sarah A. Putnam, Dixfleld 



Maryland - 
Department President, 
Department Secretary, 
Department Treasurer, 



-20 Corps — 575 Members. 

Elizal)eth Holmes, Baltimore 

Lizzie O Buchta, Baltimore 

Laura V. Enochs, Baltimore 



Massachusetts — 171 Corps — 14,040 Members. 

Department President, Emilie L. W. Waterman, Boston 

Department Secretary, Mary E. Elliot, Somerville 

Department Treasurer, Sarah E. Fuller, Medford 

Michigan — 242 Corps — 7,476 Members. 

Department President, Louese A. Turck, Alma 

Department Secretary, Mary F. Taylor, Alma 

Department Treasurer, Lena M. Turck, Alma 

Minnesota — 102 Corps — 3,528 Members. 

Department President, Adelaide F. Bissell, Litchfield 

Department Secretary, Marie Soule, Litchfield 
Department Treasurer, Mary A. Horrigan, Minneapolis 

Missouri — 86 Corps — 2,023 Members. 

Department President, Mary U. Birdseye, Nevada 

Department Secretary, Rose Kimble, Nevada 

Department Treasurer, Mary H. Shepherd, Brookfleld 



Montana - 
Department President, 
Department Secretary, 
Department Treasurer, 



• 9 Corps — 275 Members. 

Ella M. Edsall, Bozeman 

Sarah J. Tracey, Bozeman 

Mary E. Skillen, Livingston 
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Nebraska - 
Department President, 
Department Secretary, 
Department Treasurer, 



173 Corps — 2,828 Members. 

Julia S. Bo wen, Hastings 

Kate G. Boyd, Hastlugs 

Annie F. Church, North Platte 



New Hampshire — 72 Corps — 3,924 Members. 

Department President, Millie A. Worcester, Rochester 

Department Secretary, Ella K. Davis, Rochester 

Department Treasurer, Emma Edgerly, Rochester 

New Jersey — 26 Corps — 731 Members. 

Department President, Esta B. Hann, Atlantic City 

Department Secretary, Susie Carson, Atlantic City 

Department Treasurer, Hattle Weiacnthal, Atlantic City 

New York — 236 Corps — 7,661 Members. 

Department President, Ada G. Mohr, Brooklyn 

Department Secretary, Abbie D. G. Johnson, Brooklyn 

Department Treasurer, Emmeline M. ChaflTee, Syracuse 



North Dakota — 16 Corps — 413 Members. 
Department President, Kate G. Vallandigham, 

Department Secretary, Carrie Henry, 

Department Treasurer, Mattie S. Ehman, 



Ohio- 
Department President, 
Department Secretary, 
Department Treasurer, 



-307 Corps — 10,851 Members. 
Emma F. Cressinger, 
Ella M. Williamson, 
Jeannette M. Mann, 



Valley City 

Valley City 

Fargo 



Ashland 
Ashland 
Ashland 



Oklahoma — 28 Corps — 434 Members. 

Department President, Nettie M. Wolfe, Nesbltt 

Department Secretary, Olive M. Laux. Oklahoma 

Department Treasurer, Mary B. Younkman, McLoud 

Oregon — 39 Corps — 955 Members. 

Department President, Susan Gwllt, Portland 

Department Secretary, Mary Randall, Portland 

Department Treasurer, Mary Older, Portland 

Pennsylvania — 12 Corps — 3,981 Members. 
Department President, Alice Starr Hauck, Mechanlcsburg 

Department Secretary, Abble Lynch, Allegheny 

Department Treasurer, Martha Sherman, Kendall Creek 
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Potomac— 9 Corps — 609 Members. 
Department President, Georgia 6. Bain « Washington, D.C 

Department Secretary, Julia M. Layton, Washington, D.C. 

Department Treasurer, Gladys L. Thompson, Washington, D.C. 

Rhode Island — 20 Corps — 813 Members. 
Department President, Bessie M. Seymour, Warren 

Department Secretary, Ella F Burt, Bast Providence 

Department Treasurer, Lizzie B. Prentiss, Providence 

South Dakota — 43 Corps — 1,096 Members. 

Department President, Sue C. Moulton, Faulkton 

Department Secretary, Sarah E B. Humphrey, Faulkton 

Department Treasurer, Kate L. Pafford, Faulkton 

Tennessee — 9 Corps — 143 Members. 

Department President, Alida Rule, Knoxville 

Department Secretary, Annie M. Johnson, Dante 

Department Treasurer, Harriot B. Pitt, Knoxville 

Texas — 9 Corps — 260 Members. 

Department President, Maggie A. Rast, Houston 

Department Secretary, Maude Pendly, Houston 

Department Treasurer, Clara Maney, Houston 

Vermont — 76 Corps — 2,526 Members. 

Department President, Florence H. Gates, Morrlsville 

Department Secretary, Clara C Nlles, Morrlsville 

Department Treasurer, Ida A. L Town, Morrlsville 

Washington and Alaska — 40 Corps— 969 Members. 

Department President, Frankle E. Bedell, Walla Walla 

Department Secretary, May Worden, Walla Walla 

Department Treasurer, Lizzie Carnes, Walla Walla 

West Virginia — 11 Corps — 260 Members. 

Department President, Mary C. Moeck, Parkersborg 

Department Secretary, Fannie Cecil, Parkersburg 

Department Treasurer. Mary J. Warthen, Grafton 



Wisconsin - 
Department President, 
Department Secretary, 
Department Treasurer, 



-128 Corps — 4,636 Members. 

Leftle F. Withers, Eau CUire 

Louesa N. Fort, Eau Claire 

Elizabeth Skeel, Menomonie 
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Arizona — 3 Corps — 52 Members. 
J. W. Owens, No. 1, President, Louise G. Lighthizer, Plioenix 

Alexander, No. 2, President, Hattie M. Allison, Globe 

Barrett, No. 3, President, Sara McCrea, Prescott 

Arkansas — 3 Corps — 51 Members. 
Curtis, No 1, President, Sarah Moyer, Siloam Springs 

Winfield Scott, No. 2, President, Ella Sullivan, McAlmont 

Judson, No- 4, President, Ann Williams, Little Rock 

Florida — 6 Corps — 168 Members. 

B. C. Lincoln, No. 2, President, Mary Gabriel, Key West 

Chas. Gabriel, No. 3, President, Isabella Tatton, Jacksonville 

John A. Logan, No. 4, President, Dora Morrells, St. Augustine 

A. H. Terry, No. 5, President, Luana Ross, Station B, West Tampa 

P. H. Sheridan, No. 6, President, Louise Johnson, Fernandina 

Kit Carson, No. 7, President, Susie Walters, St. Petersburg 

Georgia — 3 Corps — 120 Members. 
J. B. Steadman, No. 1, President, Frances M. Jones, Tallapoosa 

Colony, No. 2, President, Rinda Scott, Fitzgerald 

Robert G. Shaw, No. 3, President, Louisa Wright, Savannah 

^ Indian Territory — 2 Corps — 30 Members. 
Garfield, No 1, President, Sarah C. Bridgman, Muscogee 

Edward Vass, No. 2, President, Martha J. Boots, Krebs 

North Carolina — 4 Corps — 159 Members. 
James C. Beecher, No. 1, President, Catherine C. Dudley, Newbern 

Fletcher, No. 2, President, Phoebe Jones, Elizabeth City 

Fluchers, No. 3, President, Sarah A. Winfield, Washington 

J. C. Abbott, No. 4, President, Julia Telfair, Wilmington 

New Mexico — i Corps — 21 Members. 
G. K. Warren, No. 1, President, Rebecca Granger, Albuquerque 

Kearney, No. 5, President, Lina B. Parker, White Oaks 
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South Carolina — 3 Corps — 131 Members. 

David Hunter, No. 1, President, Ellen Haynes, Beaufort 

Wm. N. Reed, No 2, President, Hattie O. Pagh, Charleston 

Abraham Lincoln, No. 3, President, Nancy Christopher, Hilton Head 

Tennessee — 5 Corps — 83 Members. 

Lincoln, No. 4, President, Letha Phillips, Nashville 

Isham Young, No. 5, President, Cornelia Bradley, Knoxville 

Douglas, No. 6, President, Rachel T. Williams, Memphis 

Chickamauga, No. 7, President, Lucie S. D. Session, Chattanooga 

James G. Blaine, No 8, (Organized Dec. 4, 1896.) 
President, Alice Johnson, Columbia 

Utah — 5 Corps — 141 Members. 

J. B. McKeen, No 1, President, Frances Boyce, Salt Lake City 

John A. Dix, No. 2, President, Mary E. Couch, Ogden 

George R. Maxwell, No. 3, President, Nettie Palmer, Salt Lake City 

John A. Logan, No. 4, President, Anna M. Breeden, Ogden 

W. T. Sherman, No. 5, President, Mary C. Dougall, Springville 

Virginia — 20 Corps — 817 Members. 

Callloux, No. 1, President, Mary J. Gordon, Norfolk 

George A. Custer, No. 2, President, Catharine Burnett, Richmond 

Shaw, No. 3, President, Nannie Clark, Norfolk 

Silas Fellows, No. 4, President, Mary J. Grimes, Portsmouth 

Lincoln, No. 5, President, Minnie Goodman, Norfolk 

Grant, No. 6, President, Sallie Brickous, Shadyside 

Draper, No. 7, President, Susan E. Overton, Deep Creek 

Garfield, No. 8, President, Mary E. Parker, Hampton 

Sherman, No. 9, President, Mary J. Finney, Onancock 

Burn side. No. 10, President, Maggie F. Carter, Frankton 

Tracy, No. 11, President, Ada Jackson, Berkeley 

Dahlgren, No. 1?, President, Adaline M Williams, Norfolk 

John A. Logan, No. 13, President, Josie G. Smith, Phoebus 

P. J. Carter, No. 14, President, Virginia Parker, Mappsville 

W. T. Sherman, No. 15, President, Amanda Kruger, Phoebus 

Phil Kearney, No. 16, President, Katie M. Russell, Richmond 

R. Justin Moore, No. 17, President, Elsie Henderson, Portsmouth 

Mitchell, No. 18, President, Jennie Sykes, Wallacetown 

HoUoway, No. 19, President, Mary House, Capeville 

William Teamah, No. 20, (Organized May 8, 1897.) 
President, Sarah Dortry, Oceana 



This Roster, in number of Corps and membership, is based upon 
returns made to National Secretary, Dec. 31, 1896, with all Detached 
Corps organized and all appointments since that date added thereto. The 
apportionment of delegates to the National Convention has been made 
from the same data. 
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National Executive Officers 



G.K.R.— iAi.R.C 



1883- DENVER, COLO. 



Robert B. Bbath, 

Commander-in- Chiefs 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
J. M. Vanderslice, 

Adjutant' General. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
*JoHN Taylor, 

Quartermaster-General^ 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



E. Florence Barker, 

National President, 

Maiden, Mass. 
Sarah E. Fuller, 

National Secretary^ 

Boston, Mass. 
LizABETH A. Turner, 

National Treasurer, 

Boston, Mass. 



1884.- MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 



John S. Kountz, 

Commander-in- Chief, 

Toledo, O. 
W. W. Alcorn, 

Adjutant- General^ 

Toledo, O. 
♦John Taylor, 

Quartermaster- General, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



Kate B. Sherwood, 

National President, 

Toledo, O. 
Emma D. Sibley, 

National Secretary, 

Toledo, O. 
LiZABETH A. Turner, 

National Treasurer, 

Boston, Mass. 



1885.- PORTLAND, ME. 



Samuel S. Burdett, 

Commander-in- Chief, 

Washington, D.C. 
John Cameron, 

Adjutant-General^ 

Washington, D.C. 
♦John Taylor, 

Quartermaster- General, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



Sarah E. Fuller, 

National President^ 

Boston, Mass. 
Eleanor B. Wheeler, 

National Secretary^ 

Boston, Mass. 
LiZABETH A. Turner, 

National Treasurer, 

Boston, Mass. 



♦Deceased. 
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1886.- SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 



♦Lucius Fairchild, 

Commander-in- Chief, 

MadisoD, Wis. 
E. B. Gray, 

Ac^utant-General^ 

Madison, Wis. 
♦John Taylor, 

Quartermaster- General, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



Elizabeth D*Arcy Kinne, 
National President^ 

San Francisco, Cal. 
Nellie G. Backus, 

National Secretary^ 

San Francisco, Cal. 
LiZABBTH A. Turner, 

National Treasurer^ 

Boston, Mass. 



1887.- ST. LOUIS, MO. 



John P. Rea, 

Commander-in- Chief 

Minneapolis, Minn. 
Daniel Fish, 

Adjutant' General , 

Minneapolis, Minn. 
♦John Taylor, 

Quartermaster-General, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



Emma Stark Hampton, 

National President, 

Detroit, Mich. 
Armilla a. Cheney, 

National Secretary, 

Detroit, Mich. 
Lizabeth a. Turner, 

National Treasurer, 

Boston, Mass. 



1888.- COLUMBUS, O. 



William Warner, 

Commander-in- Chief 

Kansas City, Mo. 
Eugene F. Wiegel, 

Adjutant-General, 

Kansas City, Mo. 
♦John Taylor, 

Quartermaster- General, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



Charity Rusk Craig, 

National President, 

Viroqua, Wis. 
Hettib M. Nichols, 

National Secretary, 

Viroqua, Wis. 
Lizabeth A. Turner, 

National Treasurer, 

Boston, Mass. 



1889.- MILWAUKEE, WIS. 



Russell A. Alger, 

Commander-in- Chief 

Detroit, Mich. 
Geo. H. Hopkins, 

Adjutant-General, 

Detroit, Mich. 
♦John Taylor, 

Quartermaster-General, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



Annie Wittenmyer, 

National President, 

Sanatoga, Pa. 
Abbie Lynch, 

National Secretary, 

Allegheny, Pa. 
Armilla A. Cheney, 

National Treasurer, 

Detroit, Mich. 



* Deceased. 
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1890.- BOSTON, MASS. 



Wheblock G. Veazey, 

Commander-in- Chiefs 

Rutland, Vt. 

J. H GOULDING, 

Adjutant' General j 

Rutland, Vt. 
♦John Taylor, 

Quartermaster-General t 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



Maby Sears McHenry, 

National President^ 

Denison, la. 
Hannah R. Plimpton, 

National. Secretary ^ 

Denison, la. 
Armilla a. Cheney, 

National Treasurer, 

Detroit, Mich. 



1891 -DETROIT, MICH. 



John Palmer, 

Commander-in- Chiefs 

Albany, N.Y. 
Frederick Phisterer, 

Adjutant- General, 

Albany, N.Y. 
♦John Taylor, 

Quartermaster- General, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



Sue a. Pike Sanders, 

National President, 

Delavan, 111. 
Ella Cobean, 

National Secretary, 

Delavan, 111. 
Armilla A. Cheney, 

National Treasurer, 

Detroit, Mich. 



1892-WASHINGTON, D.C. 



A. G. Weissert, 

Commander-in- Chief, 

Milwaukee, Wis. 
E. B. Gray, 

Adjutant- General, 

Milwaukee, Wis. 
♦John Taylor, 

Quartermaster-General, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



Margaret Ray Wickins, 
National President, 

Sabetha, Kan. 
Flora Preston Hogbin, 
National Secretary^ 

Sabetha, Kan. 
Armilla A. Cheney, 

National Treasurer, 

Detroit, Mich. 



1893-INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 



.loHN G. B. Adams, 

Commander-in- Chief, 

Lynn, Mass. 
♦James F. Meech, 

Adjutant- General, 

Lynn, Mass. 
Louis Wagner, 

Quartermaster- General, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

•Deceased. 



♦Sarah C. Mink, 

National President, 

Watertown, N.Y. 
Sarah E. Phillips, 

National Secretary, 

Syracuse, N.Y. 
Armilla A. Cheney, 

National Treasurer^ 

Detroit, Mich. 
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1894- PITTSBURGH, PA. 



Thomas G. Lawler, 

Command er-in- Chief, 

Rockford, III. 
C. C. Jones, 

Adjutant' General, 

Rockford, III. 
J. W. Burst, 

Qiiarterouuttr-^fmtenU, 

Rockford, 111. 



Emma R. Wallace, 

National President, 

Chicago, 111. 
Jennie Bross, 

National Secretary, 

Chicago, 111. 
Armilla a. Cheney, 

National Treasurer^ 

Detroit, Mich. 



1895 -LOUISVILLE, KY. 



Ivan N. Walker, 

Commander-in- Chief, 

Indianapolis, Ind. 
Irvin Robbins, 

Adjutant-General, 

Indianapolis, Ind. 

A. J. BURBANK, 

Quartermaster-General, 

Chicago, 111. 



LiZABETH A. Turner, 

National President^ 

Boston, Mass. 
Harriette L. Reed, 

National Secretary, 

Boston, Mass. 

ISABELLE T. BaGLEY, 

National Treasurer, 

Zanesville, O. 



1896-ST. PAUL, MINN. 



Thaddeus S. Clarkson, 

Commander-in- Chief, 

Omaha, Neb. 
Charles E. Burmester, 
Adjutant- General, 

Omaha, Neb. 

A. J. BURBANK, 

Quartermaster- General, 

Chicago, 111. 



Agnes Hitt, 

National President^ 

Indianapolis, Ind. 
Ida S. McBride, 

National Secretary^ 

Indianapolis, Ind. 
Isabblle T. Bagley, 

National Treasurer, 

Zanesville, O. 



1897 -BUFFALO, N.Y. 



J. P. ^. GOBIN, 

Commander-in - Chief 

Lebanon, Pa. 
Thomas J. Stewart, 

Adjuta7it- General, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
Charles Burrows, 

Quartermaster- General^ 

Rutherford, N.J. 



Sarah J. Martin, 

National President, 

Brookfield, Mo. 
Mary H. Shepherd, 

National Secretai'y, 

Brookfield, Mo. 
ISABELLE T. Bagley, 

National Treasurer, 

Zanesville, O. 
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